
The Super-Man in
the Street

/ Four.

md would be peeved In all probability
red him thal a little enthuai-

Prenchman named Rouaaeau tirst

thia righta buaineaa, and that

hia own Revolutionary forefathera who

wrote thi '¦.*«. documenta
got a little bil OUl of the Social

The Ordinary Layman, as he some-

likea to call himself. inaiata that
her come down on time.

thal he thiinka the buaineaa is going
to ruin ahe arrivea al seven

¦. bul becauae of the "prin-
ol the thing." And a dry little
saor called Kant, bj whose daily.
the people of Koenigaberg u>^\

watchea, took nine or ten
ble m.iuir.es to make the same

The M. in The s. doean'1 know. of
course, bul he haa a hunch the war'a

.. to laal a year yet, the same kind
inch thal M. Bergaon haa when he

aboul the Vital Urge.
ia again the heckler on the
in r. whoae patron aaint should

|)(' Socratea, tho husband of Xantippe,
who irritated the good people of Athens

ring the outdoor orators of his
n. lt would have been just

like old Socratea to have insiated,
.Yea!" or "No, Mr. Hughes!"
Nor ia the poinl of all this a protest

against the .Man in the Street as a

philosopher. He is the press agent of
the great traditiona, the walking dele-

of the great minds of the race-.

11 ia apl commenta on the top of the bus.
hia "mark my words" in the subway,
md his obiter dicta between the acta
sound like quotations from a Diction¬
ary of Philosophy. 1 used to think

had to read the masters to

find out What Life Really Meant
Now. I leave my aparrment, after I've
unearthed all the Ariatotlea afloat in
the family. and go a block or two. On

the way i meet all the thinkers in his¬

tory. Indeed. before 1 am out of the

slevator 1 am greeted by a kinky-haired
Epicurua who tells me what a big time
ne's going tn have on Election Night.
hut it's no use having too good a time.

or you'll be aick tor a week. The super¬
intendent is a aurly middle aged Aris-
totle, and at the news-stand a de

spondenl young son of Seneca holds
down the job.

I'nder ihe politieal babble at the
office I detect the tag enda of thoughta
that are as old as the first curious

who found the tribe wasn't

alwaya right. and at home the argu-
menta over the reapectability of th>
n. ighbors sound like echoes of the
History ot* Kuropean Morala.
He is rather the Super-Man in the

Street. this nebulous person who shouts
the slogans of ancient motto writera
he has never known. Some day it
might be worth while to make an

Anthology of .Manhattan Thoughts, to

make a collection of Folk Lore Phi-
loaophiea of, let us say. the great West
Side. 1 once tried it. but the first Man
in the Street I mel told me he never

thoughl "t" philosophy once in a blue
moon; "It's all bunk." Which is ex-

actly what all the modern philosophers
have been aaying about each other.

SWKKPINCS FROM INKPOT ALLEY
.(/ from Pa'jc Stven.

"Mr. P«.!lv." Stejihen Whitman's "Pre-
destmed." and (.alsworthy's "Frater¬
nity."

But 1 was disappointed. Professor

PhflJpa did not think any of these booka
of suflicient importance to mention it.
')r perhapa they did not come up to the
high literary standard of doing him

good.
Of much ot' ('al>worthy's stuff he has

h low opinion, anyway. "The much-
ied 'Country House' I found dull

'The Dark Flower' 1

rOTSfl than dull." The last half of "The
lands*' is "tinsome and pedantir."
r Wells. it's a pity he doesn't write

more like Nathaniel Hawthorne. B '

-he professor "likes" aome of Wella'a
bookfl. "1 liked 'Marriage' much better
than 'Ann Veronica1 ... I liked
The Wife of Sir 1-aac Harnum' better
vet." ln fact. Professor Phelps is to be
tiumbered among those who don't al¬

ways recognize the g->od stuff. but know
what they Uke.
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ARE WOMEN PEOPLE?
By Alice Duer Miller

AFTER a number of difficulties
and a long wait the suffragisl
entered the candidate's office

by appointment.
"Did you really mean what you said

to us in indorsing suffrage?" she asked.
The candidate paled; he stepped

quickly to the door and opened it to as-

BUK himself that no one was listening.
Then he sent his secretary on an im-
aginary errand, and then, laying his
finger on his lip and sinking his voice
to a w hisper, he answered: "In a sense

.ves."
"Rut, Mr. Candidate." said the suffra-

gist, "do you not forget that this is
already a suffrage state, and that a

crowd of voters of both sexes are now

wait ing under the balcony for a few
well chosen words?"
The candidate leaped to the window

and throwing it open he stepped boldly
out.

"Fellow voters," he said in his full,
ringing tones. "I cannot remember a

time when I did not believe in woman

suffrage. and when I did not openly and

loyally, in public and in private. support
that belief-

A R1DDLE
What'i sometimes eold and sometiuirs hot,
Depcndect oa the time ind spetr

Wllat's snniftimrs whispered in the ear,

And soinrtimes shooted loud and clear?
What, on thr fair Pacific coa>«t,
Becomes each Party'g proudest boast,
But is forgotten, or at least
Omittcd sometimrs in the Kast."
Wbftt'l somrtimes hot and somrtimes eold.
And oftentimrs a Brick of Goldr

rils answer to this riddle uill not be
printed in our next issue, for the reason that
it will br printed in this one; the answer is:
.4 Candidale't Suffrage Pledge.

The United States Army authorities
have advertised for "twelve girls for
the U. S. Army to help in recruiting."

This action was probably suggested
by the extraordinary success attained
by Mrs. Pankhurst as a recruiting agent
in England at the outbreak of the war.

Nowadaya it seems as if men needed
women's help in all departments of
their work, except in that of represent-
ing women at the ballot-box.
Here many of them feel it would be

unmanly to accept the slightest advice
or co-operation from a woman.

( nmr into thr army, Maud,
For we need your help there, too,

Come into the army. Maud,
As a woman ought to do.

Foi I talk to the mrn and they'rc simply
borrd,

But thev mijrht enlist for vou.

Well, of course women have nothing
to do with politics, and, as the antis
say, politics has nothing to do with
women's wages.
And yet it was "after an inspiring

talk with the President of the United
States" that Mr. Ford announeed he
had decided to give his women workers
the same pay as the men.

Need we say that this action of .Mr.
Ford's was most displeasing to "The
New York Times"?
"The plea of equal pay for equal

work," it says, "is sound as stated, but
those who make it too often forget that
the equality of work cannot be assumed
from its equivalence for a day, a week,
a month. or even a year. Mr. Ford
knows that he has and will continue to
have in his employ women. who, from
the standpoint of 'business' strictly and
coldly interpreted. do not and can not
earn $5 a day."

If this means anything it means that
the work of women, even when doing
differentiated work specially selected

.

for them, is not worth aa much as the
work of men who sweep out the build¬
ing*.

In thia connection we note the fol¬
lowing newi item:

"Mr. Ohmer, president of the Re-
cording and Computing Machine Com¬
pany, of Dayton, Ohio, turna out 28,000
time fuses daily from hia factories. He
8aya: 'Women have been taught in the
plant inaide of three weeka what akilled
workmen have required three or five
yeara to learn. Some of them turn out
five and six times the product that the
best workmen have accomplished with
the same machines. We put our best
expert meehanics on a eertai. machine
and the best they could get out of it was
300 per day. Then we put our trained
women on them, and to our surprise
they were able to turn out as high as

1,300 aday.'"

Had our advice in the matter been
asked by the Republican committee we

should have suggested that the best
campaign literature for the suffrage
states would be a series of "Times" edi-
torials on any subject relating to the
wellbeing of women.

And we add with all humility that we
have a complete file.

How to Succeed I
With Scenarios

-¦***>

Bf PARKHURST WHITN||
REEL 1.Pay no attention to

platitudes about dramatic q**^
when you write that motion pi<

ture scenario. Begin Zululand, jaj,,
to Petrograd and stage the lovers' ttb
out in their concrete bungalow on ti>
millpond at Coonsville, New York, i

you wish.

Similarly, you may open with wj^.
ever scene you choose. If it ig ||l
Sod0ty Drama, you mi$*;ht show L

Empire State Express running tt f-i
speed. You can easily link it ttgai^
the plot. if there is a plot. by expl*^.
ing that on ciear days the train eta'^
seen from the De Jenkinses* coumr*
home on the Hudson.

If you don't care for drawing roo»
plays; if you intend to te!! a big, **hj
gripping story of real men doing r*.
things; in other words, if it it to >
Western Stuff, you might open with j

tea-time scene at the Pla/.a. You cu

make the East and Weat meet by _**.

nouncing that Bad Bill. the gun fight***
often teaed there before he went to the
bad and the West.

However, these are merely sugget. I
tions, not rules; for you must alwtyi
bear in mind that whatever you do fcr
the movies is acceptable. With or.*

extremely important exceptior.:
At some place in the t;,-<t reel yot

must .show little Cynthia chirping u
hrr pet canary.

Reel 2.As the plot quickeni or

thickens, preserve the same atmospheri
of unrestraint. Action is imperttm
get it, whatever the method. Ctll for
train wrecks, mine disasters, BUa
Hand outr_ages, any old outrage; the
more outrageous the better, if it haa
a punch.
An effective scene for the Socletj

Drama would be an historic representt
tion of the Custer massacre. You ctz

connect it with the plot, if there ii i

plot, by saying that the elder De Jenkins
was living at the time. There are count*

less ways of getting action for p*0
Western Stuff; for example, you miffct
call for several hundred feet cf your
hero, Archie, posing in his chaps %m
.44. This goes big with the girls.anc
Archie just dotes on it. It ia ons of the
best things he does.

And speaking of heroes, remember
that this character offers limitless po*
aibilities for action. See that he s

assaulted frequently. A favorite method
is to kidnap him, drive him eighty-tevet
miles to the abandoned house, and thea
blow up the house so that ..rchls wfl
be hurled half a mile through the \f
and finally fall into a river just .bo-ts
a dangerous waterfall.

4*\nd don't fear that your trivial plot
if there is" a plot, is hardly strotl

enough to stand up under all tnu

murder, arson and riot. Remember
that nothing is too trivial for tbe
movies, and go ahead as you plesst
With one highly important exception:
Somewhere in your second reel *r*>

must show a basket of puppies.
Reel 3.You may think that ia J<**

concluding reel it will be necewary ¦

reef your imagination, steer a little
closer to the shore of plausibility. W
miss the craven thought. Don't b»

shackled. The Papers, or whatever *

is that started the fuss. may be PssW
ered any old way. Cynthia's lap houM

may salvage them from an old can ...

the alley; even Archie, though h« if
given no evidence of it in the precewW
scenes, may suddenly become maKUU-**-
and wrest them from the villain in ¦*

terrific encounter in which hc slap* **

rascal until his cheeks burn.
And if you're plot, if there is * P*^

can't be solved, don't feel that you0
a failure. There is just one way toP
a motion picture play, whether LftsF
ciety Drama, Western Stuff or on« ¦

the other rare themes:
Just call for a few hundred /«. ¦

Old Glory tcaving in the breets. %


