
British Drive
Wedge in Foe
At Vital Spot
Haig's Men Gain on Three-

Mile Front South of
Valenciennes

Carry Battle Into
Centre of the City

German Line Is Threatened
All the Way to the
Holland Border

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE AND BELGIUM, Oct. 23 (By
The Asbociatcd Press) <6 v. nu). The
British Third and Fourth armies to-day
smashed through strong German defen¬
sive positions south of Valenciennes.
They gained ground to a denth of more

than 5,000 yards about three miles) on

an extended front, capturing many im¬
portant villages and several thousand
prisoners, together with numerous

gun-, and driving a wedge into the en¬
emy positions at what probably is the
most vital point of the lines the Ger¬
mans arc holding.
The lighting vas of a desperate nat¬

ure, the oerman machine gunners hold¬
ing out to the last. Large numbers of
the enemy were killed.

Driving Around Valenciennes
North of the 3d and 4th armies the

British 1st Army continued iis attacks
and reached positions well to the north-
cast of Valenciennes, which is gradual¬
ly being squeezed out. It is probable
that the Germans have already évac¬
uai d th"" town.
The British are approaching Le

Quesnoy and were only about three
miles from the gates of that place, ac¬
cording to latest report.-«, and wire still
advancing.
The heaviest fighting seems to have

been in L'Eveque Wood, which is still
being cleared up, although the British
nave passed completely around it and
are before the great Mormal Forest.
On the edge of this the Germans were

reported to be concentrating at Preux.
Ors and Catillon Taken

tatillon was taken early in the fight¬
ing by assault. Ors is in British hands.
The Germans before i-etreating blew
Up all the bridges over the canal be¬
tween Catillon and Ors.
One corps hold.ng the centre of the

Fourth Army front opposite Le Cateau
alone had taken 000 prisoners early in
the day.
The advance continues and the men¬

ace to the Germans to the north and
south of the front attacked is hourly-
glowing. Further retreats are ex¬
pected.
The attack of the British Third and

Fourth armies on a wide front, south
of Valenciennes to-day is of vital stra¬
tegic importance. The Allied salient
here menaces the German lines all the
way to Holland, and if it is widened it
will have a tremendous effect also on
'.he enemy front to the south.
".British troops were lighting their
wr.y into the centre of Valenciennes
early to-day. They were facing a
.>trong enemy machine gun fin from
thí east bank of the Scheldt ("anal,
vhich flows through the city.
Masses of üiitish cannon, moved up

during the comparative u'l of the last
few days, early to-day loosed tons of
ijtccl at the enemy on the front of the
offensive, sprinkling front and rear
ureas freoly. Later all the guns com
centrated in a "crash barrage" behind
which the infantry advanced in an
early morning fog. storming the
hurriedly constructed enemy defences.
The Germans resisted strong .. espe¬

cially the machine gunners. The en¬

emy artillery fire was generally weak.
indicating that, his gun-« had been
v'.oved some miles east to the line
known as the ''Hermann Standing
Plrce. "

This shov s that the German com¬
mand evidently did not have faith that
the exhausted infantry would be able
to ho d the positions attacked to-day.
North of Tournai British patrols

have crossed the Scheldt at several
rinces, especially F'eci) and Nivelles.

During the last three days British
troops in approaching towns have been
careful not to shell them when there
was the slightest chance that civilians
were in the town. The Germans, one«»
driven from the towns, nromptlv turned
their guns on them, killing and wound¬
ing civilians in several cases. In the
town of Hasnon a German she'l crushed
a dwelling house, and fifteen women
and children hiding in the cellar were
killed or wounded.
The civilians generally have disnlayedmarked heroism. The act of one French

woman stands out among many. A.-
tbe Germans wer«' eettins ready t«>
evacuate a certain town the woman saw
th'.'ni placing an explosive charge «m
der one of the most important bridgesin the region, The Germans attached
a s'ow fuse and went away. The
Fnmch woman waited until night. She
then crept down the river bank under
the bridge and removed the charge,leaving the .slow fuse. The next daythe Germans fled from the town, the
last group setting off the fuse. It
sputtered and sizz'ed and the Germans
ran but nothing happened.

Yanks in Hospital
Laugh at Hun Bombs

Patients Refuse to Get Excited
Cver German Efforts to

Wreck Building
WITH THF. AMERICAN ARMY

NORTHWEST OF VERDUN, Oct. 22
(By The Associated Preos)..-American
wounded soldiers who were in the
American hospital near which German
bombing planes dropped explosives in
the neighborhood of Rarocourt last
night were so little concerned by the
raid that they refused to leave the
building and enter dugouts until com-

no led to do so by the nurses. They
laughed at the efforts of the Ger¬
mans.
D scussing this nonchalant attitude

on the part of the doughboys, Mar¬
gery Sawyer, of Buffalo N, Y. and
Mabel Butler, of New Haven Conn..
Red Cross nurses, said th y found
those men, sume of whom had conn
in from the front lines only a few
hears previously, as calm ns thouen
no attack had taken place, although
the hospital liad been damaged by
bombs and the wards were tilled with
smoke.
The first thoughts of these nurse:-,

wore reenrd nir th" wounded. Neither
->">> hnd bad previous expérience un¬

der enemy bombing oncrati ns and
expected, when they hurried to the
«...Hs. to find the doughboys panic-
stricken.

Allies Will Batter
Enemy All Winter
To Prevent Succor

WITH THF, AMERICAN FORCES
NORTHWEST OF VERDUN, Oct. 23
(By The Associated Press). Unless
they are saved by their plea for peace,
the Germans will be subjected to
teady hammering along -he greater

part of the Western front, throughout
the winter. Indications are that it is
not -intended to give them a breath¬
ing spell, notwithstanding weather con¬
ditions.

It is pointed out that decreased activ¬
ity would enab.e the Germans to re¬

cuperate to such a degree as to make
certain a prolongation of the struggle.
During previous winters the enemy has
been abie to resi up his forces and
replenish his supplie.;, especially am¬

munition, and there is no reason to be¬
lieve he would not avail himself oí
the same opportunity new, m ^. to a

much greater advantage.
There are two places on the front

where it is conceded that military oper¬
ations during the winter will be virt¬
ually impossible, but American of¬
ficers insist that 75 per cent of the
front offers no real obstacle to a con-
tinuance of the fight. It is not ques¬
tioned that operations will be slowed
down, but, ev-n so, the advantages will
be with the attacking side, especially
sine it is knovvn thai German material
is growing scarcer.

Last winter was much more severe
than is ordinarily the case and those
responsible for plans of campaign cal¬
culate that, by th law of average, '.he
coming winter will be milder. !t is in-
dicated that the Americans are settled
indefinitely into their present positions
and their part in the gen2ral pro¬
gramme is well defined.

It is to be expected that they will
continue to deliver short-smashing jolts
against the pivotal centre of the long
sweeping line. The big gains made
between the American front and the
sea are conceded to have been duo
in largv- measure to the menacing dem¬
onstration by the !\mericans and by
the enforced employment by the Ger¬
mans of thirty divisions here. The en-

emy will be compelled I intinue to
mass, forces ol men and materia1» in
front of General Pershing's troops at
the expense of other places, because
to fail to hold the line between the
Mouse and Grandprc would endanger
an enormous area.

British Take 2,000
And Dominating Hills
Along Harpies River
LONDON, Oct. 23..Two thousand

I prisoners were taken by the British in

to-day's new attack, which was south
of Va'enciennos. on a Iront of five to

i six miles. The enemy is resisting
stiffly.
The British gained tht high ground

overlooking the Harpies Valley. Some
guns were taken..
North of Valenciennes the British

have completed the capture of the
Raisinés lotest. Further north they
have got well east of St. Amand and
reached the Scheldt north of the Bel¬
gian front iei.
Northeast of Laon French troops

have reached the line of the ïvvrc
River, having made an advance of two
to three miles on an eight mile front,

Evacuation of Ghent
Reported Under Way

Last Boats in Port Being
Towed by Germans

Toward Selzaete
AMSTERDAM, Oct. 28..The evacua¬

tion by the Germans of Ghent. Bel¬
gium is in full swing, according to a

dispatch to the "Telegraaf" from Sas-
van-Gent. The last boats in Ghent are.
beirg hastily towed toward Selzaete,
near Cue Dutch frontier, south of Sas-
van-Gent, the dispatch adds.

TJL HEdifference between myMade-
to-Measure Suit at $30 to $60 and
a stiff-and-stodgy "ready-made" at
the same prices is the difference
between a race-horse and a cab-
horse. The first has a thoroughbred,
ped greed, high-mettled look.the
other is frankly a base-born hack.

A sprinkling of hand stitches cannot disguise the
"ready-made"- air, any more than an occasional
"cawnt" and "shawnt" can mask a lack of culture.
Get my body-gracing custom tit, my thoroughbred
custom style and my journeyman custom bench-work.

The Great War^1S39th Oav
THE DRIVE AT VALENCIENNES

In their new attack yesterday, on both sides oi Valenciennes, 'the
British occupied the shaded urea. The solid line indicates the battlefront.

Military Comment
By William L. McPherson

{Copyright, 1018, New york Tribune Inc.)

ripill-; Allied armios in Flanders
I have virtually destroyed the-*- line of the Scheldt as a bar¬

rier to their advance toward Ant¬
werp, Brussels and Mons. Valen¬
ciennes was occupied yesterday by
the British forces, after some lively
rearguard street fighting. To the
north of this city practically all of
the big bend of the river around the
Forest of Baismes has been cleared
by the British Fifth Army.

This army, which began to ap-
pear in the news very recently,
was the one commanded by Couch
last March. It was broken and
overwhelmed in the "first Luden-
dorff offensive west from St. Quen¬
tin. It was apparently reinforced
a.id reorganized during i he sum¬
mer and held as a reserve. After
the German retreat from the Lys
Valley salient it was brought into
iine between the Second Army and
the F rst Army. So that the dis¬
position of the Allied armies in the
north since the beginning of the Sep
tember offensiv1 on the Ypres fron*
has been from the coast down: 'flu
Belgian army, Dc Goutte's Frencr
army, the Second British Army, uu
der Plumer; the Fifth British Army
under Birdwood; the First Britisl
Army, under Home; the. Third Brit
ish Army, under Byng, and th<
Fourth British Army, under Raw
linson. Next to Rawlinson's arm;
is the First F rench Army, unde
Debeney. The appearance of th
Fifth British Army and the transfe
of De Göutte's army from the Mam
to Flanders gave the Allies a nil
merical preponderance in the nortl
and account in part lor (he ver
rapid progress which has been mad
in the last three or four weeks o
that long relatively quiescent sectc
of the Western front.

Th«' British Fifth and Second a
mies have now reached the Schel<
at many points between Vale:
ciennes and Tournai and h
tween Tournai and Oudenardt. Tl
French and Belgians, having fu
ther to go to reach the Scheldt, a

approaching it at Ghent, which, a
cording' to unofficial reports, t
Germans are already preparing
evacuate. West of Ghent the .'"
lied forces have crossed the Car
de Dérivation de la Lys.an arti
cial waterway running from t
Lys, southwest of Antwerp, to
point on the Belgian coast a lit
east of Zeehrugge. The distan
due west from Ghent to this eai
is only five miles.
A recent issue of the "Frankf

ter Zeitumr" contained a .-tateme
evidently inspired, to the effect tl
it is "not to Germany's int rest
make a slow defensive retreat ,"r
Belgium" and that "fighting th
will not be unnecessarily prolonj
a single day." This announcem
harmonizes with the no'icy out1 i
in Harón von Lanckên's letter
Cardinal Mercier, promising the
lease of Belgian political prison
and the return of Belgian civilii
deported to Germany.

Military prudence and politi
interest coincide m counselling
German retirement from Belgii
If Ludendorff had felt able to
fend Belgium Germany would ne
have asked for an armistice. *"

Germans are therefore trying
make a virtue of a plain mil it
necessity. The evacuation of I

gian soil is not a sacrifice made in
the interest of a "pence of justice"
by "a proud people accustomed to
victory," as Chancellor Prince Max
has just been telling the German
public. If is an unavoidable tribute
to the victorious strategy of Mar¬
shal Foch.

In order to reap the full fruits
of the breaking of the Scheldt, lino.
Foch began an offensive yesterday
east of Solesrnes ami Ce Catean
against the pendant to the Scheldt
position, connect ing Valenciennes
with the (¡crinan armies to the
south. The objective of this opér¬
ât,mi is Le Quesnoy, ten miles
southeast of Valenciennes, on the
railroad running to Avesnes and
Hirson. Lc Quesnoy lies on tin
northern side of the Forest of Mor
mal. Foch aims, at enveloping this
obstacle on the north b/ pushing
past Le Quesnoy, ano at enveloping
it on the south by driving down the
Valley of the Sambre River to Aul
noy. \uInoye is the junction poin
of the Valenciennes-Hirson railroad
aa .iie l.e Cateau-Maubcuge rail
road. Unce it. is reached the Ger
man forces now east of Le (.'afea;
will, have to go back to the Mons
Maubeuge-Hirson line, and all thi
section of Northeastern France wil
be redeemed.

In yesterday's attack the Britisl
reached Romeries early in the fore
noon, taking Li,000 prisoners. Thi
town lies live m des southwest o
Le Quesnoy and two miles north.
east of Solesmea. Only a short ac
vanee is now necessary in this r<
gion to bring Maubeuge under lone
distance artillery fire.

70 Germans Killed in Bias
UASLE. Oct. -.:. Seventy persoi

were killed and fifty wounded in si
explosion which occurred in a factoi
at Dessau, on the Elbe, sixty-sev«¡miles northwest of Berlin, other vitims are believed ..¦ be still m tiruins.

~

I Official Statements
i_,_,_I

FRENCH
PARIS (NIGHT)..There wita great

artillery activity on the Oise front.
Between the Oise und the Serre we

gained ground north «if Catillon du-
.Tomplc and carried our linen as f u a

the outskirts of Chcvresia-Ies-Dam is.

Further oaat we captured u v ood
which was energetically dofended to
the northeast of Mosbrocourt and
Richecourt. One hundred and fifty
pp...,,-,...-., remained in our hands.
There v.u., stubborn fighting dur¬

ing the «liy "'i the Serre-Souche
front. Our units succeeded .n de¬
bouching between Froidmont Cohar-
tille and Pierrepont nnd in maintain¬
ing themselves on the east hank op-
no ite tira icourt, tlespilo strong
German counter attack;!.
Southeast of the Aisne lively fight¬

ing wns carried on in the region of
Vouziers. The Germans attacked
tin« village of Terrón and our posi¬
tions cast of Vai'.dy, hut were re¬
pulsed with serious losses. Between

Olizy and Grandprd we captured
the Moulin Beaurepairo, taking pris¬
oners.

In Flanders the French army on
ffe right bank of the Lys hase made
progress, in the course of which
Waereghep was occupied and 200
prisoners taken.
PARIS (DAY). -On the Oise front

heavy artillery lighting continued
during the night.

The booty tak"ii by the troops of
the 1st Army in the fighting of Oc¬
tober 17 nnd 18 includes 81 cannon,
about 100 trench mortars, more than
700 machine guns and munitions de¬
pots and war material of nil kinds.
On the Serre front the enemy con-

tlnued to show h's vigilance and to
oppose by his machine gun (ire our
efforts to cross the Serre and the
Souche. Further cast we made prog-
res.-; between Nizy-le-Comte; and Le
Thour, taking prisoners.

BRITISH
LONDON (NIGHT)..The attack

this morning was delivered by An-
glo-Scottish troops of the Third and
Fourth Armies between the Sambre
Canal and the River Scheldt, south
of Valenciennes
An advance was made over coun¬

try that was difficult, over many
streams and through villages and
woods which were defended with
much resolution.

In the period of assembly an«!
the early stages of the battle the
hostile artillery displayed great ac¬

tivity with high explosives and gas
shells. We have fought our way-
forward, in spite of obstinate re¬

sistance, especially by the enemy'-;
artillery and machine guns.
Advnncing with great steadiness

some hours before dawn, our infan-
penetrated the enemy's defence

along the whole of the front, und at
an car'y hour had captured Pommc-
re'.r'l Forest, and Romcries. On the
extreme right there was strong re¬
sistance at the fortified farm of
Gimbrcmont and the railway near-
!>>. but at both places the enemy's
dpfei ce was quick'y overcome.

Left of the centre the village of
Beaurain, which was held by the
enemy with great tenacity, was
stormed by the English with the as¬
sistance of tanks.
On the left other English troops

crossed the Harpies River at an
r \ stage of the advance and capt¬

ar.«! Vertain.
During the morning we pressed on

over the whole of the front, carrying
the enemy's positions to a depth of
over three mijes, driving him from
many strongly defended vi'lu^es,
fa ms, woods and other localities or-
ganized for rei isl ar.e.-.
The English 25th Division had

hard fighting in the Bois Evequc,
but progressed through the wood.
East county troops, advancing to a

depth of three and a half miles,
captured Bouse (Bousies?).
The Anglo-Scottish troops secured

,« ssings of the Harpies at the Ven-
degies Wood and captured Vendegie
«i läge. English ami New Zeaianders
operating an their left reached the
outskirts of Neuville und established
themselves on the high ground north¬
west of the viii.ige. Farther north
the village of Escnrmain was capt¬
ure«!.
In these highly successful opera¬

tions several thousand prisoners and
many guns were capture.! by our
troops, whose advance is continuing
on ;hc whole of .Tie front.
LONDON (DAY). At an early

hour this morning our troops at-
tacked on the Le Cateau-Solesmes
frort and arc reported to be making
good progress.
Further north, between Valen-

ciennes and Tournai, we have taken
Bruay and reached the west bank of
the Scheldt at Bleharics and Espain.
Considerable resistance was encoun¬
tered on this front yesterday and
sharp fighting took place, in which
our troops, pressing the enemy vig¬
orously, inflicted many casualties
upon him and drove him from his
positions, capturing a number of
pri oners.

AMERICAN
WASHINGTON, Oct. 22. On the

the Verdun front we have maintained
and ext( nded our gains of the pre¬
ceding days. Violent counter attacks
on our new positions on Ilil! '-"'7 and
in the Hois des Kappes brought the
enemy only severe losses, our line
remaining everywhere intact. Fur-
Hier east our troops have taken the

Rois <)o Foret, capturing seventy-fiveprisoners. Artillery nre has in¬
creased in intensity and aviation has

rm
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been moro active on both sides of
the Meuse.

In the Woevre in the course of a
successful raid our troops captured
twenty-five prisoners.

GERMAN
BERLIN (NIGHT)..On both sides

of Solesmes and Le Catcau we frust¬
rated a renewed attempt of the
British to break through. Violent
fiijrhtinjr came to a standstill on the
line of St. Martin, Neuville, Bousies,
Or.s and Catillon.
On the north bank of the Serre,

on both sides of Vouziers and went
of Grandpre attacks by the French
broke down, as did also heavy at¬
tacks by American troops on both
banks of the Meii3e.
BERLIN (DAY)_Fighting in the

Lys lowland continues. The enemy
launched vicient a! tucks on both
ides of Deynze. North of the town

they wore repulsed and south of the
town they were brought to a .stand¬
still west of the Deynze-Olsene road
by a counter attack. East of C;mr-
trai we were pressed back from the
western outskirts of Vichte to the
eastern outskirts. On both sides of
that place strong enemy attacks
broke down. The beig-hts near Krei-
berg were held in bitter r.rrhting
against the assaults of the. enemy,
which were renewed four times.
There were partial engagements in
the Scheldt lowlands and on both
sides of Tournai and Valencienes.
South of Marie (northeast of Laon)-

we evacuated the temporarily de¬
fended bridgehead at the junction of
the Serre and Souche and withdrew
our line behind the brook sector. On
the Aisne we repulsed violent at¬
tacks on both sides of Nantcuil.
On the east bank of the Aisne and

on bol h sides of Vouziers and of
Olizy the engagements have assumed
greater extent. Behind the strong¬
est artillery aeCon the enemy at¬
tacked early in the morning between
Terrón and Falaise and also between
Olrizy anil Beauchpaire. On the
heights west of Bal'ay the attack
gained some jrround, but on the rest
of the front it broke down. In the
afternoon the enemy, after renewed
artillery preparation, advanced to
the attack, "Xn a stubborn defence we
he'd the height east of Chestres
against several assaults of the en¬
emy, who was in superior number-.
On the rest of the front, also, the
enemy was repulsed with heavy
losses.
Between the Argonno and the

Meuse and between the Meuse and
the Moselle there was lively noctur¬
nal artillery fighting. Partial en-
gagements west of the Meuse and
west of the Moselle (American sec¬
tors) were without special result.

30,000 Serbians Die
in Bulgarian Camps

Britons, Just Released, Tell of
Atrocities Committed by

the Enemy
LONDON, Oct. 23..The first party

of 1,000 British prisoners taken by the
Bu'garians and liberated under the
peace agreement between that country
and the Allies, passed through Sofia
yesterday en route to Salónica, accord¬
ing to a dispatch to "The Mail" from
the Bulgarian capital. They reported
that because of 111 treatment at ths
hands of the Bulgars, 30.000 of the
50,000 Serbians in Bulgarian prison
camps have died.

SALÓNICA, Oct. 23..During their oc¬

cupation of the Greek town of Seres
the Bulgarians not only deported many
of the population, but alco treated
harshly those left in the town. The
fust persons to be deported were the
priests, professors and other well-
kn vvvn person a.

The holy books of the Greek churches
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and the school books of the Greek
schools were burned and replaced by
Bu'garian books. The residents of
Seres, having refused for several
months to attend church services in
the Bulgarian language and to send
their children to schools where only
Rulgarian was taught, suffered terrible
punishment.

Captain Ghesgief, the Bulgarian
commandant at Seres, according to the
residents there, took the lead in loot¬
ing the houses and in mistreating
Greek women and girls.

Winant Escapes Germans
Word has just been received here

that Cornelius Winant, son, of Mrs.
Frederick Winant, of 103 East Seventy-
first Street, who was taken prisoner
by the Germans early in the spring of
this year, when ho was flyin-x in the
French aviation service, has escaped
and is now in France. Young Winant
was believed to have been k'"ed.
The young aviator was a student in

Princeton when he went to France in
1915 to drive an ambulance. A'ter six
months of that work on the Western
front he was sent to Salónica. While
there he won the Croix de Guerre.

Italians Drive Back
Austrians in Albania

ROME, Oct. 22. -Austrian rearguards
in Albania, hard pressed by Italian
cavalry and Albanian detachments,
have retired to north of the Matia
River, thirty miles north of Elbasaii
(northeast of Durazzo), according to
an official statement from the Italian
War Office to-day.

Yank Aviator Downs One,
Fights Six Enemy 'Planes

WITH TUE AMERITAN ARMY
NORTHWEST OF VERDUN, Oct. ^2
itv the Associated Press). Lieuten¬

ant Sidney White, of Elizabeth City. N.
i '., to-day brought down a German

two-seater airplane and fought nT
five other enemy machii cani
to its assistance.
Lieutenant V.'icr Cook, of A:

Ind., brought down a

Major Emery Free;
Safe in Copenhagen

Guaranty Trust's Representa¬
tive in Russia Had Been
Prisoner in Germany

COPENHAGEN, Oct
Ifenry ¡rosbj Em< Ru
si ntative of the

of N w i'ork, ¦ ;¡-
prisoner by the Germans
Irlands last March, hi
from impriso n
arrived in Cop<
Major Emery is a formerin Yale University an

bi '.. of the Amer ;an rariff
sion appointed by Pr< sii
went to Pe'trocrad in S< P >

to represent the Guaranty Tru*t I
pany and was marri« ¡n Petr
July. I'll?. Wri
number of other r
travelling from Rue
way of the Aland !
when arrested by the Germ: n-, b
the only member of the
molested. Tr Finn
deavored to obtaii
vain. He wa
later to several ot'r.
Germany.

Two Naval Aviators Are
Thought Prisoner.«; of War
WASHINGTON, 0c1

ants Kenneth Mac!
111., and Artemu > I
Iowa, naval a\ ii
in is -ítiít for several d<:.\ ¦>,
to have been taki
Ilepartment was a ;~

Vice-Admiral Sims.

A merchant and a

financier resigned as

trustees, because.

APROMINENT merchant
of this city and an equally

prominent financier were -ap¬pointed under the will of a friend
to handle his large estate.

Neither had the time nor the
inclination to give to the details
of handling the estate. Both re¬

signed, under the condition that
this Company should serve in
their stead.
Consider whether your friend
can afford to take the time and
responsibility of handling your
estate. This Company is organ¬ized for that purpose, and our
officers will be glad to talk to
you about our ability to serve.

Ask for booklet "The First
Step in Making Your Will."
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Downtown Office: Astor Trust Office:
16 WallStreet fifth Avenue at 42d Street


