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captured was covered with the bodies of
their dead. .
“Attacks follow ane another methodi-
call¥, but slowly, on sccount of the

difficult terrain and the continually
changing lnes, which prevent both
cides from using their agillery to tho
fill effect. The fine wealher is tavor-
able to aviation operationg, and the
ltalian airplanes continue to destroy

Lridges and te direct their maching
gung at a low altitude on the enemy
IreOpE. . - -
“A Jull that probably is only momen-
tary continues in the mountiain zone,
“At present more thap ferty cnemy
divisions (sbout BHOOOH men) are on-
gaged in the battleline, and of these
thirty already have suffurcd heavily.

A ‘semi-official note issucd to-night
eoncerning the  Austrian  offensive
BHVE: I N

The [talian counter offensive is ab-
splutely supertor to the enemy offen-

jve.  Yosterday, in thy Montello Te-

gion and on the Trevise-San Dona il
Piave Road snd toward the Zenson
Liend, the Italians reduced by a goad

Jialf the ground won by the enemy in
fis grand attack on the preceding day,
aStatemonts of prisoners and  tht
number of dead counted on the field |
chow that the Austrians lost heavily
in the dav's fighting.
“The attack on Losson was eavricd out |

by & fresh hrigade, composcd of the |
1bth and 82d Schuetzen Corns and |
cpocial  detachments, The itaiiung

counter preparation ¢ayght the cnemy |
while assembling and threw him into|
disarder, Nevertheless, his attuck was
delivered, and thanke to the artillery
supnort, a strang portion got a footing
 ihe eastern edge of Losson, but
later was enveloped Ly a rapid and
hrisk counter attack, Fighty men were
captured and the remaindesr were killed
ar wounded.

YAL  Cortelnzzo  the check was
equally costly for the Austrians. Blue-
jnckets and hersagliere succecded by a
surprise attuck in bresking into tne
third line, rowing death and terror
among the defenders and enpturing 200
prisoners. The dash enabled the Ttal-
inng to widen their positions.

Shattered Austrian
Divisions Cut Off

along the Piave River,
thrust on the eastern edge of the Montello, in the direction of arrow (A),
recaptured the town of Nervesa.
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The map shows the gains of the Italians in their counter offensive
Unofficial reports from London say an Allied

On the lower Piave front the Italians

B New Piave FlOOd: pressed forward along the sea coast, regaining avea (2). Area (1) had
y '

| been recaptured previously,

{Ry Tha Associnted Press)

ITALIAN HEADQUARTERS  IN
NORTHERN ITALY, June 21, Iresh
rains have turned the Piave River into
a swirling wollow fload, which moves
silently but swiftly, dealing a fateful
blow to the Austrians on its western
bank, tearing up the communication
lines nnd preventing succolr
given the shattered divisions strug-
e under the steady pounding of lh.!‘ |
Italian guns of the Duke of Aosta's
third army, _

The satisfaction of the Italinns over |
the present situation is n!ntql‘.ed only |
by the anger of the Austrian com-
mand,

According to prisoners the swollen
river has been the elimination of a |
~eries of difficnltics which prevented
the Austrians from making headway
wither on the Montello Plateau or that
segtion of the country lying between
tlie Treviso-Mestre and the San Dona |
di Piave-Mestre railway lines, where |
the fighting has been hard and cruel
all the wesl.

The Austrians are sorely pressed at
pvery point nnd harassed on both sides
af the rwver by the Ttalisn small guns
and also huga pieces belonging to the
nuyy mounted upon floats, which move
whout thoe waterway at will,

Austridns Expected
To Rénew Attack by |
Single Grand Drive

thy The Associated FPress) |

ITALIAN HEADQUARTERS 1N
NORTHERN JTALY, Thursday, June |
It iz considered only a queation of |
4 brief time before the Austrians will |
hogin another offensive, |

1t is said that this time they prob-
shiv will coneentrate their efforts, in-
stead of deattering them as they did
a week ago, when they followed the
German plan of attempting to make a
hig weneral offensive over a long line |
Lefore vevealing their point of attack.

It iz thoughlt the pian was even die-
tated by General Ludendorff, the Ger-
man commander, who did not realize |
that the Aurtrians were too weak to |
make such an attempt, lacking as they |
did not only ertillery, hut general offi- |
cers and ofiicers of lower grade,

The reported presence of Emperor |
Charles on the Italian front is consid- |
ered one of the signs lending to the he- |
lief that the Austrians will feel the |
necessity ef renewing their attack,

Austro-Hungarians
Make Slight Gains |
At Exorbitant Cost|
By Arthur S, Draper |

tSpocial Cable ta The Tribune) i
Copyright, 1818, by The Tribune Association) |
LONDON, June 21.—The Austrian|
attack, which was stopped after the de-

struetion of all except two bridges on
Tuesday, was resumed yesterday by
drives against Montello and the Italian
positions along the Fosetta Canal. Al
limited advance was wmade at both
points, but the gains are harvdly justi-
fied by the coet.

However, the big peint in this news
ie, first, the Austrians have repaired
their bridges which were destroyed by
fire and flopd; und secondly, that the
Austrian command is determined to
pursue its tactics deapite the failure |
of their initial efforts.

As the Austrians still have at least
twenty-five unused divisions it is too
carly to consider the campaign as be-
ing over. Fuller details of the opera-
ations sinee the opening of the offen-
sive explain  many points hitherto
clouded in mystery, Both the armies |
-of Scheusenntal and Archduke Joreph |
almost achieved a break through in|
the opening stages of the battle, first
by capturing Co! Moachin, eutflanking |
the Italisn linee, and loter by mnl-iing|
big gains at Montello.

Phe  Austrians' advantage in  the
mountaing was ghort-lived, and prompt
counter sttacks restored all the im-
portant positions but Montello. The |
situntion remained extremely serious |
until Juna 18, when bridges to the |
north and east were destroyed, cut- |
ting off the enemy attacking forcgs. On |
that day the Italian local reserves came
into action and relieved the situation
by several counter attacks, which re-
gained more thun half the ground
:I'hich haud been lost on the previous

ays.

_The combination of broken commu-
nieations and fresh Itullan ressrves|
proved to be a handicap which the
Austyians could not overcome, though
thev fought with at determination
m]‘mgr the river. In contradistinction,
the emoralization of forces operating
in the mountains forced them to yigld |
their guins much ecarlier, At one time |
it seemed us if the Italians would drive |
the enemy into the river, but by|
frantic work Austrian sappers suc-
ceeded In building new bridges, und the
hard pressed forces on the south bank
of the river, who were holding a con-
tinuous front of eighteen milas, frorn|
Candel to the canel, were relieved.

The
_enemy's communications are again reg-
ulated and that Borpevic ia trying to
gain the initiative which he lost when

lutest reportds show that the |

The Official Sta_tem;;ts

ROME, June 21.—The statement issued by the Italian War Office

being | to-day seys:

On the Montello yesterday the préssure of the enemy continued
sirengly, but everywhere he was held by our troops, who, counter attacking,
wained ground. Advances attempied by the enemy toward the west and
svulith animated the strupgle, particularly east of the Cnse-Gheller-Bavaria
line, and in the vieinity of the Nervesa station, {

The Pisa Brigade and the 20th and 50th regiments, advancing with ad-
tiirable elan, captured 400 prisoners and a number of machine guns, They
wrested intact from the enemy two of our batteries of medium calibre,
waieh were promuptly pnt into action again against the cnemy.

On the Piave the struggle was concentrated in some sectors,
C'andelu a hostile attack was eompletely repulsed,

More to the south, in front of Fagare and Zenszon, our counter offensive
action begun on the night of June 19-20 has continued irresistibly and has
taken us on ta the puzitions which we held the day before.

The enemy suffered losses cqual to his strenuous resistance.
anared prisoners remainsd in our hands.

In the area west of San Dona di Piave the enemy attempted a strong
aetion against Lossen (northeast of Meolo), At first lie was arrested by
our fire. Heo rencwed his pttaek four times in vain until, exhausted by the
exceptionally heavy losses auffered. he was foreed to vield in tha face of
the dnuntless valor of the Sardinians, of the Sassari Brigade, the 151st
and 152d regiments, which were valiantly helped by the 11th Battalion of
the 200th Infaniry, the Biasgno Brigade, and by a Bersaglieri eyelist
eolum,

North of Cortellazzo (at the mouth of the Piave) parties of railors
and Bersaglieri daringly broke irte the enemy's lines, capturing 200 prison-
ers, afterward firmly holding the positions.

At Cavnzuccherina fat the esastern end of {he swamp vegion, near the
coast) we extended our bridegchead,

The nviators, in spite of adverse atmospheric conditions, carried out
their usual activity, Enemy machines were brought down,

The valiant Major Baratts, who had won his thirty-fourth victory, did
not return the 19th instant from an heroic war flight,

West of

Several
1

' Austrians Take 3,200 More Prisoners, Says Vienna

VIENNA (via London), June 21.—The Austrian official communica-

tion issued to-day says:

Yesterday the enemy continued his attacks with undiminished violence
to wrest from us the sucecesses we won west of the Piave. His efforts agnin
were vain. All his asseults were broken down before the unflinching re-
siagtance of our hereic troops.

The struggle on the Carscn Plateau and on the Montello inereased to
especial violence. Field Marshal Zegiger's divisions in their hastily con-
structed trenches destroyed waves of enemy storming troops. Everywhere
our soldiers stood their ground in the hand-to-hand fighting.

On a front of twelve kilometres the enemy eoncentrated thrusting
traoops amounting to eight regiments in order to shake the wall formed by
our brave men. The tremendous consumption of their power forced the
Italians to throw reserves after reserves into the battle. Apart from {heir
sanguinary losseg, the number of prisoners also increases daily. Thirty-
two hundred priseners werc captured on the last fighting day but one on
the Montello alone. Of these, 2,000 were taken by a single Hungarian in-
Tantry regiment.

The Hungearinn regiments, Austrian reserves and Hungarian honveds
have added a new and honorable page to their glorious hietory as nttackers
as well as idefenders in hot engagements which have continued day and
night.

On the mountain front artillery duels prevailed yesterday,

French Gain at Two Points, Petain Reports

PARIS, June 21.—The official communications issued by the ]1’3-:--

Office to-day follow:
NIGHT.—There is nothing to report from any of the battlefronts,
DAY.—The French have improyed their positions north of Faverolles
and in the region south of Haulvesnes. A score of prisoners remained in
the hands of the French. .
The night was ecalm on the rest of the front.

Scottish Raid Enemy Lines on Scarpe, Says Haig

LONDON, June 21.—The British official communications isaued to-
day follow :

NIGHT (West Front).—In last night's raids north of the Searpe
Scottish troops penetrated German trenches, inflicting heavy casualties on
the enemy’s garrison, and captured a number of prisoners. A number of
dugouts and several machine guns were blown up and destroyed.

DAY (West Front).—During the night we captured g few prisoners and
machine guns, and inflicted many cusualties upon the enemy in raids and
patrol cncounters in Aveluy Wood, in the neighborhood of Hebuterne and
Boyelles, and on both banks cf the Searpe.

Several hostile attempts to recaplure the ground gained by us yecter-
day morning northwest of Merris were repulsed with loss to the enemy.

Italians Fighting at Rheims, Berlin Reports

BERLIN, June 21.—The War Office to-day issued the following :
DAY.—The enemy has kept up violent reconnoitring thrusts elong the
whole of the front. They have been repulged everywhere,
Northeast of Merris and north of Albert British partial attacks broke
down with sanguinary losscs,
Local French attacks southwest of Noyon and by Americans northwest
of Chitenu Thierry broke down. The French and Americans suffered heavy
losnes, and some prizoners remained in our hands.
Southwest of Rheims Italian prisoners were taken.
Large end clearly marked hospital buildings in the Valley of the Wesle
between Breuil and Montigny, which formerly were used by the French, t‘a:

cently twice have been the objectives of enomy air raids,
il

The Great

Italians for fighting with such bravery
and skill, ost of the Austrian re-
serves ramain in the mountain dis-
trstctn. and it iikr;usihbile that thev will .Lt.
return to attack in this quarter, where | uation In ‘the
utter failure marked thelllr first efforts. ! mugses are w“r‘;‘f]ufmgﬁzrwi t’trm-le
Because the internal situation in ! driven to desperation by the prolonges
Austria ia extremely greve, it is al economic stress, they have bean quick
most certain that the army will be to read failura in reports of battles
driven with the greatest desperation, , which were intended to distraet their

of his short reign.

thf[ m‘“tmd ndlnmiu" \
ation of duplicating the eoup of
fall, thereby reliuvhfx the ;olﬂlgal

He embarked on

ast

the bridges were swapt awsy.
Too hf:h praise cn:not bayglven. the

o

It is no exaggeration to state that|attention and furni t
Emperor Karl fuces t!-_m gravest peri Viennn, instead %t}‘hz:?:[:n;m:vﬂt

with the expee-
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flaga in  celebration of the \'i.l'."lﬁl"}"!
| on the Plave, has hecome a hotlied of |
tunrest and revolt, A strilie involving
thousands of workers has hroken out,
and the streets of the cily wre Nlled |
with people protesting against the !
slortage of bread and other food, Un-
| less the costly adventure against Italy
| brings an early and full success Ger- |
| many will find Austria as troublesome |
| 28 Rusaia, |

| Heavy Cannonading
| Indicates an Early |
Attack on British

| PARIS, June 21, Grave events nre
limpending on the British front, accord- |
ing to military experts, who see in the |
tintensity of the German eannonade nt |
vurious points the preliminary step of
A new German atimck, It s pointed
out that the fourth nrmy group, under |
Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavarin.'
has had leisure for reorganization dur- |
ing the three weoks since it was en- |
| waged in battle and is now ready for|
| new effort along the front. |
i It has been established that units nfl
Crown Prinee Rupprecht's army were
| engaged in the abortive sttack on |
Rheims Tucsday night, This is con- |
| 8ldered prodof by the “L'Tomme Libre” |
that the German Crown Prinee's army |
| ig tired and exhausted.

\ American Airmen

| Wreck Bridge in
| First Italian Flight

ITALTAN ARMY  HEADQUARTERS,
June 20.-—The first American gviators
to fly on the Italian front wont to-day
on a bombing expedition and succeeded
in blowing two holes in a new Austrian
Liridge across the Piave River.

. The commander of the Italian avia-
tion eamp chrensod satisfaction with
the work of the Americans,

Signor Baracen, who was considered
ialy’s premier aviator, is niissing after
o battle with enemy airmen. ITls ma-
chine fell inside the hostile lines after
it had eaught fire during the fight, On
the day that he was brought dewn he
had lufi’en the air five times to engage
enemy machines in combat,

Signor Baracea wus s fermer major
of cavalry, He was thirty-five years
old, He had flown more than one thou-
sund times in ehasing enemy machines,
and also had been on seventy bombing
expeditions.

ROME, June 21,—"Far tho first tine |
| our airmen and those of our allies had |
| a5 their companions daring American |
pilots, who, as =soon as they arrived at!
the front, wished to particﬂn:te in the |
battle,” says to-day's Italian official |
| war statement.

\Italian Troops
.~ Win Big Victory;
Nervesa Captured

{By Uitited Presa)

| LONDOQN, June 21.—The Italiana
I'have grined a big vietory at Nervesa,
| on the west bank of the Piave, and are!
| fighting to complete their success, it)
was learned from an authorvitative!
| source this afterncen,

| The Italianz have hurled the Aus-
| triahs Dback there, reéntering NMervesa,
| They are now battling to push en to the
river, thus splitting the enemy forces
Lgain, and beginning the first phase of
# flanking movement northward to cut
off the Austriauns on Montello, An
Itulian force has already divided the
| enen;y forces a few miles to the south-
ward,

. [Nervesa,an important railway cross-

ing, gunrds the southeastern approach
to Montello crest, the kevstone con-
1|1't\cl.m1p: with the river and mountatin
ines

| Austria, Hunger-Mad,
Is Now Menaced
By a General Strike

{ Special DHepaich to The Tribune)
| \\’ASHING:TON. June 21.—A ganeral
| strike in Austria on account of the
igrent distress due to the food short-
| age is possible soon, aecording to ap
! official telegram from Zurich to-day, It
| ays;

“There is no doubt that the Auys-
| trian erizis has become more serious,
i both politically and economically. From
& political point of view, the defeat suf-
i fered an the Itallan front by Hoetzen-
| dorff and Boroevic ia giving fresh
atimulus to the Slav nationalists who
are demanding their lberty.

“From an cconomlc peint of view,
the distress caused by the food situa-
tion is having a more and more pain-
ful effect on the masses. Since W’ednaa.
day cvening serious troubles have
broken out in Viennu asnd in the sub-
urbs following the decrease in the
bread rations, The mab, numbering
more than 50,000, demolighed several
shops and went through the streets in
& procession, demanding peace and
bread. p

“Sanguinary fights took place at Eev-

eral paointe. The police interfered with
drawn swords,

]"Tho inailaticans ‘?monT
classes is considerable. he 'Arbei
Zeitung’ Euhhshed on Thursda nnI:;l.-
peal to the working clusses oFViunm
of both sexes, “inviting them to make
nn_energetic protest, ‘One eannot'
writes the Socialist organ, ‘aundem:‘-:
the population to die of gtarvation on
account of the mistukes of the gOvern-
ment. What can the people eat? Five
hundred grammes of potatoes, half of
which are rotten; 125 grammes of black

2 the lower

| whole week., Up till now bread formed | Austriansy

! artificial channel some ten miles north-

Hilaire Belloc’s View of the Battle

By Hilaire Belloc
{Specinl Cable to The Tribune)
{Copsright, 1H18, Ly The Tribune Assoctaliog) enemy.
LONDON, June 21.—The pozition|, On the other hanq, wa must not
on the Piave River during the course :lllhlerra'!t; the Eniem)i’ﬂ lpfi’_:'lti'}n t‘:’;
- na south oOr exiremc lel Lo t
GESPRIpRALY cemiiei bty inush | Piave line, of which I wrote yester-
what it was the day before. The |,y Jere west of San Dona he has
only difference was in the Ames’.many things in his favor, including
favor. The river was reached in two | five hridges intact behind him and a
or more places by the Italians, who | nain double railway line from Udine
pushed back to the bank or com-|in perfect working order.
pelled to rvetire over the remaining! Herve he has made much the largest.
bridges. the Austrian forces which passage of the river. He holds a belt
had r<ached the southern shors. thrust forward three miles from the
It is also to the advantage of the | stream and following the main rail-
Allies that Montello hill, which is at | way toward Mestre. He is said to
once an observation post and a posi- | have passed over no less than five
tion turning the entive Piave line|divisions and built a new bridge here.

| from the north, has been the scene of
retivement upon the part of the

bread, 1256 grammes of some other|ln
flour, 40 prammes of grease, one egg,!
180 grammes of sugar,
wheat, for which
queues for whoele nl%hts; a little mar-| ing the hombing operations of
mulade, and some substitute for coffee. | rival aviators.

That is the ration of an adult for a|

sses have been extremely heavy, Al-
though thera is much sharp fighting,
200 grammes of | there ure many 1uils during which the

the

No fear is felt in Venice that the
e will get there, - The eoi-
the principal purt of our food, and the | respondent, on visziting the city, found
ration has been so veduced that half of | an absence of excitement, and there was
the population cannot exist. | np intention {o leave on the part of
“The same day a strilie broke out|the inhabitants, Large stocks of band-
in several districts, The "Vienna Neu-| ages which the American
este Nachrichien' announced that the!
number of strikers alveady is wvery
considerable. A pgeneral strike will
probably beé announced spon.”

few months have proved most use-
ful to the ltalinn wounded. A number

British Red Cross at the request of
! Lord Monson, British Red Cress com-
missioner,

Kaiser’'s Speech Attacked
For Its Warlike Tenor
By German Newspapers

Italians, by Taking
Capo Sile, Regain
Control of River!

Possession of the village of Capo!

Bile, retaken by the Italians on|
Wedneaduﬂ after being held for two| GENEVA, June 21.--Several German
days by the Austrians, means control

of the Piaxe River locks, by which a o oPtpers openly attack the speech

streteh of 125 square miles can he ™

flooded or made dry land. The impor- Great Headquarters on the occasion of

fance of tihc town 1;5 gxnl?mcil iln Ialhis anniversary,

atatement issued yesterday by the [tal- i » : :

1};n Buresu of Information in this eity. ! i’efa]i].ecug?jthugz %I:a‘;lm?t;l:?)i;t:!dmlt);h:
BaySy . ; 1 meastire of clemency and humanit
It is not generally known in Amer- instead of a speech of warlike tencrlit

ica that the course of the lower Piave v i
River was changed more than s cen- HKE‘I?Eﬁ EEr;ﬁlm‘if' tw{l.hput Contmaing
tury ago and made 16 flow throush an SPTes o anks to his own people.

Hsaxon races are powerful enough t6

west of the old course. The old course accept the Emparor's challenge,

of the rivar took it through the marshy |
ground norih of the lagoon of Venice,
finally flowing into the Gulf of Veénice. |

“The ereation of this new course for |
the tiver drained approximstul{ 125 |
sguare miles of marsh land nort 1west |
of the lagoon of Venice, which has| AMSTERDAM, June 21.—The ‘Rhei-
been cultlvated sinee that time. The  nische Westlaclische Zeitung,” of Es-
river was controlled by a series of|
locks on the old Piave north of Capo
Sile, near San Dons,

“When the Austrians threatened to
reach the lagoon of Venice last autumn
the Italians opened the loeks and Nood-
ed the 125 square miles, driving the
Austrians back from five to ten miles
and making it impossible for them to
bombard Veniece without the use of
guns of lopger yange than they pos-
sessed,

“Capo Sila controls these locks. If
that point had remained in possession
of the Austrians they would have again
turned the Piave into the new channel
north of the drained territory, mak-
ing it possible to advanca te the lagoon
of Venice as soon s# the flelds had
dried out sufficiently to make trans-
port possible,

“"The floods which are now raging in
the Pinve make the posgession of Capo
Sile of even greater importance than |
it would be ordinarily., These floods, |
which have carried away the hridges|

Prussian Deputy Urges
Qverthrow of Government

Soeinlist, in the Prussian lower houge
Thursday, doclared:

“Ten thousand Red Guards

we are at peace with Russia. T am per-
suaded that Russia will spring at our
throats when the time comes,
base to kill an enemy after
blinded by poisen gas.
must overthrow # government which is
incapable of attaining a speedy peage
by understanding.”

President  Lohmann

Leputy Hofer for his remarks.

Austrian Loss in Italy

Estimated at 120,000

PARIS, June 21.—The Austrian
losses in their offensive on the Italian

:n_d i:olated large numb?rn of Aus-|front exceed 120,000 men, according
rian troops, are an gnnual oceurrence, | (o dis " : "
This year, however, owing to the pro- 2 patch to “La Liberta” from

longed winter in the Alps, the floods | FOMe: quoting the corresponden
are It.hmna or four weeks later than |the “Corriere d'ltalia.”
usugl.” |

t of

'Semenoff, Beaten,

Austrian Attack o .
Along the Brenta Retiring Into China

Is Expected Soon| wasuaron,
(By The Angociated Press) { Semenofi’s force of Cossacks in Siberia
ITALIAN ARMY HEADQUARTERS, | has bgen defeated by the Bolsheyik

June 20,—The second phase of ¢ i i

Austrian offensive, featured by attaclil: { troops and is retiring into Chinese ter-

to the right and left of Valstagna, | t0¥: the State Department was ad-

:ion'gt the %mnl'&al Riwf} and in  the ;':Iﬂﬂd to-day in a dispateh pent from
ountaing, shou ogleally b Tarbi g

now that the effort “;n tl‘:a %inannho:‘;l i AR Rancaiy.

June 21, —General

av: Operations by G 1 8 i
failed. It is folt that if the A i Uperations by General Semenoff in
de mnot ranew their errm-t.: tﬂ";é‘,‘,’;ﬁ eSiberia have heen watched here with

{ Particular interest. Tt had been hopéd

trate to the plains t I
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! By William L. McPherson

HE situation of the Austro-
l I Hungarian armies on the
west side of the Piave River
is becoming more and more precari-
| ous, They are being pushed back to
| the river bank and the connections
between the wvarious bridgehead
{ groups are being severed. Many of
the pontoon bridges to the east
| shore are under artillery fire, and
| are also being bombed by Allied air-
men. Allied supremacy in the air is
a factor of great importance along
the Piave line.
| greatly harass defeated armies try-
ing to recross a river barrier.
' The Italians have now recovered
| the greater part of the ground lost
| by them early in the week on the
| Montello plateau. The enemy holds
| only the eastern section. He has
been unable to debouch from the
| plateau in any: direction. An unoffi-
icial report from London yesterday
afternoon said that the Italians had
recaptured Nervesa, on the Piave,
| at the southeastern edge of Mon-
tello. They occupy the line of the
' river north of the plateau.
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So a|

iduuble flank attack on the river |

. communications of the Austro-Hun-
| garians on the Montello heights is
| eagily within the range of probabili-

I'ties.
‘| ATl the way down the river from
| Nervesa the Italians have been
| driving the enemy back and eaptur-
ing prisoners. The Austrian offensive
| against Treviso and Venice has gone
glimmering. Its renewal is unlikely.
Reserves may be thrown in by
Boroevic in a demonstration intend-
[ed to cover the retreat across the
| Piave, which now seems imminent.
The Austrian venture here has been
obstinately prolonged, although the
of General Conrad von

| armies
|

'hquit cold after two days of punish-
| thent.

Boroevic ought to be patisfied by
thig time that the Venetian plain is
{ thoroughly defended on the east. If
i he isn't ready to concede failure, his
i'logi_cal move would seem to be to re-
| Tew the attack from the north, be-
tween the Piave and the Brenta,
Detween the Brenta and the Astico.
Fiye miles of progress south
either of these sectors would be
woxth muech more to him than ten
qr 4fifteen miles of progress west

m the Piave.

_The size of his strategic reserve
_cgn only be guessed at. It has heen
Falreadv drawn on, undoubtsediy. And
[his troops have shown little ardor

an morale is low.

fute a “stiffening,”

carry through last Saturday's at-
tack, will
ments south in order to redeem
| Boroevic's failure. Berlin may send
a few scanty rations to Vienna to
stop the hunger riots. But she needs
all the troops she can scrape togeth-
er to support Ludendorff’s desperate
i'offensives, From the German point
‘of view. the arena of decision is in
Franece. Since Caporetto, the North-
ern Italy venture has been merely a
“side-show.”
| .The fact remains that Austria—
| lﬁ‘ft
carried through a single offensive
pince the war began. The one based

| Vicenza. Yet it collapsed almost in
| s'ght of the lowlands. The Polish in-

llt ‘;si vasion and the two Serbian inva-
18 -ig
The' people|

sions &nded in disaster. Austria-
" Hungary lacks military compe-
i tency. She showed this lack
throughout the Napoleonic wars.
8he showed it at Magenta and
| Bolferino,

| Francis Joseph was unable to crush

the Hungarjan rebellion of 1848-'49  All

| until Russia came to his agaistance.
| Austrian leadership has run true to

form in this war. It takes a nation
' to fight in the true modern sense of
| that word. And Austrie-Hungary
! has never been a nation.

| 3erman News Bureau Denies

LONDON, June 21.—A Central News
dispatch from Copenhagen, quoting the
Wolff Buresn, the Garman semi-official
news agency, says that Dr. von Beth-

m““_chanwf : iorma{rulm ?rin’l‘h Ger-
| mi ; ell. re-
$hvt thes D won qﬁetht:;nn-ﬂ’uﬁwag

'Eb“ that Dr. von
| had suffered n stroke of apoplexy, the
agency declares, is unfounded.
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Frost Retards Potato Crop
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The Catskill freight line steamer®
King went on the rocks in the
River at Mine Point, a mile or twe
low Poughkeepgie, ecarly to-day.
landed high on a shelf and
sink, No passengers were
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the fate of the war in favor of &4
Entente Allies,

supply Anstf
Id stocks mugh
3

In many provinces of Hunga '
food necessary to maintain the
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declared in & speech to the Hung
Parlinment vesterday, secordin
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Further information, econfirmis
orts of intense resentment and i
the bread ration, is quoted from .
iTian newepapers oy the corrospo
of “The Times,’ 'at Thy Hsgue,
Among the subsidiary causes of 84
anger is the fact that notifieation
the reductinn was not made until no
Monday, although il had been enfomel
from early that morning, when
and excited protests were ra :
Vienna newspapers rre quoting a8
¢ialist party manifesto which declah
hat the workers and small offi
ers in Austria are at their wit's &
to maintain an existence because ]
the food situation in ths mons
says 8 Central News dispatch
Amsterdam to-day.
In many Austrian towns, the

ened with absolute famine, wh Fi
ilar conditions prevail in Prague,
Bohemian capital, and in towns

Galicia. The gituntion is declared !
be terrible at thesa points, whers
population has not seen bread or pi
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Tood conditions in Germany sre
coming worse and there is grest
content there owing to redugtion ¥
the bread ration, according to an
terview with s Hollander by the
respondent of “The Times" st
Hague. The Hollunder had just
turncd from working in the K
plant at Easen, which he left b
he could not stand the food cond
The German people, he ndded, f
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to the fromt.

Austrian exchange on J\wm‘l'i"
ally daily on the Amsterdam
dropped another full point Thar
ustrian bonds are lower.
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