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Rates High as War Commodity
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Ship Shortage Causes Crisis

All went well for » time, and then
the dearth of tonnage with which Aus-
ralis is faced upset matters. As ship
ments hecame fewer and an rabbits
piled up in ¢old storage in Sydney,
Meibourne snd other centres the ex-|
porters found themselves without funds
nd in need of he S0 the scheme
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A hybrid policy was devised for
“Hrer.” 1t covered fire loss, break
lown in machinery (in Australia all
refrigeration la by artificial means),
leterioration in the guality of rabbits
nl Tn"y much every other contin-
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upon condition of the British govern-
nent's being constituted immediate
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bite and its assuming all risks after
four months it was to be relieved of
storage charges for one month and in-
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Fur a Gold Mine

By virtue of all this the exporters
received the 70 per cent advance al-
referred to, totalling: about $2,-
Ihe remaining 25 per cent
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are made Agx for the rabbita which
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Meantime, rabbit skins had advanced
st n great rate. The prices had ap-
proached a point tempting rubbit trap-
pers to skin the animals, sell the fur
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this move is an ample supply for Aus-
tra'ian hatmakers at satisfactory prices
but not war ones—and the shipment
of the rest of the output abroad, chiefly
to the United States, where'it is under-
gtood prices are soaring Whatever
profits there are from foreign snlea will
go to the Commonwealth government
All of the foregoing is for the time
being the state and standing of what
will go down in the history of the
world war as “The Great Australian
Rabbit Deal.” “Brer” has achieved an
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