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Congress of Brest-Litovsk

The

Apart from the ohvious efforts that wiil

be made hy the Germans to capitalize the
Congress of Brest-Litovsk for their own
peace propagnnda purposes, its chief value
and interest for the world lies in the fact
that it furnishes a good index of things
as they are at the moment in the World
War. It might have a further use if it
ennbled the American public to avoid a
groat deal of unnecessary alarm, due to the
succession of unduly disturbing and over-
optimistic bulletins which continue to
rench it from public men of various couh-
{ries.

The Congress of Brest-Litovsk is a con-
ercte evidence of the fact that the Ger-
mans have on the present showing won
the war in the East, but by the snme!
token it disclozes the fact that Germany
has lost the war on the sca and in the
West and is secking her profit in Poland,
not in Belgium;: in the Balkans, not in
French Lorraine.

Peace made by negotiation between
Germany and the Western Powers now
would amount to a transaction based upon
the posscesion by Germany of Belgium and
a ¢mall portion of France and by the
cnemies of Germany of all Gormany's

colonies and the power to continue the

of Germany's sea-borne com-
merce, Despite all contemporary con-

ueion and excitement, the real question

paraly

in the West ie not whether Germany will
win the war by erushing France and Brit-
ain before the United States can’ get up,
but whether she will be able by inflieting
more heavy easualties to persuade them
10 abandon their fight for a gencral Euro-

penn settlement before we can arrive on

the battle line,
What Germany is now after is to ged
pesce in the West on the basis of the situ-

ation of August, 1914, This is the maxi-
mum of her hope with reference to
France snd Great Britain, She expects

to sacrifice certain of her colonies, She
may even think of pessible indemnities to
Belgium, but her main objcctives now are |
in the Enast Her |

efforts to dominate the world by erushing

and in the Balkans,

France nnd getting ut Great Britain have
been, for the time heing at least, 121 aside.
They are chjectives for “next time," not
for the bulance of this war.

The Congress of Brest-Litovsk will put
the fruite

in definite form of German

victory in the Fnst. The frontiers and the
arrangements made nt this Congress may
for o, num-
ber of yvears, unlesa Allied purpose to fight
until & real settlement iz attained endures
throngh the next two years. 1f the terms
agreed upon at Brest-Litovsk stand, Ger-
many will in all probability dominste all
Central Europe and Western Asia. She
will be a menace to the peace of the world
and it will be necessary for the Western
aations, including the United States, tn

prove permanent, may  Inst

keep hupe standing armies and hoar the
great burden of armed peaes. 1If the
arrangements made at Hrest-Litovek are
abolished by subsequent Allied victorjes
in the West, we may have yet a real peace,
a general settlement and an escape from
s world in arms,

The integrity of France and indenen-
dence of Belgium, the safety of the Brit-
ish Empire, these questions were settled
at the Marne, st Verdun and by the fail-
ure of the German submarine campaign,
Even Italy, defeated as she now obviously
is, faces no threat of mutilation. The

highest price she may have to pay is the

extinction of her hope to reclaim Trieste
and the Trentino and thus complete the
unification of the Italian peaple.

The Western world knows very little
about Eastern Furopean conditions. It
knows very little about Balkan conditions,
It is war weary, and the French and Brit-
ish publics clearly perceive now that the
integrity of France and Great Britain,
and for that matter of Belgium, is as-
gured. They perceive that Germany's as-
sault upon the Western world has failed,

and that, despite all the boasting and,

bullying that come from Berlin, Germany |

is heartily sick of the conflict and wholly
ready to make peace on terms that will
leave Western Europe as it was hefore
the war. The peril now is that these pub-
lies, seeing the issues which they under-
‘tand settled as they helieve that they
should be settled, will be brought to make
peace before the equally vital issues raised
by the Eastern situation are likewise set-
tled satisfactorily.

The war began, as a military test, in
the Waest, and it is the Western field which
holds our attention; but the Western issues
of the war are in reality settled, the larger
jesues nre disposed of. The question of
Alsace-Lorraine and the Italtan Irredenta,
topether with the question of indemnities
for Belgium and France for wunton in-
furies, is all that remains to be deter-
mined, and for any debate about the green
tuble the nations controlling the sea and
{he German colonies have the advantage
in pawns.

By contrast, the fate of the East is in
the balance and the advantage is with the
German. If his will prevails in Russia
and in the Balkang, he will remain the
great world peril he has become and we
shall continue the
presence of the same peril that kept the
We are

under arms and in
world in unrest hefore July, 1914,
all of us fighting now for a settlement,
not a truce; for a dissolution of that great
empire Germany has built up by fire and
sword in the last three years, a dissolution
which shall give many peoples raeial and
national unity and Jeave no nation a dan-
ger to all peace and an obstacle to all
disarmament.

We have escaped the gravest danger, we
have only to endure and to hasten ourmen
and our munitions to Europe, to rush our
shipbuilding and organize our industries
to abolish the lessor danger, lesser he-
¢nuse it is not immediate, The notion
that France is to be destroyed, Belgium
to stay in chaing, Britain to succumb to
German might, and that we, ourselves,
are to be left naked to a colossal foe, 1s
merest moonshine, If Germany had won
at the Marne, it might have happened;
the last chance of this perished under the
walls of Verdun.

There are real dangers enough without
giving way to fear at imaginary perils.
If after all the sacrifice and suffering of
the past three years we do not attain a
new order of things, the end of nations in
arms, the end of prepnrations for and
against predatory warfare, if there are
new Alsace-Lorraines erented in Russia,
in the Balkans, in Asia Minor, we shall
have nothing to show for the most terri-
ble afftiction in human history save sears
and wounds unhealed. But this iz the
danger, The German is not going to get
to Paris or stay in Brussels. The next
vear of the war will decide whether he
can stay in Riga, Belgrade and Warsaw.
11is road to the Strait of Dover is closed,
His way to the Dardanelles and Suez re-

mains apen.

Difficulties of the Convoy Sysiem

The loss of two valuable convoys has
shaken the faith of those enthusiasts who
imagined that the problem of protecting
merchant ships swas simply a question of
overeoming an unaccountable prejndice
against the convoy system. They supposed
that all objections against it must be
imaginary, and ite merits geemed to them
g0 obvious that nothing but the stupidest
obetinacy could explain the aititude of
hose who continued to oppose it in the
fuce of increasing loases under the old con-
ditione, They have gince had oceasion to
peconsider the question, not only in ve-
spoct of the two unfortunate encounters
n the North Sea, hut for several other
resisons which had not hefore occurred to
them,

Bome recent questions in the British
Parhament give ua hinte of the difficnlties
that have arisen—difficulties long since
foreseen by those who opposed the system,
It is admitted by the ministry that the
economie distribution of shipping at Brit-
ish porle has veen seriously interfered
with., Fifteen of the prineipal ports gnite
Iately were not used st all for the dis-
charging of cargoes and grains, with the
result that thousands of men were out of
These local troubles ave probably
unavoidable, but the conduet of the con-
voys themselves has been a eause of much
dissatisfaction. 1t i= zaid that steamers
have been kept in port sometimes as long
a4 ten days, awaiting convoy, and that not
infrequently fast ships ave compelled to
keep company with ships so slow that the
convoys have been obliged to proceed at
from 4 to 10 knots at the most.

These complaints are quite natural and
might easily have been foreseen, for they
ure not new. The convoy syvstem, used so
oxtensively in former naval wars, was
never universally approved by ship-
owners, and was largely diseredited in
Britain at the close of the Napoleonic
wars. Practical experience had convinced
many that unless it were possible inva-
riably to provide a guard so powerful as
Lo be proof against any attack it was
sheer folly to colleet ships in masses and
thus offer a more enticing prize to the
enemy.
collecting m great fleet of merchant ships

work

at a rendezvous and then exposing the !

whole to the slowest sailer was demon-
strated on many occasions, to say nothing
uf the impossibility of insuring perfect co-
ordinstion between ships unaccustomed to
working in coneert,

For these reasons, among others, it| pution. b

NEW

seemed likely, even a century ago, that the Crist Mlllﬂ th Running |
old system of convoy would never he re-
| vived, but that, in all probability, it would
be replaced by some such patrolling sys-
tem as was actunlly put into effect when
the present war broke ont, It was the sub-
marine that brought about a return to the
| earlier system in n modified form; nor is
it denied that the change has been justi-
fied. But the old difficulties still hold good,
and the delays and vexations that have
followed were probably inevitable, The
convoy system is not, as somé supposed, a
panacesi.

'Connecticut Still Has Home-Grown,
I Home-Ground Corn
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: In your paper of December 20 wou
printed an article headed “Old Grist Mills
Gone,” and then vou proceeded to quote from
a Bridgeport paper about ons of the rip-
posedly extinct specios at Candy Mook, Conn.,
where they are grinding wheat into flour.

fn Fairfield County, Conn, thers nare
poveral old grist mills between Greenwiech
anid the nerthern part of the county which
are in mctive operation at the present time
The Tribuns reportsr tells ua that “home
grown, Tiome pround cornmesl is a rarity
known oply to a few oldtime epleures and
secured by them with considerable diffeulty.”
And then he cheerfully tells us that wa can
still find grist mills in the Southern Appa-
lachisns, If The Tribune had had a reporter
at the Fairfleld County Corn Show on De-
cember 20, held at Danbury, he '-\'l:nlh[ have
dlscoversl that the “oldtime epicure’ a8
well ne the zensible housewife could be well
supplied with “home grown, home ground™
eornmenl grown within fifty to a hundred
milss from New York City. Many a farm-
house in this eounty in supplied with "home
grown, home ground” corn, whent and rye
for thair wintor’s broad, and plenty of buck- |

The Film Triumphant

That remnant of intellectual aristocrats
who have leld their noses permanently
aloof from the movies as a thing low,
cheap and, worst of all, dull might as well
surrender, Our theatrical stars have one
by one signed the roll. Our institutions
of edueation and uplift have yielded—
your Penrod all too probably saw the
Wige Men in Three Roels on the flickering
film at kis Sunday School this year.

And now, as a lnst straw, the leaders of
the nations izeue their New Year's greet-
ings through the moviez! The list runs | fe i or
all the way from David Lloyd George t> g I;.;::rliryf::'.;;::: t'.}‘.‘:::'.nlrﬂrl{! County Farm
Josephus Danielse. General Pershing an-| o " oapernting with the Department of
ewers “Present!” Sodoes Nicholas Murray  Agriculture, began a successful eampaign for
Butler. The mind runs back to that sneri- | inereased grain produetion, “:"1 this spring
legious moment in British history not so! the results wero quite evident.

| tinties offerad by "Patriot.”

| other lawmakers will support.

Moreover, the inconvenience of

y . - in vl "
long ago when rumor had it that Mr. With  big harvest in view the farm Burecd
Asquith proposed to have the British
Cnbinet in action, or, at least, in such
action as a ecabinet can achieve, recorded
on the film. The rumor was speedily con-
tradicted and the moans of protest died

down, Obviously the, thing was unthink-

able,

Yet now a British Premier joins in a
message to be flashed on & thousand
sereens the world around! There is, per-
haps, a fine distinction. The sacred per-
sons of the British Cabinet are still in-
violate, Yet the step left is a short one,

Why haggle over it? And how can any |

citizen of to-day, however aloof his intel-
lect and tastes, continue to ignore what
generals and prime ministers are glad to
ornament? We suspect the end has come,
Will the movie rights of the peace con-

foronce be sold in advance, and will its

sittings be ordered pursuant to scenmatio
and directed by megaphone? We await &9
see. Meantime let no one longer mock the
movie, the master of us all!

Time for True Economy
tocoinizing the need for economy which
this atate always has with it and the par-
ticular emergency which confronta the na-

tion now, Senator Sage, chairman of the

Finance Committee, has outlined & pro-
gramme of retrenchment for the next
fizcal year which it is to be hoped the

that no bills will be reported from the
Finance Committee with his approval
which make special appropriations for
ather than war exigencies, and there will
be no salary inereases except for small-
salaried men where they are necessary to
meet inereased cost of living.

What must he done to keep the state
moving forward—Ilest it slip backward-—
will be done, Senator Sage insiste. In-
cvensed maintenance costs will be met,
deficioncies will he made up, the depart-
ments will be enabled to do their work.
But he is against any new employes, new
construction or the undertaking of new
enterprises, unless New York ia committed
to them by law, in the present period of
stress. =

Department appropriations asked for in
the preliminary estimate or budget this
vear amount, approximately, to $98,000,-
000, This is an inerease of about
$19,000,000 over the appropriations made
for last vear. On the basis of estimated
incoms there wonld be necessary to meet
ench appropriation a direct tax of about
S15.000.000 for highway and cannl sink-
ing funds, and probably an additional
£5,000,000 or £6,000,000 more if these es-
timates were not cut drastically. In Sen-
ator Sare's programme such cutting is the
chief feature,

It is inevitable that the state’s house-
keeping cost more from year to year.
Also, it I8 imperative that the state move
forward—if not, us Senator Sage well
cays, it will move backward; there is no
standing still. But in this year of sll
vears there should be a rigorous paring
down of public expenditures. The state,
as well as individoals, should reduce its
housekeeping to a hasis of sound, fundn-
mental thrift, Faney salaries, jobs held
for politieal rather than public purposes,
the printing of reams of reports never
rend by the public, expenge allowances for
investigations which produce reports tell-
ingg only what everybody knew before,
should be eliminated.

If such & programme finds favor with
the Legislature, the total of appropria-
tions may exceed last year's total, but it
will not come anywhere near the depart-
ment estimates.  And there will not need
to he a hugs dirsct tax, the greater part
of which must come from the already
sorely burdened taxpayers of the me-
tropolis,

Does “The World” think the Dnmocratlc'

party can be preserved in aleohol?

The Root. o-f lh;: _Trnuble

(Frem The Buffale Erpress)

Vairfax Harrison, ckairman of the Rail-
road War Boord, declares that all the hlame
for the coal shortuge cannot be atiributed
to the carriers. He says that between April
and November the railroads hauled 61,000
000 tons more of eoal than they did in the
corresponding period of the preceding year.
The problem, he explaing, is primarily one
of distribution, for which the publie must
assume same responsibility,

Mr, Harrison might as well have included
about every other necessity, for inadequate
distribution of practieally everything which
we must have cwuses & large part of our
troubles. In some instances metual produe-
tion may be short, as In the care of wheat,

{ for example; bot every one Inluthnrttylntbt[gh, added burden of having peonle believe

various Federa! administrations and in gov-
ernmental departments concerned with such
matters appenrs agreed that, generally
speaking, there would be enough fuel and
food for all if there could be proper distri-

i
\

He says |

took a census and published a list of prist
mills where grain eould he ground, and the
results fustified the work. The mills are
being used, we are all getting fresh, pure
four and meal, and wa'ro saving the rafl-
vonds transportation.

Will The Tribune please tell its readers
that there are grizt mills nearer homs than
the Southern Appalachians?

GRACE KNIGHT SCHENCK,

Chairman, Home Economics Committes,

Frirfield County Farm Bureau.

Wilton, Conn., Dee, 22, 1817, |

Less Camouflage—More Truth

To the Editor of The Tribune,

§ir: | have read the nccount of General |
Crozlet's testimony before the Senate com- |
mittee, and also the epaeches of Seerotaries
Baker and Daniels at the annual dinner of
the Southern Society. Is it not time that
soma voice of nuthority should be raised
againet this species of ofMicial camouflnge?

Almost at the same moment that the Chief
of Ordnance, U. & A, is talling his sorry
tnle of proceastination and the Becretariea
ure hoasting of their fents of skill the Prasi-
dent apnounces thut of the hundred millions
placed it his diaposal he has spent about one-
fifth, and asks that a similar sum be voted in
ropiacement, Yet we are not told how some
£21.000.000 was got rid of, nor why the bnl-
unce was not devoted lo antebellom pre-
paredness, for which the appropriation was
granted.

Genesal Grozier admits having done little |
or nothing toward the equipping of our new |
forces prior te September last, aving to lack
|l'lf funds,
mars than sufeient at leaet to have clozed
contracts for all the small arms and artil-
lory needed by such of our men as have al-|
rondy gone ahroad to join Pershing. Sinee |
the declaration of war Congress has been
| more than liberal in ita sppropriations for |
| war materinl. Yet what is the result? De-|
| 1ay, procrastination, indecision! Insuflicient
| ships: not enough elothing; no field guns!

President Wilson has more than once pub-
Viely enunciated the doctrine of “Pitilass Pub- |
lieity. Ix it impertinent to nsk that the |
Ameriean public, which ia enlled upon patriot- |
ically to pay the billa in blood and money.
be enlightened upon the following subjecta?

| The age limits of the draft,
I T'he wsearcity of rifles, plstols,
equipment.

The adogtion of the American calibre (.300)
for the British-designed Enfield rifle and the
| British-adopted Lewis gun, when at least four
large plants were turning out both products
of 303 ealibre for our allies, This change
has catsed enormour delegs, and has, in the
cnse of the rifles at least, eut production hy
about one-half.

The utter want of fiell gane,

The months of qaibbling ever wooden
veraus stee]l merslant ships and the ousting
of Genergl Goethals,

The delay in signing eontracts for steel
ehips and the certainty that very few of the
board's contracted veszels will be commis-

! wioned in 1918,

The delay in completing tae scores of de-
gtroyers, (This in a fact known to the writer

one of the six autherized just prior to the

fifty on the three-year programme of 1916 i
not yet ready to go into commizsion.)

The rotention of the twelvs units of the
dreadnovght foree on this side of the At
lantie.

e exile of Major Genera! Wood to Ken-
ale,*

The fallure of the Navy [Department to
mnke use of the supreme ahilities of Ameri-
en's foremost naval strategist, Rear Admiral

Bradley A, Fiske (retired),

For three and & quarter vears Franes and
England have fought our battles; let's get
busy now to fight our own and theirs, France
has passed her zenith, still gamely holding
on, though, Britain has now nheut reached
hera; ltaly is gore distressed, but still in the
ring. Rusein has yielded to unholy pressure
from within ond without., Lot Ameriea now
adopt the twaofold slogan, “Desds, not words,"
and “Fewer but better Germans," and by ex-
v erting all her enormous latent energy |i;1‘;;y
earn for herself and her loyal allies the pence
we all so truly desirs, H. D. B

New York, Dee. 20, 1017,

Not a Political Body
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Bir: Will you kindly publish this letter
| 50 us to make elear to your readers that the
Lergue of Forelgn Dorn Citizens, of which
the undersigned iz president, haa ne connee-
tion of any kind with a so-ealled “Mitchel
League of Foreign Horn Citizens,” whieh ix
mentioned in the recent accounts of politieal
organizations that were recinients of money
in the recent Fusion eampaign? 3

A fow weeks before Eiceticn Diy, when
my attention was called to the assumption
of that name by a number of individuais
gatherod together for campmign purposes, I
took up with Mayor Mitchel, who was ene
of the honorary vice-prasidenta of the League
oll Foreign Horn Citizens, the econfusing
similarity of names. IHe krew from close
| msanciation with our loague that we were a
| non-partisan, non-politlesl, eivic organiza-
| tlon, that we had refrained from taking any
part in espousing the eandidacy of any ons,
| mand that our membership numbered people

of tuﬂp politieal faith,
‘ The Mayor thereupon direeted the Mitche!
| league people to change their name to the |
| Mitehel committee, ete, 5o &s to aveid any |
| possible misunderstanding. Evidsntly they
neglectad to obey that direction.

The leagus of which [ am president has been
| in existence four vears and is maintained
| by membership dues and by voluptary con-

itﬁbutlul. We are now confronted by a

elothing, |

defielt and have dificulties encugh to enrry |
out our Americanization programme without

we were a politieal body and thut we profited
by the use of thousands of dollars which
were in fuet expended by a totally differens
| group. NATHANIEL PHILLIPS,
il‘ruuknt. League of Foreign Born Uitizens. |
New York, Dec, 20, 1017, :

Yot $68,000,000 would have been|

~ Automobiles a Necessity

Pleasure Use Small; Ulility Is Essential to the Efficiency T+ the Editor of Tha THbuss.

of the Nalion

By C. E. T. Scharps, Automebile

The proposition nd: aneed by "F‘atr!n’.";
on your editorial poge to-dny doer pot nppear

to represent m very wo!l thought out argu-

ment. 1 leave aslde the suggestion that the
government needs nll tha chauffour meehan-
i¢s there are to work on airplanes ard war

auto enginer. [ would like to sa¥ merely
that the aviation service is not availing it
self of non-collega men to uny great extent
As for other branches of the service l'l
which engines ara uged, [ sm not cartain
that even If thers wars saveral hundred thou-
sand ehuuffeur mechanics engaged in “rus-
ning machines that gerve no useful purpose
whatever, autos that are practically nothing
but toys, mere playthings for their own-
ors” there in need fop any el number ¥a
the army.

Thin is all aside also from tha fsct that
thore are many chaufeurs shove the draft
wge, and, what is more, married men with
dependonts, [ am not at all sure of the sta-
I do know that
merely to be a echauffetir on automobiles
mears a complete repxir and maintenance
knowledge of antomahiles. In fact, my
knowledge of chatuffeurs and service men i
that the average mechanic obtainable at this
time ix very low grade nnd pight far better
ha left to experiment with private cars.
faet, I doubt if many chanffeurs conld pass
the tests made by the government in aelect-
ing men for meter truck trains, ete

{ am in doulit about “Patriot's™ statistics,
hecause, In his extranordinary proposition to
proliibit the use and manufacture of all auto-
mobiles for pleasure riding purposes during
the period of the war, he says he under-
«tands one concorn eontemplates turning out
1,000,000 pleasure cars within this year, This
ean menn only the Ford Motor Company.
Last year the Ford company built 735,000
sutomobiles, This year the intention iz to
bulld on a greatly reduced schedule, some-
thing like §00,000 cars. Does “Patriot” call

In

the Ford o pleasure automobile? My under-|
standing is that Ford cars are largely in thn:

atility clnss, ar 1 certainly are not luxury mo-
tarenrs, Wholesale use by farmers, travelling
salesmen, doctars and the like can hardly be
enlled pleasurs driving, cven if one day a
weok the family gets the use of the car.
A World Without Automobiles

If “Patriot” ean conceive for a moment a
world without automobiles at all, I ean
imagitie the conscquent confusion and the
tarrific disturbanee upen the already ovor-
worked fucilities of the streetears and rail-
roxds, ste, He would then understand how
ab#urd his proposition sounds to any one in
¢loge touch with motor cars and motor ear
urers. Furthermore, when he lightly sng-
gests to cut off abruptly the industry upon
which 1,000,000 emploges with their families
—-approximately 4,090,000 persons—are in-
volved, ha must be a reckless man, indeed,

Slackerism

What the Man in the Street Does Not
Yet Realize

Te the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: One is naturally surprised ut the
various-roports appearing as to the efflciency
in equipping the expeditionary foree sent
from here to France, with guns, ammunition,
ete., k8 also with the reports of a large per-
centage of deaths from preumonia and other
dizeases in the eamps throughout the coun-
try, a9 wall as the lack of a propar supnly of
clothing, equipment, ete. All this seems ex-
traordinary to m lay person, sspecially sa it
{a now more than eight months since this
country declared war asdinst Germany, and
ia in sad contrast to Great Britain, which
country, it is admitted, was, g0 far as her
army wus concerned, totally unprepared for
war a: the outbreak of hostilities, Yet she
was ahle to place in fourteen days an army
af 160000 men in France, admittedly the
finest xrmy that ever was sent to the front
#y any country, fully equipped to the very.
last boot lace, the mornl effect of which un-
dovbtedly “bucked up” the French and pre-
vanted the taking of Paris, which every one
{feared would fall.

Enorimous voluntser armies were trained
and oquipped by England and sent abroad
during the first eight months of the war, not
only te France, but to Exypt, the Persian
Gu'f, ote, and this wan accomplished in a
eountry with a population of less than half
of ours, foreed to drow her raw materinl
trom abroad, to say nothing of keeping the
seas open. While nothing was done -prior to
the deelaration of war against Germany by
this eounitry to prepars an army or inerease

| the navy, or equip it fully, yet one would

hava thought that thero would have been no
diffculty in obtaining smple supplies of all
warlike materinl at short noties, in view of
the fact that so many factories in tha coun-,

' tre had been engaged end equipped for the

sepplying of this to the Allies, from the au-
tumn of 1911

The man in the street does not appear to
realize that this country is at war and what
the suceess of the Allfes means to the present
and future genbriations of the United States,
Can it be that those in suthority ara equally
dense upon the situation, and eannot
populer opinion ba atirred by extensively
read newspapers, like your own, to educate

| tha public to the needs of this conntry and

willingly to put up with some privation to
aecomplish tha enda in view? Whether this
city is a fair example of the rest of the coun«
trr 1 eannot say, bat go anywhers you like,
in private houses, rezlaurants, clubs, hotels,
ete, and you will see the same lavish use of
food and frequent waste of it. A war of the
megnitude of the present one cannot he ef-
fielently conducted or brought to a success-
rul conelunion without every one feeling it,
ard it in just sz mueh a duty of the man,
women or child who remains at home to do
& part s it is for the man in the trenches
to do his: A,
New York, Dee. 21, 1017,

Alien Slackers

Ta the Editor of The Tribune,
Eir: The hill now in Congr for F
drafting of Allied aliens in this country
¢hould be wpeeded through Congress and
preparation for its exceution be immediataly
made. While admitling the correctness of
such a law, may | not ask, In juetice to thote
affected by such a statute, what steps, if any,
has Congress taken regarding Amerlean
aliens in Allied eountries? Pruy, let there
be no sidestepping of this [isue, no matter
whers it leads. War Is war, and since the
alien in this country, without a voice in ita
government, shouold be compelled to render
us military serviee, then is he not entitled
to some just compensation mi o reward for
such servicea? And after the war, what?
Those whom fate may permit to return to
cur shores, are they to resume their eivilian
duties still minus a voice in the guvernment
for whieh they fought? !
It is my firm belief that the same unani-

| mous approval of well-thinking Americans |

who nre now back of Congress in t

of this bll! would similarly up:al:.tra:.;:n.:-

sage of_ A measurs granting after the war

free citizenship to all Allied alisns render-|

ing service In either army or navy during|

this confliet, FREDERICK THEOPHILUS, |
Newton, N. J., Dee, 20, 1017,

"by “Ratriot.”.

| fat, bottles, ete. In England private concerns

Editor of The Tribune

To back up the statement ma ta 1,000.000
persors, let me quote from atatisties pub-
lished on the automobile page of The Trib-
une itaolf only last Sunday:

Trieeted Annul
N2 Caphtsl. TWorkees  Fagmoll l

A niies & Truok

l;:r:u‘u;l—'r: . 550 173,099 000 260,000 175000, 009
Tars I -,

- : 1 0en 190 ARA ROR I8 MO 3TN A8A BN
e ngiess =ane 11,000 iAe  JH RS 39 380,000
fetar Deqiess . TL00E 196,000,000 201488 319, e B0

e, S04 §1.297.000,000 10,000 $EST 08,090 |

Thess fipures do not take inte account the i.
{ires marufactuyed in the yesr ended June
40, & total of 18,000,000 tires, valuad at $450.-
000,000, 'They do not take into aceount he
tire makers’ thousands of employes. There
are alio accessory and supply storekeepers
and thelr help, independent garages, repair
shops and gasolene stations, which involve
the services of thousands of persona out of |
the deaft sape, whose families must live In
spite of such persons as “Patriot,”

The 10 Per Cent Who Ride for Pleasure

As shown it The Tribune nrtiele on Sunday,
a business whieh takes in £300,000,000 worth
of raw and fabrieatsd material, the prodncte
primarily of mines, eattle and sheep ranches,
eotton and rubber plantations, lumber eamps,
stone nuarries, sand nnd clay pits and n'll
wells, i+ hardly a thing to be juggied with in
“Patriot’s” oasy and light way,

1 have gone thus far into dstail in this
article becauie people who think like “Pa-
teiat” are unfortunately many, and they can-
nat differsntinte the 00 per cent rutomobile
wsars in thiz country to whom s car is wholly
or in part a utility from the 10 per cent who
ride exclusively for pleasure.

I would like to know what particular good
wonld be mceomplished by the non-use of
rubber, metal, gasolene, oil or mechanies'
labor. To check an industry of this nite, to
sut It off untimely, would mesn only s terri-
fie economie disturbance. [ do not think it
would make available any additional funds
wherewith to win the war. Quite the con-
trary. It would ruin thousands and bring
their families to penury. I wonder if “Pa-
triot” understands that the government at
this time has not called for more than 40
par cent of the facilities of such sutomobils
fretories ms sre engaged upon war work.
Not by any maans nll the factories in the
business have been called upon to do war
work. The sutomobile industry slone, by
devoting 100 per cent of its facilities, could
take complete eare of all our war nesds for
years and yeuars to come,

This is just one small part of the country’s
whole munition fzeilities, and the day has
by no mean= come whot the government must
close down the automoblle factories im this
country and #ay no miore cars can be built.
The situation is serious, I admit, but it is
made decidedly more serious by such thought-
{ess, unreasoning stataments ag those offered

—

A Way to Save Fat

Let Housewives Preserve It and the
State Buy It

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: 1 wish to put before you a plan that
I thirk would succeed in all large eities in
America. [t ought to be regulated by the
city authorities, as [ find there {3 some ob-
jection in apartment houses to sllowing men
te call, on account of their not always being
honezt, ete. The plan is this:

[ find in my own household, and many of
my friends, that there exists a great waste
of fat owing to the fact that certain kinds
of fat cannot be used up, und apparently
tiimre seemia to be no way of getting rid of it
sxcept by throwing it into the garbage pail.
Thers iz no use for mutton and lamb fat
in the generality of households; end sinece
the price of meat is =o high I find the
butcher is making profit by sending with
the meats an extry amount of fat, This is
trimmed off and in most kitchens sent to the
garbage can, The same appliss to beef fat.
In houses where many joints are used the
cooks have more fat than they ean use. If
this wera rondored down and kept in m tin
for eals it would at least Le conserved., Now
the question is where to sell this fat. My
gehome iz that the food conscrvation peo-
pio make n house-ta-house cull and buy the
fat from the houscholder, or eook, if there
is one, &nid rersil to svap makers, ete.

Circulars should be sent to kitchen dodrs,
also to the householders, asking their co-
operation in the schema. [l zoems to me the
ones to appeal to are the servants; they will |
save anything If they know they are going |
to benefit thereby. And in England and
France the cooks get tho money lor extra

make a house-to-house canvasg, offering to |
buy fat. It i & regular business, out of
which they make money. So that I con.
sider the food eonservation committee ought
to make the thing pay for itself, if run on a
business basis.

I find in buying ordinary household soap
the priee has inereased up to 82 om
a eass, and certnin brands eannot ba ob-
tained, and the grocars will tell you soap is
very seares nnd very high, to eay nething of
eandles; and it is caused through the seur-
city of fat. [ happen to know that in most |
households fat is thrown away ss of no|

#alue whatever, and 1 find the resson is no

one knows what to do with it—if tha!- do
snve it READER.
Neow York., Dee. 11, 1017, !

Progress—But
tFrom The Pliiadelphia Inguirer)
We do not wish to be misunderstood. The |
government is making progress, but is mul-t
Ing it too slowly. That is to say, it might
be  accomplishing much more, Congress |
knows this, and this is why the investiga-
tions huve been ordered. No one wishes to
tear down, All wish to build up, How can!
it be done? 1
Oune way to do it is to cast aside zl) par-
tisanshlp and summon to Washington the
men best fitted by their sctual experience for
tha duties assigned to them. Nevor mind
the political aMiliations of a man. That isa—
or should be--nothing, This {3 the nation's |
war, not the war of a poiitical party. Theve |
are too many lawyers, too many college pro- |
fessora trying to run things. They have |
seriously hampered the all-important ship |
construetion. They have seriously delayed |
the manufacture of rifles, artillery and ma-
chine guns. Mere shake-ups in the Ship-
ping Board amount to nothing, Seeretary
Baker's new War Councll is & makeshift, not

| the real thing,

Put shipbullding organization in the hands
of experts. Pul everything appertaining to
munitions in tke hands of a Seeretary of |
Munitions, and bring to that office the brains
that go with knowledge and experienes. Put
raal organizers in charge wherever organi- |
zation hus fallen down and give these or- |
ganizers the order to eut
pn:‘ladlknd. .

ed tape and speed do not together
Get rid of the red tape and npal:;i np'!“ 4 |

Wa hapo that Congress will take this view
:l‘ the matier as the result of its investiga-

ons.,

| renl Ruthenisn university,

| importanee, and that they well illustrate ¢

support of Berlin for Prussian

'like Mr, Hohn always overlook that eves )

{natural entity, a federation of the

cowardly element to escape Habili

the red tape and who have diod with Canadian troops, |

condition?

The Slavic Question

Masy More Small Nations it
Necessary Readjustment

Sir: In discussing the question of
Ukrainian fight for liberty, and inel
the problem of smail nations generally,
Frank Bohn illustrates the difenitien that
those ars laboring under who are both P
Jer the imfluence +f precomceived thy it
and not as well informed man!'g 1
pean problems as woald be desirable, Thy
[atter part of this statoment I not made
in any spirit of eriticiam, because it is pot
eney even for men of Mr. Bohn's eruditien
to hecome familiar with all tha nm
of the problem of small natlenalities, but j
'+ pointed out to show hew dangerous it fy
to be as positive in one’s opiuions ag My,
Bohn seems to be. Thus Mr. Bohn obserrey

| that it is of little importance that thers wag

merely a Ruthenian facuity st & Polish wf
vorsity in Galicia instrad o!;hm being &
r. o
in deseribing this matter, is right, as [ -
pen to know, myself, and any ane who
knows Austro-Hungarian conditions will
Mr. Bohn that such distinctions are of py

situation in Austria-luagary.

When Mr. Hohn attempts te m“
problem of wmall nations, or rather the
smaller nations, in Europe with conditiong ig
Ameriea as they provailed at the time of the
makers of our Constitution, he adopts & com.
parison which is as lame as all comparisens
proverbially are, America was & new comp.
try nt the time of the adoption of the Consti-
tution. We were a nation in the making,
while all these smaller nationalities have a
history of hundreds of years of euliore and
ara living in thelr old historical homes, as
well as fighting for rights of which they wers
deprived. This of itself is suficient to dis.
pose of any sueh comparison as Mz, Bokn has
attempted.

No One Wants 25 Nations

When Mr. Bohn indieates the possibility of
giving Europs twenty-five more sutonomows
nations, 1 am sorry to say that he :

“in an exsuggeration which ander given civeum.

stances might become dangerous. No ems
speaks of giving Earope twenty-five more ns-
tions. Thus, if you will break up Anstris.
[Tungary, as she inevitably must be dismem.
berad, you will merely reconstruct a Coecho-
Zlovak state, and there will come into belng
» united Poland, Hungary being independent
ut tha present time. The fragments of rces
inhabiting Austria-Hungary and haviog al-
ready their nationsl state, such ss the [tal
ians and the Jugoslavs, would simply be
joined to their parent stock. This certaialy
does not mean o large number of new siales,
A good denl the same can be said of Russia,
especially when we consider that the major-
ity of the Ukrainians, if I am well informed,
Jdesira to form a part of a federal Russian re-
public.

Undoubsedly unconsciously, but neverthe.
less very evidently, Mr. Bohn ls sctuated by
GGerman theories a3 to the necouity of large
states and large economic entities, [He for-
gets that, while we are spesking of
dence for the smaller nationalities, we are st
the same time seeking & method of interns.
tional control, as Mr. Willlam HHard so well
indicates in the last nomber of “The Metro.
politan Magazine.” Onee such a method of
internationsl control is established, snd ence
these old grievances are done awsy with,
thera will be fow cacses for war, even if wo
grant that a large number of new sisim
would be erested.

Speaking for the Czecho-Slovaks, as I think
I may at this juneturs, Mr. Bohn must sot
forget that the Czecho-Slovaks slso sesk
unity, as do the Italians, Rumanians ssd
Jugoslavs; that at the present time a branck
of this nation is oppressed by the govern-
ment of Hungary, and the other branch by
the Vienness government, The principle of
natlonality, which Mr, Bohn certainly will
not disputs, at least iu its large phates,
means not only liberty, but it means unity
as well,

A Plea for the Hapshargs
The trouble with Mr. Hohn’s position asle
Austria-Hlungury is that in the last analysis
it is & plea for the Hapsburg dynasty. g

L would be unfair to Mr. Bohn to say

intends any such thing, but this is the effet
of everything that is said on bahalf of the
preservation of Austria-Hungsry, and ‘F"f-
those cognizant of Austro-Hungarian afaint
know that the only thing that holds Amstria-
Hungnry together is the dynasty, eas

by & court camarilla and a group of the
high srmy officers, This combination has the |

purposes.
Ones vou remova the dynasty, as this waf ‘.i
probably will, Austria-Hungary !
falls to picces. The observation of Vietor Ad-
ler, who told My, Bohn that Austris-Hougary
is a political impossibility but an b :
necessity, woulid have been true st the time
of the formation of Austris-Hungary in 1526
by a free compact of the Bohemisn people
with the Hapsburg dynasty, A
gary tlien perbaps was an historiesl
in urder to meet the Turkish onslaughts. The
Turkish danger having become ationd
ago a thing of the past, Austris-H! :
loses its raison d'étre and becomes not
.iu political impossibility, but historleally use-
enn, y
I imsgine Mr. Bohn has in mind in Eerop
a group of federal states, or somethisg of
the sort. 1| eannot understand why theer

federalized Austria-Hungary would be sa

It will certainly be granted that, if f
tions we must have, we should seek I
tions of the similar and not of the
lar. The Crecho-Slovaks at present are pets
Ing independence, und mothing less will s
fafy them. Anything less will mesn contin
turmoil within the very heart of E
But 1 have little doubt that they will
to trade agreements with the future
us well_us the future Jugoslav state.
all, all sorts of allisuces ave a
fedarations, Who can tell boy
agreements would lead in the future to
ical fadecations of the Slavonie grouph
which could be built the world Teder
of the future, But all this is in the
As far g3 the smallar natlonalities are cok-
cerned, the main object at the present timé
I to remove such derelicts as ¢ -
¥ary undoubtedly has become.
CHARLES

New York, Dee. 20, 1917,

Exchanges of Slackers

To the Editor of The Tribune. -

Sir: In all fairness to loyal Americans

government has made it im "
ty

by leaving the country, Why do sob
Canadian snd British governments take s
to place in service all those who have
Mn‘. in Amﬂ“ to escape Cunsc
Every duy we read of American

In this country are Cansdians and B
who would be placed in the ranks if

ey oA
Breokiys, Dee. 19, 1017,

P T

= i



