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Aliens and the Draft

General Crowder's ruling has cut a few
strands of the knotty problem of alien
eligibility to military service. Until that
ruling was made no registration board
knew exactly what to do with the non-
enemy aliens whom the selective draft law
had compelled to register. Enemy aliens,
slthough illogically included in the popula-
tion subject to conscription and counted in
determining state and local quotas, are, of
course, not permitted to enter the army.
Most of the boards have got rid of them
by classifving them among the physically
disqualified. But the other aliens, who are
also compelled to register and are also
counted against a state in its quots have
been a puzzle. There was nothing in the
araft rPgu.Iatlnns to show whether they
were automatically excluded or not.

General Crowder has tactfully suggested
to the boards that they permit “friendly” |
alien registrants to volunteer. ,What |
“friendly” means is not entirely clear.

It|
may refer to the aliens who are citizens or
subjects of the other Entente powers, or it
may include citizens or subjects of powers
whose relation to us in this war is one of
friendly neutrality. However that may |
be, non-enemy aliens of both these classes |
are already allowed to volunteer for the|
regular army. There can, therefore, be no |
harm, in GenerAl Crowder's apinion, in al- |
lowing them the same privilege of volun-
teering for the conscript army.

Congress and the Administration have

exclude, for quota fixing purposes, all
aliens who are to be excluded from service.
It ought also to compel the Census Bureau
to revise its eccentric apportionment.
There is time to iron out all these troubles
before the second army of 500,000 is called
cut. Why not begin thdt necessary work
now?

Where the Scandal Lay

Though the anti-Mitchel campaign lacks,
as yet, a candidate deemed fit to challenge
the Mayor, there has been no lack of hot-
weather attacks on the administration.
One of the silliest of these issued the other
day from Mr, Charles Harwood, chairman
of the publicity committee of Tammany's

s| annex, the Democratic Fusion Committee,

who averred that the Mayor was endeavor-

w | ing “to use the American flag as a cloak to

cover official scandals.” He instanced the
“real estate deal by which the Mayor's
friends would have richly profited out of

| the nation's needs for defence,” and de-
| clared that when the Senate arraigned the

Mayor for contempt he retracted his
charges, which had been directed chiefly
against Senator Wagner.

This is an ingeniously perverted version
of that affair, which fortunately is not so
old that the public has forgotten the facts.
The “retraction” then made by the Mayor
cottld be put into the eyes of his opponents
without obseuring their vision any more
than it now seems to be obscured. The
Mayor said originally, and proved in the
Senate proceedings, that what was taking
rlace at Albany, by delaying acquisition of
u fort site for the Federal government at
Rockaway Point, was “not in the interests
of the United States,” but in the interests
of her enemy, Germany. The only profit
likely to be made out of this enterprise
will be made by the Rockaway-Pacific Cor-
poration, which had agreed to sell its land
to the Federal government for $705,000,
but which under the legislation finally put
through against Mayor Mitchel's protest

will get about all the §2,500.000 appro-|

priated by the Legislature to pay the costs
of condemning this tract.

The net result of Senator Wagner's in-
terference has been a delay in the building
of Federal fortifications to protect the
City of New York and a tremendous and
unnecessary appropriation of public funds
to get land for those fortifications. Fed-
eral officials say they will object to the

government’s paying to the state in recom-!

pense anything more than the $705,000
for which they could originally have

bought the fort site, The City of New|

York will have to pay in state taxes abcut
70 per cent of any condemnation award in
excess of that figure. Mayor Mitchel en-

deavored, first, to prevent delay, and, sec-'

ond, to prevent a wasteful, wellnigh scan-

been slo.\.\ n p:cetmg the mu‘,m“ raised | dalous expenditure of state funds, most of
by the inclusion of all aliens in the con- p
. * o : o | which must come out of the pockets of tax-
scription lists. A bill is pending which ol e
directs the State Department to conclud ISR — O
E PATCIEERS t0/ CONGINCE §oatriotic.

sgreements with the other Entente govern-|* ¢, o404 Mr. Harwood's phrase, the
ments, by which their subjects and citizens | P 3 Amer!can:ﬁag

Both purposes were
|

here, eligible to military service, may either |
be taken into our army or be sent home for
military duty. The simplest solution, 8o
fur as our allies are concerned, would be
a special, temporary exchange service com- |
pact with each nation. But no such agree-
ment, which is necessarily reciprocal in
effect, can be made with any nation which
is now neutral.

Another bill is pending which requires

l

the deportation of non-enemy aliens who formed that the Permanent Secretary has

decline to serve, although found qualified.

This measure was drawn in response to a |succeeds Sir Cecil Burney as Second Sea 289

very general though thoughtless com-
plaint. Shall we allow non-enemy aliens,
including Austrians, Hungarians, Bulgari-
ans and Turks, to remain here and enjoy
the larger opportunities for remunerative
work which have come with the war while
Americans are being sent to the battle
line? Ths: is the argument behind the
Burnett bill.

It is not a sound argument. The war|
must be fought out on the economic side
as well as on the military side. Labor at
home is needed to win it, as well as armies |
in the field. The non-enemy aliens here
constitute a labor reserve which any other |
belligerent would be glad to have at its
command. The French government has
been bringing in Asiatics to till the soil
and to work in the cruder industries. If
the war lasts a couple of years longer all
the Allied nations in Europe will be forced
to draw more and more on friendly alien
labor. It would be a costly economic'
blunder for the United States to deport
#ny non-enemy aliens who are physically '
fit for military service, and are therefore fit |
for work on the farms and in the factories,

Complaint about the automatic exemp-
tion of aliens who have been put on the
draft lists would die down if Congress
would do its duty in the direction of equal-
jzing the draft apportionment. It is wrong
to play the alien factor both ways against
a state or a city. If aliens are to be auto-
matically exempted from the draft they
ocught to be ignored in determining draft
quotas, |

This city is charged with a padded quota,
representing a population at least 1,100,000
in excess of our real population. The re-
sults of the state military census, just an-
nounced, indicate a population for New
York City, according to the census takers,
of 5,462,277. The state authoritjies have
estimated the population here between six-
teen and fifty-two years of age as 60 per,
cent of the full population. That is an|
overestimate. The tabulations worked out |
nfter the Federal census of 1010 showed
that the percentage of population between
sixteen and fifty-two years of age is nearer
50 per cent than 60 per cent. Even admit-
ting some deficiencies in registration the
population of the city, as indicated by the
state census, is therefore below 5,400,000,
Yet the Federal Census Buresu arbitrarily
credited New York City with 6,604,185 in-
habitants, Moreover, probably 20 per cent
of our registrants are aliens, so that our
¢itizen population has to furnish a quota
vastly in excess of ita just share.

Admission to the conscript army of
friendly aliens who are willing to walve
automatic exemption may help a little. But

Congress ought to go further, It cught ta

| when Sir Eric Geddes was appointe

| enthusiasts who have elevated Sir Er!

Mayor may have used the
but any scandals in this case
his side of it.

were not on

Reorganizing the British Admiralty

Sudden and sweeping changes at White-
hall were foretold with great confidence
d First
Lord of the Admiralty, and after three
weeks of eager expectation we are in-

been removed and that Sir Rosslyn Wemyss

Lord.

This is probably only a beginning, but it
will surely be a little disappointing to those
who have been looking for a revolution and
are to be satisfied with mothing less than
complete reorganization from top to bot-
tom. If impossibilities were anticipated by
gome of the publie it is the fault of those
c
Geddes into a sort of superman who
touched nothing that was a little rusty
without converting it instantly into the
most amazingly accurate and smooth-work-
ing machine ever conceived by mortal mind.

Less than two months before he suc-
ceeded Sir Edward Carson Sir Eric was
eppointed an additional member of the
Board of Admiralty under the revived title
of Controller, and we were assured that be-
cause of his efforts alone everything had
Leen completely changed in a few weeks.
Men had been fired out right and left, new

and better men had taken their places, and |

in the twinkling of an eye a stupendous re-
form was achieved and all departments

were running more evenly than they ever'

ran before and at twice the speed. For the
reform was applied, as we understand it,
rot to a particular branch of business,
but to the Admiralty generally, Sir Eric

Geddes (so they told us) being himself the |

Admiralty for virtually all purposes except
the manning of the fleet and the conduct of
the war at sea.

There was some justifieation, then, for|

the exaggerated hopes of impatient critics
who could find nothing worth preserving in
what Sir Edward Carson left behind him
snd were prepared to witness a clean
sweep, beginning with Sir John Jellicoe.
Three weeks is a short time to wait, but
supposing Sir Eric Geddes was already, to
all intents and purposes, the Admiraity
(and presuming, of course, that he shared
the enlightened views of these critics), why
should one of his known promptitude wait
a day when once it was in his power to |
effect the changes so urgently required?

These are the points we must bear in
mind if we would account for the murmur- |
ings that, according to the dinpntcheu.arrl
already heard in London, the complaints
of “procrastinatory half-measures” and
the renewed demand for “a resolute and
energetic Admiralty permeated by an of-
fensive spirit.” We have had a good deal
of this sort of grumbling already. We had
it, indeed, from some quarters even on the
very occasion of Sir Eric Geddes's promo-
tion. “The Manchester Guardian,” for
instance, which was as strong as any one
for “a constructive strategy such as might
converl our great reserves of power into
a force capuble of striking an effective

blow,” was frankly disappointed, &
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aying

it supposed “he had already, as Controller
of the Admiralty, sufficient scope.” But
{then “The Manchester Guardian’s” pet
| genius for solving the problem of the sea
was the discarded and neglected Lord
Fisher. - :
Having made due allowance for the mo-
tives of extreme reformers, there is no
cause for disappointment in the changes
announced. There are probably more to
come, but readjustments of this kind are
necessarily slow and we must not expect
miracles, whatever the warmest admirers
of Sir Eric Geddes may think. The re-
tirement of the Permanent Secretary is in
itself no trifling change. The present
| First Lord is a man of affairs of extraor-
Jdinary and proved capacity in several
| fields, an inveterate hater, as we have been
| {old, of threadbare tradition and red tape.

| In removing the Permanent Secretary he
! has aimed at the solar plexus of Admiralty |
business, and quite conceivably this may |
prove to be a highly important move in,
the event, for it is not at all unlikely that |
he may have a quite novel conception of|
| efficient administration. |
| So far we cannot tell exactly what to
| expect. The public is dissatisfied, and nat- |
rurally so, with the success of the subma-
rines, and no doubt impatience is inevitable,
We must not wender if the changes made
| so far are not drastic enough to satisfy
everybody, considering the extravagant ex-
| pectations aroused. Sir Erie Geddes has
an immensely difficult task before him and
lis still on trial. His powers of organiza-
tion have been well demonstrated in the
army, and if he does as well in his present |
‘office he will thoroughly justify his ap-|
pointment. But great results cannot be|
| achieved in a few weeks. '

l e —————————————
[ Russia’s Amazons |

| The female of the Russian species be-'

if we can believe what we read. One
turns from news of the rout in Galicia
to the epic of the Legion of Death with
a lifting of spirits almost dizzying. When
| the Russian morale is restored we shall
have Kerensky to thank, but also these
Slavie Amazons, these Lenas and Sonias,
who elimb over the top into hell with a
dash wholly invincible. They carry each
a ration of cyanide of potassium against
their capture by the Germans. This is
the latest news, and a dramatic commen-
tary on their heroism and on the extra
hazards which everywhere dog their sex.

One of these sisters of the sword, we

are told, lies in a Petrograd hospital,
suffering from shell shock, but with a
German helmet on the bed beside her, to
bring her the same joy and consolation
which come to little girls with the
measles from toys cuddled up elose. This
helmet belonged to a man whom she im-
'paled on her bayonet.
Another girl in the company, described
| ag its most popular member (in the lan-
guage of a high school commencemgnt),
ran into a shell on the battlefield and was
blown to fragments before the eyes of
‘her undismayed comrades. Still another,
| a musician, was riddled with machine gun
I bullets, Such are a few of the incidents
of their baptism of fire, in the course of
which these amazing girls made many |
prisoners.

Five of the latter wera of their own
sex, they say—five peasant girls, embryos
'of that type of patient, docile German
hausfraw whom in another era we have
ociated with the milk of human kind-
s—indistinguishable in uniform, equip-
or deportment from the men.

vs. women, tearing each other to
no longer with gossip or finger
but with shrapnel! What are we
to on this careening planet?

| nes
ment
Women
pieces,
nails,

coming
| Yor, after all, women are far too pre-
cious to the race for this sort of thing.

'In & erisis like Russia's, well and good.
One cannot choose for them German dom-
ination rather than death. But in the
general run of warfare the men alone
Ishould provide the cannon food. George

Bernard Shaw has put the proposition
|with a biological bluntness worthy of a
Prussian:

“Kill nine-tenths of our soldiers and|
| male citizens, and the remaining tenth
lcan keep the population replenished.
Kill nine-tenths of the women, and the
nation is dead, even if every dead woman
were replaced by & live man. It is worth
sacrificing a battalion to save half a dozen
potential mothers.” |

Yet here we have the potential mothers
gacrificed with the battalion. So far as
the enemy is concerned, this is his own
| affair. But for Russia’s sake let us hope
that when her men have rallied, as they
| will, the Legions of Death will cease to"
| multiply and the surviving Lenas and |
Sonias will rest content with a more pro-
saic but no less patriotic role. Russia|
| needs such mothers.

|

Father Cro;t;r_nt the Limburg Camp

(P Sefton Delnar in The Times of Londow)

After Casemert had exhausted his arts |
in trying to persuade the mea to desert their [
fisg, and when u number of them had beea |
<huken in thsir nllegiance, I'ather Crotty,
whom I look upon as one of the heroes of |
the war, was asked by his German meptors
if he would speak & word of authority to the |
waverers that day at mass. “Faith, and 1]
will!™ said he. It must have been a dra- |
matic scene—the Irish soldiers gathered to-
gether in their rough, camp chapel, the priest ‘
near the altar, the German officer in uniform !
waiting, like Mephistopheles, for the words |
to fall from the priest’s lips that were to
betray these men into his power. The time
came for the good priest to speak to his
children,
| “Men of Galway, Clare, and Connaught,”
he said, “the German Emperor wants you to
|go and fight on his side, and some people
|hn-p been telling you that it {s a proper
thing for you to do. And I have been asked
[to tell you the same. But [ have been sent
to you by his Holiness the Pope, not to talk
polities to you or to mislend you, or to be
the procurer of any King or Kaiser on earth,
but to tell you in the name of God and of
| the Haoly Church what is good and right for
| men to do. As the priest of God [ tell you
|1t is your duty as good Catholies to keep the
oath you have taken to be loyal to your King.
And that's all 1 have to say ta you this day.
May the grace of God rest upon you and
belp youl”

|

-

A Menace to the Country

Hearst as Da-ngeroua as German
Secret Service Agents

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your front page cartoon this morning
was one to which every trae American has
been looking forward for a long time. 1 have
often been told that Hearst is too powerful
an individual to attempt to “cross,” and for
this reason newspapers have been very mild
in their attacks on him. Your fearless ecar-
toon has more than made up for the timidity
on the part of other newspapers.

Hearst is as much a menace to this coun-
try as are the German secret service agents.
If, through some force of circumstance, the
Kaiser wer# suddenly to be deposited on our
shores, we would all vie with each other in

an attempt to do away with him as speedily
and efficiently as possible. We might even
erect & monument in honor of the lucky per- |
son who would be responsible for the Kaiser's |
demise. Justifiable homicide covers a multi-
tude of sins. Hearst has been trifling with |

the patience of the American nation too long. |
New York, Aug. 6, 1817, R.P.B |
e

Hearst the Hypocrite .

| To the Editer of The Tribune.

Sir: As a reader of The Tribune I want to
commend vou on the splendid cartoon por-
traying “the stuff” William R. Hearst is com-
posed of. While pretgnding to aid the ﬂght:
for democracy the hypocrite is doing moral
than any other force to defeat his country's |
aims. His policies change with every gust nfl
wind, First he is for our President; the

Accidents

fo Airmen

Suggestions Which Throw Light on Conditions in Air Corps
and Training Schools

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In view of the recent accidents at
Mineola, Great South Bay and West Virginia
with wairplanes in which novices were re-
ceiving instruction 1 should like to make a
few sugmestions which I believe will throw
some light on the causes of the same and
the untoward conditions in our air corps and
its training schools in general.

First of all, from personal experience (I
have flown with a daring civilian aviator of
the “record-breaking” type) I must protest
against the vice of “strapping in” If you
have followed the details of the accidents
at Mineola, Great South Bay and West Vir-
ginia you will probably have noticed that
the observer was usually “strapped in.”" This
deprived him of any chance of “clearing” the
machine if anything wrong should happen,
It is a foolish and unfair practice, which
bLrings no gain except confusion and disas-
ter., A man who eannot fly or ride in a rac-
ing c¢ar for that matter without being
“strapped in" has no right in such vehicles,
vhatever his weight, size, condition, vigor or
strength may be. “Strapping in" only ter-
rcrizes the novice and masks the very symp-
toms the pilot must study in taking a person
up.
There is & grewsome suggestion of the elec-
tric chair to the average man when he is

do is %o brace his fest hard In the “leg-room"
behind the motor of most tractors. Then
he can slso clutch anything within handy
reach with his arms, if he is nervous. In this
way he cannot possibly do any herm and he
learns to trust himself, not his pilet or some
other agency over which he has no control.
The proposition is about the same as & rae-
ing car, except that the ground friction of the
heavy car at terrific speed is utterly abaent.
This fact is usually an immense relief to
the flier.

His next great surprise comes when he
reaches an altitude of 2,000 feet or mors
and begins to look about him. In the dis-
tance he sees little white things like children's
blocks which he knows to be large build-
ings. He wonders if he can stand up and
gize straight down without losing his senses
and wishing to dive. He tries it, finds it sur-
prisingly easy and reassuring; there is no
dizziness. The reason for this (the same
man could not probably hang out of & fourth
story window without wanting to pitech him-
solf head first to the pavement) is that the
brain loses sense of proportion after a few
hundred feet, and it is upon this sense of pro-
portion that the feeling of vertigo depends,

Some of the terrors of the air are thus
vanquished and the observer finds he can
use his camera, his automatie or machine gun
just as sensibly as if he were on the ground.

To the Editor of The Tribune. !
Sir: Figuratively speaking, New
should rise up In arms against joy

States Senator, Joseph E. Fre!

Said he in & recent statement;
tion has been called to an articly
first page of The New York
headline of which states that
ment in the Senate bill opens thy
spies"—

Mr. Frelinghuysen has the bl
admit, “It is true that I am sp
an insurance company that has 4
with & German company, As an offieny
that company, in safeguarding the |~'
of the stockholders 1 feel it my duty
legally protect their interests.™ .

As The Tribune has pointed out ap
German insurance companies hav:. :'
shipyards, munition plants and {n »
of great value to Germany. When Tou,

when x

:E.
Tribun,,
the ‘:,:

Man-on-the-Street, have enlisted,
are on the way to Franee, when a g
strikes the transport carrying yoy
thousand others aboard, will you they X
haps recall that a United States Senatgy
filled his “duty” to the stockholdery of
compsny in which he was interested? "
The country is infestad with a well orgy,
ized German spy system. German spiey
tected by neutral passports have beey ey
mitted to land here in no small n -
German propaganda better organized
ever is poisoning a ecountry that does w
know why it is at war. In faet, i [
writer's humble opinion, German pro

next edition he is eriticising him; then he | beund hard and fast behind a droning motor, |

is in favor of universal ("[‘“?""Y service 'p':'_' | a whirring propeller with thundering exhausts

haps only to protect h'lnu. __.aIlft?m:a interests); | . .. ch side, that spoils his “nerve” if he has

then he comes out with a big editorial that o There ave men who are callous to any

our troops shouldn't be sent to foreign soil; | y. it 4 9 o any
sveh feeling, but they are few,

is concrete, definite, to the point.

Now he is ready for the worst of the busi-
|noss. and instead of feeling like a helpless
slave, bound hand and foot, he contemplates
| the deseent or landing with more confidence.

then he attacks the corrupt practices of Tam-
many Hall, but at present most of the New
York peopls know that he is trying to get
that party to back him as a candidate for
Mayor.

It would be a good thing for the whole
nation if he did becoms a candidate for

| | Mayor, for a decisive defeat might enlighten |
|cnmes daily more deadly than the male, Lim ns to how well the people ses through |

his tactics, and shut him up for a while.

It has often been a source of wonderment
why the other New York papers haven't
taken issus with the yellow journalism he
continually prints, and it certainly does one
good to see him exposed as your paper does
this morning. H. B. W,

New York, Aug. 6, 1917,

A Puzzle
To the Editor of The Tribune.

As a citizen of the United States, accept
my admiration and thanks for the cartoon
of Mr. Hearst in this morning's issue of
The Tribune. Why such a traitor to his
country and his German co-editors are al-

jowed to print treason unhampered | confess
is a puzzle. HENRY H. WOLKE.

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Aug. 6, 1817,

Seeking a Title?

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Perhaps Mr. Hearst ia seeking a

: | There is a saying among aviators to the ef-
Now, imagine the sensations of the average | oot that “any one can go up, but it takes
observer when ha perceives that the motor|some boy to land,” and this describes the
lhnu stalled or the pilot, whom he has been | business perfectly.
trught to trust, has made some blunder and| Landings are usually made in rapid rwoops
| the earth is rushing up to him with frightful and glides, _olten at really terrific speeds,
| veloeity. The pilot behind him may jump especially with the modern fast fighting ma-

i ines. he earth rushes up to the ob-
for his life at the last moment and clear the | Chines. As t )
machine, but the “strapped in"” observer just server his sense of proportion is rapidly re

: A stored, and if he is nervous or dizzy his
behind the motor, which may explode or cateh | ¢yqubles begin. To the enterprising observer
fire, is like & rat in a trap. He will probably | who is not “strapped in” it certainly gives

| never have the time or the coolness to loosen l some consolation to feel that he may be able
the straps. He crashes into the wreckage |to “jump the 'bus™ at the last moment if
of the machine when it falls, perhaps to be | anything happens and have about the sama
| mutilated and burned. If the accident is not | chance of salvation as the pilot, instead of be-
: serious, his “nerve” is usually utterly broken | ing hastily and imz_tently killed, tquled and
and he never wants to see a machine agsin. | interred after nosine into Mother Earth with
y the sickening impact of from one to three
I am personally nequainted with thg editor | mites = minute.

of several fashionable New York periodicals| The airman, who has about the same chance
| who was thoroughly cured of “seronitis™ by  of saving himself as the average man ship-
such an accident on Staten Island. He was|wrecked, may thus survive many serious neei-
strapped in,” and the terror of & seemingly dents with unimpaired nerve, as has been fre.-
hopeless fall, from which he finally escaped |quently demonstrated, but the “galley-slave”
uninjured, has never left him. No ome wants | method is not lllluly to inspire _Conﬂdenu
; after even one slight accident, Who would
‘t" be led like & lamb to the nlaughller. Such think of lashing ordinary soldiers or mari-

methods are an insult to the intelligence, as ners to their posts and expect good resulta?

| well as the feelings. G. A. REICHLING.

| To gain confidence all the observer has to' Brooklyn, Aug. 8, 1917.

|

| Misplaced Magnanimity | Quebec and the Church

propaganda is econfusing and unorganig
How long is German organization in thiy
country to continue to undermine Amerigy
disorganization?

Public Opinion Too Late

The newspaper forms the opinion of thy
man in the street. In turn, the man ip thy
street forms public opinion. Practically, thy,
the press forms that public opinion wh
rules the nation. But in a crisia the em
tallization of public opinion comes too |y
In a ecrisis the truth {s too slow in
in impressing, the public to bring the fum
of public opinion to bear upon the goven
ment in time to avold possibly criminal s
rifice. And we are facing a crisis to be mg
only by an immediately aroused publie opls
lon,

A difference of newspaper opinion wi
not do it, Editorials will not do it

There can be no difference of opinion g
to our reason for being in this war, s
| the spy menace, the submarine danger wf
| the need of ships, tha pecessity of
|Gerrnany out, the need of aeroplane:
| the heaviest artillery for our men abresd
| There can: be no difference of opinion s
| bureaucratic incompetence and political m
| tenness at Washington. To those who digs
little the truth is quite evident. But th
man in the street does not dig. He rak
but one paper. He does not bother with th
editorial page.

The man in the street will be asked to py
and to shed his bleod. He should not bk
asked to pay or shed his blood simply b
learn that possibly he has paid and shed ¥
blood in vain. He should know ths tnfi
| now.

title from “Bloody William," the “eriminal | . o
Monareh.” 1am sure Bloody Mary was an in- A Warnmg Agamsl Underhard

fant in erime compared with this “War Lord."” |
New York, Aug. 6, 1917. E. H. R ‘ Attempts to Help Germany
—_ - To the Editor of The Tribune.
| Sir: To be magnanimous to a beaten foe,
|to &n enemy who acknowledges defeat to &

Hearst's Pro-Germanism

ISm-ue Circumstances Accounting for| | have besn so bold s to suggest In you
the Anti-Conscription Agitation | columns that the press of the country
lize to that end, to the end that the ma
To the Editor of The Tribune. in the street be impressed with the truth b
Sir: [ was very much amused at Mr, A.

time. May [ do xo0 again?
J. Laliberté’s article “The Truth About| I would have the press of the eountny

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: It is evident that your correspondent
Mr. 8. B. Howe does not appreciate the posi-
tion of Mr. Hearst in the world war, He han
s German language paper and feels that he |
cennot afford to offend his German readers,

Politically, too, he has had to be all

| things to all men, and the habit of being all

things elings to him.

Another reason for his opposition teo the!
German war is hecause it interferes with
snother war on which he has set his heart--
war with and the conquest of Mexico, the
annexation of his Mexican estate to the
United States and the civilizatlon or exter-
mination of the Mexican people, 1 do not
quite know which. Of his Mexican estate 1
krow little, but I read last year in an article
on the Pershing expedition into that country
that in the 300 miles they travelled into
Mexico they crossed the lands of just five

'land owners, Hearst was one, Terrazas was an-

other, with three other Mexiean jaw-breakers
I cannot pretend to remember. Hearst
iz also ambitious to stir up trouble with|
Japen, and our war with Germany interferes
with this, because it has brought us into
practical alliance with Japan.

Another thing that makes Mr. Hearst
averse to war with Germany is his very real
admiration of the Prussian system. This has
been shown in his many efforts to stir this
country up to be a great military and naval
power—-a world dominator, in fact. Heo would
Prussianize America, trusting to their mutual
fear to keep them from flying at each other's
throats,

Oh, the man who could have been Fresi-
lent by the mere expedient of being straight
kas many worries on his mind of late. It
is really unkind of Mr, Howe to ok to
inerease them. s

Millburn, N. J., Aug. 8, 1017

“The Mental Habits of Democracy”
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your editorial “The Mental Habits of
Democracy™ is a classic, and I only wish that

it might be copied by the leading newspapers |

in every eity in America. If this war should
duv nothing more than to take us out of th
rut of that superficial cleverness which has
g0 long distinguished us from other nations
vho build more alowly but for a permanency

| which we have heretofore despised, it will

be worth the price, whatever that price may
be, before the last khaki-clad figure returns.
If 1 sense the situation rightly, one reason

! vhy we see so few great editorials to-day is |

Lecause the thinker hesftates to set down his
best thoughts when they will be appreciated
by so few. Accordingly, your little sermon
tas the merit of cournge as well as a peculiar
sdaptability to the times.

I congratulate you and wish your esray the

widest possible recognmition.
T. NELSON CARLE.
Long Island City, N. Y., Aug. 6, 1917,

Quebec and National Service

Te the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Perhaps you have not noticed that the

| United States draft law preseribes exemption |
| for “regular or duly ordained ministers of | q

teligion, students who at the time of the ap-
proval of this act are preparing for the min-
irtry in recognized theologieal or divinity
schools,” else you might not have reprinted
“The Christian Seience Monitor's” long dia-
tribe against Cardinal Bégin of Quebec for
e'aiming the same treatment for students un-
der the new Canndian law.

It Is considered good polities in Canada,
where there is a project afoot to sell the
government A white elephant transcontinental
rellway, to incite the rest of the country
agninst French and Catholic Quebec wnile the
trick is being turned. But there does not
soem to be anMgood excuse for similar tac-
ties here. The American precedent on exemp-
tion is better than “The Christian Science
Monitor's" argument. J. G W,

New Xork, Aug, & 191}

combatant who has surrendered his arms, is
worthy of all commendation, but to be con-
tinually agitating the offering of magnani-
mous terms to an enemy who, although fore-
seeing ultimate defeat, is in possession of
all the spoils of war and is claiming vie-
tory—what utter folly!

This remark is brought forth by extraets
from “The New York American" in other
newspapers that have forced me almost
against my will to read the Hearst peace
editorials. It has given me considerable sat-
isfaction to sea that The Tribune and some
other New York newspapers are waking
up to the necessity of plastering the Hearst
newspapers with their proper label—pro-
German,

Peace without annexations or indemnities,
as advocated by these newspapers, simply
means that the Germans, of all the peoples

of the earth, are to be permitted to wage |

war on the basis of: Heads, we win; tails,
you lose,
It is a matter of supreme indifference te

the American people whether Constantinople

Quehec” in vour issue of Tuesday, July 24.
Nothing could be further from the truth than
his conclusions, which he foolishly supposes
to be general among the people of the Do-
minion. I have lived thirty-four years in the
province of Quebec, took u high =chosl and
university education there, have mingled
with French Canadians of all shades of
opinion, and have thus been able to form a
fairly accurate idea as to the cause of
Quebee's disappointing attitude toward the
war and conseription.

When Quebec was conquered by Wolfe in
1759 and formally ceded to Britain in 1762
the French Canadians were allowed to retain
their old institutions and religious aystems,
which they had brought from France. Though
there was much that was medieval in these
| institutions, they were firmly established
amorng the people, and Britain chivalrously
allowed them to be retained. The clergy
held supreme power over the people. They
could be taxed by law to build churches,

el

and the Dardanelles are controlled by Ras- schools, ete. They could be systematieslly

sia or Great Britain, or whether they are,tithed to support these. No French Catholie

| neutralized and !,:on:hrollzld bhy thla aiheri ¢iv- could be a successful physician, lawyer, no-

| ilized nations of the globe. It is also a 4 ' ¥

| matter of little moment to the Arnerican,::;’D?rt."_"h::]m?:l" ‘“‘”"”"‘ being & loyal

| people whether Finland and Poland become | he Church, and no editor could pub-
lish articles in his paper which did not bear

completely independent or are made au- ;
tonomous states under the sovereignty of ‘Ne spproval of the hierarchy. Elections de-

| republican Russia. But it is a matter of | pended entirely on the clergy, who set up one
| the very greatest importance to the Ameri- and put down another at their own eaprice.
can pt_‘nplc that the Iformer do not add to| France overthrew this ecclesiastical servi-
the might of the military arm of Germany, |tude, incurring the immortal enmity of the
or that the Iatter are not ground under the | vgatican, and the indifference of French Cath-
| heel of Teutonie barbarism and German sav- :
el olie Quebee to-day reflects this enmity and
To put it in & word, the Germans must its cause. I-ranfe broke forever from her
| ecelesiastical chains and elected to allow the

| not profit by the war and they must pay
for the destruction they have wrought. The |People to rule the state while the Vatican

| Germans sre a practical race, and with rea- |ruled the Church. French Cdnada was docile
| son look upon war as a souree of monetary and continued to submit quistly to ecelesi-
| profit. Only when they have learned that the |asticul domination, until to-day “the Church
| cost must be borne by them, and not always|of Rome is more firmly established on th

| by other peoples, will it lose its peculiar—to | poryy of the St. Lawrence than on th b k.
| them—pecuniary appeal. of the Tiber." v T

1t may be that the Hearst newspapers are ¥ = v
All the more reason, then, | french Canadians are the most loyal sub-

d clearly demon- | iects of the Church of Rome to be found
| strated that playing the German's game in !anywhere, and their development along polit-
this country is now a losing game. | ical and economic lines has ever been the
The d:ly for hyphenn;ed Ame;icmism il! | leading policy of the Church. If a Protestant

| past, and no propagandist of hypoeritical ge]| i is i i
Amerleanism should be allowed to masquer- | by :‘p:::hmc?::,::: i:nu‘:r:::"ruﬁlyh:o::::
|ade as a true patriot or resl American. |00 gp, wherawilthnll to purch it, th
ROBERT C. WRIGHT. : PREFASEO IR e
Brooklyn, Aug. 3, 1917, _Church will lend the money at s nominal in-
i terest. In this way Quebec is slowly but
| surely losing its Protestant population and
the French Canadisns are performing a
peaceful conquest. This conquest is slowly
land has always believed since the days of but surely spreading to other provinces, with
| Pitt, and the Navy College of Britain proves, the result that the whole Dominion is be-
| and rightly so, that the present type of Brit- coming honeycombed with an influence hos-
! ish Empire cannot exist without a weak, beg-  tile to any control or government except that

ging and a dependent Ireland, and knowing of the Church.

this the press of the United States frowns| This accounts for the attitude of the
upon anything said about an independent proneh Canadian toward conscription. - The

|
| simply pro-Hearst.
that it should be qufckly an

Ireland and Empire

| To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: The government of England thinks,

| Ireland, thinking that the dissolution of the
| present structure would mean incaleulable
| lons to eivilization,

Agreeing partly with those opifions, the
uestion arises: Is it right and just to save
| the present obsolete structure of the British
Empire at the expense of Ireland, and would

| war brought to the Church of Rome her op-
| portunity. Every English-speaking man who
|enlisted left a vacancy (prominent more or
|less) to be filled by a French Canadian and
| made conditions more fsvorable for the
Chureh to earry out her active and aggressive

it not be better to destroy the old institution
end build a new one of the federated plan,
making Ireland an equal partner in the new
empire?

poliey of development. The Church is not
 pro-German. She believes Germany can be
| defeated without sacrificing Freach Cana-
Of course, the position occupied by Eng_'|dilnl and that these should be exempt from

land-and England is reslly the British Em- military service and thus enable her to ae-
pire—as the sun in the firmament of worlg celerate her own pians.

politics and world finance is a tr dous ! This is why Quebec opposes conscription so
one and hard to sbdicate, but history teaches | bitterly, The opposition is far from being
that empires are only human institutions|general throughout the Dominion, as Mr.
and that there have been other suns. This Laliberté would have us believe, On the
world war came to bring a great world contrary, my honest opinion is that when the
change, and one of the changes will be the  elections are held the few parliamentarians
dissolution of the Carthaginian type of em- | whe opposed the measure will, outside the
pire built by England. province of Quebec, be hopelessly anowed

AN ANGLO-IRISHMAN, under. A MONTREALER.
New Yorks Aup § 1917, Montreal, Canads, Aug. L, 1917,
(]

unite upon The Tribune's form of front pags
publicity. Such publicity can go sven fur
ther.

As 8 patriotic necessity the press of the
| country should adopt the one poliey of giv
ing front page publicity to the paramoust
| the most vital, national problems in the faes
| of a national crisis. There should be prae
{tically one newspaper, a nation-wide nems

paper, hammering vital truth into the hesd
' of the man in the street,if public opinion s
| to force the government to act in time,

EDWARD G. LONGMAN.

Providence, R. 1, Aug. 5, 1017.
| »
| Matthew Arnold on Germany
' To the Editor of The Tribune.
| Sir: Mr. John Kerr refers in to-dsyh
| Tribune to E. P. Roe's study of & Germa
| baron in “Barriers Burned Away," and im
plies that almost all American and British
| authors failed, before the war, to show a cleat
conception of certain German traits whiek
have since come into general notice,

[ am by no mesns certain that a carefil
sxamination of the literature of the last half
century would not reveal a fuller apprecistia
of the Prussian spirit on thy part of authery
British and American (not to mentis
French!), than many persons would expect
find.

Only the other day I was struek by Mat
thew Arnold's accurate appreciation of cer
tain Germian traits, as shown in a passage
from his essay on “Equality,” written in the
late '70s. In the course of this esssy b
calls attention to the laws of various cous
tries governing bequests snd the effect of
thess laws upon equality. Countries resly
desiring equality, he says, show s tendencl
to interfers with the freedom of bequest, b
France does. He then mentlons other Eure
pean states and adds the following:

“And among those communities we 8N
most concerned, I think, with such as, in tM
conditions of freedom and self-goveramest
which they demand for their life, are
like ourselves. Germany, for instance,
shall less regard, because the conditiont
which the Germans seem to accept for thef
life are so unlike what we demand for oufh
there is so much personal government them
so much junkerism, militarism, officlalissi
the community i& se much more trained #
submission than we could bear, so much mom
used to be, as the popular phrase is, sat upef
Countries where the community has more d
will of its own, or can more show it, are tH
most important for our present purpou-"

1 am tempted to continue my quota
because of the interest to be found ia W
author's views on the relationship betwest
laws governing bequest and equality sme®f
the people subject to those laws. Howerel
as I am writing to call attention to Matthe®
Arnold's appreciation of the German sp
and the German government, 1 shall hert
desist, merely adding that 1 hope other
ers of The Tribune will contribute item
from English and American ante-bellum H¥
erature which bear upon this interesting
ject and seem, in the light of our pr
understanding, to contain a strong note
prophecy, JULIAN STREET.

Norfolk, Conn., Aug. 4, 1917,

Making Men of Oak

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Outdoor digging and drilling, ope
air sleeping, big beef stews of neck, rumh
potatoes, onions snd seasoning, hot, conrst
corn bread with belt-stratching trimmings 8
the things to change eitified striplings inth
oaken men with lungs of leather, hearts
lions and insides tough as rubber tires=
mightiest machinery in waging this war.

Modern medieal seience has scotched tA®
snakes of death, the oldtime army diseases
and has made camp life the safest, healthiest
of all.

Does

Dew York, Aug, 4, 1847,

the Kaiser know what he is up apainctd
KINS




