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Mental Preparedness
The qualification whichAmericansmostneednow
AMERICAN exports for this year will exceed $4,500,000,000,

i according to estimates. They are near that now.

This is more than double our export trade before the war,
and two and one-half times what it was only ten years ago. Our
exports for 1916 exceed imports by all of $2,300,000,000, which
shows a remarkable balance of trade in our favor.

These are big figures. They indicate a tremendous business.
producing and selling on a gicjantic scale.

True, much of the increa?e has come from "war orders."
But when the war stops, why should either the volume or the
value of American exports be less?

Do you know
.what will probably happen after the war? Are you familiar

with those fundamental conditions which underlie the devel¬
opment and progress of nations?

.-what actualiy happened after other wars.in England, for
instance, after the Napoleonic campaigns? In our own

United States after the Oml war? To belligerents and neu-

trals after the Franco-Prussian war? In international trade
after the Russo-Japanese war?

.whether peace sends the price of commodities up or down ?
Makes money "easy" or scarce?

.if any nation actualiy faced bar.kruptcy, or repudiated a war

debt ? Or how war debts affect taxation ?
.what happens in immigration and emigration?

Or, in trying to anticipate what will happen after this war, do

you merely take counsel ofyour jears, fearing the worst and
most improbable 7

This is America's opportunity. War is blazing the way for
America to commercial supremacy. However long the war

may continue, Europe must eventually reconstruct. Thousands
of square miles of territory, now in ruins, must be rebuilt Mil¬
lions upon millions must be clothed and fed.
Are we Americans aa a people prepared to take full ad-

vantage of this opportunity ?

You're a business man. Put the question squarely up to your-
self. How much do you reaJJy know about other countries and
other peoples, their way of living and doing business? And if
you don 7 know, how can you form an intelligent opinion as to
what will happen ?

Heretofore we Americans have had a deep sense of self-suf-
ficiency. We haven't had time or inclination to know how the
rest of the world lived. But now we must know.

England, Germany and other nations, reaching out after com¬
merce and new markets, studied countries and people and con¬

ditions. So the American business man, the manufacturer and
the merchant and the salesman, must inform himself if he would
develop.if he hopes to make the most of present opportunities.
How? Read. What? The new

a

aedia Britannica
Handy Volume" Issue

This wonderful book of laKflriedge literally
bnngs the wholo world to you It telta you
all about foreign countries, their people, th- ir
history, their progres.s their debts. An hour
a day with the Britannica will soon give you as

rlearand comprehensive an idea of the rest of
the world as you nov/ have cf the states of
the union.

This great book, written hy the foremost
authorities of modern times, unfolds Bfe in
South Africa.in England. France and Germany,
inChinaandJapan,mBraz:l,i:.Austra!ia,every-
uhere.in such an mtimate, interesting way
that you get the atnwsphcre as well as the facts.

But this marvelous book, with its 41,in*)separate
articles, is more than a guJde for the enterpns-
ing business man of theUnitei 1 States in fitting
him to be aCitizen of theWorld The Britan¬
nica is a complete library oi knowledge on

every subject appealing to intelligent persons.

It discusses in i way you can understand, every
branch of science and industry, literature and
art, religjon and philosophy, invention and
nif.neenng, history and race development,
wars and peace, also architecture, astronomy,

mistry, sociology, education, steam and
electricity, geology and geography, biography,
law, physics.everything.

You and your family can find in the Britannica
a liberal education.the answer to the hun-
dred and six questions which every day come
to your mind. It will tell you more about
everything than you can get from any other
source.

This supreme book of knowledge consists of 29
complete,compact volumes, containing about
30,000 pages, 44,000,000 words, 15.000 iilus-
trations and maps. More than 500,000 big
facts are indexed for quick finding.

Can You Answer These?
Do you know

-that Johannetbarg it at metropoliian and
enterpruing at an American city -that
tha cott of living there it higher than m
New York or London ?

-that Turkey't carrancy it the mott defact-
ii . of any country'e ?

how \eool growing hat deceloped Argenttna
and why Continantat Europe gett mott of
tha oatput ?

-that tha pawnthop it a mott important
banking factor in China ?

-that tha largatt raiiway ttation in the
world itn't in New York or London but in

Matbouma ?

Do you know
-why South America, which onca trcded

exclutitiely with Spain and Portugal,
thiftad to England and Germany ?

-that in Ruttia the "middla man" it a much
greater factor in trade than hara ?

-why mott of our butinatt with South
Amenca it import trada ?

-tha real attituda of commercial Japan to-
ward tha United States.and what tha
protpactt ara for talling American goodt
thara ?

-how England, not raiting a pound ot cot-

ton, became tha teat of cotton mana-

factare ?

Only
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The present stock of Britannica is printed on

genuine India paper. War has cut off the sup-
ply of India paper. Therefore the sets of the
Britannica now in stock are all that can be
printed on this faraous paper.ao thin that
1000 pages make a book only an inch thick,
so tougn that it will last for ages.

You need the Britannica.you certainly want it
on genuine India paper. To get a set you
must act at once. Don't delay.don't lose this
opportunitv. But now.yes, this very mo-
ment.write for the illustrated "Bookof 100
Wonders," which tells you all about the
Britannica.

Think of it! The world's greatest book of
knowledge, the Britannica printed on genuine
India paper, may be bought for a limited
time for

first payment, and
small monthly payment*

Send for the "Book of 100 Wonders,"
which explains howuseful the Britan¬
nica would be to you. As a Christmas
gift for your business partner, oryour
general manager, or that boy of yours,
or for ycursclf, the Britannica is with¬
out its equal. Send for the "Book of
100 Wonders" NOW.
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MAKh AND MAIL NOW

You can see sets and leave orders at:

? SEARS. ROEBUCK AND CO.
Chioago, lllinois

Gcntleraen :
Please aend me, free, "Th* Book of 100 WouaUr*," illustrated,

pivinsr interesting information on a hundred subiecta and full infnr-
mation about the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Aiso tell me what I
will have to pay for one of the remaining sets of the "Handy
Volume" Issue of the Britannica printed on genuine India pfcpar.

GimbelBrofhers
Sixth Atc, 32nd and 33rd Sts.

CHAS. SCRIBNERS S0NS,
597 Fifth Avenue.

HENRY MALKAN,
42 Broadway.

Name
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