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e Rape of
Belgium

A Journal of the Ameri-
can Legation in Belgium

By Hugh Gibson, Witness

) ——— o ) .
he secretary of the American Legation in Belgium, seeing
everything, kept a personal diary of Germany's immortal sin.

The seal of neutrality is broken, and here is on

ments of the war.
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RUSSELS, Aug. 27 (continued )
B Vhen we reached the canal
{out Malines, on the dash
through lines to Antwerp), we
found t ¢ drawbridge had been
taken that there was no
w8y £ There were a
fow gend on the other side,
and & fow on our side of the
aml. Al re anxmous to pget
across, but the burgomaster had
ordered uspended until
things had quicted down, We pre-
vailed upon & genial gendarme to
run back and get orders to govern
our specinl After waving our

showing how much
1 with the local ad-
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Lr(dl?ﬂ'.:ll.n ar

ipfluence we ha

pinistration, we were quite popular
with the panic cken peasants who
wanted to get ) town.

Orders came very soon, and we
made straight for the Hotel de Ville
to thank the burgomaster for let-
ting us in and also to pick up any
pews he had as to conditions. We
did not get uny great amount, how-
ever, as he could not get over the
fact that we had come straight
through from Brussels without hav-
ing been ¢ by the German or the
Belgian patrols, who were out with
tders to pick up strays like us.
We tried several 1es to get infor-
mation out of him, but he could do
nothing but marvel at our luck, and
above all at our prowesse, which left
him quite bowled over. We gave

heart-to-heart

1
in
with a lot of advertising men
at dinner the other night, a
clergyman, a gifted speaker,

d

who spoke from the by-
standers’ point of view, raised
a great laugh when he said—

“l marvel at you adver-
tisers,  Your captivating
captions create such insati-
able desire for so much junk.”

Junk!

Yet here we are, not only
asking comparison with the
most expensive custom made,
but offering “‘money back,” if
you want 1t !

Dress suits, dinner jackets,
cutaways, overcoats, motor-
coats, army officers’ uniforms.
WEeAT,

tg men and boys

Rocrrs Pepr CoaMpPaxy

Broadway Broadway
it 13th St “The at 34th St
Four
Broadway Corners” Fifth Ave.
it Warren at 41st St
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The the

things to be done and how

kind that know
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If that's the kind of "Help”
you want we can help you.
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him up and went our way. He has
had other things to marvel about eiy
=Ince.

Halt to lnspet".
More War Trophies
Not

into the first Belgian outpost. When
from

we were abont fifty vards

far out of Malines, we ran

them they surged across the road
and began brandishing rifles, swords,
lances—a veritable armory of deadly

weapons.

AT MALINES

Blount put on the emer-

e of the great docu-

/i e f e . o . T .

Phe writer and his party reach Antwerp with official dispatches
(rer 18 1N 200 Q0 3 sioepnle ) : y

rérmans i possession of Brussels would not permit to be sent ot heard a

We were hero-curiosities us the first
ilians who had got through from
the German lines since the occupa-
tion of Brussels. And perhaps we
were not glad to be safely inside the
Belgian lines!

Meet Belgian Forces
Massing on Malines

It was nervous work that far, but
inside we everyhody
friendly, and got through without

trouble, although we were

cnee founi

any

Capyright T Otis F. Wood

A good background for a photograph to send home to Germany

gency brakes, and we were bracing
for quick and voluble explanations
when caw that they were all
grinning broadly and that ecach one

Wi

was struggling to get our particular
attention. We had our
in our hands, and waved
them in the air. No one would pay
the slightest heed to them,

From the hubbub that was seeth-
ing about our ears, we learned that
ten minutes had
finished a little brush with the Ger-

passers

or so before they

mens, and that the articles they
had-been waving in our faces were
the trophies of the combat. Each

fellow was anxious to show us what
he had taken and to tell just how
he had done it. They weemed to
take for granted that we were
i« and would enjoy the sight
and share their delight.

One of # chap ubout

frienc

the .=-h_','
cighteen—held aloft a huge pair of
alry boots which he had pulled

It was

ci
off & German he had killed.
a curious mixture of childish pride

and the savage rejoicing of a Fiji
Islander with a head he has taken.
We admired their loot until they

were satisfied, and then prevailed
upon them to look at our papers,
which they did perfunctory

way. Then, after shaking hands all

m

round, they sent us on with a cheer.| put on the

laisger-'

stopped every kilometre or so, Soon
after we passed the first outposts
we began passing Belgian troops ad-
vancing toward Malines in large
force. They seemed in good spirits
and ready for anything. Our posi-
tion here has gone steadily up since
the beginning of hostilities, and
everywhere we went the flag was
cheered and we got a warm welcome.

This forward movement of the
troops was a part of a concerted
operation by which the Belpians
were to attempt to push through to
Brussels while the main German
army was engaged in attacking Mons
end Charleroi.

Ahout twelve kilometres out of
Antwerp we were stopped at a little
house and asked if we would take a
wounded man into town to the hos-
pita!l. e had been shot through
the hand ‘and was suffering from
shoelk and loss of blood, but was able
to chew on a huge chunk of bread
all the way into town. He had no
interest in anything else, and" after
trying one or two questions on him
[ let him alone and wutched the
troops were passing un-
broken line all the way in.

The main Belgian army and a lot
of the Garde Civique were inside
the ring of forts and were all being
road with full contin-

we an
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gents of supply wagons, ambulances
and even the dog artillery. These
little chaps came tugging along the
road and turned their heads to bark
| at us with enthusiasm.

|Mined Roads Suggest
Very Gentle Travelling

For a mile or so outside the en-
ceinte, which has been thrown up
around the the roads are
heavily mined, and small red flags
planted between the eobbles to warn
passersby to tread gently and gin-
gerly. We did not require the urg-
ing of the sentries to make us pro-
ceed with caution over these places,
| which were so delicately mined that
heavy carts were not allowed to
pass. I breathed more casily when
we were once out of this,

We found the military hospital
#nd banded over our wounded soldier
to the attendants, who bundled him
inside and then rushed back to hear
what we could tell them. They had

word from the outside

town,

A ntu P s oerazy for news of the lost f‘trpamf and over- world—or rather from our part of

the outside world—since the with-
drawal of the Belgian army to Ant-
werp, and they greeted us as they
would greet fellow beings returning
from a journey to Mars, They had
a few newspapers, which were being
published in Antwerp, and handed
them over to us, we being as anxious
they for the news that we had
not been able to get.
From the hospital we drove to the
Hotel 8t. Antoine and asked for
rooms. The proprietor was very
| suspieious of us, and we had a tre-
'mendous time convincing him that

__|there was nothing the matter with

lus. He knew that we could not have
|come from Brussels, as nobody had
been able to make the trip. Our
papers were en rigle, but that made
{no difference. German spies and
|other suspicious characters had
| managed to get forged papers be-
fore that.

| Overjoyed at Prospect
!Al News of Brussels

Fortunately, all the other diplo-
| mats were living in the hotel, and I
asked that he hunt up some of them
and verify what we had to say for
curselves. Webber, of the British
Legation, was brought out and acted
as though he had seen a ghost. He
| calmed down enough to assure the
proprietor that we were respectable
citizens, and that he could safely
give us rooms.
| All the other people were away
|from the hotel for the moment, so
lwe deposited our things in our
! room, and made for the consulate
| general. It was then 6:30, and the
|mmm[ general had gone for the day.
| A well trained porter refused to tell
where either he or the vice-consul
| general lived, but we managed to

]

| find out and got to the vice-consul

| peneral’s house after a hunt with a

chasseur of the hotel on the box. He
was not at home, but his wife was
there. We talked with her for a few
minutes, and then went back to the
hotel to await Sherman's (vice-con-
|sul genefal) coming. MHe called in
| the course of a few minutes, and we
| made arrangements to go to the con-
sulate after dinner and get off our
telegrams,

 Diplomatic Forms
'Go by the Board

By the time we could get washed
up an® ready for dinner the crowd
had come back, and when we set
foot on the stairway we were liter-
ally overwhelmed by our loving
friends. First, I met Sir Francis
Villicrs and accepted hiz invitation
to dine. He and Prince Koudachefl,
the Russian Minister, a lot of other
colleagues, and goodness only knows
who else, fell upon us with demands
for news. I took refuge in Sir
Franecis's office, and szaw as many
people as I could until dinner time.

Baron van der Elst, the secretary
general” of the Foreign Office, and
M. Carton de Wiart, the Minister of
Justice, forgetting all about the re-
quirements of the protocol that 1
should make the first call upon them,
came flying around to see if 1 had
any news of their families. Luckily
I had, and was able to tell them that
]l was well, 1 did not know that
I had so much first-hand knowledge
of the people in Brussels, but was
able to give good news to any num-
ber of people. It hecame a regular
joyfest, and was more fun for me
than for anybody else. By 8 o'clock
we got out to dinner, but hardly got
two consecutive bites without inter-

ruptions.
Tells the Story to

Cabinet Council

In the midst of General
Yungbluth, Chief of Staff to the
King., came around in full regi-
mentals and wanted to get all sorts
of news for the Queen. Before we
got much further others began to
arrive and drew up chairs to the
teble, filling up all that part of the

SOUp

roam.

As we were finishing dinner sev-
erul ministers of state came in to
say that the Prime Minister wanted
me to come to meet him and the
Cabinet Council, which was being
held—just to assure them that all
wias well with their families and to
tell them, in the bargain, anything
that 1 felt I properly could.

However, I had my real work
ahead of me, getting off my tele-
grams to Washington, I tore my-
solf away from the crowd and, join-
ing Sherman, who was waiting fur'

me in the hall, I made for the con-
sulate general. The consul general
was already there, anxious to hear
the news. [ had to get before the
department all the news I could and
as comprehensive n statement as
possible of ‘evervthing that had hap-
pened since communications had
been cut. | pounded away until
after 11, and got off a fat bundle
of which Sherman took
the office for me. 1 then made for
the Grand Hotel, where the Cabinet
Council was waiting for me.
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James P. McNichol
Falls Dead in Home

\Former Republican Boss of
Philadelphia Succumbs

to Heart Attack
PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 14, —lamer P,

MeNichol, Senator and Republi

ean leader, droj

ped ' dead to-duy at the

home of his son, where he was believed

to be econvalescing from =sn attack
of acute indigestion. Death was due to
dilation of the heart Sanatoy
Nichol was fifty-three yeara old

Senntor McNichol's death i attrih
uted to & relapse which he suffered ful-
lowing the exertion and cxcitement o
I
to take to his bed, but recoy
ly and was thought to ba out of dange

Senator MeNicho! was long a lead
in Republican politics in this city and
Philadelphia's wealthiest
Most of the contracts (or

forced

voting on Election Day

red quie

1 lazde!
]
of

Wat one

contractors,

| work on the city’s new 2100000000
subway system were awarded to !
firm ol which he was the head.

For wmany years he attended nu
tional conventions of the Republicar
party as a delegate. Upon the dent?
of Israel W. Durham he became the
party leader in thiz eity, aul alons
with United Statezs Senator Penros
controlied sffairs hoere, graudusily e
tending his influence until he
laoked upon ai n ite leader. e o
terad the State e in 1005, and
n short while n virtual ¢ont
of Tegislation affecting his part)

In recent vears the M hol -Penr

leadership bas been disputed by 5
Senator Fdwin H. Vare and Congre i<
man William 8. Vare, the f
val of MeNicho!l in the
business, and the split
ter fights for control.
time the Vares are |
as far as this city is concern
Senntor MeNichol was married tw
and was the father of fourteen
dren, of whom awelve are living
gons are in the National Arm

'Cousin Files Will
Of Mrs. Stiassny

0

&

District Attorney Calls More g

Witnesses in Investigation
of Widow's Death

The will of Mrs Sarah M. Stiaes
whose mysterious death n week ago at
her home, 215 West Ninety-eighth 5
is being investignted by District Attor-
ney Swann, was filed yesterday in jhe
Surrogate's Office. The dead woman's

trect,
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young cousin, Rlchard Epstein. wh
r WEs used In

a suyicide

1td not 1

$100,000. Some estimutes had placed

at $250,000

Parkway.
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ed by
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the shooting and
» was addressed,

d eo-ex-
, of 99
feld sald

d s Mrs. Sti-
was worth more thanh

she hagd been
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WOULD YOU INVEST $465 or more at 69,
for 3 years in a sound enterprise that will
pay 109, to 409, thereafter? Will furnish
bond guaranteeing money back if not satis-
fied. No stocks or bonds for sale. Investigate.

Opportunity, Box 300, Tribune.
Liberty Bonds Accepted.
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rmitted to
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W. L. Douglas was pe
attend echool while “bound
to his urcle, only for short peri-
ods during the Winter months
whan there wera slack spells in

the work, Many a morning he
was obliged ta work so lats that
it was necesanry for him to run
all the way to school, a distance
of over n mile, and not infre-
guently he had to pay the ren‘

no

alty for heing tardy, throug
fault of his own,

CAUTION — Be sure the
price stamped on the bottom
hasnotbeen erased orraised

Capyright, W, L. Douglas Shee Co,
4 Nassan Street.

700 Broadway, corner 8th St, |

847 Broadway, near 14th 8t
1352 Broadway, eor. 36th St.

14035 lroadway (Times Square)

054 Mhird Avenne.

*1452 I'hired Avenue,
*2202 T'nird Av., cor. 120th St,
Jteres marke

“THE SHOE THAT HOLDS ITS SHAFE"

$3.00 $3.50 $4.00 $4.50 $5.00 #6.00 ¥7.00 %8.00

W.L. Dou:lu name and the retail price
is stamped on the bottom of every pair

of shoes before they leave the factory.
The value is guaranteed and the wearer
p]:otecteg against high prices for inferior &
shoes. You can save money by weari
W. L. Douglas shoes. The best knm

shoes in the
Thcquality of W.L.Douglas productis guacanteed
by more than goyears experience inmaking fine
shoes, The smart styles are the leadersin the fash-
ion centres of America, Theyare made in a well.
equipped factory at Brockton, Mass.,by the highest
paud, skilled shoemakers, under the direction and
supervision of experienced n.. ¢, all working with
an honest determination to make the best shoes for
the price that money can buy,

The retail prices are the same everywhere,
They cost no more in San

cisco than . -y j [

thev do in New York, They are always | w7 [ Wy |
worth the price paid for them, y K BOYS SHOES
'_\\ 5 Bust in the World

$3.00 & $2.50

BEWARE OF FRAUD

None genuine unless
W. L. Douglas wname
and the retail price is
stamped on the boltom

TAKENOSUBSTITUTE

Sold by over D000 shoe dealers and 105
W. L. Douglas siores, I not ronvenient to
enll at W, L. Douglas store, ask your loral
dealer for them, Take no other make,
Write for boolilet, showing how to order
shoes by mail, postage {ree,

/ % g ‘ President W, L. Donglas

Shoee Co., 210 Spark st
llmklnn.ll-u

& W. L. Douglas Stores in Greater New York:

12770 Third Av., bet. 146th & 147th Sts [*8580 Manhatian Avenue,
347 Eighth Avenue. 1779 Pitkin Avenue.
*250 West 125th Street. [ JERSEY CITY — 18 Newark Avenus,
BROOKLYN 'HOBOKEN - 120 Washington St
421 Fulton Street, cor, Pearl, SUNION HILL 276 Bergenline Ave,
| 708.710 Broadway, cor. Thornton. *NEWARK 831 Broad Street,
| #1367 Broadway, cor. Gates Avenue, PATERSON 192 Market Streot,
*478 Fifth Avenue, cor. 11th Street. *TRENTON 101 E. State St cor. Broad
d with a ¥ carry complete limes of ID. L, Dougias Shoes for Women.
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The si
and theWorld's Bes{ Gasoline
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On all trips

Wherever you go use So-CO-ny
accent on the second syllable)
will find that it pays.
SOCONY gives freedom from catburetor
trouble. It gives real service, real econ-
omy, more miles per gallon and more
power per mile.
SOCONY Motor Gasoline is absolutely uniform in
quality. Every gallon is like every other gallon,
here or a hundred miles from here.

In town or country. look for the Red, White and
Blue SO-CO-NY sign. You'll find one nearby. It
stands for gasoline that is absolutely pure—power

Standard Oil Company of New York
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