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och, the Tank and America’s Great Aid
Have Turned the Battle Tide in Favor of the Allies

These Three Elements Have‘

Achieved Turnover in

w

Danger of Food Privation
| Now Passed,

Says Hoover

ABOLISHING THE MONTDIDIER SALIENT

the Situation

Political Disunion
Is Greatest Danger

Propaganda Is Too Little
Checked in France and |
Britain

By Hilaire Belloc

Author of “Elements of the Great
War" and Britain's most distin-
guished military ecritic.

(Special Cable to The Tribune)
(Uopreight, 1018, by The Trittine Association)

ONDON, Aug. 17.—The oper-
L ations on the baktiefront in

the second offensive between
the Somme and the Oise have their
main interest for the moment on
the Lassigny group of hills. What
the French are fizhting for is com-
plete observation over the plain,
across which the enemy is bringing
up his supplies,

This observation they have not
yet obtained. They have it from
the western edge of the ridge above
Beval, but have not yet got the iso-
lated hill between Beval and Tries-
court, and everywhere east of the
middle of the range wooded and
high ground stands between them
and the plaing,

Meanwhile, pending the other
movement of preater effect, we may
note new facts which have come
out with respeet to the numerical
position. Of these the most impor-
tant is the presence of thirty-one
complete American divisions 131-
ready in the field. That means in
infantry alone something not far
snort of half a million men. Next|
we now know the condition of ex-
haustion of the enemy’s reserves.
There have been identified during
the second defensive thirty-one divi-
sions, of which thirteen were
biought either from the enemy's
seserves or from the south.

There iz a certain amount of
overlapping, as among the thirteen
apparently were two divisions which

previously had appeared between|

Soizzone and Rheims, The total
number of divisions drawn into the

FoALE OF piLES

to prevent a great victory.

‘I'he first three days of Haig's offensive drove the Germans from the whole »
the railronds through Amiens, thus adding greatly to the security of the Allied armies.
done, the shaded portion, A, B and C, indicating the Allied gains on each day.
where the German resistance on the flank of the Allied advance checked its

This map shows how it was
The arrows (1) and (2) show
progress, without being strong enough

must we forget that all these recent
great successes are based upon the
original experiment of which General
jyng was the author in front of
Cambrai nine months ago. He was
tne first to break and pass the
enemy’s defensive organization by
the use of a fleet of tanks without
preliminary bombardment. '

With this aspect of the tanks
should be connected, of course, the
light armored cars, “the machine
wuns on wheels,'" as they have been
called, which are part of the same
eonception and had a very great ef-
foet in the recent battles,

two offensives combined is consid-

ered to be over one hundred-——thati in the situation, the American levies,

in the |

is, half the German army
wreat.

We must remember that the space
of time with which we are dealing
is only one month, and in that brief
period one-half of the enemy's
forces has been involved in two de-
feats—close on half a million men
in infantry alone—some 8 per cent
have been taken prisoners and
seventeen hundred guns have been
taken as well. It is only by appre-
ciating thiz that we can understand
how truly the tide has turned since

The third element of the change

been jaded by four years of war;

they eome chosen from the best mili- |

tary ape into armies considerable
parts of which are too pld or too
young for full efficiency;'they come
trained with a rapidity which was
not thought possible—I mean that
the rate of instruction has been as-
tonishing—and, mest important of
all, they are coming inta the field

is of the same effect as a new tac-|
I'tical instrument because they come !
fresh among bLellizerents who have |

do so by leaving no time to the enemy
to reorganize, to create a reserve and
to plan a counter attack.

The Third Batlle of the Somme,
therefore, which was launched only
three days after the arrest df opera-
tions on the Vesle, had for its main
and prineipal object this continued
retention of the initiative in Allied
hands.

But apart from this general oh-|
ject there were especial reasons for
launching the aitack in this particu-
lar gector, which may he ealled the!
{ salient of Montdidier, since the|litt e
‘town of that name stands at its head,
tor apex, These reasons were a5
| follows:

First, a salient, even as large as
this, is obwviously vulnerable if at-
tucked in flank, for by coming down
fon cither side, precisely as was done
in the case of the Marne pocket three
weeks ago, you threaten, or cut and
bring under fire, or actually occiJ\fJ"y,
cortain roads and railways which
supply the salient.

second, in this particular cage of
the Montdidier salient there was
another local reason of high impor-
tance for compelling the enemy, if

bold projecting Hill of Chipilly, This
uorthern end of the line of advance,
beginning at Ville-en-Anere and £o-
ing down to Sailly on the Somme
Valley, was to prove the most diffi-
cult part of the ground. The British
troops operating here were faced by
the 27th German Division, which had
only & day or two befora been in
local action on  this ground and
which was expecting further fichting.
Beyond the Somme the land rises
to a plateau about ecleven miles
wide, the countryside being known
as Santerre. The British line ran
across this in a southwesterly direc-
tion past Villers-Bretonneux to a
point where the plateau is cut by
the shallow valley of the little River
Luce, a tributary of the Avre,
Beyond this valley, for another
three miles, the line was taken up to
a point opposite Moreuil by the left
of the French Pirst Army, under
General Debeny. Opposite thd Brit-
ish line, which was held by the Fourth
British Army under General Rawlin-
son, was the 27th German Divisien,
between the Ancre and the Somme,
and on the plateau of Santerre, in
order from north to south, were the
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‘IMi]itary Aptitude of French

iUnited States Administrator, in Reporting New Pro-|
gramme of Allied Council, Emphasizes That This
Country Must Continue Its “Rigid Economy™

' a Big Factor for
Victory

| Ly The Associated Presa)

i LONDON, Aug. 17.—Discussing the
| Allied food situation here to-day, Her-
| bert 8. Hoover, United States Food Ad-!

1
' British Mechanical i e |
Genius WiﬂS Credlt | “Lam well satisfied with results f't‘oml

i the conferences of food controllers|
| which has been in progress during the|
| lust three weeks, Thesa conferences |
Ew:'rv called st my request with a view |

Elasticity of U. S. Organiza- : £ .
| { to the formulation of policies and pro-

; tion IS Qumk to B)‘ll‘lg { grammes with regard to the entire im-|

Results { port of foad supplies to the countries|
| at war with Germuny. !

within the next year is to move suffi- |
cient American troops into Hurope to
five an overpowering strength agsinst

| any forces the Germans may be able

to bring to bear, und in order fo ne-
complish this economy in consumption
is _imperative In all the Allied coun-
tries.

“On the other hand, the danger of
rivation is now passed. In the United
States we have need for continued
rigid economy in consumption so that
we may meet the increased demands
from Europe and to enable us to earry
over from this more abundant harvest
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defense of Morisel. Until that bridge- -:

(head had been taken there was no

I
|
i

y

way by which the French tanks could
cross the marshy valley, and there- |

|fore there was no opportunily for |

advance. The French captured Mori-
sel, with the remaining survivors of
its garrison—=800 men—at 8 o'clock, !
and after that they were able to go
forward. By 10 they had surrounded
and taken Moreuil, on the other side
of the little river. By evening they
had come into line with the British |
to the north of them and were past
Plessier,

On the evening of the first day, |———

therefore, the situation was this:
Over all the great central plateau of
Santerre there had been an advance
superior to any hitherto mads on the
first day of any offensive since,
trench warfare began, and the Ger- |
man defensive system had been com-
pletely broken, The vital railway

pex of the salient and freed | junction at Chaulnes was within

range of British guns. Montdidier,
al the head of the salient, was badly
pinched from the north and its rail-
way communications were interrupt-
ed by the fire now directed against
Chaulnes junection. But the fact that
the Germans were still holding t{he
Chipilly Hill to the north gravelyin-
terfered with the road supplying the
furthest point of the British ad-
vance. The Allies counted that day
about 16,000 prisoners; but Mont- '
didier still held, the salient was not
yvet reduced, nor, therefore,”was the
first object of the action attained.

The Battle on the
Second Day

In the second day of the battle the :

enemy’s general reserves were com-
ing up and opposing a considerable
resistance; while, on the Alljed side,
the advance was slackened by the
necessity of bringing up artillery and
munitionment. Further, a continued
advance beyond Framerville ana

“An agreement has been reached with|

. 4 |

regard to policies which will effect al
great moasure of codrdination in the|

nurchase and transportation of sup- |
plivs during the coming year and in

year a steck of foodstuffs that wiil

%0:111 ositive rssurance mgainst any | $325 Lohmlnn sﬁ l‘-‘:un

possible climatic eventualities in the | 375 Belming 10 M

next harvest, { 375 Goetz & C 1 Ll.,m
Continuous Food Council ! oc o. 10 E‘Efﬂ

“Arrangements have been made by
the four food controllers not only to
cover these ma'tters of policy, but also

USED UPRIGHTS

From Firing Squad

CAMP MEADE, Md., Aug. 17.—The
w 11th Division, just organized witn
Major Jesse M. Cartér as commander,
has been named the Lafayette Division.

Private Herman Landenson, of the
154th Depot Brigade, recently found
guilty of desertion and dizsobedience
of erders and sentenced to death, has
been saved from the firing squad by
Preaident Wilson, who has commuted

the sentenece to dishonorable disu}}a}'ga
from 'tho army and fifteen years' im

ne

prisonment at Fort Leavenworth,
Landenson was a self-styled con-
geientions ohjector, He failed to filt

out the r-;r:r'st'umm:irc sent him by his |
local bourd and likewise failed to Te- |
port for searvice when called. :\rl‘est_eul
in Philadelnhin, he was charged witn

T nwhout |

desertineg the serviee at the tire he

was called in Harrisburg, on

Mareh 24, and emainine nbsent in de

sortion until the time of his arrest.
e el = e

Army Officer Obiects to 1
Nassau Police Tactics

Licutenant Walter Miller command-
ing the army aviators detailed until
to the air mnil serviece at
Belmont Parl, Queens. said vesterday
that overzealous Naszau County con
stiables had been making revelver tar-
gets of his men.

The two targets. according to Licn-
tenant Miller, werp A. M, Edmunds

last weel

down toward Likons and Chaulnes and J. C. Sutton, mm:]umius. who v;;t’.!'c
was difficult so long as the Germans storped by a cnnstnb.ﬂ;}: d\-r;uty s D:;

i i ‘hipi £ sthi ursdany night
still retained Chipilly, The general iff or zomething on ; rsp v nig :
advance in the first part of t-he e when they were returning from Lu_u;_,
ond day was no n;m.(_ thati thl‘r_'t: or Beach in a side-car motoreycle with

. 5 " Lo young women, : ;

four miles, the French getting  The county official, said the lieuten-
ant, threatened the soldiers with ar-

Jinovery rapidly increasing numbers
July 18,

Three Elements That

ance of the war,

lwhich are chunging the whole bal-|

nossible, to abandon his advanced po-{43d, 13th, 41st, 100th, 25th and 14th

{ freeing of the road and railway june- | the Luce Valley, at the end of the

Have Turned Tide

There are three ¢iements which
decided this great return tide, and
there is one element only that can
rob civilization of its due victory.

The three elements which in com-

hination achieved the turnover in the |

military situation, the recovery of
the initiative by the Allies and all
that is to follow, are:

The rmilitary aptitude of ' the
French;

The mechanical genius of the
British; and

The peculiar character of the new
American troops coupled with the
clasticity of the American organiza-
iion.

The element that we most fear is
not military at all, but political. It
is the danger of disunion and the
detestable propaganda which exists
both in France and Britain, too little
checked by the governments and ap-
pealing to the fatigues and disap-
pointments of four years of war, to
popular ignorance and to every joint
nf weakness in our national armors.

| Americans Bring
The Decisive Factor

That last point we owe to the ad-
| mirable elasticity of organization
| which was shown when & determina-
tion was taken last March to ac-
|celerate in $o unexpectedly high a
degree the delivery of troops across
the ocean. We see the effect of this
centinual inerease of American num-
| bers everywhere.

' The great battle which was en-

“gaged under the ¢command of General |

Haig, on  Aurust 8,
|reached the close of its firet phase
|t three days. The story of those
days was one continued success.
Let us first of all understand the
| ground on which this battle was tak-
iing place, TIn their great advance
{lagt March
| mans pushed the Allies back in a
|wide erescent, the important points
{along the edge of which, counting
from Arras on the north to Noyons
lon the south, are: Arras, Albert,
| Villers-Bretonneux, Montdidier, Las-

apparently

and early April the Ger- |

The effect upon the situation
along the Western front, of Fn-m:hl =
strategy, is obvious. | Why Second Attack

Tank Chief New Was Launched

Tactical Instrument .

signy and Noyons,

It was this salient that the Allied

What is less clearly distinguished | Higher Cﬂfﬂfﬂﬂnd choge for }ho sec-
ix the tactical coffect of two new Ond of their great operations.
instruments of warfare—British  German retreat from the Marne had
strategical invention and the Ameri- | Teached their prepared line upon the
ran levies. From July 18 onward | heights of the Vesle and had com-
the great tactical instrument of the|Pletely straightened out the pocket
Allies, the instrument which hag|in Wwhich they were caught at the
given them the power of surprise!Moment of the counter offensive of
und penetration, the instrument|July 18. They were firmly settled
which has permitted us to eliminate | upon that straight line Ly August 5,
the old preliminary bombardment | Further operations here on a large
vhich always gave warning of the seale would mean nothing but a slow
attack and at the same time ruined | r¢duction of strong defensive posi-
the ground over which the attack tions.
should take place—the instrument,| It was imperative that the initia-
in a word, which has changed the|tive recovered by the Allies should
war is the tank. And the tank is, not be lost, and the firet great object
entirely in its original form and|of Foch in starting this second of-
Lirgely in its development, British. |fensive operation was to keep the

And not only i the invention it- | ball rolling; to develop and expund
relf British; but its tactical use has | and continue this power of the initin
been developed by the British, .";nril,lw: which he had recovered, and to

The |

[ticn of Amiens and the restoration!
to use, by the Allies, of the grest
vailway line from Paris through
Amiens to Abbéville, which for four |
years had been the main lateral com-
munication of the Allies and which
was out of use so long as the nearest
German guns were within a range
of less than gix thousand yards.
Third, freeing Amiens from dis-
tant fire, and the nearer points on
the railway from immediate fire, will
not be the only effect of the German
retirement from the salient. There
will also be a very important result
in leaving the Allies ample ground
for maneeuvre. The worst cffect of
the great German advance in March
and April was that it so nearly cut
off the British armies in the mnorth |
from the French in the south. This |
(disaster was just avoided; but the
inemy got so far that the belt left
between his lines and the Somme
| Valley was very narrow. Should he
lwmake a further advance and reach
| Amiens, and throw forces across the
[Somme Valley, which below that|
[Point is a broad and marshy chstacle
with few crossings, he would virtual-
| Iy isolate the north from the south. |
(The elbow room remaining to tho |
[ Allies for their movement of troops |
|1.vould be insufficient.
With all these objects in view, |
then, primarily to make continued !
use of the initiative, leaving the !
|enemy no respite, also to inflict |
fheavy losses by crushing in the!
Montdidier salient, to creute confu- |
5ion in the enemy organization by |
:“‘.liH pressure, to relieve Amiens ml:l;
the main Amieng railway and to in- |
erease the greound behind the lines |
{for further maneuvres—with all%
(these objects, the British commander i
in chief struck just befors daylight, !
on Thursday, August 8, |
The sector of attack was about
twenty miles long and was divided
into the following portions, begin-
ning from the north: The first |s the
triangle between the Ancre and the
upper Somme Valley, a piece of front
just over threa miles long facing the
larvge villuge of Morlincourt and the

|

British line, and being in process of
relief, at the moment the action
opened, by the 117th German Di-
vision. Both these divisions thus
caught in the confusion suffered
heavily. The numbers of the Ger-
man divisions on the front of the
French advance have not yet been
given,

Tt will be noticed that the German
defensive organization here was quite
dense. There was more than hal? a
division to a mile, and this Very cir-
‘tumstance, which was intended to
strengthen what was known to be a
vital sector, was the thing which cost
the enemy heavy losses when he was
surprised by the British advance,

| Attack Developed

Complete Surprise

The nction opened with most
intense, but momentary, bombard-
ment, lasting only threg or four min-
utes, and immediately followed by an
advance all along the British line,
led by tanks and arn?orud cars. It
had the effect everywhere of a coni-

g: plete surprise; and in the centre, upon |

the bare, open Santerre plateau, the
attack went right through the Ger-
man defensive system and made an
advance which, by afternoon, reached
Framerville, nine miles away from
the starting point at Villers-Breton-
neux, All this central movement,
though Framerville was its extreme
limit, pushed very far forward and

reached Caix and Beaucourt, seven |

and six miles respectively from
the point of departure on the origi-
nal line.

But while this Thursday was o
astonishingly successful, through the
effect of surprise and through the
tactical value of the tanks, on all the
central plateau, there was a hold-up
on the two wings north and south.
On the north, between the Ancre anl
the Somme, it was found impossible
to take Morlancourt, and the line
was hardly advanced in sipite of
hard fighting all day, Further south,
in the upper Somme Valley, the Chi.
pilly Hill was carried, but lost again,

On the right the French were hold
up for three hours by the {erman

sitions, This local reason was the divisions—the latter standing across

|
i

through to Piermont, north of Mont-
didier, and pinching the salient still
further by reaching Arvvillers: but
the British, though passing Rosidres,
|two and a half miles from Caix,
were still hampered in their move-
ment by the enemy occupation of
i Chipilly Hill,

| Great efforts had been made the
day before to retake the hill, but had

{failed. Tt looked for a moment to a |

distant observer as though the ad- |
vance had met a check. But rather |
late on this gecond day things began |
to change again for our advantage.
Late in the afternoon of Friday the
First French Army, whose left was
already engaged in the region north
of Montdidier, struclk suddenly and
unexpectedly in the southern face of
the salient beyond and to the east of
| that town. |
At the same moment the British
north of the Somme and in front of
Chipilly Hill, reinforced by certain
American contingents, attacked again
and the height was carvied. With
the morning of the next day the ad-
vance could assume a new form. |
In the course of the preceding |
evening Australians and Canadians |
pushed forward to within 200 },‘ardsr
of Chaulnes junction and stood cn!
the rising ground near Lihons, look-
ing down at the railway centre which

rest for apeeding, They gave him their
names and teld hlm he cou'd not ar-
rest =pldrers in uniform without a
warrant. After a dispute. the lieuten-
ant said, his men proceeded. but had
not gone far before three more eivil-
tan officers jumped from the bushes
and began shooting at them, Another
shot was fired, said the lientenant, just

| after the soldiera got beveond Nassau!

County into Queens.

Pope Sends Letter
To Irish Bishops

ROME, Aug. 17.—In a letter to the
Irish bishops answering one sent him
on the occasion of the beatification of
Oliver Plunkett, the Pope indicates that
he rocognizes the grave difficulties
through which the Catholie episcopate

and elergy are passing, His Holiness
expresses  confidence, however, that
thanks to the Christian fortitude, wis-
dom, prudence and moderation which

i the npostolic ministry demands above

all where the situation is most delicate
and serious, they sre able faithfully
to fulfill their mission to prepare bet-
ter times for the Church,

The beatifieation of Oliver Plunkett,
who was put to death on the charpge
of treason, was decrced on March L7
last. The charge apainst Oliver Plin-
kett was that he had conspired to bring
a French army to Ircland. He was
hanged, drawn and nquartered.

Lad Thought [

ught Dead Writes
ELIZABETH, N. J., Aug. 17.— The |

e |
sorrow which hiad hung over the home |
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Wilson Saves Soldier |Aerial Sham Battle Will Be | 0 r o
Feature of Police Field Day | 210 Hazelton Bros 6

New York policemen began a drive || 225 Steinway
vesterday which they intend to eon- |
tinue until they have gold at least n!
half million tickets for the dual Police
Field Day Games and Concert, to be
held at the Sheepshead Bay Motor-
drome August 24 and 51. Part of the |
proceeds from the games are to be

used in purchasing new uniforms for
the police reserves, both men and
women, |

The programme arranged for the '
two days includes not only athletic
events, but a sham battle, in which .
nearly one thousand men will partiei- |

BI-87 Court St., Prookim
PEN EVENING: o

395 Arionola(new 10 lm

1= 10r 29
17 & €0

pate, and an exhibition of aerial war- | — S
fare, with forty-two machines taking President Viera of
part. Several prominent gingers have :
volunteered their services for both

days. out of the recent genersl strike,

Uruguay Preaident Fired At The President, it says, was stan
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguav, Aug. 17— on a bslcony when fired st ang

|An attemvt was made to assassinate bullet missed him by a NATTOW mATg:

Uruguay on To
day sfterncon during rioting growis

cording to an alternoon newspap
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was 50 vital for the Germans, and of |of Private Lidward J. Benz, 220 Caspian

| course at such a range rendering it | Street, ever sinee his family was noti- |
ius unusable as though it actually had ' find last month that he hud been killed
been pasged and occupied. To the in action was lifted to-day, when thres

south the French on this same Sat- |letters written by Benz since the dats

urday morning pushed up o far that
they surrounded Montdidier, the gar-

|ut his

rison of which surrenderod with all
| its material before O a. m. During
the afterncon the whole line south of
Chaulnes went forward until by
nightfall you have it running close
to Chaulnes, though still immediately
west of that town and southward
close to Roye, putting out of use the
main German roads of supply into
the salient, which all met at Roye.
The line then bent back by Lignigres
and came down to the neighborhood
of Lassigny by way of Conchy.
The Montdidier salient had pone,
The enemy was falling back every-
where behind strong rear guards,
whose counter attacks permitted his
retreat. The question of how far
he will go and of how greatly the
Allies can or wil] exploit their vie-

tary helongs to another phase of the
battle.

of his reported death wore delivered
home. He had been wounded,
gassed, wis in g bade hospital recovers
ing, and expected to be back at the |
front soon, his letters read.

Mrs. Benz had put on mourning for
her son,

—_— -

14 American Names Appear

Among Canadian Caaualties;:

|
OTTAWA, Ont., Aug, 17.-—The riames
of the following Americans I\ppeﬂrcd!
on to-dny's overseas casunlty list:
Wounded €. Dillon, 574 Palisede
Avenue, Jersey City: B, Gollins, Bov- |
erly, Mass.; Al E. Cook, 8316 Joy Sireet, |
Mount Pleasant, Ia,; W. J. Sobey, Loa,
Gintos, Cal; Lieutenant J. R, TIolt,l
Heaver Falls, Penn.: C. Grant, Beaver- |
Lan, Mich.; €. Gatchell, Watertown, H‘i
D W. F. Collins, 3223 Woat Lake
Street, Chicago, and Lieutenant G, A, |
E"vr;:uu(m, 120 Broadway, New York:
Jity.
biod -J. MeDonald, address given as
3 Northern Pack, Ashmont, Mnss.; E,

5. Crapeau. Whitefield, N. 1 G. L.
Tolaon, i Warcsster Squnre, Hoswton. |
Died of Wounda-—C, K. Huoye, Arkan- |
HAN.
Ieosumed Lo have dicd T, Charlie,
Doaton,

SILVERTONE VELOUR,

| the most wanted fabric, fashions this

Tailored

(Illust

IN

olive or beaver.
novelty silk lined and

skirt,
14 to 20 years.

has small wings at side

MISSES’

29.

madura brown, Oxford, twilight blue, taupé,
The medium length fitted
coat with notched collar and tucked waistline 1§,

Beaver Cloth Tam (INustrated)

Fall Suit

rated)

50

interlined, straightline:

18.00




