NEW

YORK

TRIBUNE,

THURSDAY, AUGUST

1,

1, 1918

opened five. Two enemy companies
were virtually annihilated.

The Americans used machine
gins, riftes and pistols and em-
ploved botli the bayonet and the
vifle butt with great effectiveness.
The fighting in the streets was sav-
dgre, but of comparatively brief du-
ration. Then the Americans await-
vil the coming of other Germans,
but they came not. So French and
\mericans together moved beyond
the village.

Killed by Own Shells

When the (ermans learned that!

the Americans in Seringes were win-
ning they used their artillery, and
there 15 unquestionable evidence
that nummerous Germans were killed
bv German shells.

Some prisoners declared the or-

ders were to hold on at all costs.
Among the prisoners were men at-
tached the Oth Foot Guards from
Torraine and others who had been
on leave in Germany, who said that
the German people were thoroughly
tired of the war and did not care
whe governed, go long as the war
came to an end.

The (Germuns are now using high
explosive shelly simultaneously with
was shells, The high explosives are

designed to drown the “pop"” of the

gas projectiles, which the Allies have
learned to  distinguish from the
others. The percentage of gus cus-
ualties is low as a result of 1he dis-
covery of the German trick, hecause |
the Allies generally anticgpate at-
tacks with gas,

(Noon)—Efforts made by the|
Germans to  advance their lines
against the Americans on this
front last night and thiz forenoon |
were fruitless, The Americans were |
content to hold their positions along |
their slightly advanced line for the |
time. The German line, however, 15 |
reported gradually giving way both |
to the right and Jeft. |

There was hard fizhting through- |
uut the night, but no t‘onuentrateri!
attack in foree by either side.

Bath hich explosive and «as shellsi
were sprayed by the Germans uveri
a wide arca. |

1
[

. 4]
The air forces on both sides were | y

busy thiz morning. One of the
American observers was attacked by

and returned to his base.

Much Ammunition
Was Left Behind by
Retreating Germans

Allied guins durine the past twenty-
four hours may seem small, some of |

them had been oxeredingly “iﬂ“iﬁ"”n"| G
telegruphs  Reater's corrsspondent at|ing renown, fighting at one of the most

i inpertant poirts on the line, although
ad  previously experienced

the Amériean front in France,  The

chief featurc of the recent fighting, | ii b p
he says. is the French advance from | trerich raids and gas attacks.
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AMERICAN DIVISIONS ON THE OURCQ
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As revealed yesterday by General Peyton €, March, two American divisions are in action on Lhe
Oureq River front. as indicated on the map.

The shaded avex on the Key map indicates the general region of the American positions
Aisne-Marne salient, the total Allied gains since July 18 being shown in solid black.

The Official St

mericans have fought in every slage
the battle,” writes “The
correspondent with the Ameri-
con army on the front in France,

“If bravery were the only test for
> | winning our affections, then 1he Ameri-
eight enemy machines, but escaved [ e¢ans murit the highest pussible esteem.
3 But it is not bravery alone that has |
given the Americans during the last
days  their repeated successis,
Fiereoly us they fight, they neverthe-

25 fight intelligently and protfitably,
“Threee are units which have
cmuch. more experience in battle than
others, but when the battaligns which
have manred quiet sectors are thrown
LONDON, July 30,—Although the | into the furnace they tighf as well as
| their more experienced comrades,
“There is one unit which sinee the
erman offensive began has won undy- |

Butte of Chalment. This hill was a| = .
.-r}:-.tt‘-r Iur‘ pnctm\- resgistance along T!!!‘iAllled AUlafOrs on

western side of the anlisnt,

German guns situated on the Butte | Wﬁole Fl’ont ACtI'Ue;

Drop Tons of Bombs
PARIS

Amerigan troops an the valley of thelan July

of Chalmont had hean able to rake the|
Soissons-Chateau Thierry road almost
as faras Villemontoive and hurl s erosa- |
fire wpon the advancing French and

Duren. The Freneh now are ahle tol
harags feom this hill the enemy’s re-
tivement wnd should pe able to cloar
the angle between the Soissons-Cha-
teau Thivrry road and the railvoad be-
tween Oulchy-le-Chateay and Fismes
and bring mnch needed adsistance to
the Americ in the wvillage of Se-
ringes. |

iy‘u-l' he n ecostly task to take the
Nesles Forest, hut there are alterna-
tive possibilities in the comparatively
open ground to the westward, The
riilroad, which is the key to the Oureq
Valley, i= in Allied hand:. The cor-
respondent writos:

toand disabled,

On July 28 Freneh and British bamb-
ing 'planes dropped more than twenty
tens of projectilea on cantonmeonts and
in the Ardre and Vesle v
an railroad stations and militaey
objectives in the same region,
20 and the following night thirty-six
tons of bambs were dropped, fires and

“The enemy may certainly plume explosions being caused.

hims=!f on the retirement according
to plan, but it ecan scarcely be ac-
cording te plan that he left hundreds
of tons of ammunition hehind him.
There s as yet no conception of the
enormous figures to which these losses
in materials of war will run. When
the wast numhers of shells metuually
eaptured are added to the millions of
shells exploded ¢ither by himself or
by the Allied fire, some idea of his
foasz mav he gained,  The enemy has
moved hiz zuns wonderfully well, hut
his gunners have been warned to be
fparing of ammunition and to fire only
when necessary to support his in-
fantry.”

French Observers
Note Plans for New
German Withdrawal

PAR July 31 French aerial ab-
feTVATS, the UMatin,” report that
there aie signs behind the present Ger-
man hattlefront of prepurutions for a
vontinuation of the retirement nearth-
ward., The enemy is destroying much
matervial, and big fires have been seen.

The newspapers penerally point aut

that \hrL l‘lj!?'ltingl'fll{-nrlsy wii marked German Press Looks
T hrough Official Lens!

And Sees Success
AMSTERDAM, July #l1.4

German

by brigk but wvain enemy reactions,
They believe that the German line of
resistancs hac been reached, although
the Allies were able Yo make additional
guins.

Seveial military experts do not be-
lieve that the Germans have yot
reached the end of their retiring
movement. The ho de Paris' savs

the Germans bave *hrown five Teserve
divisions into the fiehting, praving ‘he
imporianc: the (isrman commarnd
placens on mu ntaining its pressnt po

sition, wh anually good for of
fence nr lefence

The Germen Crown Prinee has a nim
Wer of good reasons for helding up
hiz retirement tn the Vesls Firet, hin
may desirn to proevent the Freash fram
neing the Sooamonn-lo-Ferte Milion ral)
WaYy. =evcond, he may wanl tn keep the
mnin Paris - Narcy railrond, which pur
sitwls the Marne within rarigge of hia
LT L ALE L LT third Yia mMayYy Wanht tn
pampave lis materinl without tao much
dnmage 6 the \ T

Purthermore, the Gorrmans would he

Cunahle ta use 1) Eheima Sajpwanne
L ud f they retivnd tn the YVeule Alun

2y would have t(hair harek MERInat
& Aiane, whieh woild nnt simpiify
T I eammuanieation in the

Americans Praised
By “Daily Mail” for
Irtelligent Bravery

Peinp!e [ L froiis

A

LONDON, July i1,
munication deuling with aviation
to-night says:

“On July S0 hawe and ground mist
apain interfercd with observations,
nevertheless a large number of photo-
graphs were taken by usand more than
eleven tong of bombs were deopped on
enemy sidings and dumps,

“Rather more enemy machines were
encountered, fifteen - heing  brought
down and six being driven down
af control, Six of our machines
missing.

“During the night of the 20th two
of bombs were dropped
without losses. In addition to those
already reported u hostile machine was
“hot rIm:‘n by infantry fire on the 20th

cabevtl

BERLIN, July 2
to-duy gaid:

“Yesterday we shot down
aleplanes.

the

ronausend  wi

K wa

igor and herwism wibh willeh the | | nes, roll the

The officidl war statement to-night

July 80 Franco-British
squadrons brought dewn or put
of action eighteen enemy airplancs and
set on fire one captive bhallpon."”

e

cunted hy Yhe bierins

indetectod by the enepms

typienl degree of wubilety

by the mtlitars oplhi

mann, who =

ary now ahle to prave to Fach
awre waords that be hes

ok he
aching ¥ the St
tary Cellege, he shawnd himself
ﬁ'lrlhl nl the (hedry
offensive and the wnnhilatior
(L LIE b putting inta praetie
des, which Fouk harrowed
atkil Lo b repter ¢ty
vtk Molike, hie holdly coneels
to hireak Yhrough the Garmnn

ok, and

]

] 1 Such an
ich earried the  achievement gives a vivid indieation of
the Fghting value of the Americuns.”

Tuly 81, -During the fighting
i oand U0 the Allied aviators
were setive along the whole front of
the hattle between the Aisne and the
Maurne, according to the Havas corpe-
spondent at the front,

There were many aerinl combats,
the course of which fourteen
Tllill'hirlf'-’ Were :"11UL ‘!U\'-'H

On July

The officinl com-

—The officinl report

nineteen
word
netion.

The entire
press, the Sociwdist ineluded,
in obediently toeing the line luld down
German  officinl communinués
regarding the retreat from the Marne.
This line pubstantinlly s that General
Foch's formidable attack to pincl
the whole of the Marne
thul his great saerifices in
huve been hootless wnd that the initia
roemaitis with the Germans,
s wilded that the Gerrman con
entration on o “shottenod
menna u stronger froot

Fo the American oflie al re
ehprture of Seringes-et \'r-{r--
Ronehored, the “Vealkuzety
w e,ouppends this cermiment
fiese loonlities wre situn
-y

snlient wus

et of the

i igpatohes Losds

of

Vioselicke Foitung,” Cwptuin

duie
Pront

" rury In his heok,
nidurl of thea I

papers of the empire, trie

meky Vhi

1 Cier
Tl

MONT !
/}P

in the l No Bug Expeeted

atements

FRENCH

PARIS (NIGHT).—On the whole
front the day was marked by artillery
actios,

Between Montdidier afd the Qise
an enemy raid, northward of An-
theuil, obtained no results,

PARIS (DAY).—After a heavy
Lontbardment the Germans attacked
the new French positions cast of
Oulchy-le-Chatean. Our troops ro-
pulsed four enemy assanlts and main-
tained their lines intact.

On the right bank of the Oureq
there were lively combats northenst
of Fere-en-Tardenois. The villnge of
Seringes-et-Nesles passed from hand
to hand, but was finally taken by
American troops in a counter at-
tack.

A number of raids were made by
the Germans near Mesnil-St. Georges,
west of Montdidier; in La Dretpe
Wood, on the rvight bank of the
Meuse, and in the Vosges. They were
without result. Our troops made a
sueeessful incursion into the German
lines northeast of Perthes-les-Hurlus
tin Champagne) and brought back
prisonere,

ERITISH

LOXDON (NIGHT). The hostile
artillery was active during the day
southwest of Albert, and has shown
sonte activity also cast of Robeeq.

LONDON (DAY).—Scverel prison-
ers were captured by us during the
might in successful raids and patrel
eneounters in the neighborhood of
Leny, north of Bothune, and on the
northern gsoctor of our front. A hns-
tile vaiding party waz driven off by
our fire southeast of Lin Bassee,

The enemy artillery has leen active
nn both sides of the Somme, and hus
shown econsiderable  activity about
Merris and in the Keinmel sector,

GERMAN

BERLIN (NIGOAT)—Quiet reipned
throughout the day along the bat-
tlefront,

BERLIN (DAY}, ‘There has heen
very lively reconnoitring activity in
IFlanders., A= the result of a re-

whole German system of defence totter, |
There was 1o middle eourse for Foeh.
Victory in the strietest sepse of the
vag pesitively mmporative o this

It was nok s hosiness 1o gain
pround nor elenr the Marne, i
nesa was to ocut through our defences
and gel 1o oour rear,
Hie lost, and must sturl the game
afresh.”

General Kilhe, 1 the “Germania,’”
angrily attributes the failure of the
German offendive to the fact thut the
dute on whieh it wns ta begin, July 156,
seemed to be publie property at home,
He indignantly rebukos the “irrepre

de tattlomg” by which news of mili

tawry amportance  pereolates  to the
evomy, e wnd vietaally &l the other
atities ngree that further hard fighting
I8 pminent.

Hindenbu;Now

Promises Decisive

Blow at British Line

WASHINGTON, July #1 Ofipinl
v from Franee tell how
the Gorman I|-;,-l| command has caused
t e published 0 the newspapers
throughout Cermuny nn oMelnl state
ment preparing thie people oo aecopt
e defeat in the second battle of the
Marne, but renewing the nromice of a
e blow wpainst the Anglo-Freneh

"After severnl days of desperate at

cmpte to o pttenuite the pravity of the
defent of the German wrms,” savs the

fntehes, “Hindenburg wnd Luden
PP By deeided Yo make o fall con
e iy

CAN oficial note, hesring the til]p:
T he Sitation an the Marne.' publishid

i tho samp terms in wil the

On

losses,

This

sinee

Hig husi-

It wus win or lose,

“With

fature

“Th
rinred

! s Lo make the
Curman  publie, profoundly  decoived,
aceept the total failure of the

newed enemy attack on Merris the
place remained in his hands.
of Albert and

A

pulsed before Suponuy northwest
Fere-en-Tardenois),
Hetween

without sucecess,
tacks

Puring the [dst fow days we have
captured more than 4,000 prisoners.
inerensed
the 15th to more than 24,000,

ROME.

pants

the

Inunchied an attack in forer against
nur line on the Cornone® After brisk
hand-to-hand fighting, the Cnemy wus
Foreed
zuns and fAame projecters,
prisoners remained in our hands,

Five hestile airplanes have heen
brouvght down,

AUSTRIAN
VIENNA—In

the Sagso Rosso region, in Northern | the further fulfillment of the trust the
Italy, we captured twenty-five prison-

bitions programme which was destined
Lo develop into the investment of Paris
Wi the ullimute crushing of the mili-
tiry forees of the Entonte,
“Thindenburg’s
| Pramize o1 a decisive blow agonst the
Angrlo-Froneh
sloginomy whicly the strugele pro-

Uil

and Rheims and in t
l'(lTIﬁl'llul'lIL‘!‘
and the Franco-British ecounter snbtucks
fone must note here with what care the
Ameviean inlervention s amitted), has
led to the necessity of preparing for
gume time the decisive blow,

this end

“How far
carried
dozen kilometres wl
ficient.'
Losdlny

umility that i& seare
T Ho
trying to
the German retreat wik a part of Hin-
donburg's
conbinuing to impose s will on Ger-
1 { In the ‘Frankfurter
Zeitung' Deputy  Conrad Huussmunn
suys van Kuehlmann is more
am-+ Inow than before his fall.”

LECELRIA ' cnemies

of the Somme
there were strong artillery duoels in
the early marning.

the
Hartennes
Tardenois there wias no activity on
the part
vesterday after their defeat of Mon-

Fere -en - Tardenois and
the Bois Moupiere the Freneh and
Amerieans
ceheloned, toward midday.
tacks broke
Alzo in the wood ilsclf the
nssaulis of the enemy, six times re-
newed, broke down,

Our infantry froguently pursued
defented
litin possession of the front tervitery
of their lines,

Eastward of Fere-en- Tardenois
the enemy in the evening and during
the night vencwed his costly attaths
Enemy partial at-
near Romigny
Villecen-Tardenois)

In the Daone Valley our
troeps have surprited an enemy ad-
Nhnee: post

L

he Champagne, in

viegw ‘new basos
for subsequent operitions and stratogi-

PUREOU s
While wwaiting until prepirations for
operations are completed they
hoen ] :
northern direetion of the Murne front.
retirement he
out?
I perhaps he suf-
e not thought ‘necessary

It
that
self under the obligation of with -
ing the front as for back asg ihe

Lierman

o rendunee it ennifidence
ioour Hindenhurg on necount of that
“The tone of this offioin
lienh
rermany by the defeat must have
profound
sorlously shanken for the high communi
Lo solieil fresh favora with n sort of
I tly hnbitual Lo i1,
‘Budische Landes Zeitung' s

| range for the exchan

Sl ) Fe of malitayy and ! .
| glvibiun prisoners, says o dispateh t 2 o,
the Exchange Telegeaph from An:au.-rlfi 0

The Great War—1457th _Day

e

Is Annihilation, |
Says Gen. March

Continued from page !

tional Army, will be ahandaned. In the
-anie eonnection General March an
nouneed that the twelve 1iajor generals
arid the thirty-six brigadiers necessary
far the new divisions will be selected
ftom all elements of the serviee,
This slatement was taken to mean
that bhoth National Guard and National
Army affiecrs hereafter will be eligible
far promotion to the rank of gencral
afficers, even in regular army divisions
In response to a guestion General
Marvel said that where a division com

fr WHA -';Ir vted to be a |an1pu['u|';
vorps commander the command of his!
lividon passed to the seninr brigadior,
Vienera| Muavel had nothing Lo revedl
ueerning the extent of the easualtiez
Tered by the American forces in the

He said, however, that
General Persliing had beeu ovdered to

Crlile: his aneyalife ad reeeived and

that these waould be given out here ab

tere e adided that there would he
un distribution ef easunlties over a
lone period herealter,

Secretary Baler Hxplains

Forretary Baker later explained the
nutpose’ of the umilication pian an-
nauneed by the ehiel of sta,  The
prineipal reason, hie said, 45 to obtain
A moare perfeel convdination within the
army through making it possible te
« and men rapidly from
one remiment, brigade o divizion to an-
ather without veference to the original
position of the unit. I

Substdiary reasonz are to prevent
further speeuluti on  the part of
Fremch or Hritish officers concerning
the wilitary  diference oxisting be
bewoen foeaplain wha were the insignia
"on his collpr and aocapt who
e IS N At
I'he impression alse has existed in
cach of the Subdivisions, Mr. Haker
said, that promotion was mors rapid in
the others. Now all officers will be on |
the same fouting so far as their tem- |
porary vank isconcerned. The rf‘gtli:ll'f‘.l
however, will vetuin their plades in the |
permanent list, as fixoed by law.

L}
The principal portion of (eneral

— | March's statemiont follows:

“Whatever the enemy's objective was
| at the start of the drive and whatever
our hone was in the ¢punter offensive
| on the flank of this =alient, it iz now
perfectly evident that these aims have
| 'been set aside. The ohjective of each
[army is the other avmy; euach ohe of
them wants to kill ‘as many of the
other ns possible,

“The holding back of the jaws by
the Germans at Seoissons and near
Rheims, has made it practically im-
poasible for ds te expeet o bang, They
have liad two weeks now to withdraw
from the dangerous pointa down near
the Marne and the objective of each
nrmy i4 the other army. During the
lust few days the American forees on
that salient have heen inereased by
the arrival of the Forty-second IMivi-
(mton, which is taking pavt in the fight-
Ang nenr Fére-en-Tardenoiz anid Serpy
Ihe American division in the vieinity
of Roncheres and Cievges 15 our Third
Division,

Six New Divisions

I have ordered the formation of
i new  Ameriean divisions in  the
United States, They will be numbered
from fifteen to twenty and will be
organized at Camp Logan, Kearney,
Beauregard, Travis, Dodge nnd Sevier.
These divisions will have ag g nucleus,
ag. the six divisions organized last
"month did, two regular infaniry regi-
Pments following the policy of the War!
Department to replace, as far as pos-
sible, overy soldier at heme who is
it for service abroad with the home
puards of men of limited service, The
repular regiments referrved to will be
the nueleus of these divisions.

“"Tollowing out the same policy, we
have ovdered the transfer from the |
cavalry to the field artillery arm of
the rvice of fifteen National Army
ceavalry regiments, numbered from 01
to Gla,  These men have been in the
I'nited States for some time and have
had a0 goad deal of training and are
now going o be atilived for dervice
abroad. These regiments will form |
part of the field artillery for the new
divisions now heing organized.” i

'Rainbow Boys Win
Highest Praise for
Bravery at Front

“The enurier of Ameriea's arouscd
manhood,”

That wus the eharaeterization applied
Lo the beys of the Rainbow DNivision
when they areived in Franee and ever
siee then they have been moare than
making good on that title,

There latest exploit iz simply the
fultillment of the pledges to mothers

attdd sweethearts during the long sum-
mer nights at Camp Mills last veur

entirg nation placed in this most pict
uresgue of all the fghting units sent
out o hurl America's defianee at the
Flumn,
Wuon Praise from Mann

Mude up of the cruck regiments of
snty-severn states, the Rainbow 1h-
ton was trained by Major General
I am 411, now  stationed  at
Governor's Bsland, in command of the
Department of the East, To New
Yorkers, this contingent hus heen par-
ticodarly denr,

Thiz was because among its units '
were included the “0ld Fighting 8ith,"”
Liesides quotas of picked men from the
14th, 234, Tth and Tlst National Guard
regiments,

These men were among the first of
the National Guard troops to he sent
te Franee

"The Rainbow Division was the finest

outht I ever commanded,” said General

Munn, when, lust Janue ¥, he returned
b thie eountry after secing his pupila

sifely across. “They will make good.”

For a time the Rainbow boys re- |
mained out of the Hghting, comnleting
theie training on French coil, Early in

I'ebruary, they wera declared it for
(front line duty, and were sent tn Lor-

veine. Sinee then they have sustained

many losses and innumerable hupd-
ships, but, sccording to every dispateh,
hivo every day been bearing out their
| eld ehief's prediction and the belief of
New York and the nation at large,
—

To Confer on Prisoners |

Berlin Willing to Arrange Ex-

change of Captives i
With U. S.

LONDOM July 31.—The Germaun gnv-lr

ernment has given a favorahle reply t'oi

the mvitation of the American overn.
ment to convene o conferenen

dam, quoting u Berlin dispatch,

| Vesle, tied down there to an une:

[ All Germany Now a Vast H&sl;i_tal,

Wounded Aviator Confides to Nurse

By Wilbur Forrest

{ Special Cable to

The Tribune)

(Copyright. 188, by The Tribune Assaciation) :
WITH THE AMERICANARMIES, July 31.—Some idea of the
enormous cost to Germany of the present campaign was given to-day
by a German aviator who was shot down, badly wounded, and is now

i -a French hospital.

The aviater received the kindest treatment from an aristocratic
IFrench nurse who lived mueh in Germany hefore the war., “Tell me
the truth about the situation in Germany,” she said to the aviator, who
liad thanked her for her treatment.

“I'N tell you the hownest truth,’

" he answered. “This reminds me

of Germany, Germany which 15 now etie yast hospital”

The foregoing i= 11 sharpest contrast to the treatment by enemy
doetors of twenty-one Allied wounded, including Americans, captured
in a dressing station near La Bourdonnerie during the battle on the
Marne banks, All exeept a French officer have now been rescued by

the Allied advance.

Their affidavits asseet that the German doclors refused to dress
their wounds, toak their gus masks and rations away, and left them
without food and water for four days, suffering torture, while hun-
dreds of German wonnded hrought to the station were properly cared

for. An officer protested again
tetanus treatment

the Germans' refusal {0 give anti-

il oo the third day he disappeared.

Military Comment

By William L. McPherson

Copyright, 1018, by The Tribune Assocation (The Neow York Tribune)

N ONE of hiz illuminating talks | the defence and letting the situation at Warren

on the West lront situation

General Mareh, the Ameriean
chief of stafl, said yesterday that
the objectives of the two armies
fighting 1 the Hoissons-Itheims si-
lient had “been submerged in o
greater strupele, the object of which
o1l each side is the destruetion of the
oppesing army."’

This is one way of accounting for
what has seemed to be a highly con-
Tusing elemenl in German strategy.
The German High Command wits un-
doubtedly nettied at being caught off

lits guard by Foch's briliant counter

offensive., Ludendorff hus fought his
way out of a trap with much deliber-
ation and vindietiveness, 1e las
lavished precious German 1eserves
in order ts save his facz, The Great
General StafE has flooded Germany
with grotesque misrepresentations of
what has been going on in the Marne
salient since July 18 la: Now it
has engaped the services of the
receptive corps of German military
critics for a campaign of camouflage
and exculpation. The aim of all this
propaganda is to delude the German
public into thinking that the retreat
from the AMarne was only another
voluntary strategic vetivement, such
as the relreat from below the Marne
in September, 1014, was long repre-
sented to be.

To cover up a great defeat—moral
as well as stratesic—the German '
High Command has refused to eut
losses in a Lankrupt enterprise, and
has fought bitterly and recklessly to
stave off the inevitable. It has been
unwilling to recognize unreservedly
the strategic objective of such u re-
treat—an objective which the apolo-
rists in the German press are now
exploiting as the sole reuson and
Justification for it.

Tudendorff, they s=ay, intending
soon to attack on  another front,
where the situation is niore promis-
ing for an offensive, cannot afford to
let himself he pinned down “under
locally unfavorable canditions” o a
dead sector like the Seizzons-Rheims
salient.

Foch has vealized his stralegical
objective. e has completely smashed
the German drvive for lipernay and

Chalons. He has disvupted plans of !

the German High Command for the
rost of the 1018 campaipn. He has
snatched the initiative away irom |
Ludendorff, e ean afford to con- |
tinue the fight in the Marne salient
or to break it off, as it may suit his
purposes. Probably it suits him 1o
have the Germans stay south of the

defensive.

But Ludendorff does not seem to
have realized the real abjective of
his retreat. His position south of
the Vesle i5 nearly as uncomfort-
able as was his former position he-
tween the Qureq and the Marne, He

| has not rid himself of the burden of

muintaining lines shich it wili he
awkward for him to hold, if he
means to carry his attack to some
other part of the front. He is,
therefore, fighting below 1he Vesls
for political rather than military
Teasnns, If he thought he could
square himself with {he German
public he would probably pull back
without further delay to the Veslo
or to the Aijsne.

Ile has, of course, an apponent
who is hanging on to him like a
bulldog. He has also stores which
may noet vet have been transported
in their entirety to u safe buse in
the rear. But he has not doie what
other leaders have done when they
had no choice but to retreat.  He
has not eut weur and tear and ex-

hausting losses by economizing on
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gradually stabilize itself,

In this respect IFoeh's operation |

against the Marne salient has run
a different course from that of any
previous West front offensive this
vear, Two weeks ago to-duy the Al-
Hied counter offensive began., 1t has
been niaking steady progress ever
since then: And it is not clear yet
ihat it has ended. It has not ended
for the Germans in the sense that

they have at last reached positions |

where they can settle down in se-
curity, or which fit in with their
further plans either for offence or
defence.

On the front from Soissons to
Rheims there was a comparative
let-up in the fighting vesterday. But
this may not mean at all that the

battle has been hroken off. The sit-!

nation is still unstable. The severed
threads of German strategy in the
West have to le pieced together
agaim. At wlat point does Ger-
many wunt to continue her fight?

By what new stroke is she going to
recapture the initiative? And, while

she is struggling with this problem,
the spectre of a new front in the
East is looming up. The assassina-
tion of von Eichhorn in Kiev is only

another evidence that {'}er'many's'

footing in Russia is becoming more
and more hazardous. The Treaty

of Brest-Litovek is now only a mem- |
ory. How long can Germany hope
to keep dismembered Russia tran-
quil. and so he free to utilize almost

all her waning military strength in
France?
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