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tain sonwe portion of the territory which
she has conquered and now holds,
| As for Bethmann's proposal to Russia,
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Bethmann Waits

The most interesting and importani in-
cident in the Reichstag on Tuesday was
not the speech of Bethmann-Hollweg.
Faced with a situation in which he had to
make a speech, the German Chaneellor,
with great adroitness, said nothing. The
oecurrence was the
hstag gave to the

ceally significant
ereeting that the Reic
cssertion of the Socialist Scheidemann
that if the Allies announced a programme
exation there would

| thing else. e does not accept the Rus-
I~inn fornrula of no annexation, He does
| not, for example, precisely resign the Ger-
man claim to Lithuania. He does not open |
the i‘al:.:-h question.  He does not say any-
thing about the evacuation of the districts

He only sug-

! west of the Pinsk Marshes,
rests that there shall be ne annexation
which would be a permanent cause for
Cenmity between the two nations, by which
one might conjecture that he meant that |
no Slavonic portion of Russia's pupuin-i
tion would be annexed by Germany or by
Austria, but that he still maintained the
| German ¢laim to Lithuania and the Aus-
Ctro-German demand to control resurrected
Poland.

All this is mrere by-play: very clever by-
play, 1o be sure. 1t is merely an effort to
seduce the Russian proletariat. It is prop-
aganda to  contribute still

further to the disorganization af Russia

designed

und thus more to free Germany's
hand against her Western enemies.  And
one should be very eareful not to let one's |
hopes affect one’s judgment in Russian

still

matters at this time.

The lesson for the American people in |
the specgh of Bethmann is unmistakable. |
Russia's collapse has given Germany a |
new chance to win the war. It has tem- |
porarily checked the cries of German So- |

cialists for peace without annexation.

the fact that the Russiun Revolution hasl
given Germany a chance to win the war on
the terms on which Germany expected 1o
win the war two years ago, if not in Itll-l.i
and that the incidents in the Reichstag
en Tuesduy are a clear indication that

Pecause they expect o win the war the

L]

German people arc not prepared re-
nounce a policy of indemnities and annex-
ations and the faction in Germany which |
advocates =such a policy is not yet strong
enough to domin This
iz the meaning n’.:-‘h( idemann’s declara-

tion and this is the explanation of Beth-

the situation.

mann’s speech,

Censoring Joffre

The appeal for American troopn in
France made by the new French t'nm-:
mander in chief, General Petain, serves
to set al rest any misapprehension as lni
what Marshal Joffre said in Washington |
two weeks ago.  The deliberate and sys-|
tematic effort to suppress the words of |
the French soldier stands lralwparvuti_\"
exposed now that his successor speaks,

In another place on this page The Trib-
vne prints an account of how the censor-
ship operated in the case of Joffre. No
one reading this statement can mistake
the fact that a deliberate effort was made |
by the General Staff of our own army to|
suppress the words of the French mar-
shal because they advocated a poliey of !
which the General Staff did not approve.

Let this fact go home to the American |
people: A General Staff, taking advan-|
tage of a situation by which a man \:'lzm-:
words the whole country desired 1o hear
was at their mercy, sought to prevent
the people of the United States from

“Rocsevelt s E:omingl"

What the Words Would Mean to

France and to America l

Ta the Editor of The Tribune. i
be appronch- |

£ir: The great drama seems to Whe censored doffre ia still one of the '
ing & elimax. England is threatened h'lli||“.“mn‘:mn mysterios, but it is net s very
sturvation. Ruszia wavering. Ttaly l"lrl.-.,p one, and although Ihe aniwer the

guteseent. Franee is bleeding to death. .1"“"':.“'  nawer—Tas heen coversd 'up by
It is our entrance tue, ) many technienl admissions and official denials,

Wo had fancied that our rble was to be . -\ possible hy a mere narrative of the in-
that of the commissary l.'\"I!l‘I'I'IL | “l.i.'l me;cirlrnl to present a solution satisfactory to
logan be *Boats and Bread! “‘.nhmgtanll(nﬂunnb]c i, .
had announced, That was at the time of| Marshal Joffre, be it remembered, SaAas
makiug the great decision, That_ WAS bel‘o‘re,m‘ ske Amesican people’ through the Wash-
the historic coming of these foreign cnmm:s-lmgm“ newspaper correspondents on April 29
vions. We had ul‘ondrrnd \\l:):" lh.ry “me'l.h--i, ventured, after expressing the farvent
:\-n“ o Kew: "“F ""d.mm' Sriss JQE“': hope that the American flag soon would be
"Mlml us troops. France is almost spent. LS aa chia" hattle: Bive in Frspeny b0 iee

Then why, in the hame of patriotism nnd;lh't Ameriean troops be started quickly, that

the common cause, this curious reluctance on | ; ; i
i nt in small units, and that no time
the part of our government to aceept the they be sent 2

in i ining on this side.
200,000 hard-hitting Americans who have \-o[-l't“' wisted in intensive training

: : v | Me urged that they be sent in small units be-

unteered to go to France with a former P'resi- : 5
vant of ‘the United States? teause only in this way could the diffieult
YAOLR A transportation problem be golved.  Te ad-|
Three Sample "r"“"' vized training “within sound of the guns™ he-
The pretests are easily disposed of by the | cquso the methods of fighting this moat re-
fsets in the case. The veal reason is & matter| oo huble of all wars change so rapidly that
of opinion, | there ia only one way to make troops reindy

Pretext No. 1. We have no means of | ¢ fiohe. That way is to learn warfare
transporting and munitioning these men. oy oyight from the men who by hard and bit-
Awswer: Quite truei but equally true of o yyperience, abandoning many previous
all the other recruits we are nevertheless yp oo of the school of war, have found out
strenuously enlisting i'rurln Maine to "!“;l:aw to meet and break the attack of the
fornin, pending the solving of the ETeAt gyeuteqy war machine in the world, and how
prohlem of transportstion and munitions. !y o vgek suecessfully themselves.

PrETExT No. 2. Colonel Roosevelt | wyon joffre, speaking in French and read-
presches conseription. Why does he prac- {0 eeon o prepared manuscript, first men- |
tis: volunteering? Answer: _l'" the same , ..o o0 an American division the men in his
renson thit Eh" goyernmant, it doing 80. | 4 jience who understood French pricked up

|‘*’iﬁ':"3x: ‘\“] 3'; Colonel R"_"""“l: 18 MoL | ypiir ears. A French Canadian standing next
fitted by knowledge or experience to com= . un who, hy the way, made a shorthand
'"li"!"- cspecially under ”"'._':"“d':““_“:_ :;: rote of this part of Joffre's address, whis-
i ““'rl.'”' "‘."R"‘N: ."n-h” o 1 pered: “That sounds na if he wanted T. Hv".
or he |.-'.:1n1 fit. 1f fit, put .||Iln ml rnrr‘lmnmi. When the marshal, with marked emphasis
If not fit, put him in & subordinate posi- . emotion, pleaded for small wnits quickly,

The Censoring _of

By Stevenson . Ecans

Joffre

mimeograph conies of the

were -u;.plro-] nith
thit ig, n transia-

marshal's merning sneech
tion. It was a very «mooth tranalation, snd
o the face it pretended to be accurate, It
entio from the oficial publicity bureay of the
Department of State.

The most vital and definite parts of Joffre's
statoment had been carefully expurgated, but
there wore none of the ipteresting little
asterisks indicating excision. Complaints
promptiy poured into the State Department’s
advertising publicity hureau, but the enly re-
aponse was that the bureau had transmitted
acourately what had been handed to it Liter
came n request that nothing he printed ns
eoming from Marshal Joifre rave that which
jurported to be his complete speech ani
which bore the official approval of the Amer-
jean State Department, Upon this request
the Washington correspondents, who are par-
ticularly punctilious upon matters of confi-
denee, acted aceording to their various con-
sciences. The report sent out hy The Asso-
cinted Press probably was the most complete.

|1t was plain what had happened, but at best

it was impossible to do anything like justige
to the grest French general or to the story.

What the General Staff Eliminated

Next morning the State Departmeat ab-
solved itself, It issued a formsl denial that
Marshal Joffre's remarks had been &litered,
cxpurgated or censored in any way except
by the mission. The newspaper men in Wash-
ington accepted that denial at face value. No
one had any doubts when it hecame known
who had done the smooth translating. It was
the joint effort of Colonel Coshy, represent-
ing the General Staff, and M. Hovelaque, who
wis seeking in every possible way not to stub

| his toe on any American corns.,

The eliminated portions of JoFre's address

of peace without ann
be & revolution in Giermany.
What was the verdict of the Reichstag

There is no considerable party in Ger-
many which advocates peace without an-

knowing what their French vigitor said.
Colonel Coshy's part in the episode is in- |
| teresting. It is the typical military

onn this? There no mistaking it
Scheidemann’s statement was o generally
challenged and hooted that he had finally
to qualify it by saving that the time had
e said would

1=

not yet come when what h

nexation as a moral policy. All German | method, and it indicates the reason why

parties are and ‘werc prepared to pmﬁtfmilitary censorship is often bratal and
by the plundering of Europe if there wasNe¥eT lntellm_em. : _
The American General Staff is perhaps

it ta . It is ¢ because the |
profit to be had. It is only becau e,tn be congratulated for almost accom-

probability of profit has diminished in ‘h"upli.-,hing that which the German General

happen could happen. In other words,

Scheidemannn confessed and the Reichstag
Jdemonstrated that Germany is not yet
prepared to discuss peace on the basis of
no annexation and no indenmity as a Te-

sult of her attack upon Europe.
if Germany is still in this state of

out annexation has grown. It is a suffi-
cient answer to German sociulism, so far
as we know, that Germany has a chance to

made because of Russia's collapse, and it

Now, pane s
is having a profound effect in Germany.

mind there is nothing more unsound than to
sulk about & German collapse or to predict
ltration of Russia's revo-
n masses, If

So far as any one can now see, there
will be a campaign in 1218,
paign cannot succeed—Germany cannot
be defeated decisively—unless the United

States can by that tinre transport to Eu-

o0 immediate infi That cam-

lutionary ideas into the Germa
« Socialist can speak of peace without an- |
pexation only as a future possibility, thol
sooner the Test of the world recognizes that | rope at least 500,000 t.iﬂldiers s ke
‘he business in hand is war and not peaceiltam th‘t force at 1hat: size for the summer
the better for all concerned. f(‘a_mpa?gn, The.re o e amralinbiie de

Turning now to Bethmann's address, it:tllne in the French man-power at .lhe
Lould be viewed in the light of his diffi-| front hy Fhel c]osfe of this year's campaign.
culties. We know some of them. There‘-Gre&?t Brltam_wl!l be able to maintain her
is a very considerable Socialistic element [ armies at their present strength, but not

in Germany which believes that the time . We must supply the
on the basis of | Cifference between French man-power at

to increase them.

has come to end the war
faties quo ante-bellum.

jority of the Socialist party even,
ic a growing factor in the German situa-
tion. Conversely, there is a very large ele-i
ment belonging to the ruling parties which | man collapse so lt:ng‘ as m." is a reason-
believes that Germany should not makeiuhle chance of German victory, because
and that her | most of the German people will not desert

It is not a ma-|the front this year and that available
but it | next vear if the struggle against Germany |
is to go on,

It is perfectly idle to talk about a Ger-

peace save A= A conqueraor,
snnexations should include Belgium, a por-
tion of France and ‘Russiun Lithuania, and | any peace-without-annexation policy so
tion a joint | long as they believe that they can win the

iiheir government and they will not adopt

ihat there should he in addi
Austro-German protectorate over Poland
end a guaranteed Austro-German hegem-
ony in the Balkans. It is interesting to
note that Bethmann did not feel himself
strong enough at this time to declare him-
self openly & partisan of the annexation-
jsts’ plan. We may gather from this that
there is a strong demand in Germany for
peace with honor, but not with conquest.
This is a hopeful sign. But, on the ather
t and, we have Bethmann’s own words and

war absolutely or compel the countries
they have been fighting to bear the Ger-
man share of the cost of the :;trl.tm;rle.é
Every one in Germany knows that if at
the close of the war Germany does not
gain great indemnities the German Em-!
pire is bankrupt and the German recovery |
will be long, slow and difficult. Every
German will have to share in this burden |
and every German is nrightily interested
in escaping this burden if it is masihle.:

last year that the demand for peace with- |

'win the war, and this is the answer that
has been made since Russia collapsed, and |

[ pitied and eluded.

Staff did not achieve, namely, disposing
of the victor of the Marne, So far it may
be called the nearcet near-achievement of
that body since the United States went to
(war with Germany,

Dress for the Part

All women employed in shops and fac-
tories will be wearing overalls bhefore the
year's end, according to the president of
the Garment Manufacturers' Association.
Employers favor the change, ten large
factories have alveady supplied their girl
workers with overalls, and what ean a few
cld-fashioned prejudices do before such a |
national wave of common senze!

Something, but not much, we predict,
Large, bumpy women, of the type that
Peter Paul Rubens loved to paint, whose
figures refuse to be gracefully contained in
pny two-legged parment, will write anti-
suffrage letters to the newspapers, resign
their jobs and die in their skirts rather
than yield. And quite properly, every one
will agree. Time and revolution can effect
sweeping changes, but they cannot get
ashead of the facts, The circtunferentiul

measurements of a given figure are facts

not to be lightly altered, as any number of |
caters who did not grow thin can swear.
And to expect a mere war to bring the
possessors of such figures to don outra-
geously revelatory and unbecomring gar-|
ments is to expect far, far too much. {

A few generations, however, and things
may be appreciably different. I women |
who werk cense tn be the exesption and he
come the rule, they will end by becoming
the rage. The poor, old-fashioned fragile
butterfly will be left unhonored and un-
sung, dull stuff, an item of duty to he

In such a day women
will coneeivably dress for their work with-
cut a thought of consequences. The work
will, in short, be the thing. Men will be

| simply other human beings in overalls, or, |
| at any rate, not the one conceivable goal |

of feminine desire, to be courted and pur-
sued at the expense of every consideration
of comfort and sense,

National Manners and Education

| ments, either.
| in whut the country owes itself and its allies.

Liuff, if it be so regarded.

These sre fuir samples of the pretexts.
What is the real reason?

The other day Caolonel Roosevelt in a group
of friends was discussing this opposition to
his being allowed to go to France and right,
af them said: “Colonel, do you
veally want so much to go over there and
risk your life?

vEven if 1 were sure of being Killed,” he
venlied, with characteristie emphasis, “I would
gladly go f they would only let me.”

Whereat another member of the group, one
of his former Cabinet officers and one of our

when one

| foremost statesmen, remarked with contrast-
lirg enlmness: “Oh, well, they would gladly

let you go if they could only feel sure of your
being killed.”
For the Patriotic Present

Now, it ip quite easy to hold either of the
following opinions, a mere matter of personal
prediicction:

1+ That Mr, Roosevelt's real motive is to
return home a hero and peradventure a Presi-
dential candidate.

(21 That the real motive for the opposition
i< due to a panicky political fear, based upon
historical analogy, that he might suceeed.

As it is difficult to usurp the functions of
un omnpiseient Deity and thus prove the falsity
of either of these opinions, for the sake of
argument let us assume the truth of both of
them.

Jhe question then arises, Which on the
whole ix better, not for the political future,
bt for the patriotic present; which is better
[ ur country nnd for the erisis now con-
ing our allies?

11 Sholl we fake use of this former Pros-
ident and the gquarter million men who will
follew him, even though he run the risk of
being either killed or else reincarnated as a
popular hero?

(21 Shall we waste him and them in order
that certain other Americans who in any case

| will s#tay at hame may feel more secure in

their own political plans for the future?

In such a erisis as now confronts our nation
and our sllics, and, as we believe, . the cause
of democraey, the nation hus a use for all
of . We have that on the highest suthority.
It is difienlt to see why an exception should
he made in the case of a former President
simply becaure the Honre Defenee League for
Political Sufety First does not want him to be
usind,

Whether or not the eountry owes him any-

o thing for this or any past services is not the

This is no time for personul re-
It is no time for partisan punish-
Most of us are more interested

auestion.
wards,

Think of what it would mean to flagging
France to hear that “Roosevelt is coming!”
Simply beeause we do not take our former

Precident very seriously over here, do not

| muke the inistake of assuming that they

would not be aroused and inspired by his
going to them over there, where Theodore
Raosevelt is still regarded as the symbol of
Amerieun energy, the embodiment of all that

tion, as he himself has suggested cull his o ol s | Lkt
::::‘n r:;"ﬁ:ito ‘;:‘{:’: ':‘ {‘Tit;}:: :(:"::d ‘:‘fyt;:!r{\pro:‘ud convictions utterly contrary to the
A = ; views of the General Staff, [t does not want
guns" —there was a _stqr of exme‘mmt in the | to send small units to France, it does not want
group and marked signs of uneasiness on the | Xrsrians drained within sound of the guns;

part of an American army officer, Colonel |

Sponeer Coshy, standing at Joffre's loft.
The True Version

When the marshal finished rending from the

Freneh MS. his military aid read a rough

trapslation, whiech slso had been prepared !

| division.
i about that.

and, above all, it does not want a Roosevelt
There never has been any secret
The General Staff will tell you
wg, [t iz sineere about it, tao,

The narrative ought not to he coneluded
without reference to an interviow which many

of the correspondents had next morning with
# representative of the French mission. ile
formally—very formally—acecepted “full re-
sponsibility” for the garbled version

in advance. M, Hovelaque, of the mission, |
smilingly spologized for the roughness of the |
transtlation, but, as a matter of fact, it was
not so very rough, and the men who under-

advance by the head of the mission, and it
The news-  was considered “too delinite” in parts to he
strictly polite. It was net for General Joffre
to give military advice to the American Gen-
eral Staff.

By this time some of the most perspica-
cious of Washington officials are willing to
ndmit that the American people have gained
two sharp impressions from the incident:

1. That Marshal Joffre has advised that
American troops be sent ay quiekly as possi-
ble abroad to receive in France the important

The story was published that afternoon in | Js f:.fi ”t"eir m':;l"“ t"'"“'*‘f}' Edd“t‘ﬁtioh.
“The Washington Times,” and nobody in the| = i85 Bf RLLGMPY Was made to suppress
A i ; thing that
government, officially or unofficially, pretend-f;::;:ed_ g that ought not to have been sup-

ed to be ignorant of what the marshal hadi 4. That censorship, especially ecensorship
said. which tries to suppress something already
A few hours later the newspaper bureaus' published, is stupid.

aceuracy, rough or smooth.

By this time it was almost noen,
paper men who served papera published on/
Sunday afternoon, snd others representing |
press associations, hurried to the most avail- |
able telephones, and within a very short |
time the news that Marshal Joffre wanted
emall, roughly trained American units sent
#s quickly as possible to France was printed
in many Ameriean cities, was on its way to
London and Paris, and even Australia.

Wasteful Management ]' Objections

Services of Former Officers and | The General Staff's Reasons for Not
Soldiers Not Utilized Sending Troops Answered

To the Editor of The Tribune. | To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: | read your editorial of May O with) Sir: It surely must by this time be thor-
regard to the war policy of our national oughly understood that, however guarded
government with a great deal of interest; | he may have been in his deliverances, it is
I might say with pleasure if conditions were the opinion of Marshal Joffre that men
not £o serious, The papers this morning from this country for the firing line are
state thet the recruits for the new army needed, and are needed now,
will not be called until September. This will | stated, whether correctly or naot | do not
mean that the hest part of the year for drill- know. that he befleves that if we sent over
ing men in this country north of Mason and an organization which was & few degrees
Pixan's line will be wasted. Instead of tak- ahove a mob it could be drilled, discinlined
ing these men at onee and instructing them  and instructed in France far more e-lm-kt‘.‘
with the aid of the thousands of former offi- | thun here, It is known that at Ieaﬂl:m_ur)h
eers and coldiers of the regular army, velun- jmen are ready to go at once if the President
teers and National Guard who have served|as soon as the pending act is passed, i!:

their time, but who would gladly volunteer|ywilling to accept them ns volunteers— that |

in this emergency, these recruits will be s the equivalent of four French divisions
left to waste their time doing mnothing of Now as to the stated objections: ’
real value to the country. | 1. Arms and ammunition, When we send

Instead of cresting an entirely new foree sur new army we will naturally egend them
it would be much easier and simpler to take with aur own supplies. Our aliies have the
the fml-ces that we have, divide them as|,.ngand ammunition for these four divisions
many times as may be necessary in order 10 o 4n expeditionary force ss they would

secure the officers and non-commissioned |, . i
slficons Ak the Hek Foviss. sRa Shua ol upihawl lfd"le:f :rre'drmn from the surviving
these skeleton orgarizations with new ol PR R R )
eruits. This could be done while the mew, 2 Artillery, None is needed for this ex-

officers are serving their three months in | pedition; they will constitute infantry di-

of |
stood both languages had no doubts as to its ' Joffre's address. It had not been o, k.'d in

It has been |

the Scheidemann incident to prove that
there is not sufficient vitality or force in
the demand for peace in Germany yet to
ompel the renunciation of all projects of
sunexation.

Now, actually, what is the German point
of view? One can only conjecture. But
yet it would seem very clear that the col-
Iupse of Russia has been interpreted by a
large section of the German people «s
pening & new horizon of hope for Ger-
qan arms in the war. Arthur Brisbane,
s« *The Evening Journal” the other night,
ory shrewdly advised Americans to study
e history of Frederick the Great. After
F'rederick had seized Silesia by a piece of
brutality fully comparsble to that of the
recent invasion of Belgium, he was saved
st the point of ruin by a change of Rus-
jun policy following a change of Russian

To-day the great majority of the German

people believe that the Russian collapse x z Wb :

. . merits of classical and scientific education |
has saved the German Empire as achange | ;. up again in England, colored this time
of Czars saved the Prussian kingdnm-:with all sorts of strange notions about |
While they believe that, there is no good in | what the Germans believe in. The great
blinking the fact that the war must go on. [ ildil'l'l is evidently to avoid a system of teach- |

The Tribune agrees with its neighbor.”lg that might possibly reduce the nation

to the sanme state of spiritual degradation |
o ek T t |
The Evening Post" in an assertion made | .. pocheland.

the other day that it is unwise and ““'! The belief that the Germans are enemies
just to eriticise and denounce the Russian I of the humanities and that the Treitschkes
people for what they are now doing. It is | and Nietzsches represent the fine flower

a very great tragedy that Russia shauldlf"'r m_odt!rll seience is, of course, entirely

s : ‘delusional. “The Manchester Guardian”
at this time, while pursuing democracy,  op.ppke by the way, that it was a local
serve the interest of Prussian autocracy ' German of some note “who used to ap-|
in the world, We who feel very deppjy:pl.‘iut all his future heads of deparjments |
the importance of crushing Prussianism in | (4nd he died worth nearly a million) on
their ability to satisfy him in Latin verse,”
3 : ) ) and, indeed, no one who knows amvibng
sla “'“h_ profound disappointment and | b0t German schools could imagine that
some disillusion.  Yet it is true that dt‘-:.:iho classies were counted among the |

mocracy is not easily won,nor are lessons | proper objects of Germany's hoasted pow-

The old controversy on the comparative

the world naturally look out toward Rus-|

is bruvest and best in American idesis. iz camp and they would be available for the| visions; France will supply the artillery sup-
very name would work magic like the name second [00,000 men instead of the first | port,
of Kitchener. This is not a matter of Ameri- | 500,000, Practically all of our National| o Transportation. They ecan go over in

can partisan opinion. It is a mutter of un-| Guard has had experience on the Mexican
prejudiced foreign opinion. Ask any for- border. The members of the National Guard,
cigner —ask any recent arrival from abroad.' before they went awuy to the Mexican bor-
Indecd, if it were not & breach of interna-, der. averaged very fuvorably with the new
tionsl manners, the Marshal of France him- | would-be officers in physique, education, ete.
self would voice the desire which, as is only| 1 am not savirg anything on behali of
too <lenp from certuin things he has been con- | myself and my comrades of the Spanish War.
steained to say, is in the minds of both the Some of the veterans of the Spanish War
distinguished commissions now our guests, iure now physically mﬂIr]m,hhut I!iher;:rrat!i

! majority of them are still physicully fit an
e e they nri ready to serve if their services are
needed, In New Yerk there are enough
Spanish War veterans abie and willing to
sorve to organize and furnish the officers and
non-commissioned officers of from two bri-
gades to & division of infantry, and the other

But it I« not merely against this unpatriotic
waste of potentinl usefulness that 1 would !
protest. | would protest agninst the Jisas-|
trous bungle of discouraging the people
throughout the country ab large by such an
example at such a time. The nation i= eon-
fronted by & stupendous task, to which they | proportion. England has used her veterans
Are s redly commitied, There is no turning | of the Boer War. Must our country waste
back now. “Enlist! Your country needs }‘au!"lall of this good material, and must we all
Posters and placurds stud the lundscape. Re-| git down and wait and waste all of our val-
cruiting offices are sprinkled along our thor- | yable summer that ought o be spent in hard
oughfares. And now a whole army of volun-| work ! FRANK 5. SIDWAY.
teers, gathered from all over the country in! Past Department Commander, Department of
obedience to that patriotic impulse, is greeted New York, U. 8, WV,
with “No, thanks: we don't want you. We| Ruffalo, N. Y., May 11, 18175,
don’t like your recruiting officer, so go home | = -

states of the Union could furnish a lke

driblets, 100 to 1,000 on each ship that is
going to France or FEngland., Within six
woeks after they were ready to start surely
one division at least would be in training
camps in France,

1. Officers to train and lead them., That is
| the latest objection, attributed to our Gen-
(eral Staff.
! material here to train our new army; it would
be too large a draft on our scanty =upply
of such material to detach the number re-
quired for the expeditionaty foree. But we
do not need to supply such fores with o full
{eomplement of offteers.

A iemporary cap
| tain or lieutenant, a temporary colonel or
| major, having mueh still to learn, ecould
| shepherd a company or a regiment across
! the seas and by rail to training camp, Onee
| thete all needs of that sort can be at onee
\supplied,  From the thousands of our men
! already serving in thq armies of our allies
| they would detach a sufficient number to i1
up the skeleton outhit of officers. Surely

We need, it is said, all officer |

tylers.  In consequence, Prussia emerjred

‘rom the war still possessing that Silesia
+hich she had stolen from Austria and
saintained against united Europe.

Were it possible for Russia this year to
attack as Brusiloff attacked last year,
while the French and the British are at-
tacking on the West, there is overwhelm-
ing evidence that German man-power
would not be adequate to meet the strain;
but Russia is not.able and will not be
able to attack in any time now to be com-
puted. With Russia out of the war actually,
with the possibility of a separate péace
* awith 'Russia apparent, with the remoter
aossibility of a separate peace between
“aly and Austria, there is no present rea-
«n save the question of food that we know
~ of why Germn;' should not expect to re

hour, or a month, or a year. !

It is a very great thing in human his-
tery that Russia has put away the system |
and the men who dominated her national
life. It is a very great thing that 1ho:
German idea, which was in a large meas-
ure the prevailing idea in Russian Czar- |
dom, has been banished. It ecannot fail
to have a profoind influence upon Ger-
many ultimately that her great Eastern
neighbor has joined the Western world in
a revolt against autocracy and bureau-
Cracy. '. ]

But while we should not denounce Rus-
sia—while we should not long 1o see the
¢Id order restored because the pew jden has
Lrought with itself inevitable temporary
d:wr&r-—-wc cqually should not nmstake

of self-government to be absorbed in ‘nn""“ of hatred.

Nevertheless, the apinion prevails among
many sincere worshippers of classicul edu-
cation that it was an ungodly devotion to
seientific mysteries that perverted the Ger-
man mind. As far as it is possible to un-
derstand them, they conceive scienee to he

und shut wp.”

Here we were as nearly a united people ui

cver within the memory of those living: will-
ing to forget the past, eager to be loyal to
the powers that be, glad Lo spend our lives
wnd treasure.  How long shall we stay united
vune partisanship is allowed to contro!
our nation's conduet? How long shall we stay

if pie

something that leads to the creation of #lad if patfiotism ia to be rebuffed?

submarines and howitzers and fame throw- |
ers, and are satisfied that s=ueh horvible
things as gas bombs are a direct conse. !
quence of studying chemistry instead of

the Greek irregular verbs, i

It is justly pointed out by “Nature” that

history as taught in mest schools and col-!
loges is mauinly given over to wars and|
dynasties and that “it is to these ‘humani-
ties' rather than o science that we must
look for the origin of the Germuan mental
condition,” but nothing will convinee sorne |
of the most strenuous of the elassicists that |
Darwin and the evohutionists were not

somehow respovsible for German manners. |

This is & time when we must all make saeri-
fiers. Some of us are risking our lives, Others
have assumed the leas welcome duty of send-
ing our sons. Is it really too mueh to ask
that those in control of our government
should perform the heroie, the supreme sueri-
tice of risking, if need be, even their own
jrecious party security ?

If w0, then their thort-sighted selfishness
may only prove a boomerang and produce di-
roctly the opposite of the desired sffeer. It
would be dangerously ironic, indeed, if the
enly result of ull these many months of labor,
erergt wnd enthustism were to make Colonel
Roosevelt und those who wish te fight with
Lim adapt the well remembered «logan from x
i not distant nast: “He kept us ount
of war JESSE LYNCH WILLIAM A

New York, May 16, 1017,
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jevery one who leaves with the expeditionary

American Troops to Turkey
To the Editor of The Tribunre,
Sirs Why not send a picked foree to Asi-

| atie Turkey: in faet. why not take over that

| part of the fighting? It s a ecountry and a
Ikind of fighting whieh the Amerieans
from the Grest PBasin and the other!

desert states of tl® West eould take over|
and in which they would get results al- |
moil wt onee. The Turks may be more
numerous, but not more treacherous, more
tricky or more desperate than the renegade
Indigns, Mexicans and bpd men of these
plains,

The long distance to be travelled, the fact
thut men and supplies are needed on the
West front and the purely technical argu.
mens that we are not at war with Turkey
seem at first to militate acainst this. Com
pared to getting immediate vesults that will
cheer every American and Ally, to freeing
Armienia, to fighting side by side at ones
with Russin and stiffening ita armies, to
frosine the Holy Land and Palestice from
the vnspeakable Turk, the diffieulties apprar
small, HARLES R, PIERCE,

New York, May 14, 1917,

force holding rank would gladly go down a

geade or two to make room for those who, !

reulizing before the rest of us did what this
wir meant, that it wus not a mere struggle

| of medmen, fighting for they kuew not what,

have been for months or yewrs in thut blaz.
ing hel!, which hus mude them ideal trainers
und leaders,

Of eourse, an aet would have to be passed
repatriuting them, because, alus! they lost
their citizenship when they cast in thelr lot
with Frenchmen sand Englishuen to fight the
good lght “to make democracy safe,” In-
deed, we give a eynic just cause for sneer-
ing when we let weeks puss after we de-
clare war and still leave those of us who
risked their lives for what we have now de-
cleared 14 our cause out in the cold, having
to pas* through sn Ellis lsland examination
hefore they ean set foot on their home land
again, and to apply for nsturalization be-
fore thetr old status is restored,

Surely thin “lack of oflicer material” seems
the feehlest of all objections,

' E. HENRY LACOMBE.

‘New York, May 15, 1917,

Inlmdx have the old.sivle coat, but

!

Blunders of Hu;fg

| Why Much Excellent Matérial F
[ to Get to Plattsburg iy

| To the Editor of The Tribune, A
! Eir: In eonnection with the di

vour columns as to the "Hilimr Valge ‘I'
A, B, permit me to say & few tu*~u_

il of those who assist in "“i.' :
plicar:ts {or the I':a!tehu‘.z camp, “‘

After passing a medical exami
hhl'.

eundiduted presented themselves
N\'

officer of the army, who from
kasty glance st the applicant and hig A
graded him as either desirable op m
Those appearing satis{actory at gwmﬁ
for camp and the applieation papers ¢~

i were held for such furthep
tion as the time and eircumstances

Right here let me say that the
form furnished to candidates way
cilled a ank,” It was apparently
with the view of concealing as mueh u
' wible,  Spaces were left for the im‘
| the eandidute’s education, business and
| tary experience, but no OPPOTIUNIty was pry.
nented {or explanations, nor was “"‘h
to make inquiries,

For exumpls, from the hlank it w imponyi.
ble ta tell whether & man whe h:

Yule for n yoar left because of

femily elrcumstances or for the Zood d‘
university; or whether another whe bad
werved one year in the Missongi militia gev.
ered his connectinn with that body beeansy
of a dizability or through court martial pry,
ceedings.

Nor did the lettera accommnyiu'm*
pileation set much light on the subject, Agq
rule they were confined to & statement thy
the applicant was neither a eriming] o
drunkurd, and that in the writer's opinien §y
wus qualified to i1l the position of Teserse
officer. The latter statement, by the way, by
. good deal of “back spin®™ on itz while ob.
viously intended to be vaguely complimes. .
tary, it iz posvible ef u contrary interprets.
tion.

In view of this hastily devived system, thy
limited time for inquiry or examinatis
the fact that the desirable age limits wen
shifted by the military authorities, & jy
small wonder that mistakes occurred Car.
tainly many men qualified in every way ta
try far commissions were laft out, The latter

[ 1810

atoup ! not consider their failure 1o
pass a r ion on their rh.w"“m",‘
They donly berause thers were no meass

by

hich they eould make their qualifieations

kuawn apd no time to devise meass, Thelr

failuee was dus Lo 0o Tuult of their own, bet

to the fortunes of war, GX
New York, May 13, 1917,

. . aly
 Music for Navy Recruiting
To the Editor of Tha Tribune,

Sir: Navy recruiting in New York snd in
other large eities lags. The departmest
reemingly negleets to use one of the viridet
breeders of enthusinsm - navy band musie

What are the bands doing? Are they ol
sboard ship these days. playing fag up ad
sun down and the evening concerts? Wella
few men detailed {rom each band would s
be very much missed. Why not organise-
from thess details— bands for parade dutyin
the large cities? And why not detail de
tachments of bluejnckets to parade dully
through the streets behind the bandl

Think of it, ye old navy men, hew m
| swung joyously behind the band through the
 streets of Honolulu, Hong Kong, Steckbelm,
oven old Tangier, and the next day small

swiems of natives eume aboard to ship with
Lue, their hearts stelen away from their s
tive land by our flagahip band,

Start a band cach day from Washingtm
square, or from Cooper Union, or Fourteesth
| Street and Eighth Avenue, and let the drm
| major carry them up Fifth Avenue, or Thid
| Avenue, or Eighth Avenue for s couple of
{ miles, with the detachment of bluejackeis
{behind, and mark the efect at the recruitiag
| etations.

Listen to the tunes “Naney Lee,” “Juckl
Every Ineh a Sailor,” “A Life on thl Ocess
Wave,” “Joily Commedore!” Hear (hat
thrill rollicker dear to the hearts of our
British allies, “Ten Thousund Miles Awsy®
which American landsmen know as “The
Walloping Window Blind”). See how the
sidevalk pedestrians keep exact step fo
giiek mareh music of that splendid old I

gangway chorus  chanty, “In A
| There Dwelt a Mzid"!
|  Strike up the band!

Coma on, you sailon!
| PHILIP R. DILLON.
| New York, May 7, 1817,
1
" Will There Be Another Chance?
| To the Editor of The Tribune.
| Sir: Captain Cosby in his letter in &

day's Tribune states for the information
I-nII rejected candidates that he expects
| there will be another camp in August 3
!point 1 desire to ruise is thiz: What

Captain Cosby expect the young snd patrios

tic Amerieans who have been rejected
| the eamp and whe do not desire the
| disgrace of being conscripted in the army
'do? Are they to sit and wait for
i months till they cet the information
"there will bo another camp and then be re
| jected again, or are they to wait for thret
! months enly to find out that there will net
'be another camp and that they are lisble ¥
. be conseripted s regular soldiers?

For mv own part, 1 am seriously
of velunteering in a National G
| ment Ay a private in the near future,
though | confesa that | should like to
I nn epportunity of becoming an

there is still a chanece to do so.

i\ This is & matter in which | am sure hor
Idn-d" of young Americans are vitally imer-
ceted, and they want to know now

AWay u-hrtlwr‘ihey should join the ranks o
| whether there will be a fair and square

portunity for them to become officers h‘.

i near future.
New York, May 13, 1017,

Against the Present Blouse -

| To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sirt | am a licutenant in the Officers’
! Reserve Corps, and would like to #ay .
| words nbout the present field service
of our army. Ous prosent officers’ blouse i
| probatly the most uncomforiable, and e
{talnly the worst-looking, of all those
i1 have seen, ‘The main trouble i3 with.
collar, which buttons up high #
{ around the neck. Jt ean’t be kept
| it chafes the neck and in nuyblwr\ s
campaigning would be unbesrable.
Inpth‘n mﬁu fow months thousands of
| officers are going to buy uniforms,
there is any chance of getting the
changed, rnow is the time to do ik
present blouse is an outrage—no
Uit; bot unless somebedy dmh:lt:m:‘
| ing about it they will never r -
LIt ib:nmd. i&*in’,uu be kind enough 10 M5
{a hand and sce if you .gan bring B s
| publicity to bear on it? =
{1 renliza that sny chunge would be &
[ ship to the present army wnd mili

be orly & small pereortage of the

the new armny is formed.
Tenafly, N. J, May 14, 1917,
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