NEW YORK TRIBUNE, SUNDAY,

JULY & 1917

1
o,

4

e S ——

Bya,

PRIDE, PATRIOTISM AND PROF
* INSURE. IMMUNITY FROM FAMINE

Production of Staple Crops, Says Economist, Depends More on Will Power than
Weather, and 40,000,000 Determined Men and Women on American

Farms Achieve a Maximum Harvest with Astonishing Regularity

TS

STEEL PRICES MOUNTING AS PRODUCTION LAGS

e

By WILLIAM ESTABROOK CHANCELLOR others fearful pause to be confronted

Head of the Department of Economics,
Politics and Soclology, College ©
Wooster.

r I AHE crop history of the United
States should assure every
citizen that the food supply

1s almost s much to be relied upnn|

as the tides of the ocean. Prophets
of disaster may be divided into three |
classes—those whose interest it is to
advance prices, those who are tem-
peramentally timid and full .of fore
bodings of ill, and those who desire

¢! Corn may fall off a little,

with the truth about these states.

oats are sure to be a banner crop. Or
wheat may have a little trouble; then

| hay comes in strong.

Illinois a Large and
Regular Producer

Ilinois may be relied upon yeur!

after year for almost 400,000,000
hushels of corn. Illincis is only 2
per cent of the area of the United
States, and only 5% per cent of the

= | population, but alone it raises ut
to weaken the courage of Americans | population, but alone it raises abo _
four hushels of corn per capita for

i : 7 jal, The answer t
in these days of trial. The answer 101, o0 1 py or one-half pound per

their prophecies may be read in the
statistics,

The outstanding truth in all the
data of crops for a hundred years
exactly is that there has been an al-
most constant increase in the pro-
duction of grains per capita since
1817. It was thirty-five bushels of
{he three important grains—wheat,
oats and corn—even in 1016,
forty-six bushels per capita in 1
Add rye, barley and buckwheat, and |
the per capita supply has been more
than ten bushels more for many
years. Of the three great cereals,

the per capita production in 1831 was | -

aboui}nri_\' bushels. |

It has been objected by some per-
sons that because 1016 was a poor
year 1917 may be worse, and there
may be no seed for 1018, The year
1918 was not so good 2 that which
preceded, but there was seed enough
t5 et a bigger erop in 1014, We had
a run of three poor yvears in 1
1863 and 1804, but there was seed
eriough for a banner crop in 1845,
and for a still bigger crop in 1806,

But an examination of the crop
reports shows that, properly consid-
ered, 1916 was really not a poor
year; it was simply a poorer year
than 1908, 1910, 1912 and 1915, and
better than any other in our history.
The trouble really was not in Amer-
ica, but elsewhere, as every one
knows.

Tradition Says Crops
Wholly Failed in 1816

It is a matter of tradition not sup-
ported by authentic statistical evi-
dence thut in 1816 there was such
a crop failure as forced us to import
foodstuffs fron France and Eng-
land. It is snid that there were kill-
ing frosts every month of the year
as fur south as Middle Virginia. We
near much of the hideous cold of the
winters ot long ago, but we fail to re-
member that our forefathers were
less well protected against the cold in
clothing and in shelter and in fuel.
There is a similur unswer to the fear
that there wil! be snows in summer

892

and | Mlinois or lows, d
q15, | acre and per capita in crop produc-

|
|

in Pennsylvania; and this answer is |

that in 1816 America relied for its
food supply upon the North and Mid-
dle Atlantic coast. We rely upon
thirty states beyond the Appalachians
and below them. There is no tradi-
tion that there were killing frosts in
illinoie and Jowa and Kansas every
nionth of the vear even in 18186,

An investigation of the crops of
every state from 1880 till now—too
long even to | summmmarized in a
brie! srticle—shows that there has
lieen n truly astonishing regularity
of total product from most of them.
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and lowa per-
form like clockwotk. It gives tu one
inelined to fear and to try to make

day per inhabitant for all our land
in corn alone.
One reason why we Americans do

not understand these facts better is |

because we do not think of them In
the terms of areas and populations.
In truth, Ohio and Indiana, each a

considerably smaller state thaneither

o about as well per

tion, but their totals are not so im-

pressive,
There are geven states, eac

for over one hundred million bushels | 7

gome Years, ol
winds burn up the corn of Western

imagination that the crop has been
| destroyed in Indiana. The vastness
of America means variety, and the
variety means security.

To bring America to famine, from
wea to sea, from Lakes to Gulf, is
unpossible.

Again, it has been objected lhat'Cmp’ Depend on Wil

| this year will prave one of disaster
to the crops because so many men
have gone into the army and into the
|wities for war work and the farms
are more depleted than ever.

There are about twenty million
Americans too young to do much val-
{uable farm work, of whonr twelve

because ecummer | try from the cities because of finan-

but then Nebraska in two or three dreadful|re
days—and I have watched the fields | re]
| myself to my own loss—one need | importance in
not be delivered over to the wild | cases the rejection has led to a de-

cial inducements. And it should be
membered that the army and navy
ject men for physical defects of no
farm work. In some

gsire to go uporr the farm, for ob-
us reasons, such as recovering |
weight, strengthening flat  feet,
straightening a weak back, curing a
skin disease or hiding sonre infection
from publicity until well. Of all
this, the farmers stand upon notice.

Rather than Weather

Of course, the truth is that Amer-
ica raises about what is intended, |

land the total product is depend- |

millions are upon farms. Neverthe-

less, the farm population of America
is still some forty millions of adult
| workers, for farm women as well as
| men work. Even assuming that be-
i fore autumn three hundred thousand

{ young men go from the farms to the

per cent of all the workers, and

WHERE CROPS ARE DEPENDABLE

[773Dependable Crops
" 0ccasional Crop Failures
[Jirrigation Crops

Numbers indicate rural dwellers per mile.
dependable crops yields are proportional to t

inhabitants per square mile.

he number of rural

of earn every year, and their total

averafges two Lillion b
that is, twenty bushels of corn per
inhabitant of our country, which is
4 thousand pounds of highly nutri-

sivus food. Of course, most of uaipnrrhases of machinery,

prafer that the corn should be fed to

Leef cattie and to swine an
vs s meat. But, so considered, the
corn supply
ensugh to give us a pound of meat
per American per day.

“The wheat supply means as a mini-
mum six bushels per inhabitant per
vear, as an average eight hushels,
«nd as a maximum realized several
times in our history ten bushels, or
two barrels. Nature and agriculture
in America have zet starvation far
from us.

{ Western Kansas

A Doubtful Region

There are some crop failures in
Anericn, hut they are almost strictly

they are not the best workers at that.

ushels a vear;  For the best farm workers are the

| improbable loss there will be extra

mature man, above the age of the se-
lective draft. To offset even this

for the
farmers have money and unusual

d come to  credit this year. Moreover, farmers |

lare raising their rates of pay to

of seven states alone is  hired help from the hitherto prevail- |

ing $30 to $40 a month and board
for an unlimited amount of hours of
labor to £50 and $60 a month and
far better accommodations, with ten
hours a day labor and at least half

get first class help,
|vet the farmhand free, and he will
| work better.

| This is no matter of opinion or of
desire. College students have heen
hired this vear for as high as 75
and keep; and though this is the
maximum for a young man of farm
oxperience and superior intelligence

|

h good | armies or to the cities, this is but|

ent rather upon will than upon
weather, This sounds cruel to the
man of the Western plains, who is
sometimes balked by winds or by
frosts, but elsewhere it is the plain
truth, Tennessee yields crops that
vary but a few per cent from year to
year, for the weather is wonderfully
reliable. But besides the weather the
agricultural mind of the people of |
Tennessce must also be wonderfully |
reliable. It is reasonable to suppose |

u day off every weck. The farm has |
(begun to compete with the factory to |
The war has|

_ | that if the people of the state should

| form the intention to raise & bigger
crop they could do it. The problem

is that of turning over more sod andl

| putting in more seed.
As Tennessee is the maximum for
! regularity, so Kansas is the maxi-
' mum for variation; but fortunately
' neatly all the states rival Tennessee
| rather than Kansas,

The corn yield of America means
in grain and in stalk the vast total
|nf one trillion pounds, or five hun-
dred million tons a year, which is
| five tons per inhabitant. The hay
| vield is less than half the total grass
| yield; this averages now for the last
| five vears more than one hundred
and fifty million tons, or three tons
per inhabitant. These are foods for
| man and beast. The next proposi-
| tion is inevitable, that the anxiety
lin America should be rather over

i

In the region of | how to utilize to the best advantage tis

| these enormous supplies than wheth-
ler or not we are to have them as
i usual by October.

| There is really no way to starve
| America other than to come here and
| by main force take the harvests from
Under the conditions of our eco-

I'us.
|

nomic régime individuals may starve |
for want of money to buy food in
competition with Europe, but there|
should be a way to prevent at least
lin its severe forms the result of this |

| $
| competition.

| City men think of country men
1

themselves from year’s end to year’s

end, but the case is otherwise. In war |

times thers is a considerable slack
to he taken up, and this will be taken
up this year by American farmers,
The young men, who live for the day,
| are in the cities eating hread, not in
the fields raising wheat; but the ma-
!turn men, who live in plans for real-
|izing a hetter future, will work as
| never before.

| Three powerful purposes live in
| these farm men and women now, Ona
| purpose is straight money making;

confined to u particular region, that | with machinery, it represents a gen- another is sheer patriotism, and a
west of the 100° meridian and east ¢ral social effort oy furmers to seize | third is pride. Only a few days ago

¢ tha Mocky Mountains, But be-
0 winter co'd kills the winter
ot in Western Kansas, as it does

cau
whe

'tha epportunity to get high prices
for lag crops. Carpenters and me-
chanics are going out into the coun-

lin an Ohio city a farmer called to
jury service pleaded for release that
ke had a mortgage to lift and this

A QUARTER OF A CENTURY OF FOOD HARVESTS
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This chart, reproduced by courtesy of “The lron Age”
ning of 1909, and the course of prices in the same period.

shows the daily average output of steel during each month since the bep

I

| vear gave to him his chance. He was|spring wheat to be sown in the Mid- | cats in almost as many. Never were |
|there so many apple trees planted
and in bearing this very year. We
have far more knowledge than everi

before of the soil and climate pe-

| released, and as he went out a neigh- | dle West,
"bor remarked that high prices had

' : o A | o el
cured even his laziness. The patriot- Real Cause
| ism needs no commert, But the pride For Hysteria
is leading to an unusual neighbor-
m.l rivalry. The new day of sta-| does not raise thenr. The hysteria of sugar beets and of potatoes.
tics and of bookkeeping has set| that has visited a few centres of | Never before have we known so

ho

men
against one another, and bigger crops  ahead will serve the fairly useful pur- | widely diffused, as to soil fertilizers.
result, Every man is going to show | pose of awakening the indifferent. It Never before was the ratio of men |
his neighbor what his farm can do| had no basis in the facts of the and women of mature years to the
| when he tries. American erop situation, total population so great as now. |

The very failure of winter wheat We raise corn in every state, hay
upon the plains has caused far more

Mon raise crops; the soil itself culiarities that lead to great crops|

to measuring their abilities trade and that saw a year of famine much, and had the knowledge 30;

the total excess is two milliony
more. Never did any nation
into a war of magnitude so well
pared in the essentials of food p
pects and of men to spare for by
It is true that in a scuse thewn
but the lower aspects of the mate
but our enemics in our midg
well as our cnemies abroad, i
not be able to stir into feara
sensible man or woman upon am
legations that we shall not n
bread in abundance and mudy

In all but two states of the Union spars when the harvests are pb
in every state, wheat in forty states, men exceed women in numbers, and | ered in the autunm of 1917,

the agents
definite and substantial responsi-
bility of a public nature, The de-
velopment of too huge and unwieldly
an industrial machine would be pre-
vented by the retention of the pres.
ent operating units,

The underlying principla, then, of
tlie plan proposed for securing effec-
tive railroad correlation is to in-
crease the centralization of both gov-
ernment and private control, leaving |
ta each its proper work: to the gov-|

agencies of private control, actual|
menagement and operation.  Re-
t sponsibility for the maintenance of!
railroad eredit would be added to the |

| earning, and private power over rail-
t

vision and private
would be brought inte cofiperation
and\would bear common responsibili-
ties, though each would be restricted

| By A. V. ARRAGON 2, Establishment of a general rail-
(From an articls in The Journal of | rond oreanization embracing the
Hl.:: necessity for common ac- nished with corporate powers for is-
tion in the various branches suing s=ecurities, halding property,
 ation has led to the establishment of | 3. Creation of an executive board
' a large number of committees and ' composed of railroad men to direct
policy and for solving questions that 4. Appointment of a finance com-
affect all the roads. These commit- | irittee to manage central financing
Itheir work is of material interest to | railronds of the eountry.
' the public from the standpoint of the| 5. Division of the central organiza-
tem. Such bodies are: the Railway on the various branches of wark,
Executives' Advisory Committee, the ' these departments to engage men of
| Accountants, the Car Service Com-!the direction of the executive hoard.
mission of the American Railway| 6. Establishment of a Federal
! Em_rirtoerlnz Associption, and similar other than the Interstate Commerce |
' sceieties and committees, temporary | Commission, to which the executive
| of railroad operation, including law, | firance committee shall be respon-
| traffic, finance, engineering and ac- sible and through which the gov-
| stitutes true railway nationalization.
in order to correlate the work of all | sponsibility for developing and main- = l
| ; :
|into legal and governmental recog-| 7. Transference of the rate-regu- Dutch Textile Factories |
| Frank W. Muhin, United States Con-
i(lehnor] powers of executive action? |eral regional commissions, appeals
| By way of example, those who are [to be made to the Interstate Com- fu]]lows-. “Reports from the textile fae-
| tories in this district are to the effect
jof the railroads condemn the un.|ticns, to Ik R
b fascatal radhices of asrtal P - 1 Icu';:‘lg o the continued and increasing
| p f ce .m1| . Development of financial ma- luck of yarn. The Duteh spinning
|upon the minds of the investing pub-ilasis of the increase in railroad open market, and not enough of that
for the local demand, and consequent-
| rarketing of railronc securities; vet | tion of i i ]
e ST Oy e Lol y H the railroads and .the codpera- | all the woof yarn and a large part of
he; po ess to prevent the  tion of the government in the work the warp yarn that they require. But
rail i i
[bie wise: to give this advisory [ road nnanc'a]'y.lrn e threatened with extinction be-
| be . s ad ry com-|sirength. cause no cotton is coming to Holland.
lmlttee of railway executives, or some
|

Railroad Coordinati
Palitieal Economy) agencies of central contrel and fur-
I of railroad direction and oper- cte.
assoeiations for unityving matters of the central organization,
tees are advisory in character, but|and to supervise the finances of the
efficiency of the transportation sys- tion into departments for carrying
Agsociation of Armerican Railway | the highest ability and to be under
Association, the American Railway | railway board—a governmental body
| and permanent, covering every phase i bheard of railrond men and the
to its own true function. This con- |
lcounting. Would it not be advisahle, | ernment shall bear its share of re-
{these organizations, to bring them|trining efficient transportation. Lack of Yarn Cripples
| nition and to give them ecarefully | luting powers of the states to Fed-
pul at Amsterdam, Holland, writes as
| responsible for the finanecial success | merce Commission on bi
suceess | merce 53 ills o =
| . f excep that the situation has become grave|
\roads, The effect of these practices | chinery to secure new capital on the mills preduce only warp yarn for the
(lic they recognize as hurtful to the |credit resulting from the codrdina- :
Iy the weaving factories must import
continuance of them, Would it not |of maintaining gren the linited. production iof warp
nitt “The eritical need is raw cotton from |
similar body, power to contral thel

Railroad coérdination on thi '
is plan T :
) ¥ i the United States and cotton ya
1 ; would not involve an overturning of | England. Neither is now c’;n:'fn;“'?:.
{rules of finance for the transporta- !I the present transportation organiza-
3 tainable

_ of the country. and apparently is unob.
| tion system of the country under the | tion, but would supnlement it by an T uon ou

ol : | - ; steamers from the United States is

prnper1 Isupel;vmcm of a gn\em-:nul!mr:znl general organization gov- reserved for foodstuffa 3;- lrth:: :t-:::
m‘:{}? ,,.at:.‘d‘ N _ |erning general policies. Tt is a sya- ::Itl':::t:‘f’h\;;.' ;\r‘;:hnuf the necded raw
he problem of uuhz_mz railway | tem which would in the leust degree bering about ':n_ﬁm"?df'ﬁf'?ﬁf.';‘- g
er{;l:.:prr:anl. .most f-froctl\'oly. upon | change the present one, being in|°" work.” : ' “"-“
which the Car Ser\-‘lro Commission is | large part & recognition of existing Wood
engap::-.t!. has likewise been rendered  agencies of centralization. Pt o S Gt I |
| exreed$g!y d:fﬂculF of solution be-| The danger of developing too cen- | Our National Forests
| cause at commission does not have | tralized a system of governmental To meet any possible coal shortage |
Etlha m':elr to enforce its findings. _!n | supervision would be avoided by the :“ the Wt est Wister mofe aa-|
_:::"u :r: !_ieh;ll of transportation | creation of the Federal regional com. | t."::;:“f:::,:,:“”, w:‘im S e e}

o similar features which | missions. Local considerations and | ment's foresters o 'T':e v Ih."n“mw
cou advantageously brought un- | interests would thus be given duell-"-" national forests ':tillr;,?\‘lf:::l’ :l‘;
der central control without incurring | weight, but the conflicts and dis Isma._ht- f“'h”" to locsl residents|

. | % & f a3 Fiahin

tl_'m d:ngm;s of centralized manage- criminations arising under the pres- settlers mf??-‘ :‘h‘:il:fr::nl!r:'&?:;ir‘m:hi
r:.r:lr:l nn.r all matters. - ent dual system of Federal and state Y77 4n¢ which is sold at low rates to|

To e act railroad eofirdination of contral would be climinated. fu r::rl‘t;“:atrll:'r‘rsdml NINHEE: b nober
'.h.b character the following meas-| The danger, involved in centralized | . During the last fiseal year more than |
ures are proposed : | private control, of ereating a eolos- | :tli“.;m"; p:""m for the fres use of na-|
‘1. Compg]mr}' Federal incorpora- sal, irresponsible railrond m of fuel wood, ware takan out by |
tien of all interstate railroads. would be obviated by placing upon
v

trust form of fuel wood, ware tak
I loeal rosidents. The lmoua:t 'onf gmb&i!
involved approximated 260,000 cords,

of such private ownershipT
|
|

ernment, general supervision; to lhe‘

government’s power over railroad |

road finances would he made definite- |
lv responsible to the government and |
the public for upholding honest | port submitted to
administration, sound finance and ef- |
ficient operation. Government super- |

management |
| munitions, the report says,

| wold

| time allowed. The man who baf

| being characteristic ©

‘ Elusive Profits

Much has come to the rurface 2
cent months in this country to ég
in a large measure the popular
sion that the war munitions {sdess

| has produced enormous profits for i
|

manufacturers who entered the 88
Paper profits have in many festssd
been found to be actual losses v
the contraets were completed, In(®
ads, where the munitions pusice
assumed huge proportions of ™
there has alzo been a genenl
that great fortunes have been bt
out of the profits derived from®
mannfaeture of implements of W
But the Canadian Manufactores ¥
sociation has a diferent view of
matter, which was presented s

the annusl come®
14 in ¥

4 antes
have bt
at prices which the mana¥
urers did not fix themselves, bet
they had fixed for them, Fully 5K
cent of the Canadian companies
acceptad war business sre said 07
gret having done se

It ia further moted that pot m*
than 25 per cent of the Canadisn 5
nition manufacturers have made ¥
profits out of this line of berzt®
Those who have mads monef. the?
port have done so heenctt
their efficiency.

The successful munitions nll‘:
urer has besn the man whe
out shells fully up to specl
the quantities required and wi

tion of the organizetion he

nipeg.
I'nlike nther manufacture

EAVS,

fieatied #
i

himself poasessad of these q
ha= not Iacked for orders. 0B the
singled out

trary, he has been g

Canadizn munitions board

could serva his eountry more
than his fellows, snd under g
metimesd

from the hoard,
fnancial assistance, he has kln'#
te his plont, putting up N"n t
installing ncw machinery= his
end that he might incressd ]
duetion, speed up his opersti
perform the servies for the bel
lower unit cost, It is pot®
f suc
nrers that they have paid out
tively little in dividends. T
as earned have been imm
back into the business lo.
expansion and to secur
sgainst gdvances in the P!'m'::
essary materinls, On paper
have besn able to rhow ¥ery
tial profits, but in many eAsS gy
protits are al! locked up 18

f { +
are far I'r:rp huud’_ .
The Aust

ralian Federal Mi ]
considering, according t0
Lourne Age," u scheme PreY

an expenditure over & term \¢

ut loast £10,000,000 for th'i o
ment of factories under jo

and  government sup® !
scheme includes the creation &
tional industrial d -

-
s
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