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The Line of the Piave

At the present moment the situation in
Italy presents a very definite problem.
The Italinns have succeeded in reaching
the line of the Piave. The successful re-
constitution and reconcentration of their
armies behind the Piave has climinated
the greatest of all perils, the danger of
an enveloping movement coming down
from the Upper Isonzo and cutting off
the retreat of the main Italian armies be-
fore Gorizia. The danger of an enormous

Sedan has now passed. Exactly the same
thing happened in the Marne campaign |

when the British and French armies had
retired behind the Oise and the Meuse.

The question now remains whether or
not the Ttalians have elected to make their
final stand along the line of the Piave,
and if so what the prospects of success or
failure of such a stand are. In spite of
all that comes from the capitals of the
Allied eountries we may not be able for
some time to find out whether the stand
made by the Italians along the Piave
River is temporary, & mere covering

movement, preparatory to a retreat to the
Adige, or whether it is the stand on which
the Italians will fight the decisive hattle.

The present circumstances, however,
are quite clear. By retiring behind the
Piave the Italians have shortened their

line by 200 miles. To-day their line runs
from the hills where the Piave hreaks
into the Venetian Plain straight south be-
hind the Piave River to the Adriatic Sea.
The Piave River is a natural obstacle, an
admirable defensive basis, but now, as
three weeks ago at the Isonzo, the Italians
are still threatened with an attack from
the north behind their front. Precisely
as Below struck south from the Upper
Isonzo behind Cadorna'’s line about Gori-
zia, the Austro-Germans can now strike
south from Borgo, north of the Asiago
Plateau, behind the Piave line. If they
succeed in such a stroke the Piave line
will be turned and the old question will
be raised again as to whether the Italian
retreat can be carried out successfully or
there will be a supreme military disaster.

On the military side the chances seem to
indicate that the Italians will retire once
more, this time to the Adige, and take
their stand behind this river from the
Lago di Garda, near Verona, to the Gulf of
Venice. Once in this position their north-
ern flank will rest upon the Lago di Garda,
safe from all peril of a flanking thrust.
The parallel is with Joffre’s strategy in
withdrawing his exposed flank until it
rested upon the forts of Paris in the
Marne campaign. Such a retirement will
carry with it the evaeuation of Venice,
Vicenza and Padua and will bring Aus-
trian and German artillery to the forts of
Verona, with & consequent peril to that
city. It will mean a raerifice which on
the sentimental side must be very bitter
to all the Italians, but on the military
side it will bring a security which it is
impossible to see in the Piave position.

At the present time the point to be
watched is the Asiago Plateau, south of
Borgo, in the Val Sugana. Here there
are two valuable railheads available for
the Germans and the Austrians to muni-
tion their artillery and reinforce their
armies. A long delay would necessarily
cceur if they waited to restore the voads
and railroads in the plain which the Ital-
ians destroyed in their retreat. Bul by
using the Tyrolese railroad system the
Germans and Austrians can bring their
srtillery by train almost to the fighting
line along the Asiago. At this point the
Austrians made a successful offensive in
1916 and almost reached the Venetian
Pain. Had they been fuccessful at that
moment one of the supreme disasters of
the war would have followed, because
most of Cadorna’s armies along the

Isonzo and in the Julian, Carnic and Dolo-,

mite Alps would have been enveloped.
It is essential to recognize that the Ital-
ians have not been defeated in muny bat-

tles since the first action along the Upper

Isonzo. What has happened since that
time has all flowed from the initial de-

feat. Sines that time the purpose of Ital-

delaying engugement along the various
river lines while their main forces were
regrouped and reconstructed on the front
to which they were retiring and on which
they hoped to make their final resistance.
In addition their delaying operations were
designed to give their French and British
allies time to arrive on the field where the
Idecisi\‘e action was to be fought.
Consequently the Italians are likely to
go behind the Adige before they risk a
decisive engagement, just as the French
were bound to retire behind the Marne
before they resumed the offensive in the
first Western campaign. Precigely be-
cause the dangers of a disuster are so
great along the Piave line the chances are
| that the Italinns will not care to rick a

- decisive engagement there, for it is esen-
tial to recognize that the fate of Italy in

the present war may be decided Ly the
next great battle. Just as Joffre would
not risk battle until he felt the balance
was in his favor, it is unlikely that Foch,
his lieutenant at the Marne, who is now
the supreme leader in the Italian cam-

paign, will in his turn risk a great battle

until the obvious peril of a complete dis-

aster is abolihed.

A retirement to the Adige is therefore
the thing that military judgment would
seem to foreshadow so far as the Italian
campaign is concerned, If it does not
take place we are bound to assume that
IBritish and French armies have arrived
‘and that Italian morale has been restored.
If it does take place then it is clear that
| Allied high command is determined to
[run no risks of disaster until it has |
reached the natural line of defence nnd:
concentrated all the resources of men and
munitions that it can hope to bring to the
decisive field. On the other hand, once the
Itallans are at the Adige they are practi-
cally in their last line, and any retreat
behind the Adige would open Northern
Italy to the invader and carry with it
the destruction of the industrial regions
from which Italy draws her war material,|

Germany’s Crewless Vessels
The latest descriptions of the “elec-
trically controlled motor boat” referred to
in a report of some recent operations off
the Belgian coast dispose of the belief that
the Germans have sprung a new surprise

at sea. Devices essentially similar have
heen uzed from time to time for cen-
turies.

The old fireship was a weapon of the|
eame order, but an unruly weapon that
lost most of its terrors, or at least became
much less formidable, once fleets ceased to
fight in masses and the line was finally
established as the best fighting formation.
Fireships worked great havoc in their
1ime, and, indeed, it was only toward the
end of the eighteenth century that they
were virtually discarded, though they had
long ceased to be as effective as they un- |
doubtedly were in the Anglo-Duteh wars.

The German explosive vessels are ap-
parently not controlled by Herzian waves,
as it was at first reported. They are
steered electrically from the shore, but by
means of cables released from drums on
board the vessels. Their course is directed
from seaplanes, and it is said that they
can travel “at a high rate of speed” and
can work havoe at a distance of from
thirty to fifty miles—provided they reach
their target. Hftherto, however, their at-
tacks seem to have been easily evaded.

The British Admiralty points out that
experiments with a similar vessel were
made in England more than thirty vears!
tigo, and thut the only novelty in the much- |
advertised “crewless ships” of the Ger-
mans is the use of modern petrol engines.
If the Germans have hit on any new
weapon it has not yet been discovered.

A Step Forward in Prison Reform

The actual beginning of the razing of
the Sing Sing cell block, the “bastile,” as
it was called, was a simple enough matter,
but it deserved the cercmonies in which
(Governor Whitman, various judges, legis-
lators, well known prison reformers and
representutives of the prisoners them-
selves took part. For many long years
public officials and citizens of intelligence
and imagination have been endeavoring to
bring about the abolishment of this pest-
hole, & =ink of disease, physical and moral,
A relic of the early part of the century, it
roemed fated to hold over into another cen-
tury, what with political manceuvrings
over profits from sites, patronage building
plans and the like. Men confined in it,
doubled up in its narrow, water-dripping
vells, died from consumption or sank into
degradation worse than the state of crime
which had caused their incarceration. Yet
the =low-moving machinery of government
could not be speeded into prompt action by
the appeals of the prisoners or the protest
of public indignation.

All that is now ended, as the miserable
vid hulk of graystone soon will be. There
has been much question about the wisdom
of the new prison site at Wingdale, se-
lected by the Commission on New Prisons,
The preliminary budget for the construc.
tion of the prison which is to replace Sing
Sing was ridiculous in its allowances, tut
judicious pruning has been found possible
Nevertheless, if the site be not ideal and
the new prison cost more than it should
(s most public buildings do), a distinet ad-
vance has been made in prison manage- |
ment in the State of New York by the|
eholishment of the old Sing Sing. Never
again can human beings be confined by the
state under such disgraceful conditions.
Never agiin will there be so little hope of
redeeming criminals for some use in so.
ciety by reason of the state's eallous trent
ment of them.

It 1% worse than unfortunate—it is a
blot on the state—that this improvement,'

lian strategy has been twofold; to fight @ so obviously necessary, was delayed so

jong. Now that it is coming about, it is to
Le hoped that every official instrument in
carrying it oun will take advantage of the
opportunity to make the new enterprise a
credit to the state, a representation of the
modern liberal, humanitarian attitude tow-
ard the unfortunates whom society finds i*
necessary to discipline.

Help the Y. M. C. A.

We are called a hospitable race in Amer-
ica and we can justifv our title. There is
no nation where home means more and
where its shelter and warmth and happi-
pess are more generously shared. Being
hospitable to our boys in the American
training camps and in France, giving them
the same sort of home life that we would
gladly give them if they were encamped
nesr our homes, involves something much
more difficult.

It involves a feat of the imagination in
the first place. It means that each of us
must picture war as it is, in training camp
as in trench, as not only a thing of heroie
moments, but of long, dull routine and sus-
pense. We must picture our American
vs in their camps at home and abroad
us needing more urgently than ever the
very things that the word “home" sums
up. We must picture them tired, cold and
exhausted, as worn and discouraged, as
needing day after day, through weary
weeks and months, the light, warmth and
cheer that an American home spells.

Having conceived this need, there will
be few Americans to hang back from the
task of filling it. And, thanks to the initia-
tive and intelligence of our Y. M. C. A.
organization, there is already well under
way and advanced toward completion the

vast machinery for effecting as much of |

“his miracle as is humanly possible.

cannot take our homes to France or to the | refusal to e

training camps here, but we can send the
spirit of them and their good works to
hearten and aid our troops,

The work that the Y. M. C. A. huts are
already doing in France
Tribune readers in the writings of Mrs.
lelen Hayes Gleason on this page. That
work must be extended and expanded.
Quite as vital and great a labor is that of
caring for the millions in training in this
country. Nor has the navy been forgot-
ten. It is n tremendous undertaking.
Thirty-five million dollars is the amount
now asked. The campaign to raise this
sum ends next Monday. Before that day
every American should give his bit to this

| tabor of home-making in camp and at the

front. New York is at present behind In
flling its quota. It must end ahead. Send
what you can and as much as you can
either to your loeal committee or direct to

|

js familiar to tiveness to n

Cleveland H. Dodge, treasurer, 124 East/

Twenty-eighth Street. No dollars that you
give to your country will pay richer divi-
dends of comfort and happiness to our far-
off fighting men.

Beethoven and the Great War

The town of Pittsburgh has gone every-
body else one better by placing on its In-
dex Expurgatorius not only Fritz Kreis-
ler, but Ludwig van Beethoven. An ab-
eurd decision, this, We all know it to be
absurd. We hope that we ourselves and
our eity will not make as undizeriminating
and rude a rule.

Yet there is no mistaking the fact that
such decisions and rules are the natural
reaction to well meant efforts to be more
neutral in art than plain, ordinary fight-
ing human nature can stand. Our {riends
the intellectuals have difficulty in
drawing a fine line between their artistic
appreciations and such philosophy of war
as they have mastered. For the rest of
the world, that fights with its fists rather
than its philosophy, such a line is not so
easy to construct. It wavers and grows
blurred. and from time to time is thumbed
off the map in an excess of plain will
to hit.

This is regrettable, of course. But if
the only will to fight was the well-tempered
resolve of our intellectuals there would
not be much use in fighting. We might,
better surrender at the start. Ludwig van
Beethoven was a good fighter in his day.
He can stand very comfortably a brief
cclipse in a few American cities, and if
Le happens to be locking down in the di-
rection of Pittsburgh at the present mo-
ment we can imagine a smile upon his
lips—grim, but a smile. That seems to us
a fair view of the episode.

We have no doubt that Pittsburgh will
presently repent of its hasty decision and
resume its  enjoyment of Beethoven.
Meantime we refuse to grow excited over
the episode or damn for all time the artis-
tic soul of Pittsburgh. Art can wait. The
war cannot. Art is rightly called uni-
versal, yet there is no great art which i«
nol founded upon intense nationality.
Those very foundations, of nationality as
of civilization, are to-day in peril. To
insist upon promulgating precise rules of
artistic appreciation at an hour when the
whole basis of art itself is in the balance
is like carrying out the grand piano and
letting the house burn to the ground.

The important question at the moment
i= not how exquisitely adjusted is the
Pittsburgh intellectual poise,
heavy is the Pittsburgh punch. The poise
can be resumed later. It is now or never
with the punch,

no

The government of Russia seems to de-
pend upon the control of the telegraph office.

The War Reviewed
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I am writing to give you some faint
iden of the appreciation with which [ have
read your review of the war, which The
Tribune was good enough to send me some
time ago. Naturally, as a newspaper man, |

have followed the war closely throughout, |

but nothing 1 have yet read is so clear an
snelysis and explsnation as you have ren-
derkd in these words, Captain Calne, our
managing director, is now reading the book,
and he, too, us a West Point grad;:ntn. in
highly impressed with it—nan highly, indeed,
that he ia going to send it to his two wons,
who are now both in the nrmy.
EUGENE BOWLES.

Onkiand, Cal, Oct. 81, 1917,

but how |

“No Time for Novelties”

An Answer to Hasty Fault-Finding by |
Disappointed Inventors

To the Editor of The Fribune. !

Sir: In The Tribune of November 10 ap-|
pears @ lotter under the caption, “No Time
‘or Novelties.” This letter is typleal of much
criticizm of the government, and may tend to
provoke in the unthinking an unjustifled dis-
satisfaction with the very effective work
which the Aircraft Production Board and
other governmental agencies are doing. As
these agencies are too husy to give attantion
to such pinnricks. it is up to those on the
outside who appreciote the facts to set the
critics right.

The writer of the letter in question, whe
prefers to withhold his name, complaing at
the outset that the design of the Liberty
motor was restricted to festures of construc- |
tion which have been tried out. I wonder if |
thie writer has read any of the published in-|
formation as to the purpose of the Liberty
motor and the history of its production. If
he has, he must know that the one idea in |
view was to produce in the shortest possible
timo an cngine which would compare favora-
Ple with those alreads in use, and which
could he manufactured immediately in great |
guantities, to fit out the flest of airplanes
which we hope to have over the German lines
next Spring. |

If “Patriot and Inventor” had had any ex- !
perietce in manufacturing such structures ns'
gasolene engines, he would know that the in-i
troduetion of any nowel and untried feature |
in the design would be almost eertain to block |
the development of the motor for an indefinite
snd probably serious length of time, and
that, even so, the chances would be that in
the ond the new feature would have to be
sbandoned, for in invention “many are |
called, but few are chosen.”,
other rule than that announced by Seeretary
Baker would have been grotesquely misguided
and would have broueht jov to the hearts of
the intensely practical Germana,

The very name of the board to which the

[

We | criter first applied is a justification of its

ntertain a proposition to experi-|
ment with & novelty; it is a production board.
not a development or experiment board, and
experiment, as any manufacturer knows, isaf
maortal enemy of produetion.

In an endeavor to show superior recep.
ew ideas on the part of other
governments the writer cites & number of de-
vices, most of which at least are unfortu-
nately chosen for his purpose. Poison gases, |
to which he refers, are a device of unknown
antiquity, exemplified previously in the “stink
pota” of the Chinese, Flame throwers, though
novel in form, are but a revival of the Greek
fire of antiquity. If these things have now |
the apnearance of novelty, it is only because
they had so long been sbandoned by eivilized
nations s indecently brutal, that they had |
Leen forgotten, and there ia no reason to as-|
sume that they have not been the subject of |
long exneriment and peace-time preparation |
by the Germans. |

The Zeppelin has heen the result of cost-|
Iy experiment for many years preceding the |
present war. These experiments were not
undertaken hy the German government until |
the inventor had expended a large private
‘ortune and the proceeds of a large public|
subseription in the endeavor to make a com-
mercial success of the airship. |

The nirplane, sgain, is the result of many
years of experiment, and the Wright broth- |
ers produced the firat practically controlla-
ble machine more than six years before the
beginning of the war.

The smoke screen was used by Charles XIT
of Sweden in his campaigns against the Rus-
sians. In its modern form, as employed by
destroyors, it was devised long before the |
pressnt war and is said to be an Ameriesn |
invention, The submurine dates at least|
from the time of the Napoleonic wars, and
ro substantial change in its construetion is
known to have been produced by itz chief
protagoniets, the Germans, during  the
course of the present war.

As America has turned her attention to
war only at the last minute and must now
nrm herself in haste, “our boys" will have
o bha provided with the best that can be
produced under pressure of time, and “Amer-
jcsn ingenuity,” so long asleen, can only
hope to be more forehanded next time.

FARNUM F, DORSEY,

Rochiester, N. Y., Nov, 12, 1917,

Mr. Moffett's Position

To the Bditer of The Tribune,
Sir: Allow me to point out several mistakes

your article to-day on the Jeremiah
O'Leary disorder st the Brooklyn Forum last
night, when Herbert €. Hoover was hooted
und hissed by the “Friends of Irish Freedom.”

It is not true that [ ever consented to & de-
bate on the zubject of “Irish Freedom' with
Jeramiah O'Leary. 1 would not discuss that
or any other question with & man who is
notoriously disloyal to the United States. Tha
unnouneement that 1 was to appear last night
with Mr. O'Leary on the platform of the

in

| a alacker.

ITALY'S NEW LOST PROVINCES
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Farmers Need Autocratic

e

prior to November 13.
if ltaly retreats behind the Adige.

Shaded indicates territory that must be surrendered

By Louis

B. Magid

President of the Appalachian Corporation of Georgia

As a food producer—a farmer— [ would
like to say a few words relative to recent
renewed agitation by David Lubin, delegate
of the United States to the International In-
stitute of Agriculturs, of his “plan” for the
sdemocratic organization” of American farm-
ers. Mr. Lubin expresses lest - the
country's mofa
ent autocratic method of food control. e
agrees that there is temporary need for an
autocratic measure, but fears that, unless it
be rendered operative on democratic lines,
there will be opened up “avenues for the
insidious work of the wily agents of autoc-
racy.” )

To democratize food control AMr. Lubin
uvrges the mobilization  of sgriculture
through the organization of farmers by
townships, counties and states, into bodies
which would centralize in & national cham-
ber of agriculture, which would then “met
as the right hand of the
through the national food controller.”

Although the bill before Congress em-
bodying this uper
the sitting recently terminated, it will prob-
ably be urged again when Congress recon-
venes. It is my opinion that, for the pur-
poses of our vietory in this war, there would
be nothing much more dangerous than the
adoption of this scheme.

There are other departments of national
activity under autocratic rule, owing fo the
needs of war—tiranspoe
stesl production, coal.
subject which Mr. Lubin discusses o i
why there has been relatively small ~bjec
tion to autocratic rule by the interests rep-
resentative of these other activities, while
the producers of food have, on the whole,
evineed opposition and distrust?

It is to be observed that it is corporats|
‘businezs which has sprung to the aid of the
government and the country, while unor-
ganized industry has been in vital ‘respects
And it is worth while to con-|

fear

It is patent to the

L
HE A

!uider whether there i3 something in cor-|

| po-ate organization over any other kind of
| or,anization which makes for such intelli-
gent loyaity in & period of necessarily nuto-
eratic rule that not only is coliperatior
| made effective, but that no anxiety is felt
us regards corporate business —over
Mr. Lubin eulls “impairment of morale
The Autocracy of a Corporation

There are certain elements of autocracy |
which are harmonious with demoeracy, at

any time: indeed, are necessary to it One

of these ia what may be termed the autoe-|
rucy of the corporate organization of busi-'

ness. Stockholders elect directors, and these
in turn elset executives, but once e'scted

the latter must become dictators in manage-|

ment, otherwise the business would likely

|s be endangered by the pres-

gm'errlmen'. 1

plan was not acted upon during |

rtation, shipbuilding,

what |

| economie prosperity and to prepare at the

same time for its part in a gigantic war.

Would any one venture to assert that out
preparedness would be effective if the co-
ordination of business with government in
sueh a crucial time were to depend upor
nation-wide organization of the various es-
sential industries through a series of pyra-
mided associations? Organize the farmers
as Mr. Lubin recommends and there would
be no business coérdination of the foed in-
dustry, There would be actually thousands
of local, sectionsl and state chambers, each
of which would have to work sympatheti-
eally with its fellow orgsnizations to pro-
. duce the desired result. The plan, in Mr.
| Lubin’s own words, contemplates “the or-
ganization of the farmers in the thousands
of townships of the United States, who
would proceed to elect their delegates to
their county chambers of agriculture; these
! would elect delegates to the state chambers,
| and these would elect delegates to the na-
tional chamber of agriculture.”

Here is a gigantie and cumbersome mech-
| anism which Mr. Lubin avers “would nega-
tive any and all efforts to use it (national
fond control) as n means for impalring and
undermining the morale of the nation.”

A Politieal Machine

There is only one direction in which such
| an organization would express itself con-
spicuously—and that is politically. Mr. Lu-
| bin himself has indicated this. In a pam-
| phlet issued s year or so ago he urged the
! passage of the bill in question on the ground
that we must take heed of “the contrast be-
twesn the political strength of the cities
and the political impotency of the country;
the defenceless feebleness of the country
and the armored strength and eraft of the
cities, the craft that can sway legislation
by a waive (gie) of the hand”

The impairment of morale, which Mr. Lu-!
bin fears, would be brought into mectuality |
by the very method which he urges by way
of prevention, This ia'not the time to at- |
tempt codrdination through the most cum-
bersome menns conceivable. And this is not
the time to establish an organization which

tions.
| The fact of the matter is that agriculture
it necetsarily subject to autecratic rule for
war purposes, beeause it has so long held
aloof from the adoption of corporste or-
ganization and busineis methods. [If the
| steel industey to-day consisted of thousands
of blacksmith shops the country over, a
steel Jictntor, with funetions similar to
those of the food dictator,
sential.

Autocratic food control will, indeed, have
to be much more drastic than it is to-day.
| We are spproaching a condition in which I
helisve it will be necessary to adopt meas-

farm labor and the conscription of all avail-

Brooklyn Forum was issued without my fail.
knowledge or consent. The great advantages of corporatc or-|able lands. The un-organization, for busi-
Here are the facts: On August 18, 10917, | ganization are recognized and utilized Ir| ness purpeses, of the farming industry in

coon after our vigilance corps activities be-
pan agninst seap-hox sodition in New York
City, | was invited to speak before the Brook-
lvn Forum on the evening of November 11!,
the subject being “Whav Is Treason?" I ae-
cepted this invitation, but veceived no intima-
tion that there would be any other speaker
besider mywelf, until October 24, when a let-
ter came from the People's Institute stating
thut the subject of the meeting would be
“The Police and Street Discussion,” and that
there would be two speakers be<ides myself

namely, Deputy Police Commissioner God-
ley and Jeremiah J, O'Leary.

1 would have been pleased to speak with
Commirsioner Godley, but it seemed to me n
most peculinr and unpatriotic proceeding to

government as well as in business, Central-
ization of control is the chief advantage,
Over this stands the autoeracy of the law in
the form of government supervision. Vet
is this combination of centrulized uuthority

and government supervision which makes for |
stable enterprise and permanent business, |

and these give the country an organized
power readily codrdinated for effective ae-
tion in a time of national emergency. Mani-
festly, it i3 because corporate husiness ean
act quickly and with authority that the
United States is able to-day to mainta'n its

Elections Won't Wi-r:‘Waf

drig into the discussion at the eleventh hour |

this man, Jeremiah O'Leary, who has been
officially branded as & German agent and ag!-
tator in this country, an undesirable e¢itizen
who has been publicly rebuked for disloyalty
by President Wilson und the editor of that
unspenkable pro-German organ, “Bull,” which

was recently thrown out of the United States |

mails for good and sufficient cause. 1, necord-
ingly, wrote the People's Institute of Brook-
yn, saying that | would not make any speech
under these circumstances.

The People's Institute had nothing what-
ever to do with calling off this debate. 1
elore took the initiative and refused to speak
with O'Leary for the reasons given above,
fhe Brooklyn Forum might with equal pro-
pricty have invited President Wilson to dis-
cuss the sinking of the Lusitania with the
German Kalser, The time for discussing
tresson in this country is past,
time for vigorous sciion againat treason, The
thing te do with traitors and seditionists ta
not to talk with them or argue with them or
debate with them, but to shut them up in con-

,centration eamps and keep them there umtil

the war is over. |
CLEVELAND MOFFETT.
New York, Nov, 12, 1017,

Their Countrymen’s Lives
To the Editor of The Tribune. [
Sir: 1 beg to correct a false impreasion
€, 8 haa when he writes in The Tribune of

November 8 of & wpecies of Hale, who seeme!

to regret that he has only one iife to give to
another country.

Traitors seek to give their countrymen's judgment. To endeavor to hold women K¢ a world

lives to another country, never their own.

Washington, . €, Now, 0, 1017,

This is the |

Therefore Mrs. Blatch Urges Women
to Fall To and Work

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: My name popears in conneetion with
the suffrage meeting held Inst night at one
of the public schools. [ was not at the meet-
ing and had no association whatsoever with
ihe committee of one thousand which organ-
ized the meeting,
the proposed deputation was that on Friday
1 was asked to join a delegation of veting
women which was to wait on the President
and ask for the Federal suffrage amendment.
I promised to consider the matter. Un Sat-
urday I called up the chalrman of the com-
mittes and one other member and informed
both that T could not be one of the depu-
tation, Since Iast February [ have taken
littie part in suffrage work, having devoted
my time mainly to matters connected with

it}

And my zole relation to

this country makes this essential. And any
sueh plan as Mr., Lubin suggests cannot or-
ganize farming for this war, which is the
greatest  business operstion of history.
Chambers of commerce aure fine things, but
they are not the right hund of the govern-
ment in time of war. And where business
organization in un essential industry does

| nutocratic organization, Nothing weuld help
| the morale of the country more than a defl-

nite fe:ling that the food problem would be |

handled with tirm hands.

TTh-.:; are already inside. 1t is suicidal, then,
[to advize the women of other parties to re-
:uncing dilettanti. Political parties are not
| bunds of ravenigg wolves. They are made
up of average human beings. [t would be
well for women to join the party of their

predilection beeause one can only learn to!

swim by getting into the water, and beeauss

in their bettle for enfranchisement women |

hsve had too long a schooling in separation
from mon and cannot too quickly learn the
value of standing politieally shoulder to
shoulder with them.

And then we might, both men and women
pause a noment and find ourselves, If wo;
oid, I am sure we would conclude that pri-
maries and registrutiona and elections which
are occupying so much thought wre non-es-
centinls in the present world crisis. Wers
all wined off the slate it would be o hIc!"il;lz
3 doubt if there is a legislative body u;‘ mn.
.n-nguh\'a officer from the Atlantic to the
Pacitie, from Washington to the tiniest vil-

Control in War

would automsatically assume political fane-!

would be eo-

wres ulong the lines of a mobilization of |

not exist, th: government must step in with

| main outside party lines as a group of bal-|

WAY Bervice.

lon about non-essentials, ons might supposs |
that America is at peace, the world at peace,
starvation non-existont and eivilization pro-
| gressing normally, i ing

| lnge, that is too bad to serve
s the

ulf_ the people. We tnlj;lll well kﬂﬂr;:u:?::;
\q}lh \vha'.d we have in the wuy of elective
officers and give our strength to t i
|prn_hlcm- on our hands, . e

‘]hefr 18 war, there is starvation thresten-
i vast arews, civilization is ip dunger
Those who are in favor of the War can t!ntrl‘

To judge by the hue and cry that is going

In New York State, it seems to me, each

R C. HULL, |es unwise,

woman should politically do two things —|their strength on winning it; those who oani- | €ATS.

first, go in orderly fashion into the party
which best reflects her opinions; wecond,
ioin u non-partisan group which in scholarly
fashion would weigh facts snd erystallize

mass outside the existing parties in as futlte
Women have always had a voico
In the management of the Socialist party.

r:lnt_ see what the battle means can centre
their energy on questions of food, sanitation
mluru!mp. health—ull thone things, in short:
which will husband the eage, i

i.]enlm:4 Won't win the war nor save the
Suppose we temporarily lay them

With all their diverting turmoil on the shelf. |transporting army supplies

HARRIOT

New York, STANTON ‘BLATCH.

Neov. 12, 1m17.

Milk for Children

A Social Service in Our Own Town
I+ Not To Be Forgotten

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The New York public has been soToe
' finitely generous during the last three yeuy
that one hesitates before asking for mmp
!lhinx more; but the cost of living incress
. so rapidly that people who used to maky
|both ends meet find it more and mory di.
| cult simply to exist. Perhaps after all om
| of the great lessons of the war Is to tesch
}u- all to give, to give and to give again,

One of the most important branches of the
soclal service work at Fordham Hospital s
| the supplying of milk to the poor of the
| neighborhood with whom it comes in touch,
 There is a mllk station in that district, bet,
of course, that only supplies milk for infsaty
| and mothers, the older children, even whe
ill, the convalescents, the Invalids, snd th
aged must necessarily suffer without the as
sistance which the department can gim
| This help is especially needed now when th
price of milk is so high.

That part of The Bronx which lies sbest
|Fordhnm Hospital has grown so rapidiy th
it has not been possible for the various te
Ilitt societies of the city to enlarge thescop
| of their work to correspond with the increm
| of the population. Consequently mora wek
| falls upon the social service department ¢
the hospital than would do so under orde
imu-y circumstances. The populstion k
largely Italian, and often families are found
| who, having been strong and healthy under
the freer conditions of their early life in
Italy, have become enfeebled under the strain
!of the struggle for existence in this new and
| erowded world.

These are eome of the cases which we want
to help, to tide them over until they em
| better adjust themselves «o their new e
| vironment, for everybody n. lavs realiza
the poor community policy of allowing ssy
of its children to struggle up without prope
nourishment. The fact that Fordham Hes
pital is & city hospital, which cannot extesd
relief beyond its doors, makes the responsi-
bility fall on each and all of us.

We believa that this matter, hrought i
| your readers’ notice, would induce many of
them to send a dollar or two to the Mik
| Fund of the Socisl Service Depariment of
| Fordham Hospital.  Any amount will b
gratefully received by the committee,

MABEL CHOATE, Trensurer,
8 East Sixty-third Street.
New York, Nov, 13, 1017.

A Defence of “Wicked Farmers and ‘

Wasteful Housewives”

| To the Editor of The Tribune.
| Sir: I it not time for the newspapem it
general to stop harping on the wicked farme?
and the wasteful housewife and turn someof
their attention to the commission men? S
\pose farmers had concealed 100008
| bushels of potatoes, dieguising them ss se8é
other commodity, what a howl there wotd
' be. How about the sugnr disguised as flosr
Does any one sea that mentioned? Oh, 9%
|for that is the work of middlemen, and ther
are too powerful to offend. What can 8
housewife be other than economical
food the price it is? Ier family is lucky ¥
get anything to eat,

All the agitation about food centres @8
|the farmer and housewife and has grove
tiresome: one would think all the farme
had to do was to put seeds in the ground
harvest a crop, selling it at enormous fgure
|1t is a joke to any one with only 4 listie
| knowledge of farming. What must it be @
an expert farmer? The cartoon this mer
| ing is the hoarding farmer, not the com
sion men hoarding eggs and sugar, let alost
other things,

It is wicked for m farmer to make modeh
but all right for business men. When §
remedy (s proposed by Commissioner Dilles
or any other person to halp the farmers
also the econsumers every paper in the statl
with few exceptions, fights it. To the ordic
| nary person it seems sbout time most of
nonsensa written wus stopped. [f pape?
| ne dear as it is elaimed, it could be put ¥
| better use. M. BROWN.

Yonkers, N, Y., Nov., 2, 1917,

|
|

Throwing Good Money After Bad
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your editorial of this date iy &%
tainly timely and ghould be ucted on at ones
It is evident that the Russian people are i*
capable of recognizing the gravity of
| present asituation,  They never have L
and never will be of any assistance 10 o

Allies in the present world war, and
| sooner our Washingten authorities re
"this fact the better it will be for the ﬂ‘
'we are fighting for.
| We are told that notwithstanding eur 1098

1 i
-

| to Russia of $325,000,000 we are now P
ling to send her 1,500 locomotives and
Germany is probably in need of
' articles to replace her worn out oneés
thers is a great likelihood that she
lin case of any peace sgreement with
—ecommandeer them for her own use
|locomotives and cars wre probably
' needsd in France or in this

and
w»

'] COon
Brooklyn, Nev. 10, 1917,



