¢ Muced by March 15, the legislative machine | o " pecayse it is the richest and most |

" fhe Assembly, confessed the other day that
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You can purchase merchandise advertised
in THE TRIBUNE with absolute safety—for
if dissatisfaction results in any case THE
TRIBUNE guarantees to pay your money back
upon request. No red tape. Noquibbling. We
make good promptly if the advertiser does not. |

A Time-Killing Legislature

Few legislaturer have wasted more|
time, with less excuse, in a decade than |
that of 1917, Its leaders are now discuss: |
ing, in a tentative and prograrameless kind !
of way, the date of adjournment. I they |
would perfect and bring to a vote as|
prompiiy as they ought to do the meas- |
ures on the very few subjects of impor-

tance now pending the sezsion could '.ue;
endad in a month |
fiovernor Whitman's annual message |

Yaid before the lawmakers few matters of |
rea! moment, and fewer of urgency. The
legislators themselves have produced few |
others in the two thousand or so hills
which clutter the calendars. The rival
excize bills, that providing for local option |
in eities and that reducing the number of |
saloons and increasing license fees; the |
bill ereating a state police foree; the foods
and markets bill; the bills proposing devel- |
ment of the state facilities for caring for
insane and feeble-mrinded; the bills recodi-!
fying the education laws and enabling the
state to acauire its share of Federal appro-
priations for vocational education—these
pnd the regulation appropriation bills are
about the only legislation of prime value
yow before the two houses, |

Up to date only one measure of impor- |
Rance or general interest has been passed—
the woman suffrage amendment. No rea-
pon is upparent why these others should
got be brought to a vote as well in the next
gouple of weeks as at the end of a couplr'
of months. Mr. Adler. majority leader of |

while the Legislature had run about half |
§ts course it had not completed half its
work. The plain fact is that though the

. Btate maintains an expensive bill-drafting form. the Governors of such arrange

d reference department all the year in
endeavor to prepare for and perl'etrli
islation, and has set up a system of |
handling the financial bills which pmvides!
ghat they must be fornrulated and intrn-I

grinds along in the same old fashion, and |
§f there is less than usual to do there is|
Bhe more time to wuste.

The leaders this year cannot even argue |
fn extenuation of the inertia that they hnvt‘!
béen busy with all the problems laid before |
them. One of the chief questions of admin- |
Pstration, important not only for this hutI
for all subsequent years, i¢ that of stand-
prdizing and classifying the titles and!
duties and salaries of civil service em-|
ployes. This would result in cheaper and |
more efficient department gervice. It has !
been pending ever since the Horton civil |
gorvice committee investigated the matter
and made recommendations for a gruera!!
georganization, wnredicting a saving of |

! mainly punitive and rclatively

| continue for long if a sl

| likely, therefore, that in future r

have decided to run no unnecessary risks,[douhtedly come men would make mone}'!

but to undertake destructive raids only [if this nation went to war. Others would |
under the most favorable conditions. lose. It is inconceivable that any Ameri- |

A vear ago it was hoped in Germany |can administration would deliberately sub-
that sooner or later it would be possible ' ordinate the honor of the nation to the|
to pay visits almost daily to England, | interest of either of these groups. |
and, indeed, considering the raids are| Certain it is that capital or business |
haphaz- | as a whole prefers peace to war, Nothing |
|50 upsets the industrial life of the world |
frequently. But the cost was too great, or exhausts its wealth as war. Business
and it would have been immpossible to|men are fast learning this fact. It is safe
hip or two were | to say that even in Germany, if the diplo-
It is not un-|matic policies of 1914 had been left to the
aids will | great, silent business classes of the empire,
more formida- | there would have heen no war. The war

ard, the main hope lay in repeating them

to be lost on every trip.

he fewer, though possibly

Protection for the Flag

Notable Chiefly for Its Absence in
Many State and Federal Codes

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: We boast of our glorious flag. We
#ay it iz the emblem of patriotism. of liberty,
of equality before the law. We love to
boast that it floats over forty-eight {ree
states; that the loyal sons of the country
would die for the flag, as they ever have in
the pest.

All this is much like g man shouting on the

strest corner, bossting of how he loves
home, wife and children, when he does nn:};-
ing to protect, but allows any insane villain

!

PERIL OF REACTION IN THE NEW RUSSIA [How Trench Raids

‘ Is Russia to be a constitutional monarchy
| or a republie? This is the paramount prﬂb-]
| lem eonfronting to-day the Russian nation.

The solution of this problem is pregnant|
with many possibilities. It may essily prove
a source of great danger to the new regime. |
Internal strife and civil war may follow as a
result of submitting the matter to the Rus-
sian people for solution.

To make Russia a republic three months
from now will be mueh more difficult than at
the present moment. For the tremendous
shock that the overthrow of Nicholas Il car-
ried with it to the people of Russia has pre-

By ISAAC DON LEVINE

nations and plans.  But, besides this br.:il.1
there is still another factor to be reckoned
with. And this is the deeply rooted rev-
erence for the Crzar in the large masses of
the peasantry. These have never believed |
the Czar to be bad or wrong. If they were
oppressed, if they were starved and slaugh-
tered. they mnever laid the blame on the
“Little Father.” It was the government that |
was in the popular imagination held respon-
sible for ail injustice and oppression.

The Russian moujik believes that if the|
sovereign could he brought in contact w'nthl
the people he would give them land and
freedom. The abolition of the

‘A Description of Some

Are Conducted
By the French

Method,
Used in Carrying Out Local
Offensives

(H. Warser Allen in The Londow Morming Prrsy
The German attack in Champagne of Tast

hureancracy | week was conceived and carried out on ey

~_but the purely fanciful reports

| sels,
| -
States. She intended to make war on the . faet that the causes of war are more
United States when. she !SSUNII her. latest psychic than economic. Hence the Pacifist | pnd navy was afforded any protection.
[ war zone proclamation. She is acting on | a1k of Socialists sounds eynical, unsym- | Section 125 of thut sct it was made unlawful

| ggainst Germany.

ble in point of strength.
We have no way of tel

much damage was done on this occasion, | most
drawn up | pared for it.

by conjecture in Berlin can no longer de-

ceive the German people.
that another Zeppelin

a matter of routine,

At War
Theee Ameriean merchantmen
sunk vesterday by German submarines.
Germany knows exactly what she is

were

doing when she attacks our merchant v8s-| pasherland.

She it making war on the United

the theory that war exists,

Our government, on the contrary, is;;-mmpt men to risk their lives and dul
acting on the theory that the two coun- i, the moral issues at stake.

tries are still at peace. German war ves-
sels fire on our flag, destroy our shipping
and kill our citizens. We do not respond
in kind, but merely supply American
ships with guns and gunners with which
to defend themselves against the personal

misconduct of individual German subma- |
| rine commanders,

This is an anomalous situation, and one
which cannot long persist, To be at war
and not 1o be at war is impossible alike
in law and reason.

When Congress meets it should be its
first duty to make a declaration of war

istent,
A Committee on Self-Help
It ought not to be necessary for the
Governors of New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland to

' uppeal jointly to the War Department for

On the other | pacifists, all wars look alike,

hand, they will be discouraged to learn are equally in the wrong.
has been lost, for | anywhere is to blame for this war, then

| such losses have come of late to be almost

Such action will mere- |
Iy recognize a condition already long ex- |

found both England and America, the| insult, ravish, rob, trample them under|

| was the sim of the Russisn peasant, not the | actly the same principles as the almost daily
abolition of autocracy. Arguments are of  assaults that have been made on the Ger.

“capitalistic,” dangerously unpre-| peard there was no national or Federal law
| protecting the flag, but could hardly believe
To the Socialist mind, and to many!it. To make sure T wrote to Hon, M. T.
and both sides France, United States Attorney,
If capitalism the following courteous reply: :

“It will no doubt strike you as unusuzi
that there is no Federal law defining the
pat Ihe.hlgmc }‘Ihef[‘ the ‘et ftartrtl. ?“ proper and improper use of the flag and fix-
the capitalists in Germany, Yet the So-| ing @ penalty for defilement and abuse of the
cialist group in the Reichstag. with the| yymbol. TLe only reference to the flag which
exception of the emall Liebknecht fac- is at sll material to your inquiry is one
tion—have stood from the beginning prac- | contained in Section 0,490, Compiled Statutes
tically committed to the Kaiser's war pro- of 1914, which provides that no trade mark

| i millions of “& Aos' ‘ot | shall be registered which ‘consists of or com-
granme, and millions of “comrade ok prizes the flag or coat-of-zrms or other in-

\in trenches and U-boats fighting for the gimmia of the United States or any simulation
' thereef."

' L i " us
The Socialist philosophy fails to grasp In this connection

| Tune 2, 1018, that the uniform of the srmy
By

which | for any persun not an officer or enlisted man
1 of the United States srmy. navy or marine
teorps to wear the duly prescribed uniferm
the United States army, navy, marine

| pathetic, blind to the motives

of

No Court Review of Facts

Unless the Legislature wunts to see the |
Publie Service Commissions deprived of | iy any insult he pleascd, and no one could
power for prompt and effective regulation | invoke the law of the United States to pun-
of the corporations under their jurisdic-
3 t 1 + &
tion it m.llhml _the ]‘F."".( st ]udg.eul_mth | is something even more amazing.
it by the Little Neck Civie Association—|  The flag could be dragged through the mud
and supported by good citizens all over the  of every street and alley in Arkansas, Flor:
state—against the enactment of certain
|el:lslllltlo‘n .11resm'11ell‘ by A’\Fsﬂ‘nh!ymani.r'x“. and no law, cither Federal or state,
Martin. This legislation would, in effect, | coyid he found to punish such offende:
set aside a recent decision of the Court of | Even the District of Columbis, which con-
Appeals that in & review of a commission’s | 13ins the ﬁ?t :f cu*wlnrr;‘"l;!;uhad nmlili.lf

o i - : protecting the flag until February 8, i
0% Beet o & ‘?nt O{ Corkiora the court Grand Army pests throughout the state have
may not substitute its own view of the
facts for the commission's findings. | legislators to speedily enact such laws that

Residents of Little Neck and Douglaston | the flag for which these veterans offercd
wanted to obtain gas, and the corporation
to which they applied, the New York and
Queens Gas Company, declined to furnish
it, alleging that the expense of laying

form, ete.”

auch law! lsnt it astonishing?

| homa, Panama Canal Zone, Tennessee and

jshment. Flag protection and teaching
patriotism form the remaining work of the
veterans of the Grand Army, and we are try-

ing to do our duty in this crisis, which may

corps, or any distinctive part of such uni-|

Therefore, sny one so disposed could drag
the Star-Spangled Banner through the mud,
of the streets from Maine to California, offer

ish the insult. simply because there is no
But thers,

| ida, Georgis, Rentucky, North Carolina, Okla-

asked me to write The Tribune, urging our’

| their lives may be properly protected and it
insulters brought to speedy and proper pun-|

ling exactly how]nations which are generally W““i‘l""‘d;rom. and murder, if he so pleases, | have | duced the most faverable opportunity for

{ the abolition of the traditional, centuries-old
form of government.
traitorous Cabinet and the degenerat

i swept away with no special effort on the part
| of the revolutionary leaders.

I Three months from now the situation L]

| The scattered and frightened dark forces will
have time to draw their breath and mobilize
their resources. The pernicious influences
will have plenty of opportunity to band them-
| <alves together. And an attempt will un-
ldouhtcdly be made to regain the lost power

| ang) restore the old regime.
The chances for the success of such an at-

apt, if not bound, to assume a different aspect.|

no avail when one faces & faith that is un-|

| So long ns they denounced the ministers
| and governors they were sure of popular
| support and sympathy. |
An appeal to the peasantry on the part |
of the “Little Father" may prove the begin- |
| ning of a successful counter revolution, The |
| intellectuals, the industrial classes and the
| aducated peasants will always stand pehind |
| the liberal leaders. But the tens of millions !
 of semi-civilized, illiterate moujika could be |
| swayed from one position to another by
| varfous influences. |
| Sueh is the peril involved in the present

man trenches during the last month o twy

‘i h : ;
Together ":hc;’n: | shakable. The revolutionary propagandists p. sho Allied nrmies. It attracted a cortals
| EBF. | f 1606 have often been worsted for eriti-| oo Lo, public. attentfen
and recelved | the monsrchical institution could to-day be' ine the Czar by their peasunt audiences.

» 1o say nothing
of a congratulatory telegram from the Gep
man Emperor, not on account of its jy.
portance or the results attained, but simply
becuuse such an event is relutively rare on
the German side as compared with the pep
petual sttacks made both by French ang
English on the enemy’s lines,

Such loeal offensives fall naturally intg
two categories, according as they are andes.
taken in considerable force, with the inten.
tion of holding permancntly the portion of
the enemy trenches attacked or in small

tempt should not be underestimaied. Thﬂ"‘!dechion of the provisional government to | force, with the purpose of doing as much

tion: Are there clements in the Russiun na-
| tion strong enough to support a movement
i toward the restoration of the monarchy ? And
| both are afirmative answers to this query.
| There ars to-day in Russia about a million
men who were employed in the Czar's govern-
mental plant. The reconstruction of the gov-
crnment will put  large majority of these
tehinovniks cut of work. For most of the
former government's officials were illiterary,
ignorant, corrupt and incompetent men. Rus-
sia is going to strain all her resourcesa for the
<uccessful prosecution of the war. The first
step is obviously the remodelling of the vast
government machine. This means the crea-
tion of & large element of discontent in the
| empire. 1t means the ¢reation of thousands
of revolutionaries against the new system
| responsible for their downfall.

The black leaders wiil therefore have a
basis on which to build their secret machi-

ling to know that it was not until the et of in this connection. HBoth answer the ques- | election the form of the Russian gOVOTN- | |imited time and then retiring to the

ment. Great as that peril is, the old régime
| has hardly a chance in a thousand, There |
| may be strife and civil war, but the cause
| of the new Russia is certain to trlumphl
| over the remnants of the old order. And
| with the triumph of the former a free and |
| demorratic Russia Is assured. |
| The Russian democracy has taken into its |
| hands the fortunes of the nation. and it
{ will not permit the return of the archaic |
| system. Should the form of government be
| monarchieal, not republican, it is going to
|be & constitutional monarehy. The Crar,
| whoever he may be, will never again be per-
| mitted to play with the destinies of 180,000,- |
{000 men. He would become a figurehead,
while the ruling would be done by a minis-
| try responsible to a parliament elected on
Ithn most demoeratic and radical bases in

the world, 1

Those [_)iving Cruisers

Why Doubt the Existence of Vessels
with Thirty Torpedo Tubes?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: My attention has been called to the
interesting articles by Louis Durant Edwards
on the new German srmored submarines, or
| diving cruisers, which were faatured in your
issues on February &, 4 snd 0 The wide
comment upon them in army und navy cir-

A Divided Ireland

' Why the Delay of Home Rule Is Not.
Due to English Obduracy

| To the Editor of The Tribune.
| Sir: Your editorial on the Irish crisis
seoma to have displessed several of your cor-
| respondents.  There are Americans to-day
| who cannot forget the England of George
1.  Similarly the South of Ireland cannot
forget the England of Cromwell’s time. En-

mains and giving the service would be too
great for reasonable profit. Appeal was
taken to the commission in this district,
which after hearings ordered the company
to furnish this service. The order was re-
viewed, the case resulting in a decision by
the highest court upholding the commis-
: ion, with the laying down of the principle
'l'hl:u‘:!'nre [';nustrtwl\et thluz!;s as ;he} ardo that the commission’s findings of fact were
e EPamﬂ‘:“ bl"]'mgﬁ:‘u Ml-tm '; not reviewable. Apparently the direct an-
:1: ";;.ddfen;i:“ mnhufe fe'?‘llltm'o | gwer to this decision is the legislation
9 ARAE 5, or, having lailed 10 1n-{ ,oqinet which the long-suffering vesidents
: | of Little Neck and the Public Service Com-
desirable that the | . .i.; here are protesting.
However vital this matter may be to
[ Little Neck, it is quite as important to the
| rest of the state. The entire structure of
| regulation of corporations by the commis-
populous section of the Union and is theismm.: = endar'.m'-rmi. I..hﬂw h.m*"'q “_“ e
- ; v | specialists, heaving testimony n detail, on
chief seat of finance, trade and industry.| ' . ; e
: 1 *¥ I ywhich they base their orders. To have
We have to guard not only against raids .
¥ 3 these orders reversed by a court on & point
from the outside, but against plots and x ; ;
of law is only proper protection for cor-
| porations, which ave entitled to their day

aisorder from within.
The state militia are the only force | z i
y : X ir court, and never fail to take it. To huve
now available for defence. They are on a 4 i
; r | the decisions reversed by a court on a dif-
peace footing as regards strength. Some - : ;
organizations are not even up to &3 ferent view, or interpretation, of facts, of |
' p PERCE 1 e evidence, is largely to wipe out the use.
At the best it

strength, They should be recruited “"ifulness GF the soommissions:

supplies and equipment with which to put
the militia of their states on a war foot-
ing. It ought not to be necessary, either,
for officers of the Army Reserve Corps
and candidates for that corps to be drill-
ing on Governor's Island with broomsticks
instead of rifles,

ments, it was most
states themselves should take action look-
ing to self-defence.

The Middle States cover the territory
on the Atlantic coast most exposed to at-

once to war strength, supplied { R
! : PP’ 554 means the resubmission of the case to them |
equipped. These states are willing to do - ) ; il
: ,. and a rehearing, long and time consuming. |
their part, But they need the coopera. .. ; !
There is no more ground for such a re-|

tion of the War Department in order to
mobilize the resources at their command. |

The Federal government has failed in
Hav-

versal than there is for the reversal of the
findings of a jury. If the commissions are
to have real power for prompt and effect-

| its duty to create a nati S
thousands of dollars annually by the cut- i Stmad Krany

ual regulation of corporations the decision

s : 3 i thus i e
ting out of incompeients and wasters in | lng thus: thaown the burden:of ' defence vn

the state’s employ. This was called to the |
attention of the present Legislature by the

Governor, but there is no prospect of action |
enit. Neither is there any sign of activity |
toward the production of a simple and uni- |
fied administration of state charitable in-|
stitutions, such as has been proposed by

Mr. Strong, the Governor's commissioner,

following his investigation of the State

Board of Charities. Endeavor along cither

tine would have heen more worthy of legis-

iative effort than a silly inouiry into the
ealaries of movie actors and the finances

of moving picture concerns, even for a|
prospect of incressed revenue through tax-

ation of that industry,

There is still opportunity to finish the
tasks undertaken by the Legislature in a
yeasonable time if the leaders speed up the
machinery. Thoy can carn the gratitude
of the public thereby, and save the state a
goodly sum in clerk hire and running ex-
penses, which might be worth their while |

. in a year when the treasury is not filled
afo bursting.

of the Court of Appeals must not be set

be 8s serious s our own Civil War.
C. J. GREENLEAF,
A Patriotic Instructor, G. A. R.
New York, March 12, 1817,

Our Regiments Large Enough

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The letter in your issue of yvesterday
by Genersl MeCoskry Butt, N. G. N, Y., seems
to be an attempt to prejudice the public

| sgainst the War Department and the General |

Staff.
He urges companies of 250 men fer our

srmy, ns in Europe, instead of 160 men, the'
{present American standard. His argument is

not based on tactical grounds, where a good
case ean be made for his contention, but on
the side of economy, to reduce the number of

the high-priced officers, and this has no merit. |

An Ameriean company of 150 has three of-
ficers. General Butt fuils to mention that the
European company eof 250 has not less than
five, making the ratio between officers and
men the same—one to fifty,

As a matter of fact, we have a smaller ratio
nf officers than do most European armies, In
their regiments of 5,000 men, advocated by
General Butt for us, they have from 100 to

110 officers, depending on the country; with |

us two regiments of 1,800 cach, or a total of

| 8,600, call for 102 officers only.

The number of officers in all armies is de-

pendent on the number of men; the question

of organization affects it to but & very small

degree, 5o that practically the same numberof |

officers are required for any given number of

men, no matter how they may be orgunized,
General Butt's argument i« {allacious from

beginning to end. ARMY.
Newport, R, 1., Mareh 16, 1917,

Hoping for a Mexican Invasion
To the Editor of The Tribune.

[ teresting.

¢les and in the press has also been very in-|lightened Americans and enlightened Irish-
men know that England of to-day is vastly
Startling ae these atticles were, however. | different, and [reland of to-dasy participates

the states, the least it can do now is to
help the states organize, train and arm
the forces which they are able to raise.
The spirit of self-help shown at the Gov-
ernors’ meeting was admirable. It de-

serves the immediate and friendly atten-

tion of the general government,

The Socialist’'s Mistake
I'he Socialist assertion that “the capital-
ists controlling the government are fore-
ing this nation into war" is, of course, only
o bit of Socialist propaganda secking to

use the present crisis for the expression

f its made-in-advance theories. The

doctrinaire Socialist does not require facts
hefore making statements of such sweep-
ing nature. According to his a priori
theory of the cause of war, capitalist in-
triguing must be held responsible in any
and every case,

More than half a century ago Karl Marx
propounded the doctrine of the “materialist
interpretation of history,” according to

0

which every ideal or historic movement is
e . nothing but the struggle of various classes
_ Zeppelin Raids Renewed for their economic interests, Therefore
. Ihough there is reason to believe that | the “capitalist class,” who direct our eco-
u.. their latest air raid on England the | nomic destinies for their own gain, must
(:grmam succeeded 10 reaching the out- | be to blame for war and everything else
skirts of London, it may well be ques-|that is bad for humanity in general, To
tioned whether the raid could be deseribed | be sure, this theory is baséd upon the long

| Sir: Hew can Germany best strike the
United States?
'asts she cannot, a5 & matter of course, send

an army from Germany.

aside by the legislation in question.

Canada's Title to Fame
iFrom The Detroit Journal)

Canada’s poart in the war is one of the
most brilliant chap ers in the world's his-
tery. !

In two yt&1 Rl & R of |
£.000,000, trained in the arts of peace, indif-
forent to the maneeuvrings of war, has be- |
come & big factor on the hattlefield and 1I'1:
the financinl on which military |
success is based. |

Thiz peaceful, energetic neighbor of ours
decided to raise an army of 50,000, inereased
it to 400000 and in now aiming at 500,000,
with certainty of suecess,

A year before the war Canada’s trade bal-

attack?

We have already heard of German reserv-
ists going there by the thousands.
half nation
Mexieans for an invasion of the United
States? There can be re other reason, and

operations the plan scems to be entirely practicable.

out of the fire she will be quite llkely to
do it. It is conceivable that an army of
And what have we to

out much trouble.

in anticipation of a move of this sort?

ance was $430,000,000 on the wrong side; its 44 .

lexports for the present year exceed its| T’_rohnh.:. what it has done from the begin-|
RUTES 28 R e B = I ning of the great confliet—just nothing.

imports by 45,0000 "..' “Sufficiert unto the day is the evil thereof”
Though mnot fully developed industrially, seems to be the Administration’s motto,

Every well-wisher of this country should
hope that Germany will do precisely the

the Dominion hus Leen able to provide fully
for its armics, to manufacture munitions for
its allies and finance the payments, to raise

millions for war relief and to participate | W3¥ t0 wake up this big, flabby, sleepy, Gul-

| liver-like nation and make it do something

While the FEuropean war
Isn't Mexico the

most likely point from which to expeet an|

: 17 this|
report ts troe, what is this movement for
except ta mobilize en army of Germans and |

Germany is dezperate, and if she can per-
sunde Mexico to pull some of her chestnuts |
' not successfully meet an enemy by under-|
100,000 men or more could hbe gathered with-

oppoxe them? What 1s the government doing

thing outlined above. It scems to be the only |

in Hritish loans,

Starting out with & lean from the mother
country, Canada soon found, as the result
of interior reforms forced by the war, that
che could pay her own way, snd this she
ix doing ungrudgingly.

The Dante League

lin the way of preparedness.

as 8 trivmphant success,

It is true that |
all the ships contrived this time to escape | ismr; to be sure, it takes no account of the |
scathless from the attacks of the British ! |
mirmen, but a Zeppelin, supposed to be |
ove of the squadron engaged in the ad-|years. But what of that? The Socialinl;

Ta the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: T would like to enll your attention to
the Dante League of America, which lately
held its first meeting in public at Barnard
College. Mrs. H. Durant Rose founded the
society —a ludy long associnted with the Cam-

discredited philosophy of German material-

advance that has been"made in the study
of social psychology during the last fifty
|

M-T.R.
New York, March 15, 1017

Starving at the Belmont!

| To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: 1 suppose the starvation wages the
railroads have becn paying their trainmen
during the last fourteen months prevented
the latter from enjoving their dinner Thurs-
day noon st Sherry's, for it is noted that they

| necepted their modest fare at the Belmont.

It i« interesting to add that coffee and sand-

| wichen were served the railway managers

from the station restaurant.

®. 0, STEARNS

taking issue with |
was even
1

vour subsequent editorial,
the artieles of your own contributor,
riore sstonishing. 1

€p many wonderful engines of warfare
have been developed in the lust
months that no one is safe in easting reflec-
tions offhand upon &ANY well founded an-|
nouncement of 8 new war Jdevice or an im-|
provement upon an old one.

When the German 42-centimetre gun was/
ploughing holes through Belgium the n¢w5-‘
papers were full of question marks, and army
officers in this and other countries said there |
could be no such gun. Even after the war
started men of high rank in various gov-|
crnments insisied that the meroplane wugid
prove of little value as @ practical rm_l:-
tory unit. To-day the aeroplane is the prin-
cipal factor in heavy artillery runge finding
in land fighting, and at sea the navy depends
upon it mose that upon any other unit for the
discovery of hostile submarines. In the case
of the submarine itself, naval officers and
| statesmen lnughed at Sir Pefcy Scott when
| he prophesied that the cra of the submarine
and the aeroplune had come, and for a few
months the value of the submarine was
| doubted by some old worthics at the very
time that it was working the greatest havoe.

Conseguently the new Tauchkreuzer, or div-
| ing eruiser, deseribed by Mr. Fdwarids, doubt-
{ess is merely s logical development of the
1914 type. There is nothing mere unusual in
cuch & development, the principle of the sub-
marine having once heen mastered, than was |
the development of the telephone, the sub-
marine cible, wireless and the seroplane. In
fact, there is every resson to believe that
passenger and freight ships as large as thoss
now plving the seas will soon be covering ex- |
actly the same routes under the seas and
in the air

Since the paragraph of the Edwards arti-
| ¢les bits of cvidence to corroborate the
statements of this well known writer and
geographer have come to hand, particularly
the article by s French admiral which ap-
peared in “The New York Sunday Times” of
two or three weeks ago.

Ta my mind, Louis D. Edwards and The
New York Tribune rendered a distinet na-
tional service when they informed the Ameri-
| can people of the latest achievement by our
enemy—of the hidden terror which has killed
our women and children and made piracy on
the high seas a fine art, Certainly we can-

thirty |

estimating him and by discounting what we
are told hy reliable autherities about his
power and ingenuity.

EARL HAMILTON SMITH.
Speretary National Aerial Coast Patrol Com-
! mission.
| New York. March B, 1817,

! "The Star-Spaﬁgled Banner'”

|
'To the Editor of The Tribune,

I was an article, under the heading “The Bat-
itle Hymn of the Republic.” suggesting this
hymn as a substitute for our national an-
I them. “The Star-Spangled Banner" will not,
lperhws. bring one to the sudden pitch of
enthusiasm that a more martial poem might,
| but if “The Star-Spangled banner” is sung
!with a proper knowledge of the cireum-
stunces under which it was written and =
knowledge of what the words mean it will
raize in one an enthusiasm that will in-
erease with every word until one's hands are
| clenched and one's bosom awells with an |
| emotion composed by the mingling desires
i to cheer for the eountry represented by that
“Star-Spangled Banner” and to tight ﬂ‘u\li
that flag may continue to wave proudly in |

| England.

/necepting Home Rule” to which the leaders

in the same laws and justice that prevail in
all parts of Great Britain. Irishmen, the
Nationslists in Parliament, help to {rame
not only their own laws, but those slso in |
The old age pension, the health
insurance acts, ete, are ss much in effect in
Ireland as in England, Scotland and Wales.
Nevertheless, as a democracy, England is
anxious that Ireland should have Home Rule
if she wishes it. When Canada, Australia
and South Africa were ready for self-govern-
ment their people were unanimous, and not

| only was self-government granted these colo-

but every assistance was given them to
make it a success, Ireland, unfortunately for
her, is not unanimous. The northeast of
Ulster says, “Decidedly no, we insist upon
being governed by England and represented
in the London Parliament.”

Before the European war started Ulster
went so far as to say to England, “We will
fight you if you attempt to coerce us into

nies,

of the Nationalist party responded to Eng-
lund, “We will fight you if you do not ¢om-
pel Ulster to accept Home Rule” Thus the |
Englishman was between the devil and the |
deep sea. “We will fight you if you do.” |
agid Ulster, “We will fight you if you don't,” |
snid the Nationalists. No compromise on'
either side was apparently acceptable, and
whichever way Englund decided she faced &
fight and in either case civil war.

The matter hus been hanging fire since
August, 1014, and in a spirit of generous

lcompromise Mr. Lloyd George now offers

Home Rule to that part of Ireland that de-
mands it, to take effect at once. Ulster, still
vigorously refusing to entertain severance
from the English government, is offered the

it is rather interest-| grs two important factors to be mnsi&end;hl the people determine through s goneral | harm to the Germans as is possible In o

origi-
nal line. The larger operations, which of.
ten result in veritable battles, as in the ro.
cent Verdun fighting, are necessarily more
complicated than the smaller, which may
engage scarcely more than a corporal and
four men, but in both eases the principles
involved are exactly the same and in hoth
cases success is only possible if the whele
affair has been worked out beforehand in
every detail.  The offensive system now
udopted by the French is the result of ex.
perience and the mature and scientific eon.
sideration of every element that has made
for success or failure in all the countlesy

' attacks, both big and small, that have been

carried out in the conditions of trench war.
fare.

The stage management of a crowd in 5
theatre has, mutatis mutandis, a certain re.
semblance to the organization of an assanlt
Refore the performance every individual
member of the crowd must know exactly
every detail of what he has to do. Simi-
larly, in an attack every soldier must knew
the part that he is to play down to its
smallest points. He must say to himself,
“At such and such a moment 1 must be gt
& certain place. Then | must stop for a cer
tain time and then go on sgain to the next
objective.” He must be familinr with cvery
feature of the ground acroks which he is to
fight his way, and know where he will find
resistance, how best to meet that resist
ance, and which of the modern infantry
weapons, grenade, rifle prenade, automutic
rifte or bayonet, in best adapted to overcoms
it. These things must be known not merely
to officers and non-commissioned ofcers, byt
to every private. That the lesson may be

| thoroughly learned, the shock troops rehearse
Lin all its details every assault, and no paise

are spared that the rehearsal may be made
in precisely the same conditions so farm
concerns ground, obstacles, whaether st
ficlal or natural, and the like as those is
which the actusl offensive will take place

Experience has shown that in modern war
no change even in detail can be made in the
plan of operations when onee Lhe action bas
begun. Owing to the power of modern wr
tillery, there can be little or no communici.
tion between the post of commund in the
vear and the assaulting troops. Moreover
it is beyond mll things necessary that ne
time should be lost, us every minute wasted
is giving time and opportunity to the enemy
to concentrate on the threatened point
Consequently there can be no waiting for
orders from the reai. And yet never befors
in the history of war was communicstion
with the rear so essential as it is to-day
Advancing infantry, if its position i= not
known sceurately, is always in danger of
coming under the fire of its gwn guns, and
nothing is more demoralizsing to an advance
Events have shown that peither signals net

" merial observation are mndequate to Keep the

gunners informed ms to the position of the
infantry unless the exact point to be reached
and the exact moment at which it is 1o be
reached have been decided beforehand. Then
signals and the infantry aseroplanes fying

option of joining the South of Ireland in its low can give warning, in case troops, owieg

Home Rule whenever she wishes it. To the
| logical mind this would seem to be a fair
proposal, but not so to the Nationalists and
Sinn Feiners, Ulster is apparently willing
ito gecept this very fair and judicial arrange-
! ment, but the Home Rulers insist that if
| Ulster refuses she should be coerced. That
'gan only mean that in the midst of the
present world crigis, when Great Britain
lnencln evers man to defend herself and her
| allies, and incidentally to protect Ireland,
| she would have to withdraw her present
| troops from Franee to fight Ulstermen for |
| the crime of wanting to be loyal.
| This obvious inconsistency is so truly ab-
surd that the situation is apparently only
| comprehensible to Irishmen; no other nation
cean possibly fathom such logic. England
| would prefer Ireland to have Home Rule, and
| if Irishmen will only make up their minds to |
| agree among themselves the whole matter is
| ready for immediate settlement. {

Will Irishmen ever agree? That is the !
question that is puzzling England and Amer-
iea, und none of your correspondents seems
to be able to offer any solution,

To sum up the situation, Trishmen in this
country must realize that England actually

whole of Ireland, if all Irishmen will accept
it. It is now up to Ireland, !
L. H. KINGSTONE,

to unforeseen events, have besn unuble to
reach their objective at the appointed time,
with far less difficulty.

I have been been permitted to inspect the
plans of several asswults carried out by the

| French, and they are a startiing proaf of

the admirable and methodieal fashion 11
which the high command has been grap
pling with the problem of the offensive,
Everything is provided for, and the whole
battle isx arranged beforehand both as con:
cerns time and space. The exact position
of all the troops engaged is laid down sl

| most to a yard, and for almost every min

ute up to the time fixed for sttaining the
principal objective, In present conditiont
the infantry goes forward to the attack with
a moving fortifieation before it, an impone
trable wall of bursting shells. As the waves
of men advance the line would naturally
become uneven and jagged, as it did in the
Champagne offensive of September, 1918
Where the ground was most difficult or the
artillery preparation had been least eflee
tive, or where the enemy resisted most des
perately, thera were left great irregsia!
German salients, sticking out inte the
French line. Such salients could take the

Sir: In The Tribune of March 16 there has offered immediate Howe Rule to the | jvancing treops in the flank with the!

machine guns, and were, as & rule, ony ¢
duced when they had been completely 387

s P s rounded.
New York, Nareh M, W05 In the battle of Verdun (December 15) 37
efective innovation, as was anpounced '#

the eommuniqué, was introduced. When th:
main objective wes reached & number @
raids were made still further into the Ge
man lines to destroy material und gunt &7
to bring in prisoners. These raids had beet
arranged just as earefully ax the attnek 1

“John Brown's Body"

To the Editor of The Tribune.

I am glad to be able to answer the |
inquiry of vour eorrespondent published in!
to-day’s Tribune with regard to the origin|

Sir:

of the tune of “The Battle Hymn of the Re-
public,” or “John Brown's Body,” as it was |
culled earlier. Tt was originally a camp|
meeting hymn, and was adapted to n march-
ing song hy the bandmaster of Colonel!
Fleteher Wehstor's regiment (12th Massachu- |
setts Volunteers) early in the summer of

t elear the shelters, and their operati

self, Special attacking parties were detas
to go forward into the ground thus inolr
in order ta destroy guns and material and
ons were
worked out almost as earefully as the mai
assault. In the raid on the “Camp of O
blentz,” made by the . two machine gERt
ery edge of the

venture, was brought down in France, | has enly to e this i | The Star-8 ®
| ha ) recite this economic creed on | the breeze. “The Star-Spungled Banner” fills | 1861. The soldiers practised it in their drills | were brought up to the
L - 4 1 His

| bridge Dante Society and whose Dante drama |

" Germans were discouraged,

baving cvidently been driven out of her

was not employed in & separate enter-

It ix nearly four months now since the |

raids on England were temporarily aban-
doned after a series of disasters. The
Pritish defences have been much im-
proved, and there is 1o doubt that the
Last year
and the year before there were raids in
January and February, but until the other
might there had been none this winter

every oceasion, and behold a ready-made

. course oh the voyage home, if, indeed, she | explanation for everything.
| 1t s clear that the Socialist is giving | p_ White, Professor €. H. Grandgent, Joyee

New York, March 16, 1917,

| has been translated into Italian and seted in
' Ttaly. Among the viee-presidents are Andrew |

Treason?

| : . "
| American business men credit for more  Kiimer, Percy Mackaye, Edwin Markham and | To the Editor of The Tribune.

as ready to exploit a foreign market as
take unfair advantage of their own fel-

and capitalists who are pacifist, just as

since Novembex, Cluarly the Germans

among people of all other classes. Un-

Machiavellinn cunning than they possess. | others well known in literature,
The business man is about as naively | ciety has for its object a general Dante prop- | hoods™ and the threatened strike: If these
sentimental as the rest of us. There are | aganda and a preparation for the celebra- | men strike now, with our country practically
bad eapitalists and good ones, patriotic |tion in 1921 of the 800th unniversary of the |
capitalists and eapitalists who are quiul""‘”" of Dante, scholars from all parts are

low citizens, capitalists who are warlike | ¢y idan. National Arts Club, New York

As this so-| Sir: Referring to the “railroad hrother-

At war, it seems to ma they are guilty of
treason, that every one personally connected
with any sueh action should be punished an
a traitor; that, whether they are natural or
naturalized Americans their eitizenship
should be taken away from them. If we have
ro Inw 1o adequately deal with such a situa-
tion, it in time wo had one. TOWAN.
New York, March 16, 1917,

! fast becoming members, and therefore some
notice of this would be of public interest.
Information ean be had from Mre, Macdonald

A MEMBER.
New York, March 14, 1917,

me with the desire to sacrifice that the flag
may live,

If our friand of the “middle country
would acquaint himself more thoroughly
with the origin of our national anthem
know that he would not dare suggest n sub-
stitute for it. J. MAXWELL.,

New York, March 17, 1017,

Truth or Fiction

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir:  From hin letter in The Tribune of

Morris never swerves from his practice of
writing fietion. RALEIGH W, CHRISTIE,
Brooklyn, March 16, 1017,

this morning it would seem that Gouverneur | should be noted thar Colonel Webster was

| at Fort Warren, in Boston Harbor, before
| starting for the front. It was afterward re-
lviﬂfl’ by Dodworth’s military band, then
thought the hest in the country. This in-
formation was furnished me by the late
Franklin B. Sanborn. the last of the group
lof New England writers of the “Golden Age"
who hans recently passed away, full of years
| and honors. My mother wrote “The Rattle
 Hymn of the Republic” in Novemher of that
vear. Your correspondent will find Mr. San-
" horn's account given in full in “The Story
| of the Battle Hymn of the Republie” It

the son of Daniel Wehater,
FLORENCE HOWE HALL.
New York, March 16, 1347,

French barrage fire to play on the entranctt
of the shelters. The attacking foree ¢
sisted of some fifty men, mainly gresadier
with some sappers provided with explosivt!
for the destruction of guns, The raid wat
executed to the letter. There was an €%
change of bullets, but the officer in charg®
seeing that everything depended on speed
told his men to cease fire and led them {
into & ravine, where they eaptured & ¥

ed officer. Then they proceeded to clear
shelters methodienlly one hy one. ol
captured no less than 600 prisoness inel
ing eight oficers. After the officel kad s
sured himself that seven guns had beed s
dered useless the party returned 0
French line without a single casually




