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Recent Victoryl.

Far From Final
—Many Quar-
rels Lie Behind
Iatest Attacks

By Fred B. Pitney

LOYD GEORGE has just won the
L biggest fight of his political ca-
reer, and in winning it has eased
the minds of the Allied world at large,
for the world knows that with Lloyd
(ieorge in the saddle Britain will never
make a German peace. There will be
viectory first.

This knowledge, undoubtedly, greatly
influenced the vote in Commons and
gave such an overwhelming majority—
293 to 108, practically three to one. As
mult'h Lloyd George's opponents
hated him, they feared Asquith more,
Fven Sir Edward Carson, bitter enemy
as he it of the Premier, pleaded with
his followers to support the govern-
ment, for this was a direct contest be-
tween Lloyd George and Asquith. If
the government should be overthrown
the circumstances would compel the
country to turn again to Asquith as the
leader, and that was something the
Conservatives could not stomach, even
for the sake of getting rid of Lloyd
(George.

as

When the storm suddenly broke it
came as the climax to a long and bitter
quarrel between Lloyd George and cer-
tain politico-military leaders, supported
by the Premier’s ancient, unforgiving
and untiring enemies in the Conserva-
tive party. Instead of a politician,
however, it was an army officer of high

- standing, General F. B. Maurice, for-
merly closely associasted with Lloyd
George in the government, a quasi-
member of the Cabinet,
chosen, or who chose himself, to de-
liver the deathblow by means of the
gerious charge of untruthfulness and
deception against the Premier and his
chief counsellor, Bonar Law, Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer,

who was

Asquith seized the opportunity and
made himself the leader of the attack.
He took up the Maurice charges and de-
manded an investigation by a Parlia-
. The affair was set-
The Congervatives would not

mentary committee.
tled then.
consent to he the inatruments of put-
ting Asquith in power again. What re-
mained was for Lloyd George to pre-
sent a suitable deferce.

“The Daily Telegraph,” of London, in
commenting on the affair, said: “If it

comes to comparing fiascos, this last1

may be considered the most futile.”

But it does not follow that Lloyd
George is now to be let alone to attend
; There
may be an armistice, but there will be
no end to the feud while Lloyd George
remains in office.

to the business of making war.

Question of Politics
Not War Policy

This controversy goes back to the
almost prehistoric period of before the
war and has its roots in the deep-seated
hatred of the Conservatives for Lloyd
George, It is, in fact, leas concerned
with winning the war than with the
political animosity that even the tor-
rent of patriotic impulse has boen un-
able to quench. '

At the very beginning of the war
there were murmure heard in London
of the misfortune that the great strug,
gle should have come while a Liberal
government was in power. It was re-
called that the Boer War began under
a Conservative government, but that a
Liberal ministry had to come
power to bring it to a successful izssue,
and it was bitterly resented that a Lib-
eral Premier should onge more be at
the halm in a great imparial crisls.

Only shortly before party feeling had
run very high over the Irikh question.
It was in March, 1914, that Bir Edwaird
Carson was “King” Carson, leader of
the Ulster wooden gun revolt. Asquith
Was coming very near io the end of his
tenure of office. A general election
was approaching and there was good
reason to halieve the Conservatives
stood an excellent chanca of coming in
agein. F

Thera has hardly heen a time when
party fesling was more intense in Eng-
land. And through it all Lloyd George
was the right-hand man of Asquith.
He was the radical of radicals. He was
tne originator of old-age pensions and
nationsl insurance, the income tax was
his dearly beloved step-child and he
had bousing schemes and land schemes
that made the Conservative sofl write,
As Chincellor of the Exchequer his
budgets were the most controversial
ever introduced in the House of Com-
mons, for they provided buge sums for
all his pot ideas.

‘Then ecame the war and “the old
gang,” b Lord Northeliffe loved to

i -Il them in “The Daily Mail,” were

into
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GENERAL MAURICE ¥
His charges precipitated the latest

conflict.
&

8

perpetuated in office.
venom of a dozen years of envious
impotence had to be dammed for the
country’'s sake. Conservatives and
Liberals alike had to get behind, As-
quith te win the war.

The overflowing

Asquith, however, suffered from a
temperamental
leader.
ant old pentleman, kind hearted to a
fanlt, liberal, far-sighted,
minded; but he was
master of the art of compromise and
committed to that policy hy lifelong|
tradition and practice. Long before
the war he had been dubbed “Wait and |
See,” and theres wasz no change zlfter:
the sar came. : |

disability as a war

He was an exceedingly pleas-

broad-

essentially a|

Only a very short time elapsed be-
fore Asquith was in trouble with his |
compromiges. The newspapers pounded |
him and demanded a strong man. And |
out of the ruck came Lloyd George, |
looming constantly larger and larger.
He was the man who did thinga, H
was the man who Iaid down a pelicy |
and fought for it to the bitter end. |
He was the man who went “all out”|
for prohibition so that the working-
men would work gix days a week and |

seven, if necessary, instead of spend- |

e

ing three days drinking up the unae-
customed earnings of the other four.
He was the man who demanded a Min- |
istry of Munitions and went ahead and |
established it.

of resource and action English politi- |

He wus the one man|

cal life of any faction could point to.
Hence when Asquith fell, us he Imri|

to fall—there was no golting away

from

it—Lord George hecame Pre-
8ix months before he took office
he had been chosen hy the country Ii.ﬁ|

mier.

the man for the place. There was no |
1

second choice, It was Lloyd George
and Lloyd George only. “The little |
| Walsh solicitor” carried the hope of |
England
Labor. Personal feelings were sunk|
for the sake of a strong man at the
head of the government.

Whole Country
Well Pleased
In the beginning Lloyd George or-

ganized his government with a ma-
Jority

Conservative, Liberal and |

of Conservatives his ecol-

leagues in office.

ns
He succeeded ulso
in persuading labor to depart from
tradition and party law and accept a
place in the Cabinet, while the holes
were filled up with Liberals. The Con-
servatives were highly pleased. They
pointed out that the new Premier had |
sean and bowed to what they cnl]s\d'l
the undoubted will of the country.|
Labor felt that it had granted a great
concession and took consequent satis«?
faction in its magnanimity, The Lib- |
erals accepted the sltuation and ecop-
fined themselves to unembittered dis- |
cuasions ax to whether they or the|
Conservatives hald the more importnntl
posts

in the government, |

Mr. Asquith went back into the
House of Commons as the leader of
the opposition, taking his geat on the
front oppesition bench, and for & time
under him opposition was confinad to
occasional gentle criticism tempering
coneistent support of the government.
He was praised on all sides for his ex-
ceadingly high-minded attitude, and
everything worked with the utmost
#moothness and harmony, with the one
pud of winning the tvar,

It was not long, however, before
polities began to seothe again. Lloyd
George was accused on the one hand
of becoming more conservative than
the Conservatives, and on the other
of sceking to organize a new party
under his own leadership te continue
his rule after the war. The opposi-
tlon iin the House of Commons took
form and began to yrow into some-
thing real. The long perlod of com-

Above—Admiral Jellicoe,

Below—Ex-Premier Asquith, lead-

cr of the attack,

-

parative inaction on the Western front
helped this situation, There _ was
plenty of time and opporiunity to play
rolities, and the political pot boiled.

The peace feelers of Germany also
helped.

A powerful peace party grew up
umong  the radicals, Socialists and
and laborites led by Arthur Hender-

aon, They wanted a peace by

cilintion and arrangement,

COn=

Insisted on
Settling Matters

Lloyd George insisted on fighting it
out, and there were long controversies
over the British labor leaders meeting
German Socialists ot various Stockholm
conferences, and the Lloyd George gow-
ernment became involved in & maze of
minor discussion and political contro-
Versy.

So far it was 4 question of attacks
and obstructionist tactics by the peace
party, but to this was added the dissat-
isfaction of the “bitter-enders,” as
they were called, who were continually
aftey Lloyd George in the name of the
army. They demanded men, men, men
and more men, Man power was their
slogan, and they demanded unceasingly
that Lloyd George should get after the
“zlackers,” comb out the factories and

| workshops and get on with the war,

These were Conservatives.

Thus was created the strange aitua-
tion of Lloyd George's old friends, the
radicals, combining with his and their
ancient enemies, the hide-bound Torles,
to cause hia downfall. BStranger yet,
the one party attacked him in the name
of peace, while their partners in the
business attacked in the name of war.
They hated each other intensely, but
they both hated Lord George more,

The Premicr recognized the need for
more men for the army and preached
that need continuslly, but labor ob-
jected to all schemes for “combing out”?
and obhstructed the government in near-
ly all its moves, The povernment did
succeed in keeping up the supply of
guns and munitions, and not only keep-
ing up the supply but greatly inereas-
ing it, so that a huge reserve was cre-
ated, At thal point, however, labor
atopped,

Colonel Repington
Led Attack

The war party attack on the Premier
waa led in the press by Colonel Rep-
ington, the military eritic of *“The
Times," who never allowed the contro-
versy to lapse for n moment, but re-
turned again and again to the most bit-
ter attacks., Repington not only wrote
constantly about the man power prob-
lem, which was generally recognized
as being of pressing importance, but he
never allowed to die the contest be=
tween the “Easterners” and “Western-
era"—those who bealieved in continuing
the war in the East and thoge who held
that the conflict should be confined to
the Western front—and he wag the
mouthpiece for the army's opposition

to a unified command an the Western
front, ;
Lloyd George had inherited the

“Eastern” policy from tha Asquith gov-
ernment, but it was an inheritance
that he could not escape, The policy
was inaugurated by Winston Churchill
when he sent the Naval Reserve to
Antwerp, on an expeditiom conducted
under his own auspices and indepene

J

Above—Lord George, the storm centre.

Below—-Gen;gral Foch, whote appointment as generalissimo is a big |
factor in the opposition to the Premier.
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GEN. SIR WM. ROBERTSON
A foe to unified control and ‘side
shows.”

Above—Bonar Law.
Below — Lord  Northeliffe,
maker of reputations.

un-

[

[

| dent of the army chiefs, Having scored
| one achiovement for the civilian state-
gists, he led the movement for the
Gallipoli campaign and, with the as-
sistance of Lloyd George, succeeded in
having it undertaken.

Neither one has ever heen forgiven

| for that, but Churchill was the one|

|who had taken the chief responsibility.
| Lloyd George's part was leas conspicu-
ous, and fast following events would
have let it be forgotten had he not
adhered to the general “Eastern” pol-
icy, once inaugurated.

On the other hand, Lloyd George has
been from the beginning the leader in
England of the demand for a unified
command, He has stood for it and
fought for it when he has had to gtand
alone against the united opposition of
army chiefs, politicians and people.

Robertson Opposed
Foreign Generalissimo

Sir Willinm Robertson, chief of the
Imperial General Staff, was unalter-
ably opposed to a unified command.
He wag opposed also to the “Eastern”
pelicy, and he and Lloyd George were
in direct conflict on both these points.
Robertson, moreover, represented both
the heads and tha rank and file of the
army, They lived and breathed in
army traditions and insisted that the
British army should never go under
a foreign commander. They recog-
nized what a fine and patriotic thing it
was for President Wilson to let Amer-
ican * troops be brigaded with the
French and English under French and
English generals, and commended him
highly for it; but as soon as the BUE-
gestion was made that a foreign gen-
eral should command British troops
thay broke into violent execration.

In its final stages the controversy
between the “Easterners” and “West-
erners” was lost sight of to a large
extent in the furious quarrel over the
unified command, Lloyd George finally
won the long battle when the diree-
tion of Allied strategy was placed in
the hands of the Veraailles Counell,
It only remained then for the final
steps to be taken for the appointment
of a generalissimo. It wag & matter of
tactics, The prineiple of a single di-
rection had been concaded.

Sir William Robertson resigned as
chief of the general ataff and Colonel
Repington broks out with an artiele
in “The Morning Post” that caused
both him and the editor of “The Post”
to be fined £100 in Bow Street police
court for publishing the article after
it had been forbidden by the censor,
But the country as a whole saw the
crisis comjng on the battleflelds of
France and apparently acecapted . the
decision, though grudgingly.

sid:

The reports to which I allude may
be true or false. If false they can be
denied. They allege that Mr. Lloyd
George attempted to stampede the
Couneil of War into approval of an-
other side show and that he conspieu-
ously failed, 3econdly, that when the
rumbers of our armies and the ery-
ing need for men were stated author-
itatively to the council, he left our
Allies without hope that they would
be met and burked full discussion.
Thirdly, that he has practically elim-
inated the General gtaﬁ‘ in London
from authority on the Weaatern front,
and has deprived the field marshal
commanding {n chief of one of his
most indizpensable means of action,

I can see no good reason for inter-
fering with existing arrangements
under which Field Marshal Sir Doug-
lag Haig and General Pétain eac
commands his own troops, and all his
own troops, but, of eourse, if the
French government wish to creste a
French army of rpserve and place it
under a separate commander this is
wholly their own affair.

Pétain and Haig will, of course,
accept any political decision of their
respective governments, no matter
how silly, but I must say that I feel
the deepest pity for the general who
descends upon General Pétain with
an’g new tricks.

he Army Counszil will, T hope,
make a firm and united stand in the
interest of the army, and will make
the position perfecfly clear. Every-
body has to go ‘over the top’ socner
or later in this war, and it may be
now the Army Council’s turn,

This article was a fair statement of
the position of Lloyd George’s warlike
antagonists, put in ita bitterest terma.
It contained all the counts of the in-
hdictment against him—man power, East
and West, unified command and civilian
strategy.

Long Series
Of Attacks

Sir William Robertson’s resignation
rajsed a huge storm about the govern-
ment. It waa pointed to as the climax
of a2 campaign which began with the
Jellicoe affair. This wag a press cam-
prign against men in high office, run
by the Northeliffa papers.

As a matter of fact, Jellicoe was not
the firet to suffer. The first one was
Kitchener, who had been unmereifully
attacked by the Northeliffe press. But
he was dead and all the sins and ahort-
comings of which he might have been
guilty were forgotten or forgiven.
Asquith was the next. But he had
been driven out of office and everyhody
was glad of it. So to the public North-
cliffe’s activities began with Jellicoe,
who was still a llving popular hero,

Jellicoe’s troubles had their begin-
nings in the Jutland battle and came
to a erisis with the raids on the south-
east cosst. England aecepted ths Jut-

‘land battle-as-w British wiobouy,. but

always with a mental reservation re-
lating to Jellicoe’s late arrival with

| the battleships and the failure to cut

off and destroy the German fleet. To
this was added the growing dissatis-
faction over the ease and frequency
with which the southeast coast was
raided by German vessels.

The (German naval policy was to raid
the English coast and compel the Brit-
ish Admiralty to break up the fleet

concentration in order to protect the |!#d decided on the extension of theout, though Dresenting every appear

coast, thus opening a channel for sub-
marines and raiders and perhaps set-
ting the stage for a sartie by the Ger-
man fleet in force. Jellicoa’s policy
was to hold the fleat together in north-

In his article Colonel Repington|®rn waters, draw the blockads lines|¢ided at the most that the move was

tight and be ready at all times to meet
the German fleet in full force, leaving
the coast protection from minor raids
as a secondary problem.

Northeliffe's papers led the demund
for coast protection. Their slogan was
& more aggressive naval policy against
submarines and submarine bases, pro-
tection of the southeast coest and a
policy of action instead of a policy of
waiting for the Germans to come out
of hiding. Northeliffe owns more than
fifty publications of all kinda. They
made Sir John Jellicos their target,
and Jellicoe went, while Sir David
Beatty was apoointed in his place to
the command of the grand fleet,

Then came Robertson. Northeliffe
attacked him and Robertson went. The
people did not like it. They had neyer
liked Northeliffe, looking upon him as
the exponent of yellow journalism in
England. It soon became noticed that
in these attacks of Northeliffe on men
in office he never mada the mistake of
attacking the wrong men, and it came
to be believed that when Northeliffe

started &n outery against a man that
man was slated to go.

Premier With
Northeliffe?

From this grew the charge of collu-
slon between Northeliffe and the
ernment, It was said that he
tipped off in advance and it was
that Lloyd George was under the con-
trol of Northeliffe. But the most gen-
erally accepted explanation, atated
baldly, was that Lloyd George used
Northeliffe to prepare the public for a
change. He firat, through Northeliffe,
wrecked a reputation and threw the
man overboard.

Sir Hugh Trenchard was another ex-
ample. He wae head of the air service.
Northeliffe went after him, demanding
reforms, demanding aggressive action,

gov-
was
sald

demanding a new policy, demanding a |
Within a |

new head of the Air Board.
very short time Sir Hugh was shorn
of his reputation and replaced in tha
Air Board by Lord Rothermere—of al]
men, Lord Northcliffe’s brother. At
the same: time Northeliffe, who had
been chief of the British Mission to
America, became the head of propa.
ganda in enemy countries.

It wes & wonderful day for the
Harmsworth family, but it was heaping
up trouble for Lloyd George. Neither
of the brothers held onto his position
very long. They got out on the same
day, each giving ill health as the rea-
son, The question was immediately
asked if Northcliffe intended to turn
his batteries on Lloyd Gearge.

At thhs time Lloyd Gaorge was gath-
«ring -trouble fors himselfl. with incred-

ible magnificence of energy. The paci-
fists were baying him, while the war
dogs barked at his heels. He seemed
in open alliance with Northeliffe, -One
sought in vain for his friends. Yet he
remained perched on his eminence be- |
cause there was no one to take hia!
place, There seemed but two alterna-|
tives—Lloyd George and war to victory |
muddled throush somehow, or Asquith. |

It was the Germans who came to|
Lloyd George’s aid. They started their |
great offensive, and for the second|
time Britain had to forget politics for
national dafence. Omnce before during
the great retreat from Mons to the
Marne politics had been cast aside.
With one accord the British Empire
now  watched in breathless silence |
| while the British army fell back from
the Hindenburg line to the fringe of |
Amiens. |

Disaster Blamed on
Verzailles Council

But once a new toehold was estab-
lished there was a demand for explana-
tions that would not be denied. For
four months Germany had advertised |
her coffensive, and for weeks the Eng-l
lish papers had been filled with stories
that the only fear of the army was
that the German threat would not be
made gond. Yet the British army had-{
not only suffered a great defeat, but |
had barely escaped irreparable disaster. |
| Why was it? Who was to blama?

Plainly, the line had been too lightly
held. "Why? The drmy said the fault
| lay with the Versailles Couneil, which

| British line and ordered the move-i
| ments of the troops. The evidence

"'a\'nilub!e is that at the time the British
| line was extended south of St. Quentin
| the Versailles Council could have de-

desirable. It would have to be car-
(ried out by Sir Douglas Haig in his |
| digeretion, and the strength with which |
|the line wag held would be controlled
!entire!y by Sir Douglas Haig and the
British Genera] Staff, This seems to
Ihava been the limit of the powers of
|thcz Versailles Council at that time.
The official explanation was given by |
Lloyd George in the House of Com-|
mons on April 9. He said:

What was the position at the be-
ginning of the battle? Notwithstand-
ing the heavy casualties in 1917, the
army in France was considerably
stronger on January 1, 1918, than on
January 1, 1017.

Owing - to the growth of the
atrength of our armfes in 1917, when
this battle began the combatant
atrength of the whole of the Ger-
man army on the western front was
only approximately, though not
quite equal to, the total combatant
strength of the Allies in infantry,
They were slightly inferior in ar-
tillery,

They were inferior in cavalry,
they were considerably inferior, and
what is very important they were
undoubtedly inferior in aireraft.

According to all the facts which
have coms to hand as to the losses
of the battle, that roughly represents
the relative strength of the combat-
ants on both sides at this moment.

I will now tell the House some-
thing of the mecasures adaopted to
meet the emergency. I have already
explained what was done ahout the
French reserves. The Cabinet took'
every step (o hurry up reinforce-
ments, in order to fill up the gap in
our armies. No such large numbers
of men ever passed across the Chan-
nel in so short a time, As the emer-
gency was great, it was impossible to
allow those who were summoned to
France the usual leave to visit their
relatives. It was with the greatest
regret that we found it necessary
to caneel this permission, and noth-
ing bubt the gravity of the position
would have justified so harsh a pro-
ceeding. But the troops accepted the
positicn in a manner which is worthy
of the fortitude, courage and patriot-
ism they have shown throughout.

Reserves of
Munitions

There was an understanding that :
boys under nineteen years would be
used only in case of emergency. We
felt that the emergency had arisen
and in so far as those who were over
eighteen were concerned, thoss who
had already received six months’
training, we felt it necessary that
they should be sent to France.

There is another matter to which
I should like to refer, and it is the
suggestion that our forces have bean
dissipated on a subsidiary enterprise.
Not a single division was sent from
France to the East. With regard to
Italy, had it not heen for the fact
that there aro battalions of French
and British divisions there the Aus-
triasn arm¥ would have been free to
throw the whole of its strength on

the Western front. If there were:
not some there n the Austrian J
armywould he iy EoD=

Pacifists Join With

| World Astounded at

‘Never-Endery
and Old Conp.
servative Foeg
Against Hlm

resented than it is on the wam q

front, K ]
With regard to Saloniea, ths
thing the present government
was to reduce the forces thapy by
two divisions. In Mesopotamig thers
is only one white divizion at all, and |
in Egypt and Palestine tozither
there are only two white divisions,
and the rest are either Indiang or
mixed, with a very small Proportion
of British troops. In these di
I am referring to infantry divisions,
It is not the fact that we havg
got three British divisions in
and Palestine and one in Mesopo.
tamia that has enabled ug to hold
our own, but it is the fact that we
have had these splendid troops from.
India. Many of them wvolun
since the war and they hava
more than a mateh for thair Turkish
sd';'elrsaries on  many a strickes
field.
This time of erisiz afforded Lloyd
George his great opportunity, h
and he wae quick to take advantage of
it. In the same speech in which he
gave the explanations quoted he gp,
nounced the appointment of Gepen]
Foch as director of Allied strategy,
and this, as was to be expected, way |
quickly followed by the appointment of
Foch as generalissimo of all the Alilid
forces. b
There was another outery from Eng-
land and there was much mbh l
and some talk of betrayal. But ems
the army had to submit to the foress
events. Foch was generalissimo, U
last, after nearly four years of iy,
there was unity of command n the AL
lied front, and England accepted it

New Problems
Vex Premier

Next Lloyd George grasped the ma
power problem. The draft age wa
raised to fifty-one, and combing eﬂ‘
was promised, with no exceptions, La.
bor rose to the occasion and offered ma
objections, ,

There followed Irish conscription and
Home Rule for Ireland, Parliament
accepted Irish conscription in fact and
seemed ready to accert Home Rule ln
prineiple.

Lloyd George had battled his way
through another crisis and achieved
another triumph,

But it was not to be for long. The
Irish were immediately i1 rebellion |
against conscrintion and tefuped to
accept Home Rule offered ss a aslve |
for conscription. A series of com-
promises began. While Ireland pre-
pared for forcible resistance to the
draft, Irish conscription was delayed
to wait for Home Rule. But so far
the government has been unsbls te
agree on the provisions of a Home Ruls
bill.

These, however, arr things turned

ance of being formidable obstacles fn
the path of the government, wen
merely side issues. The great thing
the important thing, was the attitode
oi General Maurice, director of mills
tary operations in the Ministry of
War, the conneeting link between the
General Staff and Cabinet.

It was part of Maurice's doty to
receive the newspaper representatives i
from time to time and explain to them
the military situstion. On April 17,
on the heels of & visit to the front, he
gave the newspaper men an interview
which contained grave reflections on
General Foch. He said:

The British army iz playing once
more its historie role. As at ﬁhter-
00, it is being hammered while
Blicher is marching to the battle
Our feelings now are probably very
much like those in London during
Waterloo; but, provided we are
standing firm and teking the hammer-
ing, and provided Bliicher is msrch-
ing to battle, thera {s no resson to
despair. In fact, it is just the other
way: there is every cause for encour |
agement.

. It is unpleasant business, stand
ing the hammering; but the
ctuestion is: “What has become of
Bliicher?” These figures show
though the French armv {s consider
ably larger than the British army, Wt
h}{ave practfeally taken the strain
them.

!

Maurice's Question

The astonishment that s man in the
position of General Maurice ecotld
commit such an indiscretion ax to 8k
his question, “What has become of
Bliicher 7" was general. The question
was accepted as an implication that
General Foch had failed in his dulf
to the British, and the thing was mae.
worse by the announcement the ssme:
day in the official British comn‘llﬂm“_‘
that French regiments were fightitd
by the side of the British in the north*
ern part of the battlefleld. 1

Only a few days elapsed before fhe.
official announcement that
Maurice had been relieved of M
dutien at the Mifiistry of War o
assigned to active servics in Frapth
General Delma Radeliffe went to #h
Ministry of War, but General Msurith
did not go to France. He stayed i'
England and nursed his injured fed}
ings. !

Meanwhile, on April 23, Ronar ""‘;.
Parliamentary spokesman for the &%
ernment, sald in the Houss of
mons, in answer to s questicn, that
extension of the British front to ®
of St Quentin had mot been.
with by the Versailles Counell,
put the weakness of the British B
which led to the retreat and
to disaster, directly on the sh
of the British General Stafl.

General, Maurice nursed his
a few days longer and on May.
his way clear to lqmm_ %




