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The Cheapest Thing in the Whole Stock Was a Chauffeur at $300

fice Instead ¢ ing for a
- 3 “a ¢con-
g, a4 loving eompan-
1 an. irue,
. rl ple ng for
sure that it was the
hat she was
P
3 I pass over the painful discussion that fol
ve lowed, during which The Pirate conjured me to
W remember my family out West, and the excel-
s B are old he lent reputation it had always borne, and I told
' LA SI0E Sl hini that his ideas were hopelessly rural, and [
oy e for & doubted his ability to keep pace with the busi-
il Bl ness methods of a big city. The worst moment
2 of all was when I broke it to himi that not only
I said was I looking for a husband, but that he was
looking for a wife, also. He was most dis-
I ha LB agreeable about it.
I i No. ed. 1M “I'd have to put in an advertisement, you
460 Much t see,” 1 tried to explain, “and this way we can
put both our needs in the same paragraph, and
D he hegan s tone of un =ave money."
" “But I don't want any wife,” The Pirat
3 o f 1 waited moaned, as many another man has done when
‘d . he became aware that matrimony was about
overtake nim.

“What of that?" I asked, airily, “Surely you
don't expect to have everything in life happen
just the way vou want it. And, anyhow, you
don't have to marry her.”

B “One of the fellows at the office enrolled at
1 the employment agency for a job, and then told
ihem he didn’t want it, for he'd found work
n his own hook,” e=aid The Pirate “But he
L]
! “I Had No ldea 5o Many Women Wanted to Marr) Me"

rp— - OIS Bt 15

. y pay hig little old weekly per cent. just
the sanre.  And if I passed up this wife, I'll bet
they'd muke me pay her alimony.”
I was sorry for him, he was so tragic about
But 1 had to have a chaperon; it's the
accepted way to go husband hunting. And [
wanted to get the mas=culine point of view, too,
for, of course, I intended to put him into the
torv—though T did not mention that till on
the way home.
At last The Pirate suceumbed to the charm
i an advertisement I pointed out, where “Two
00, daughter 22, Prot-
estar h to marry two
ntlemen of affairs, irreproachable character,
a houschold word in the

-opean ladies, mother

ts, money without stint, w

and whose name 18

amnm where thes

The prospect of reading, even in an advertise

ment, that his name was & household word
won him completely.
sited with a tardy qualm at the door of 385

West End Avenue.

| was the one who was

Odd Lots and Remnant Sale?
No, Nothing of the Sort

“Marriage is a solemn step; let's go to the
movies,” I suggested, But The Pirate wouldn't

ing the

hear to giving project up

“We'll take our new husband and wife along
to the movies with us," he =aid, *Let's make
it a party.”

I've had at least two great disappeintments
in life. The first one came when | entered a
pawnshop for the initial occasion, and looked
around for the double-bent, snarling, pig-eyed
sort of a proprietor you meet in Dickens, to find
a nice looking man in a gray tweed coat. The
greater blow came when | arrived at 385 West
‘nd Avenue, expecting to find husbands ar-
style of the

I in the neat and expeditious
department stores, on basement tables, ac cord-
ing to the price, the
with the odd lots; the $3,000 enes on another,
and g0 on up to the For what I saw
was only an up-to-date business office that made

00 ones on one table,

counts.

you think of stenographers and office boys and
evervday things like that
A man came toward us, rubbing hig hands
bhriskly. You got
rimonial business
hame for you to take his tinre.
“You had an appointment?” he asked.
We had never dreamed that it would be nec-
essary. The Pirate looked at his watch.
“Was it for 8 o'clock?” he asked, putting the
byrden of the prevarication upon a womarn,
which is a thing that men almost inv ariahly do
“Are we late?" I asked anxiously.
“Not at all.” said the brisk man, politely,

the impression that the mat
was so rushing that it was a

“Your names?"”

“This is my sister,” The Pirate explained
hastily, "My name 1 Jennings, and hers is
er—Bryan. She 15 my half sister,” he added

hastily. But it didn't matter at all, for the

brisk man looked in his
<aid: *“Ah, yes; 8 o'clock was right.”

appointment book and

Hushands and Wives Not
Carried in Stock

“Nou're looKInge or ni uppested
[here was an awful pavs The Pirnts
wouldn't break it, and 1 couldn’t

apiece,” |

“I mean, to

“We want a husband and wil
safd at la=t in embarraszment.
want a hus—I

gether, [ nmean we each

mean’'—

belong.—No, 54014

| stopped, for the br man wasn't paying
He was evin

and sayving that

the slightest attepntion to me,

The Pirate with enthusiasm
he wits sure there would be no trouble at all i
fitting him out,

“Please show us a few samples of each,” |
commanded, for T hadn't any intention of being
left out of the conversation. It was my party,
in the first place.

But the hushand-clerk explained that they
didn't carry any in sto Their pictures, o
certainly, of course, { ! But the fiest thing
to be done was to advise Monsieur and Madame,
he added, rubbing his hands together more
briskly than before. But he had to put it into
inglish before we gol it,

for advice is & mere nominal one «

plai
“The fee
one dollar,”
“Hut [ thought the dollar was for a husband

ke reproached,

or a wife,” | objected. “Do you mean to say

It's per

ollar just for advice?

we pay 4 whole ¢
fectly ridiculous to charge for advice about
getting married. Everyhody in
the world gives vou advice about that for

It isn't done.

nothing.”
“Your friends, perhaps, but”—
brick man.
“Evervbody,” 1 insisted,

and the woman acros®

said the

“Your aunts and

vour forty-third cousins

home thi

sit next on the ferry

the street, and the woman who brings
aundry, and the man you

matrimony. I've got

scads of advice about
enough on hand to last for three lifetimes, and
if you think I'm going to pay out another dol
lar for"—

“Oh, for muttered The
Pirate, getting red behind his ears, That's an
other thing about men. Even in antique shops
or Division Street clothing stores, where the
fied and distrustful
ask for half off,

f it were

(_’I';I'Iﬂ.]"[l‘ e sakes!"

hopkeeper would be morti
of your character if you didn't
a man avoids the subject of price as
something demoralizing, or, anyhow, uot quite

delicate,

“Doe< a guarantee go with this?" 1 asked, a=
we paid out our doliars,

“A guarantee of advice,” answered the brisk
“But vou don't agree to get us a husband or

a wife or the dollar back?” I demanded,

‘But that would be impossible, miss!" he
aid with an impressive upward shrug of hi
hands. “Surh matters are in the hand of

Providence.”
Wives, It Seems, Come Much
Cheaper Than Husbands

“We are tired of leaving it to Providence,” [
explained. “That's why we're here.”

“About Monsicur, here, there will be no
trouble,” consoled the vender. “I
have in mind at least a s for him.”

“]—1 think that is probably too many,” mur
mured The Pirate, with his f
his head.

He might
though, he was told.
only reward (except that of an approving co!
<cience) the marriage vender got in return for

marriage

0 0f wWives

eyes popping out

have to get more advice nrst,

Advice money was the

his time, his railroad fare, his postage, |

hotel bills, his introductions. He shook |
head over the laws controlling marriage brok
erage contricts and quoted, sadly

“A marriage contract, by which one perso
igrecs to pay another a consideration if he will

: ire an advantageous marriage for him, or
pay another for services to be rendered in pro-
uring & wife for him, is void. Money pad

under such & contract may be recovered.”

rful, forgetting his own woes,
he assured The Pirate that there were wives

r for him all the way from near the main

railroad station in Berlin to the furiherest co
er of The Bronx. They all had money and
charm, some of them were beautiful, and ail of
them appreciated the fact that maseuline affee-
tion earried to the wth power of matrimony

vas at a decided premium.

Fine Opportunity Awaits a
“Polished Gentleman”

“Monsicur is still young," he mused, taking
toek of The Pirate. “Would nineteen be about
10 ;'.’_ppv _."
I'he Pirate grinned, and said that nineteen
uld do nicely, ed to a preference for
and admitted that $100,
000 would be a sufficient recompense for hav-
ing to remember to come home to dinner.
“0Of course, there are many whe have more
money than that," the brisk gentleman men-
tioned, “Here 13 one with 800,000, and she is
anly thirty-five. And here i3 one bul forty-five,
with half a million, who wishes to marry a

polished gentleman.”

confes

londes with dimples

“I'm Looking for a Husband,” | Said, as Soon as [ Opened the Door

REFERRED

*said The Pirate.

Let's have a squint at her

‘She must have forgotten to inclose her piet
iwre” regretted the marriage vender “But |
should be glad to accompany you, in perzon, to
make the introduction.”
to offer The Pirate (“-l"r:.lhlﬂg
from & stenographer to an editor’s widow, from
a saleslady to a Jewish woman “with $100,000
in cash,” from a Rus=sian cook to a girl whose
nrill. Al of them brought
varying degrees, and nono

He went on

dowry included a ga
money with them, ir
of them demanded anything more than “fond

ove'” or “perfect respes tability” or “trus re-

finement” in return,

The marriage vender said that he conducted
is trade with great discretion and convenlien-
ality, and I think he spoke the truth. No sd-
dresses are ever disclosed, for instance And
nis discretion was no doubt the reason why he
was reluctant to display photographs in se

many instances, Only those able to present

references are accepted as candidates, it may
w mentioned.

“I had no idea so many women wanted te
marry me,” The Pirate said, swelling out his
chest, and apparently hesitating between an
orphan of unlimited wealth, who admitted that
she was comely, and a Swedish cook, aged
twenty-seven, Out West most cooks are
Swedish, and it is The Pirate’s contention that
those only have eaten who have tasted their
dinners.

Men Customers Prefer
Ready-Made Wives T

“I think it's time we looked the husbands
over,” I said, for I thought The Pirate had had
too much attention.

“That isn't—er—so easy,” said the marriage
vender, while I' glared at him and The Pirate
grinned the way he used to when he was ten
years old and trying to show the place where
his wisdom teeth would be when he grew up.

He explained immediately that there was
nothirig at all personal about it. It merely
happened that mest of his men_cusiomers pre-
ferred that line of ready-made wives that is
accompanied by a bonus. (The word 13 my
own; the marriage vender put it more tactfully
by asking what sunr I wished to meation in my
advertisement,)

“You mean that T can’t get married without
money?” 1 demanded, determined to know the
worst.

The brisk man didn’t at all like my way of
putting it. No, no, he said. There was one
farmer—see!—and one gentleman who said
that nationality did not make any difference,
and doubtless a number of others on the free
list, And dlso many of the requirementa were

-oh, very moderate, indeed!

There was a milkman, for instance, seeking
a lady with £5,000—just as if the milkmen
didn't have money enough! Or, if T couldn’t
afford that, there was a butcher for $2,0007 A
poet came at $5,000; but I have always heard
that the wives of geniuses have an awful time.
There was an optometrist, also at $5,000, whe
appealed to me greatly, because I didn't know
until I looked it up later what an optometrist
was, Think what a thrill there would be in not
knowing what your husband was doing! Of
course, lots of women don't, but they don't
know that they don't know, which takes away
half the fun.

A poolroom owner was ready to marry a
“lady without children,” but with $5,000. A
haron wanted a woman of wealth. And that's
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T 4 RN T L Tl T



