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A Section of the German System of Defences About the French Town of Chaulnes Taken from a British Map Obtained by Mr. Simonds from the British General Staff_
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..,;. February 6, the Germani
the British lines anil about ÜM

Grandeoort began a retire«
gradually expande«, until it

j the la dayi of th« month
that . »cuete that Mlient

,,iid Bapaume which bad
iwcome eoetry ar.d dangerous to hold by

and l- reach adrancedur¬
en the sommer of 1ÎH6. On -March IT a

« ut away off to the south DO-

tha Oi?e at Noyon and the Avre at

« »OW .inportant
tuet that the (ierman? were making agen-

:««--nt.
I] : :ay. March 20, which ¡I the

which thir, ar» i« ll written, il ¡s

HO« OÍ how far

raaaeol may go, to be sure,

but how far it must «o now in any
'our day." v.<- have MOB an ad-
<-. Allies along a front of more

*mmm a hundred mile--, and for distances

"¦nglei from ono to twenty-five mile«. At
the ¦ an- till advan'ini*. and

rant from Arra- to Soieeona, which
.aa anea h «dala eunre outward Into

the Channel, ha- now i»e-

dgbt Hue. This new Hne h«-ar«.

.;,.. old that the string
bow.

We know that ti,.- Gen
-rpei a withdrawal vhxh mu*'. BOW

.,..) position
fonmrly deocribod

' ruabral . Qw -*-oo" ll""- ¦*'ri
mor- fr.-i«.«mtiy aaentioood aa

arg Uno. Wa de not jot know

nWtber they mean te atoad an tMa Mae
.,.. ba»k to th« fror.ii.-r, al-

h-«nd pointu
In.«
Hela raafhei "¦'. -"eedera

,.
. ri'ldl«- will he

le, hut at. th«* iriorneiit it, i*

Mry »/. deal with hoth posmhiliti'".
' a halt or. the Hind*-r.Wurfc line and

mnt 'it -» rHreat to the frontier, to the

line that extends fron Chartern]«, on tl
lfos.se, to Lille.
At 'be outset let us answer the que:

Uon Why (li'l the (îermans retreat at all
Simply because the British and Krene
by their attacks «,f last summer and fal

;.s comprehended in the affair calle
loosely the Battle of the Somme, pent
trated so deeply into the (»erman tirst syi
tern, reckoning the Hindenburp line a

the second system and the frontier lin
as the third, that it became difficult t

hold and at some points dangerous.
Reasons for the Retreat

Before the attack of last sommer th
(,erman line from Arras to Sois*oi¡s era

:. wide curve, resemblinj*- th«* bow men

tioned a moment ago, with the Boissons
Arras air line as the string-. After the at

tack and just before the retreat the ('.er

man front, had been «hanged into twe

semicircle-;, '-vu bows, if you please, ant

the British had driven a wedge rir*ht inlt

the centre. In doing this they had create«:

two salients, a narrow one ¡».'tween Arra?
gad Bapaume and a wider one lietween
Pcronne and Boissons.

In point of fact, the Allies bad cut

straight through the original Cierman «le-

!».¦,<..¦ lines and the (¡ermans had been

compelled to throw up one harrier after
Bnothtt behind th-- breach, as «iikes ate

hastily erected after a break in a Missis-

ippl River Icvae. These works had none

of the strength «-f the original fortifica¬

tions, and the British progress was at an

¡i tfSMSd pace as the push went on.

ally a- last September military
,,civcrs began to «liscuss the possibility

»ij' | f.eirnan retirement, and some of my

loaders may recall an article «>f mim- on

this subjict. 1'alkenhayn was said to

have advised this, anil his advice aPM

it«d a« explaining m part his removal

and the coming of Hindenburg. The re¬

treat did not come; the (¡ernians held on,

and very soon after the weather became

had, at a much earlier date than usual,
»nd the discussion was forgotten.

W r ON now. however, that it wai

founded speculation which looked towar
'he German retreat, and we may conjee
tura that the reasons for the delay wer

political quite as much as military. Thu
it seems reasonable to conclude that th«
Germane, already reaoived to make ¡

peace proposal, wisely decided that th«

propose] would be weakened If It cano
after a considerable retreat. Then i
would be said that they had pfOpoeei
peace liecau.se they were retreating an«

thus MUghl to escape defeat.
Accordingly they held on, made theii liu

manían campaign and then rwggeetei
peace, with their linea -till almost at th<
maximum. But when the peace proposal-
Lad been rejected politice] coneideratioiù
gave way to military, and they chose t»

îetreat. One mu-t also calcúlete that hy
postponing the withdrawal until spring
they were aide to proceed unmolested to
the construction' of still more elaborate
works at the point they had selected to

stand on.

At the moment when the froal broke
¦ind the spring muda became generei, thus
holding up pursuit, while atmo.-pheric con¬

ditions hampered aerial observation, the
German« began their retreat, slowly at
r-t. and ti.ially. JUBI at the end of the bad

weather and after the roads, hecame Wet¬
ter, they suddenly slipped out of a very
wide front and began to withdraw rapidly
and successfully, apparently taking their
toes by surprise, and thus being able to
avoid the went of the dangen that are

to be reckoned with whenever great armies
attempt to retire from in front of a strong
end active enemy. '

By hurt Sunday we had a running re-

treet unlike anything that has occurred
¦inca the Bottle of the Marne in the West.
We hail Hritish and Trench cavalry pound¬
ing down the roads leading toward the

llindenburg line, and we had the Germans
hurriedly evacuating villages and leaving
a trail of ruin behind them This is still
the situation when I write.

But unless the Germans latead to e>>

back to the Belgian frontier this condition
ii.u-t now change abruptly. Let! than ten

miles on a v«?ry wide front intervenes be¬
tween the Allies and the llindenburg line,
and Wednesday or Thursday should see

the answer to our first problem. If the
Germans mean to hold this attend une,
then we shall have by that time just the
kind of bulletins that came from Paris

ml London when Kluck got behind tl
Aisne, in Septemt*?r, 1!»14.
Supposing that the Germans do make

.-tand on the Hindenburg line, what
there to be said of the retiv.-t '.' Giant"
th;r* the withdrawal is on a front fro
Anas to Boissons and that the new froi
runs before Leon, La Père, St, Quenti
< ambrai and joins the old line east
Boissons and southeast of Arras, there
little real military advantag«* to be «¡i:
covered for the Allies, whatever the mor;

advantage. This i- true because the Gei
mans have not retired from country ha\
ing any great military value. Nor has

any great material "raine, sine- ii doc >¦¦¦

contain large cities or mines of any valu«
The retreat gires the French beck per

haps a thousand square miles of I*'rene
territory, and it remove* the threat t

Paris which tierman possession of th

NHyon salient always had. It shortens th
line somewhat, thus releasing (¡erman aa<

Allied troops, hut not any large numbc

Iof them. On the new line the ("erman

can construct defences <*uite as strong a

.in the old, which they have done, and th«
communications behind the new positioi
are quite as good a*' they were behin»
the Old

Allie»' Offen»ive Po»tponed
If tile great offensive of the Allie* ¦*.-».

iied to take place on the front thai
has now been evacuated, it will have tc
be postponed for a month or two at th«
least, until the British and French can

bring up new r»,a<N and railways to the
newer tiring line, an«! thus the (¡ermans
will gain a considerable period of time, if
their object is to prolong the delay before
the divisive -truggle begin*.
Only une grave danger confronts the

(¡ermans. and so far there is every sign
that they have avoided it. A retreat is
cne of the most difficult of all military op¬
eration.*', and this is true not alone because
of the dangers incident to going back, but
also to the possible loss of morale of the
retreating troop« and the consequent diffi¬
culty in rallying thern to stand on a new

position. When I was in the British lines
there were several generals who expr»
to me their doubt a« t<> whether the (¡er¬

mans could get away, but the real doubt
was is to their ability to stand on the new

position if they should retire. The .'get¬
away" has been successful beyond any¬
thing any critic could have expected; we

are «oon to see whether the halt and stand

will be equally successful. Giren the spee<
and 111 ¡Ces of the retreat, it should be.
Summing tip. then, the situation as i

exists, we an' seeing S retreat from tin
lines taken in September and October
191 I. We are seeing a retreat which is i

consequence primarily of the Battie of th«
Maine, where the (¡ermans missed theii
chance for s decision, and a direct conse

»¦ of the Battle «>f the Somme, ulier«
the British and the French dented th<
(¡erman line bet wee,-. Arras and Snyoi
so deeply that it became necessary to re

tire to s new fronl between those points
»Ve may see :i further (.'«tension of that
retreat, BO 'ha; the line runs north an«]
south from I.a»»;-., east of Soissons. to

-um«» point west of Lille.
Such a retreat is palely .strategical.

Apart ti»»m the evacuation of the Lens
coal district, it would give the French no

land of value and the (¡ermans can stand
on as jrood a position as they had before.
All alone the point has been made by the
Allies that the possession of territory
itself means nothing, ar.d on their own

.-tatement it is fair to recognize that the
territory now abandoned by the Gentians
las little military value.

Passing now on to the second question,
What will follow from a retreat to the

frontier?" one may say this: First of all,
Mil a retreat is: unlikely because it would
mean the abandonment of a great deal of
territory which has a material value, large
cities, the entire railroad system of N'orth-
trn France, the coal region of Lens, and
it would deprive the Germans of the ad¬
vantage they possess in holding against
ultima;«' settlement a large and valuable
section of Northern Fiance.

If such a retreat takes place we shall
be bound to conclude that the Germans
are very short of men and that they have
lands the retreat primarily to reduce their
line an»! thus to release men. Their front
would Ik shortened by not less than eighty
miles by such a retirement, and this would
îelease perhttp s half a million men. If such
a retreat is to take place we may expect
the (¡erman- *ooner or later to make a

stand on a line starting about Lille, going
southeast through Valenciennes, in front
Ol Maubeuge. to Hir.son. and thence to
Mezieres, on the Meuse, and along the
Meuse to the present position before f/er-
dun. Generally speaking, such a position
would be based upon the old French cover¬

ing forts at the Belgian frontier, the nosi-1

By careful examination it will be seen that there are actually three different
.»ystems of lines. This portion of the German front was evacuated last Sunday.

tions from which the French and British
advaaced to their defeats in August. 1 i> 14.
These defeats of Mona and Charleroi were

so heavy that the Allie* were compelled to

abandon their frontier covering positions,
which were deeply outflanked by the rapid
advance of KIuck.

It is, roughly spooking, about twenty
miles from Bapaumc. where the German
retreat began, to Cambrai, which is in the
llindenburg line. i_-i« another twenty-
miles from Cambrai to the frontier. It is
twenty miles from Ribecourt, before which
the French stood when the German re¬

treat began from the l-ioyon salient, to I .a
l'ère, which is in the llindenburg line.
But it i* thirty miles at least to the fron¬
tier from I.a Fere. Thus, if the Germans
ar-.. going to continue their retreat beyond
the llindenburg line, it will take at least
another week before they settle down on

their new front.
The test, of course, of all their purposes

will be when we see whether they stand or

retire along the llindenburg line. We
shall know that before this article is pub¬
lished. We shall not know their purpose
if they go beyond that line for perhaps
two weeks more.

The Larger Poggibilitieg

Now, turning to the broader question,
what does the German retreat mean in
the larger possibilities of the war? If it
is comprehended in a retirement to the
Hindenburg line it may mean merely a

local withdrawal to a new position strong¬
er than the old. since the old has been
battered and bent by the Battle of the
Somme. It may mean that having
achieved this strategic withdrawal the
Germans will stand on the defensive in
the West from the North Sea to Switzer¬
land and strike again*:. Russia, against
Italy or in the Balkans. It may, on the
other hand, mean that the Germans will
-.trike either against the British in Flan¬
ders or against th; French in Champagne
or in Lorraine on the Western front. If
the Germans do not feel that their West¬
ern line is safe against the Allies for an¬
other summer campaign, they will attack
in the West, because they could not leave
the West in peril and send the masses of
their troops to the East, as they did in
191."). or to Galicia and Rumania, as they
did in 1916, after their own operation at
Verdun had failed.

Personally, my judgment is that we shall
see a (Mrmaji attack din-cted either against

the French or against the British, an at-

tack whieh will be eomporablc to that of
Verdun tnd Will have ;.-; i's primary pur-
pooe an anticipation of an Allied offensive
in the West this year With all its fail¬
li «..--. the Verdun attack did materially

en the Aiiied dri.e in the West la«rt
er, and I think it will be agraod that

an offensive is the liest deferí «i ve under
the conditions which exist nos«, in Wi tort
Europe.
We must l'ace Mie possibility of MOM

sudden German blow following immediate¬
ly upon the present retreat, and such a

blow will probably fall aomewhere along
The We-tem Iron'. The German military
critica, quite justly, point to the retreat
OÍ llindenburg from Warsaw in 1914,
which wea followed by the great advance
upon Lodt in November The greatest
mistake that could possibly be made would
be to believe that the Germans have not
the man power to strike again, and that
their withdrawal from their old lines is
a confession of complete weakness and is
a prelude to a general breakdown.
We have not reached such a time. It

maybe questioned whether w«» shall reach
it this year. The present German retire«
ment ¡s, to use the French phrase, a re¬

coil to leap forward the better. It is
Strategic; it is an incident in a larger
strategy which ¡s not defensive but offen¬
sive, and we may be very sure that there
wilt shortly come a gigantic German ef¬
fort. The German General Staff aro en¬

during a temporary loss of prestige in¬
cident to a retirement and the momentary
depression in Germany which must result,
but they are prepared to expect this. Ger¬
many is following out her own plans
logically. She i« shortening her lines pre¬
paratory to attacking. Where she will at¬
tack we ilo not know If she did not in¬
tend to attack she would not have made
so considerable a withdrawal already. If
she goes back to the French frontier, then
we may conclude that the attack will come
either in the shape of a drive for Calais
or in another effort to regain the road to
Nancy; or. what is more likely, an attack
upon Russia.

However. In view of what happened in
Rumania last year, when all the opening
moves seemed to forecast a great reverás
for the Centra! Powers, we -hall do well
now to await the disclosure of the actual
German purpose and of the real, as con¬

trasted with the apparent, reason for the
withdrawal. _


