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captured was covered with the bodies of
their dead.
"Attacks follow one another methodi¬

cally, hut slowly, on account of the
difficult terrain and the continually
changing lines, which prevent both
sides from using their atttillery to the
full effect. The fine weather is favor-
able to aviation operations, and the
Italian airplanes continue to destroy
bridges and to direct their machine
guns at a low altitude on the enemy
roops.
"A lull thp.t probably is only monien-

tan.- continues in the mountain zone.

"At present more than forty enemy
divisions (about 650,000 men) aro en¬

gaged in thé battleline, and of those
thirty already have suffered heavily."
A semi-official note issued to-night

concerning the Austrian offensive
says:
"The Italian counter offensive is ab-

solutely superior to the enemy offen¬
sive. Yesterday, in the Montello re¬
gion and on the Tréviso-San Dona di
Piave Road and toward the Zenson
Lend, ih< Italians reduced by a good
half the ground won by the enemy in
his grand attack on the preceding day.
"Statements of prisoners and tht

number of dead counted on the field
>'ho\v that the Austrian« lost heavily
in the day's tightinc.
"The- attack on Losson was carried out

by a fresh brigade, con.posed of the
iöti) and 82d Schuetzen Corns and
special detachments. The ItalianJ
counter preparation caught the enemy]
while assembling and threw him into:
disorder. Nevertheless, his attack was

delivered, and thanks to the artillery'
support, a strong portion got a footing
on the eastern edge of Losson, but
later was enveloped by a rapid and
brisk counter attack. Eighty men wire

captured and the remainder were killed
or wounded.
"At Corteli /7.0 the check was

equally costly for the Austrian.«. Blue¬
jackets and borsagliere succeeded by a

surprise attack in breaking into the
'.bird line, sowing death and terror
amone the defenders and capturing 200
prisoners. The dash enabled the Ital-
ians to ttiden their positions."

Shattered Austrian
Divisions Cut Off
ByNew Piave Flood

(By The Associated Press)
ITALIAN HEADQUARTERS IN

NORTHERN ITALY, June 21..Fresh
rains have turned the Piave River into
a swirling yellow flood, which moves

silently but swiftly, dealing a fateful
blow to the Austrians on its western
bank, tearing up the communication
lines and preventing succor being
given the shattered divisions strug¬
gling under the steady pounding of the
Italian guns of the Duke of Aosta's
third army.
The satisfaction of the Italians over1

the present situation is matched only
by the anger of the Austrian com¬

mand.
According to prisoners the swollen

river has been the elimination of o

series of difficulties which prevented
the Austrians from making headway
either on the Montello Plateau or that
section of the country lying between
the Treviso-Mestre and the San Dona
di Piave-Mestre railway lines, where
the fighting has been hard and cruel
all the week.
The Austrians are sorely pressed at

every point and harassed on both sides
of the rtver by the Italian small guns
and also hugo pieces belonging to the
navy mounted upon floats, which move
about the waterway at will.

Austridks Expected
To Renew Attack by

Single Grand Drive
<I¡U The Associated Press)

CALÍAN HEADQUARTERS IN
NORTHERN ITALY, Thursday, June
20..It is considered only a question of
a brief time before the Austrians will
begin another offensive.

It is said that this time they prob-
ably will concentrate their efforts, in-
itead of scattering them as they did
a week ago, when they followed the
German plan of attempting to make a
big general offensive over a long line
before revealing their point of attack.

It is thought the pian was even dic¬
tated by General Ludendorff, the Ger¬
man commander, who did not realize
that the Austrians wer« too weak to
make such an attempt, lacking as they
did not only artillery, but general offi-
cers and officers of lower grade.
The reported presence of Emperor

Charles on the Italian front is consid-
ered one of the signs leading to the be-
lief that the Austrians will feel the
necessity cf renewing their attack.

Austro-Hungarians
Make Slight Gains
At Exorbitant Cost
By Arthur S. Draper

(Special Cabio to Tht. Tribune) ;
'Copyright. 1918. by Th* Tribuno Association)

LONDON, June 21..The Austrian
attack, which was stopped after the de¬
struction of all except two bridges on
1 uesday, was resumed yesterday by
drives against Montello and the Italian
positions along the Fosettn Canal. Ajlimited advance was made at both
points, but the gains are hardly justi-
lied by the cost.

However, the big point in this news
is, first, the Austrians have repaired
their bridges which were destroyed by
lire and flood; and secondly, that the
Austrian command is determined to
pursue its tactics despite the failure
of their initial efforts.
A» the Austrians still have at least

twenty-five unused divisions it i<4 too
early to consider the campaign as be¬
ing over. Fuller details of trie opera-ations since the opening of the offen¬
sive explain many points hitherto
clouded In mystery. Both the armies

-of Schcusenstcl and Archduke Joseph
almost achieved a break through in
tht. opening stages of the battle, first
by capturing Co'. Moschin, outllankingthe Italian linee, and later by makingbig uains at Montello.

fhe Austrian«' advantage in the
mountains was short-lived, and prompt
counter »Hack» restored all the im¬
portant positions but Montello. The
Situation remained extremely serious
until June. 18, when bridges to the
north and cast were destroyed, cut¬
ting off the enemy attacking forces. On
that day the Italian local rsberves came
into action and relieved the situation
by several counter attacks, which re¬gained more than half the groundwhich bad been lost on the previousday*.
The combination of broken commu¬

nications and fresh Italian reserves
proved to bo a handicap which the
Austrian» could not overcome, thoughthev fought with great determination
along the river. In contradistinction,
the demoralization of forces operating
m the mountain* forced them to yieldtheir gains much earlier. At one time
it seemed as if the Italians would drive
the enemy into the river, but byfrantic work Austrian sappers suc¬
ceeded in building new bridges, and the
bard pressed forces on the south bank
of the river, who were holding a con¬
tinuous front of eighteen miles, from
f.'Rn<J<>l to the canel, were relieved.
The latest report* show that th«

enemy's communications are again reg¬ulated and that Boroevic is trying tc
gain the initiative which he lost when
the bridges were swept away.Too high praise cannot be given th«

Italians for fighting with sucn braveryand skill. Most of the Austrian re-
| serves remain in the mountain dis- Í
tricts, ami it is possible that thev will

i return to attack in this quarter, where i
utter failure marked their first efforts.Because the internal situation inAustria is extremely grave. It is al

i most certain that the army will be
driven with the greatest desperation.It is no exaggeration to state thati Emperor Karl faces the gravest peril

of his short reign. He embarked onthe Italian adventure with the expec¬tation of duplicating the coup of lastfall, thereby relieving the political sit¬uation in the Dual Monarchy. Themasses arc weary of the war. and.driven to desperation by tho prolongedeconomic stress, they have been quickto read failure in reports of battleswhich were intended to distract theirattention and furnish a moral stimulus.Vienna, instead of being gay with

flags in celebration of the victory
on the T'iave, has become a hotbed of
unrest and revolt. A strike involvingthousands of workers has broken out,
and the streets of the city aro filled
with people protesting against the
shortage of bread and other food. Un¬
less the costly adventure against Italy
brings an early and full success Ger-
many will find Austria as troublesome
as Russia.

Heavy Cannonading
Indicates an Early

Attack on British
PARIS, June 21..Grave events are

impending' on the British front, accord¬
ing, to military experts, who see in the
intensity of the German cannonade at
various points the preliminary step of
a new German attack. It is pointed
out that, the fourth army group, under
Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria,
has had leisure for reorganization dur-
ing the three weeks since it was en-
gaged in battle and is now ready for
a new effort along the front.

It has been established that units of
Crown Prince Rupprecht's army were jengaged in the abortivo attack on
Rheims Tuesday night. This is con-jsidered proof by the "L'Homme Libre"
that the German Crown Prince's armyis tired and exhausted.

American Airmen
Wreck Bridge in
First Italian Flight

ITALIAN ARMY HEADQUARTERS,June 20..The first American rviators
to fly on the Italian front went to-day
on a bombing expedition and succeeded
in blowing two holes in a new Austrian
bridge across the Piave River.
The commander of the Italian avia¬

tion camp expressed satisfaction with
the work of the Americans.

Signor Baraccn, who was considered
Italy's premier aviator, is missing after
a battle with enemy airmen. His ma¬
chine fell inside the hostile lines after
it had caught lire during the fight. On
the day that he was brought down he
had taken the air five times to engage
enemy machines in combat.
Signor Baracca was a l'cimcr major

of cavalry. He was thirty-five years
old. He had flown more than one thou¬
sand times in chasing enemy machines,
and also had been on seventy bombing
expeditions.
ROME, June 21.."For tho first time

our airmen and those of our allies had
as their companions daring American
pilots, who, as soon as they arrived at
the front, wished to participate in the
battle," says to-day's Italian official
war statement.

Italian Troops
Win Big Victory;

Nervesa Captured
(By United Press)

LONDON, June 21..The Italians
have gained a big victory at Nervesa,
on the west bank of the Piave, and are
fighting to complete their success, it
was learned from an authoritative
source this afternoon.
The Italians have hurled the Aus¬

trians back, there, reëntering Nervesa.
They are now battling to push on to the
river, thus splitting the enemy forces
again, and beginning the first phase of
a flanking movement northward to cut
off the Austrians on Montello. An
Italian force has already divided the
enemy forças a few miles to the south¬
ward.

[Nervesa, an important railway cross¬
ing, guards the southeastern approach
to Montello crest, the keystone con¬
necting with the river and mountatinlines ]

Austria, Hunger-Mad,
Is Now Menaced
By a General Strike
(Special Dispatch to The Tribune)

| WASHINGTON, June 21..A general
strike in Austria on account of the
great distress due to the food short-
age is possible soon, necording to an
official telegram from Zurich to-day. It
-ays:
"There is no doubt that the Aus-

trian crisis has become more serious,
both politically and economically. From
a political point of view, the defeat suf-
fered on the Italian front by Hoetzen-
dorff and Boroevic is giving fresh
stimulus to the Slav nationalists who
are demanding their liberty.
"From an economic point of view,the distress caused by the food situa¬

tion is having a more and more pain¬ful effect on the masses. Since Wednes¬
day evening serious troubles have
broken out in Vienna and in the sub¬
urbs following the decrease in the
bread rations. The mob, numbering
more than 50,000, demolished several
shops and went through the streets in
a procession, demanding peace andbread.
"Sanguinary lights took place at sev¬eral points. The police interfered withdrawn swords.I "The agitations among the lowerclasses is considerable. Tho 'ArbeiterI Zeitung' published on Thursday an ap-peal to the working classes of Viennaof both sexes, inviting then» to makean energetic protest. 'One cannot,'writes the Socinlist organ, 'condemnthe population to die of starvation onaccount of tho mistakes of the govern¬ment. What can the people eat? Fivehundred grammes of potatoes, half ofwhich are rotten; 125 grammes of black

bread, 125 grammes of some other]flour, 40 grammes of grease, one egg,
190 grammes of sugar, 200 grammes of jwheat, for which one must stand in
ciueues for whole nights; a little mar-
malade, and some substitute for coffee,
That is the ration of an adult for a
whole weok. Up till now bread formed
the principal part of our food, and the
ration has been so reduced that half of
thé population cannot exist.'
"The same day a strike broke out

in several .districts. The 'Vienna Neu¬
este Nachrichten' announced that the
number of strikers already is very
considerable. A general strike will
probably be announced soon."

Italians, by Taking
Capo Sile, Regain

Control of River
Possession of the village of Capo

Sile, retaken by the Italians on
Wednesday after being held for two
days by the Austrians, means control
of the Piave River locks, by which a
stretch of 125 square miles can be
flooded or made dry land. The impor¬
tance of the town is explained in a
statement issued yesterday by the Ital¬
ian Bureau of Information in this city.
It says:

"It is not generally known in Amer¬
ica that the course- of the lower Piave
River was changed more than a cen¬
tury ago and made to flow through an
artificial channel some ten miles north¬
west of the old course. The old course
of the rivar took it through the marshy
ground north of the lagoon of Venice,
finally flowing into the Gulf of Venice.
"The creation of this new course for

the river drained approximately 125
square miles of marsh land northwest
of the lagoon of Venice, which has
been cultivated since that time. The
river was controlled by a series of
locks on the old Piave north of CapoSile, near San Dona.
"When the Austrians threatened to

reach the lagoon of Venice last autumn
the Italians opened the locks and flood-
ed the 125 square miles, driving the
Austrians back from five to ten miles
and making it impossible for them to
bombard Venice without the use of
guns of longer range than they pos¬
sessed.
"Capo Sile controls theso locks. If

that point had remained in possession
of the- Austrians they would have again
turned the Piave into the new channel
north of the drained territory, mak¬
ing it possible to advance to the lagoon
of Venice as soon as the fields had
dried out sufficiently to make trans¬
port possible.
"The floods which aro now raging in

the Piave make the possession of CapoSile of even greater importance than
it would be ordinarily. These floods,
which have carried away the bridgesand isolated large numbers of Aus¬
trian troops, ai*e an annual occurrence.
This year, however, owing to the pro¬longed winter in the Alps, the floods
are three or four weeks later than
usual."

Austrian Attack
Along the Brenta

Is Expected Soon
(By The Associated Press)

ITALIAN ARMY HEADQUARTERS,June 20..The second phase of theAustrian offensive, featured by attacksto the right and left of Valstagna,along the Brenta River and in themountains, should logically begin soon,now that the effort on the Piave hasfailed. It is folt that if the Austriansdo not renew their efforts to pene¬trate to the plains through the Brentaregion arid taking Monte- Grappa itwould be an acknowledgment 0f de¬feat And their inability to carry outthe ambitious plan launched a weekago.
The situation, however, is still re¬garded as most serious and all prep¬arations have been made to meetany new offensive.
Along the Piave the Italian posi¬tions are virtually unchanged. TheAustrians are fighting well, accordingto the Italians, but the ¡utter avt, ou*classing them. It is believed that theItalians would have driven the Aus¬trians back across the river before thisbut for the nature of the open fight¬ing, which an American on this frontsaid reminded him of the Indian com¬bats in the old days. Night fightingand bushwhacking methods are neces¬sary, although they are not favored bythe military authorities because ofthe confusion and danger of firingupon their own men, especially wherelarge bodies of troops are engagedAnother difficulty has been the simi¬larity in color betweeji the Italianand Austrian uniforms. The Austrian

losses have been extremely heavy. Al¬
though there is much sharp fighting,there are many lulls during which the
only distraction of the armies is watch¬
ing the bombing operations of the
rival aviator:?.
No fear is felt in Venice that the

.Austrians will get there. The cor¬
respondent, on visiting the city, found
an absence of excitement, and there was
no intention to leave on the part of
the inhabitants. Large stocks of band¬
ages which the American Red Cross
has had on hand in Venice for the pastfew months have proved most use¬
ful to tlu! Italian wounded. A number
of cases have been turned over to the
British Red Cross at the request of
Lord Monson, British Red Cross com¬
missioner.

Kaiser's Speech Attacked
For Its Warlike Tenor
By German Newspapers

GENEVA, June 21..Several German
newspapers openly attack the speech
made by Emperor William at German
Great Headquarters on the occasion of
his anniversary.
The "Post," of Munich, says that the

feast could have been celebrated by a
measure of clemency and humanityinstead of a speech of warlike tenor
against England, without containingwords of thanks to his own Deople.The paper concludes that the Anglo-Saxon races are powerful enough to
accept the Emperor's challenge.

Prussian Deputy Urges
Overthrow of Government
AMSTERDAM, June 21..The "Rhci-

nische Westfaelische Zeitung," of Es¬
sen, says that Herr Hofer, Independent
Socialist, in the Prussian lower house
Thursday, declared:
"Ten thousand Red Guards were

mercilessly mowed clown at Taganrog
by German troops, and then you say
we are at peace with Russia. I am per¬suaded that Russia will «Dring at our
throats when the time comes. It isbase to kill an enemy after he isblinded by poison gas. The peoplemust overthrow a government which isincapable of attaining a speedy peaceby understanding."President Lohmann reprimandedDeputy Hofer for his remarks.

Austrian Loss in Italy
Estimated at 120,000

PARIS, June 21..The Austrian
losses in their offensive on the Italian
front exceed 120,000 men, according
to a dispatch to "La Liberta" from
Rome, quoting the correspondent of
the "Corriere d'ltalia."

Semenoff, Beaten,
Retiring Into China

WASHINGTON, June 21.--General
Semenoff's force of Cossacks in Siberia
ha» been defeated by the Bolshevik
troops and is retiring into Chinese ter-I ritory, the State Department was ad-
vised to-day in a dispatch sent from
Harbin last Wednesday.
Operations by General Semenoff in

^Siberia have been watched here withparticular interest. It had been hopedthat he would be able to gain suffl-ciept successes to rally to his stand-ard the elements opposed to the Bol-sheviki and thus prevent the Soviet
government from getting control ofFar Eastern Siberia and with it theSiberian Railroad. ,Latest previous information regard-ing the general and his army at the! State Department was that they werefighting on the River Onan, some 200miles, east of Chita. Hie foçce, then; was said to number 2,000 men.
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AIMSFOR INDIGESTION

THE FIGHTING ON THE PIAVE

The map shows the gains of the Italians in their counter offensive
along the Piave River. Unofficial reports from London say an Allied
thrust on the eastern edge of the Montello, in the direction of arrow (A),
recaptured the town of Nervesa. On the lower Piave front the Italians
pressed forward along the sea coast, regaining area (2). Area (1) had
Leen recaptured previously.

The Official Statements
ROME, June 21..The statement issv.ee! by the Italian War Officeto-day says:
On the Montello yesterday the pressure of the enemy continued

strongly, but everywhere ho was held by our troops, who, counter attacking,
gained ground. Advances attempted by the enemy toward the west and
south animated the struggle, particularly east of the Casc-Ghcllcr-Bavaria
line, and in the vicinity of the Nervesa station.

The Pisa Brigade and the 29th and 30th regiments, advancing with ad¬
mirable elan, captured 400 prisoners and a number of machine guns. They
.v. rested intact from the enemy two of our batteries of medium calibre,
which were promptly put into action again against the enemy.

On the Piave the struggle was concentrated in some sectors. West of
Candelu a hostile attack was completely repulsed.

More to the south, in front of Fagare and Zenson, our counter offensive
action b^gun on the night of June 19-20 has continued irresistibly and has
taken us on to the positions which we held the day before.

The enemy suffered losses equal to his strenuous resistance. Several
hundred prisoner:; remained in our hands.

in the area vest of San Dona di Piave the enemy attempted a strong-
action against Losson (northeast of Meolo). At first h'e was arrested by
our fire. He renewed his attack four times in vain until, exhausted by the.
exceptionally heavy losses suffered, he was forced to yield in tho face of
the dauntless valor of the Sardinians, of the Sassari Brigade, the 151st
and 152d regiments, which were valiantly helped by the 11th Battalion of
the 209th Infantry, the Binsgno Brigade, and by a Bersaglieri cyclist
column.

North of Cortellazzo (at the mouth of the Piave) parties of sailors
and Bersaglieri daringly broke into the enemy's lines, capturing 200 prison¬
ers, afterward firmly holding the positions.

At Cavnzuccherina (at the pastern end of the swamp region, near the
coast) we extended our bridgehead.

The aviators, in spite of adverse atmospheric conditions, carried out
their usual activity. Enemy machines were brought down.

The valiant Major Baratta, who had won his thirty-fourth victory, did
not return the 19th instant from an heroic war flight.

Austrians Take 3,200 More Prisoners, Says Vienna
VIENNA (via London), June 21..The Austrian official communica¬

tion issued to-day says:
Yesterday the enemy continued his attacks with undiminished violence

to wrest from us the successes we won west of the Piave. His efforts again
were vain. All his assaults were broken down before the unflinching re¬
sistance of our heroic troops.

The struggle on the Carson Plateau and on the Montello increased to
especial violence. Field Marshal Zegiger'3 divisions in their hastily con¬
structed trenches destroyed waves of enemy storming troops. Everywhere
our soldiers stood their ground in tho hand-to-hand fighting.

On a front of twelve kilometres the enemy concentrated thrusting
troops amounting to eight regiments in order to shake the wail formed by
our bravo men. The tremendous consumption of their power forced the
Italians to throw reserves after reserves into the battle. Apart from their
sanguinary losses, the number of prisoners also increases daily. Thirty-
two hundred prisoners were captured on the last fighting day but one on
the Montello alone. Of these, 2,000 were taken by a cingle Hungarian in¬
fantry regiment.

The Hungarian regiments, Austrian reserves and Hungarian honveds
have added .1 new and honorable page to their glorious history as attackers
as well as defenders in hot engagements which have continued day and
night.

On the mountain front artillery duels prevailed yesterday.
French Gain at Two Points, Petain Reports

PARIS, June 21..The official communications issued by the WarOffice to-day follow:
NIGHT. -There is nothing to report from any of the battlefronts.
DAY..The French have improved their positions north of Faverolles

and in the region south of Hautvesnes. A score of prisoners remained in
the hands of the French.

The night was calm on the rest of the front.

Scottish Raid Enemy Lines on Scarpe, Says Haig
LONDON, June. 21..The British official communications issued to¬day follow:
NIGHT (West Front).-In last night's raids north of the ScarpeScottish troops penetrated German trenches, inflicting heavy casualties onthe enemy's garrison, and captured a number of prisoners. A number ofdugouts and several machine guns were blown up and destroyed.DAY (West Front).- During the night we captured a few prisoners andmachine guns, and inflicted many casualties upon the enemy in raids andpatrol encounters in Aveluy Wood, in the neighborhood of Hebuterne andBoyelles, and on both banks cf the Scarpe.
Several hostile attempts to recapture the ground gained by us yester¬day morning northwest of Merri3 were repulsed with loss to tho enemy.

Italians Fighting at Rheims, Berlin Reports
BERLIN, June 21..The War Office to-day issued the following:DAY..The enemy has kept up violent reconnoitring thrusts along thewhole of the frort. They have been repulsed everywhere.Northeast of Merris and north of Albert British partial attacks brokedown with sanguinary losses.
Local French attacks southwest of Noyon and by Americans northwestof Chateau Thierry broke down. The French and Americans suffered heavylosses, and some prtaor.ers remained in our hands.
Southwest of Rheims Italian prisoners were taken.
Large and clearly marked hospital buildings in the Valley of the Wesle,between Breuil and Montigny, which formerly were used by the French, re¬cently twice have been the objectives, of enemy air raids.
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Hilaire Belloc's View of the Battle
By Hilaire Belloc

(Special Cable to The Tribune)
(Copyright, 1918, Ijy The Tribune Association)

LONDON, June 21..-The position
on the Piave River during the course

of Thursday remained very much
what it was the day btîfore. The
only difference was in the Allies'
favor. The river was reached in two
or more places by the Italians, who
pushed back to the bank or com¬

pelled to retire over the remaining
bridges, the Austrian forces whicii
had >;<ached the southern shore.

It is also to the advantage of the
Allies that Montello hill, which is at
once an observation post and a posi¬
tion turning the entire Piave line

from the north, has been the scene of
retirement upon the part of the
enemy.
On the other hand, we must not

underrate the enemy's position on
the south or extreme left of the
Piave line, of which I wrote yester¬
day. Here west of San Dona he has
many things in his favor, including
five bridges intact behind him and. a

main double railway line from Udine
in perfect working order.
Heve he has made much the largest

passage of the river. He holds a belt
thrust forward three miles, from the
stream and following the main rail¬
way toward Mcstre. He is said to
have passed over no less than five
divisions and built a new bridge here.

Military Comment

By William L. McPherson
THE situation of the Austro-

Hungarian armies on the
west side of the Piave River

is becoming more and more precari-
ous. They are being pushed back to j
the river bank and the connections
between the various bridgehead
groups are being severed. Many of"
the pontoon bridges to the east
shore are under artillery fire, and
are also being bombed by Allied air-
men. Allied supremacy in the air is
a factor of great importance along
the Piave line. Air attacks can

greatly harass defeated armies try-
ing to recross a river barrier.
The Italians have now recovered

the greater part of the ground lost
by them early in the week on the
Montello plateau. The enemy holds
only the eastern section. He has
been unable to debouch from the
plateau in any direction. An unoffi-
cial report from London yesterday
afternoon said that the Italians had
recaptured Nervesa, on the Piave, j
at the southeastern edge of Mon¬
tello. They occupy the line of the
river north of the plateau. So a

double flank attack on the river
communications of the Austro-Hun-
gárians on the Montello heights is
easily within the range of probabili-
ties.

All the way down the river from
Nervesa the Italians have been
driving the enemy back and captur¬
ing prisoners. The Austrian offensivo
against Treviso and Venice has gone
glimmering. Its renewal is unlikely.
Reserves may be thrown in by
Roroevic in a demonstration intend-
ed to cover the retreat across the
Piave, which now seems imminent.
The Austrian venture here has been
obstinately prolonged, although the
armies of General Conrad von

Hoetzendorff, on the northern line,
quit cold after two days of punish-*
ment.

Boroevic ought to be satisfied by
this time that the Venetian plain is
thoroughly defended on the east. If
he isn't ready to concede failure, his

! logical move would seem to be to re-
new the attack from the north, be-
tween the Piave and the Brenta, or

between the Brenta and the Astico.
Fiye miles of progress south in
either of these sectors would be
worth much more to him than ten

!'jr .^fifteen miles of progress west
^gpm the Piave.

JThe size of his strategic reserve
can only be guessed at. It has been

[already drawn on, undoubtedly. And
¡his troops have shown little ardor
or staying power. Austro-Hungari-
an morale is low. And it is hardly
reasonable to suppose that Ger-
many, having declined to contrib-

j ute a "stiffening," in order to
carry through last Saturday's at-
tack, will now hurry reinforce-
ments south in order to redeem
Boroevic's failure. Berlin may send
a few scanty rations to Vienna to
stop the hunger riots. But she needs
all the troops she can scrape togeth-
er to support Ludendorffs desperate
offensives. From the German point
of view, the arena of decision is in
France. Since Caporetto, the North-
em Italy venture has been merely a
"side-show."
.The fact remains that Austria.

left to herself.has not successfully
carried through a single offensive
since the war began. The one based
on Trent.in May and June, 1916.
promised well for a time. It almost
reached the Italian plain, north of
Vicenza. Yet it collapsed almost in
s'ght of the lowlands. The Polish in-
vasion and the two Serbian inva-
sions ended in disaster. Austria-
Hungary lacks military compe-

j tency. She showed this lack
] throughout the Napoleonic wars.
She showed it at Magenta and
Solferino, and again at Sadowa.
Francis Joseph was unable to crush
the Hungarian rebellion of 1848-'49
until Russia came to his assistance.
Austrian leadership has run true to
form in this war. It takes a nation
to fight in the true modern sense of
that word. And Austria-Hungary
¡has never been a nation.

'¦ ¦.- +-.

Herman New» Bureau Denies
Rumor of Hollweg's Illness

LONDON, June 21..A Central Newe
dispatch from Copenhagen, quoting the
Wolff Bureau, the German semi-official
news agency, says that Dr. von Beth- ;
mann-Hollweg, former Imperial Ger-,
man Chancellor, is quite well. The re-
port that Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg
had suffered a stroke of apoplexy, the
agency declares, is unfounded.
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Austrian Cabinet
ForcedtoResign
OverFoodCri$k

Continued from page 1

event, the newspaper declares, raThr*communication would be cut off mjrevolution would break out.
Frost Retards Potato Crop

A dispatch to the Paris "Tern*"from Geneva says the Austrian e».ernment has decided to put Vie»;and other large cities on half the prèiont bread ration in order to améliorathe condition«« in Galicia and BoheakThese conditions are so bad. tk"Temps" quotes the Vienna "Neu«ft«Presse" as saying, that railroad »other strikes can oniy be avertedsuch a measure. The Vienna n*
paper adds that the cities, _,. ,badly off, are still in better condhVthan the country, where there is »«úally no bread.
A commercial traveller who has s,rived at Geneva direct from Vi«*to-day informed The AssociatedPr*that there are 100,000 men on strik».in the Austrian capital and that ttej.are smaller strikes in progrese jLaibach, Agram and Gratz, all ar-tion of which has been ¿topped by tj'censor.
The traveler said that anti-Gerw-feeling was growing, espedally .,:Hungary, where it wag assuming ¡revolutionary aspect. The troven*said he was convinced that eres?might be expected which would chan$the fata of the war in favor of tjsiEntente Allies.
The "Frankfurter ZeitungY' comspondent at Munich télégraphe ÛtBavaria is unable to supply Auitr;with potatoes. Frost has retarded" frnew crop and the old stocks muit \>used sparingly.
In many provinces of Hungary the*is only one-third cr one-quarter Ü¡food necessary to maintain the papélation in health, former Premier Ti»declared in a speech to the HunftrieParliament yesterday, according feiBudapest telegram, forwarded \j ftExchange Telegraph corresponded tAmsterdam.

Hungary in Dire Need
Germany must be convinced, u&the former Premier, that Hunpslpopulation was just as badly sitüíjáasi regards food supplies a:i the tS-

zens of Vienna. It would tax lc-
gary's efforts to the utmost t« W
out until the new harvest, he asenta:Further information, conf.rmifij«iports of intense resentment and «¿alt
ment in Austria over the reductionthe bread ration, is quoted from Ab-
trian newspapers by the correspondof "The Times,' 'at Thb Hague.Among the subsidiary causes of til
anger is the fact that notification ¿
the reduction was not made until no«
Monday, although it had been enforce,
from early that morning, when W
and excited protests were raiaed.
Vienna newspapers ~re quoting a B>'-

ciaiist party manifesto which deels»
that the workers and small officebolfr
ers in Austria are at their wit's itf
to maintain an existence because e-
the food situation in the monartt:
says a Central News dispatch it»
Amsterdam to-day.

In many Austrian towns, the mtt
festo declares, these classes are tire*
ened with absolute famine, while OT
ilar conditions prevail in Prague, t*
Bohemian capital, and in towns J5Galicia. The situation is declared «'

be terrible at these points, when V*
population has not seen bread or P«**
toes for weeks.
Food conditions in Gerrnanv are r

oomine; worse and there is (Treat fl>
content there owing to reduction Pjthe bread ration, according to anJ»-terview with a Hollander by the w_
respondent of "The Times" »t ffl
Hague. The Hollander haJ Vm \turned from workinsr i» thelKWlplant at Essen, which he left Wjghe could not stand the food condin»*-
Tho German people, he added, tH«;
to grumble openly lest they b« *-.*
to the front. .

Austrian exchange en Amiwnjrwhich has been declinintf ftggally daily on the Amsterdam Bow-
dropped another full point Thurt«
AU Austrian bonds are lower.

Packet Storm King Gro»*
POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y., 3\mtJ^JThe Catskill freight line *t<'».e^EKing went on the rocks m the W«ÇRiver at Mine Point, a mile or two£low Poughkeepsic, early to-day. °T

landed high on a shelf and M ¦"

sink. Ko passengers were earn*«.

New Dramatic Serig
HARVARD PLAYS

Edited, with Introduction,JjProfessor George P. Baker of tur
vard Univcraitv. Compose» *

eight one-act PÍays, In t Vofrur-
Price 91.00, net, per volume

VOL. I.

Play« of the 47 Work***
CONTENTS^-Thrcc PíU* ¡"¿Bottle, bv Rachel FMd.V* *Sr

Men Do, bv Hubert Otbortg-'TglCrooks and a Lady, by J. f- rvr
.Free Speech, by IF*«** *

Prosier.
VOL. II.

Play» of tb«
Harvard Dramatic Cl«*

CONTENTS-The FlorW gjbv Winifred Hawkrid$e~V* PS¡Account, by Howard Ä1«^.Hescue, bv Rita Cretyhton 5»*^America Pusses By, by AiM^
A ndrew*.
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