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" The Amerlcan Lbrary Association and the Soldier

he

American Library  Association

FUR {he past véar and a half

has béen hiding its light under a |

pushel.

slongs performing & most important ser-
vice for our fighting men, modestly re-
aseds; quite content to let its work speak
1 thelf. But its days of secltition are
gier and the time has ¢ome when it must
st otib from behind s bookeases and
saelve the plaudits of its grateful fel-
jgw esunitrymen.

Th ke sure; we have all known in a
ague sort of wAy that the Amefican
Liprary Association was supplying read-
ik matter to our men in the service.
fis have seen the poster of the soldier
«ith the huge pile of books in his arms
ihich adorns the steps of the Public
Library.
unance, we have depleted our book-

Ingpired by his smiling coun- |

It has been plodding steadily |

hraty on every transporf; 9,011,510 acc-

ond-hand volumes have béen collested and
placed in eireulation; nearly 6,000,000
new volume shave been purchased, more
thah 5,000,000 eopies of periodicals have

. betm distributed to eur men i the ser-
{raining from proclaiming its good !

vice, and there is a library serviee in
charge of a trained librarian in every
military hospital.

Mr. Raymond B. Fosdick, in a letter
to the officers of the American Library
Aszsoeiation, writes;

“Just back from France, 1 want io

| exp¥ess my keen appreciation of what

1

“ipdlvés ta add to his store, (And in this |

whrgetion 1 take the liberty of hoping
fiet the philanihrople soul whe sent a
tll set of “The Flsie Baoks' and “The
Young Mother’s Guide” for the delecta-
iign of our fighting men was not among
“jur gertle readers.)

The fact that it is one of the seven |

important civilian war work organiza-
fions ineloded in
(ampaign  which

begins

he United War Work |
to-morrow |

the American Library Association is do-
ing fov our treops abrosd. 1 found vou
tioeke everywhere, from seapott buses to
fraont-line trenches. 1 found them in
hospitals and dressing stations, in seat-
tered villages in the training area where
our men are billeted, and in remote parts
of France where our forestry I.H"HTm are
carrying on their lonely worlk.

' Books as an Antidote

morning shows the importance attached |

jy i work by the War Départment.

| Three and & half million dollarg is the |

i et for which the Library War Ser-

i fb striving, DMayhe at first thought | «

{iid seeffia a great denl of oney o put
iifd bboke, but if you conld fealize the
iMgleiilable anount of jéy that it
#ill Bring into the lives of the hoys who
e serving with the colors on lanid and

pe oversunbscribed in
nd a half minutes.

A Bird’s-Eye View of
Books and War

A% & peneral bird's-bye view of the
my this money is to be expended,
fi 15 a statement of the work which
ihs Library War Sefvice has aceom-
pliabed up to October 1. Tt has estab-
lish#d forts-three libraries of 30,000 vol-

" umes in the larger training camps, 300
it the smaller ¢campas and army poets,

[#8 in faval and marine stafions, 350
bianthes overseas, 1,547 branch libraties
and stations have been éstablished in the
huts, canteens, clibiooms and hestsse
bouses, 406 vessels and naval stadions
have lbmries, and thefe i& a deck li-

43, that three and a half million would |
Jjust about three !

For “Geing Nuts!"

Lieufefant Derr, the son of Hheza
Childe Dorr, who has just been invalided
Hatnie, fells of an experience which he
had sitting eramped up all day inm a dug-
out with five or six eompanjons waiting
for the #atkness to come wn so that
they “could get another crack at Lhe
Boches.” They had nething fo road hut
an old magamne, which they (i-idel and
devoured, advertisements and 211,
“Going nuts,” sa¥s Licutenant Dorr,
i3 one of the few things that the Toys
in the trenches dread, and nobody hack
heme can ever redlize\what books moin
in relieving the mental and nervous ten-
cioh of the trenches when the men are
relieved and come out. After days of
action any sort of book is a hiz mental
antidete in forgetting tHe hoirors that
they have seen and gone through., The
men who ‘zo nuts’ are those o oeantt
fet their minds off of it. Can you imag-

whi

ine how much goad a rattling adventure |

stery would do them?”

s the same story with the men in
the navy. The crew of the submarine
destroyer Hail with childish delight the
instalment of the litle likrary of Afty
books which is placed on shelves seatly
fitted under the berths and which they
can exthange al auy port where the
Library War Service has a station.

A Fine Type of Camp
Libtary at Pelham Bay

Many of the camps have new library
buildings in charge of a trained libra-

The Dignity

By ANNE LEWIS PIERCE
Iirnetor, Trilmne Tnetstrfé

OME people cat for fun, some as a
Eground for conversatiom, tome
a8 a foreground for a smoke; some
& 8 fhey can 7o on, as we stoke a fur-
e ard ciherz flove™ their foo0d as one
@pp snneets and the odor of flowerw
Sime eat armything that will not give
e hedigestion and others cat what
they know will
There is the High Teble at King’s Col-
gy where there is always a feast of
fason and a flow of soul along with the
Iw§ and drink—and there are family
ables where all the sorrows and petty
Hﬂﬁhm of the day and the ghortcom-
Bp of the family are discussed; where
Wfimonicus diseussions and argument
BMk# i impessible for the digestive
flees ip floy !

beme Professional Aspects
# Housskeeping

Atd now tomes “The Journal of the
Aierican Medical Association” with a
imely word on the dighity of dietefics.

pundervis, doesn’t it? It fsn't.

sl Jolirnais extant that has eénough
WA 4nd breadth to be iluminating
B ke everyday persor. “The Journal”
iy editorial on “War-Time Difficulties

Ahe new movement 1A Homa eco-

iace of such emergeéncies it
lh medical profession te Wwel-

Mt

tu m negting ux%e ﬁr

0. Al
b arn no lon
'“‘Wltb hovsehold arts.
a- with which substitutive cereals
Py _employed in cookery through-
hu!! United "States within the last
thb. From the primaty schools
for women out girls are
the dignity of home pco-
theundej;lmg eciences, Our
18 all too slow in ruhzmql'
Y

Rule of

T ByNO

ithess the

onal dietitfan and to the
Fse, but also {6 the nation at
ug dignity the art of

Paragraph ought to settle any
. 4% o the professional statue of
] hp“‘t- If your housekeeping is a
m Srely, with no content of “why
M, that is because you have
Weal of your job-<not because the
¢ one.
o us have been asle to Torget
n on “What {1 feels 1ike to |
1 our veguler job after read-
"ar news,” or to bpnish from |
¥islon his picture of the fool-

en this coustry a |
{h: !mmed :a bﬁngﬁhdp

tian, where the wen ean read ur stuidy
n quiet surrogndings, w '.n is |r1rm
sible in the huts, where the phonog
silent.  Pelham Hay has s

and rows of book-

neyer

fireplace sad com-

fortabie \'Hndw! chairs filled from 9 in
the morning until * “taps' sound at night
with men in blue saflor blonzes,

“What sort of books do they read?”
I asked Miss Galloway, the librarian.

“Every sort,” <he yeplied, “hut only
abeut 85 per cent ave fetion, You would
e surprised at thé hooks they ask for,
Poetry is extremely popular, und there
are estls for all sorts of technieal booka.
Here are the requests which we had ves-
terday,”™ and she pave me an envelope
eontaining slips of paper on which Eh
men had written the titles af bhooks that
were nat on ehelves hut which they wished
to vead. They ineluded Rilex's poems,
Mazefield's poems=, a4 tock on
Atting, @ trigonometry, a Gresk
a hook by Henty,«"*More
tiray's works” treatise
Lalmine.

Ne Red Tan= Binds the

steam-
gTam-
of Zane
an oem-

1T,

and a

Travels of These Books

Tomy mind one of the most adimirable
points ahout the work of Liby
war Service is {he absenee of ved tane,
IT, for instonde, woman in Camp Merritt

L or Peiham Bay wants a book to eram
for an exam., he jotifios (he Hhearian:
she telephenes in fo the “dizpateh nﬁ'i.-r-"
it New York, and in less than a duy
the volume is in the man’s Bande.

A man in the serviee who is e
cversens call o zo inln the Fagle Hut in
Brrant Park and select from the shelves
any boeks whiell he would like to ead

| on the voyaze. Tle can return these at
the Paris headquarters of the Lilvary
War Service, or. if he prefers, Lo ean
pass them on to his comrades. 8o longe
as the books are kept in circolaticn the
Library Assoeiation i conient,

Réd Cross nurses, Y. Gi. (1 AL workers

or members of other war | il vrpaniza-

riou-
The

S Umr thes
men

can
lhs-
supplied witl

2 qdi
YROSDUY S #

¢

vies in
tather a novel ~anner, ere is al-
ways at least one war worker. o Y. M. |
U, A map. a member of the Salvation
Avmy or of sume Eindred orcaniaation

ot borrd, and he Is given a5 man 1 pases

does not pretend to supervice the read-
mg of the mén whom it serves. It does
ot even altempt to improve their taste

in literature, but it sees that nothing
hut elean, whaleznme reading malter
finds ‘a place on itz shelver or in ite

packing loxes.  And vet the educational
work ahich is being fostered by the Li-

brary War Service iz incaleulable. Boys

Sick or well, indoors ar out,

Btk s the will allow
him to carey. are litted
with shelvas on which the books dre ars
ranged.  They arve placed on the
of the transpogt, the unsereywed
and the men invited to help themselves,
On the last day of the voyage the man
in charge collects the wvolumes, serews
down the covers and the cases arve ready
to bie zent to the men in the trenches.

The American Library

fovermment
These vases

CoOvers

deck |

Assoviation |

“the boys" crave books

whose: college courses were inlerrupted
by their going into the serviee find tima
in their ieisure hours to carry un their
studies by means of the books which the
Library War Service provides
Thousands of our men are studying for-
eigh languages. French, Ttalian and
Bpanish, and thousands of others who
gpeak FEnglish with diffieulty are im-
[\ru\"i-m' their knowledge with the kelp
af these books. Men who before they

for then.

@ntered the service were engaged in vari-
ous {rades keep up to date in their own
line of work by reading the latest tech-
nieal books on the subject. And beside
@il this hundreds of men who liave never
read to any extent before, stimulated by
the example of their comrades, become
veritable Oliver Twists, with mental ap-
petites thet are never satisfisd,

50 much for the service which the
American Library Association is render-
ing our men who are still in active ser-
vice, but what of those who have been
disabled by ens wounds or shell
shock, and who are doomed to spend
thelr days in long white wards of
the military .:I naval hospitals? One
need oo than
pital for
this big,

' the house

oy

the

no fur
The

quest

Hey
| bronx
The

oSS

H gl wer
cheerful toom

which is used

Miss Blanche C(ialloway,

[.ibrarian af the Camp Hut,
Pelham Bay

as a library is crowded from morning
till night with men in all stages of con-
valescence, from those who are whesled
across the covered passage frum
ward by u white-robed nurse ta those

L

| another,

the base hos. |
to |

| wagon laden
1 in Between the beds

| T told

who wander about froi) one bookeass to
apparently quite hale and
hearty.

A Mental Physician
With Books for Pills

Extraordinary ¢aire is taken in the se-
lection of books for a hospital; there
must be nothing mo-bid or unwholesome
in these; neither must they be dell.
A bright detective story or a love tale
with “they lived happily forever after”
a8 the ending are the most detirable.
The respensibility of the hospital libra-
rian is great. She acts as a kind ef
mental physician to the patients, A
man who has suffered a complete Yose of
memory {s given th+illing detective sto.
ries or tales of adventure which will
keep him interested and prevent his
breoding over the question of his lost
identity. A shell shock victim muet
have less escitable tales, but the bobks
that he reads must e amusing.

The servics at the base hospital does
not end with the men who are able to

join the gathering in the big, sunnw
library. Every dsy Miss Jones, the
librarian. makes a tour of the hospitsl
wards, pushing Lefore her a little tee

with beoks. This iz wheeled
nnd the sick men

make their selections. Very few mo-
called  “heavy”™ lIwioks are included
in_ the piles on that little wagom.
il poetry is considered the proper
mental food for these invallds. Diseet!-
they begin to vonvalesve, Lawever, thei~
minds anyarially crave soniething mers

subsfantial nod they are pil o a dien
af hiztory, philpsophy or any technices!
winrks in which they mav Le interegitsd.

A wize has pital Hibrarian ecan d6
vast amount of geod. She can often help

1 man to readjust his entire manner or
living, There 4 man who
had lost a leg and received & bad wowud
in ihe lung at Chateau Thizrry. He had
heen a bailder, but his
injuries marde resumption of this type
of work impossible, and he waz very
low-snitited over his future. The libra
u=er Wit interest in the study of
and before left the recon
structien hospital lie had received an ap-
pointment for the purchase of lnmber.
Can you =ee the part the Library Wer
Service {5 destined o play in the great
repohstruction perind after ot ir hoys come
home from across the Rhine? And have
you enough about the uses to

was a case of

confractor and

Fldail are

Wionds, he

| which that three and a half million dol-

the

lars are to be put to make you want to
add your mite to help in the work the
American Library Association is doing?

| If go. I am content.

War, Science and Domestic Service

of Dietetics

zh, beruffied. be-slippered, old-woman-
izh man playing tiddlywinks in a rocking-
ehair.

Howneekeeping isn't tiddlywinks by anv
manner ¢f means, even in peace. Mar

| apect the building materials that go into

keting brings yom in touch with the real |

economie problems of the day, and sym-
pathetie but intellizent dealing with your

, Tetailer means better food for less money

ii one of the few autboritative Léch- |

ital Dictetics™ bas this to edy |

“‘5 %nc BERN |

and a real coptribution to the solving of
our desperate problem of food distribu-
tion.

The servant problem has its root deep
in Bolahevikism, and is a part of the
“woman in industry” problem and the
whole readjustment of our attitude tow-
ard “domestie service.”
tetics with dignity will attract a very dif-
ferent eclass of women to domestic ser-
vice. Bee the servant problem big, ih re-

lation to the whole, or you can have |

peither the patience nor the wisdom to
cope with it at all.

And the foed itself. The oldtime dreary
round of three mesals s day and dish-
washing new means, if one raises one’s
eyes above the dishpan, a vision of starv-
ing children te be fed all over Kurope

and alee.thronghout one’s own state and |

in one’s own city. In the home it means
cnovsing food that insures enerzy and
efficient living for the grown-ups anid
building strong, vital bodies for eur chil-
dren, bedies in which their minds: and
gpirita can live happily and serve cihers,
unfettered by a nagging physical en-
vironmefit. Building children's bodies
aright is the eartying on of woman's
most highly specialized job. Ali these
big possibilities are in the market basket,
along with the milk and butler, spinach
ond cheese, if we have the ingight 16 see
them.

A New View of an

| Old Job

Under war pressure we are gefting an |

active consciousness of what these things
mean.
to us by seeing that our nation-wide
thrift, not sactrifice, can feed whale na-
ticns, and we realize what spendthrifte
weé have beehi. The lessons of war dar-

~vled out Into times of peace, when the

abnormal demands no longer need to be
met, would make some of the desert
places in our cities Blossom like the rose.
It will mean much if we can only keep
this feeling of responsibility when the

We are having it brought home |

war is over, this larger sehee of profes- |

slonel, elvic housekeéping, and not
“glump' back into our old narrow ruls,
géeing only our own isolated brick of sep-
vice, with no vision of the gréat structure
into which it fits, .

With the coming.of-the vote wonien
will have a chance to “dignify the mrt of

dietelics'” Lo the point of sesuming re- |

‘aponstbility for every hungry,
; nourished child in the community.

under-
We in- ,

T

every building thal poes up: wha should
%6

he less eareful of the builidine mate-

e S, P v

vigls of the bodies of little men
women in the making—their food?
W

and

wwe o debr o

“The Journal of the | of

American Medical Association” for put-
ting the proper emphasiz on this branch
woman's work -~ Feeding the fa:'nih‘"

Shall the Hands That Murder«
Childhood Make Our Toys?

By JOSEPHINE BENNETT SCOTT

HE world stops to smile at the
perfect trust of the French ehild
in our Amerjean soldier and sail-
or. Their complete understand-

ing seems not in the least affected by

both knowing the languapge of love.
When we were so rudely awakened
from “our deep dream of peace” our
greatest shock came from the German in-
vaders' treatment of children. Introduc-

| their net speaking the same language— |
Endowing die- | e e i

havder for a foreigner tu visit their
i scliools than their Reichstag.

An  American sailor; looking

had impressed him most,
boy froze

snapped out, “The children.”

| little fellows who are trying to take care

of themselves with what is given them by
American sailors., He melted so entirely

ing kindergartens and quoting bits of
Froabel, we had pictured Germany as the
nation that niost appreciated and gave
the greatest care tu childhood. After
the first drive we knew that, whila they
hogan with the child in order to build the
kind of men they needed fov “Der Tog”
they were alse learning that the most
pffectual way to annihilute a people is by
breaking or exterminating the children.

Just what tralning in cruelty has
heen given their soldiers is not known.
Abotit the end of the nineteenth dertury
Plosser wrote that far vears it had been

that tears were not far off when he told

of cne little curly-haired boy., “That lit-
tie kid,” he said “was ouly nine years old,
but he talked like an old man. He had
lost his father and motlier in the first
German drive, but would never talk about
them. Our crew beught liim a sailotsuit
and he was just ahout the proudest kil
you ever saw when he went away with it
on, A few days later he came back with-
out it. He had sold it for semethine to
eat. His appearance chmxe«l how hin-
gry "he Had Been. At first he wouldn't

eat with us, because he o\'pmlm‘! in his

ahout |

eighteen, who had stayed in a port “over |
| there" for some weeks, was asked what |
Instantly the |
into the fighting man and | g
| Oh! I'd have given
He gradually thawed and told of brave | Aken LalE L "“?"‘ 0
| boy sailor froze up again.

| gpium and France.
| wonder of childhood with nameless terror,
| One
| these villages to cure for

pub- Y too-old way we needed all the food we
had, but he would take the pennies we '

gave and buy food in the village,

“Some of the boys saw him staring
down into the water so strangely.
While they were talking to him ha eaid,
‘The witer looks like a good place to rest!”
all my pay to have
Then the

Germany has sent a conszignment of
toys to the children of America. She algo
has martyred thousands of helpless chil-

dren in the bombarded villages of Bel-
She has replaced the

went into
the children
says thatthey averaged between twoand
four years of age and most of m will
not know their own names when older.
The hands thet tore away these .-hlliir\en 5
natiiral protectora are the hands td.t
! have made in past vears the toys tha
brought joy to the children of the “Dﬂrl
averywhere,

American woman who

and tortured
it haz stnod in her
it that the =ame

Grermany has murdered
_childhond wherever
n.nh Can we

hear

. hands should offer jov to our children?

Housekeeping

both in its literal and 1ts broader sense,
al & time when so many new
sounding

calls are |
alluringly in women's ears, and |

some of the new fields seem to offer bhig- |

ber, better jobs only because we have
done our special work in such an ama-
teurish way in the past. Hlome economics
and dietetici—these can tax any woman's
ability to the utmost if she has any com-
prehension of their possibilities.

T Gently Bred Women as General

| TIECTERAYY

Servants

' I VHOSE Cinderellas of women's war

work, the girls, many of tiem

zoently born and highly educated,
who have cheerfully slaved as general
servants sinve tne war, in hospitals and
hostels, washing the dishes, scrubbing
the floors, sweeping and dusting and
cooking the meals, have at last feund a
champion. To drive the wounded in an
ambulance under fire i a thrilling
venture, nursing them in hospitals ap-
peals to the ministering angel in woman,
but the daily round and commen tazk of
the kitchen is a nhnso of war work s
but eertainly lacking in l}u

| pieturesque or the ;rrf"' 1cvila;
Blessed Be
Drudgery
Yet many hundeeds of English girl

I other

| humdrum,

id yuung |'-1 mmd women of high soe ..'
3 wre gladly rendering this form of
A, D. hospitals w
nurting institutions at home and
in France, and are quietly pursuing thelr
war-time task of houremaid,
kitchen maid and “general” without the

decorations, “mentions” and social fame
which come to other classes of war
workers.

The hercism of the girls of rentle

sth and Dreeding who have deliberately
undertaken to work on the domestic staffs
s0 impressed Miss Tennyson Jesse,
who has been studying ihe various as-
peets of women's war serviece in France,
that she thinke there should be a special

hll':

| medal for giris who have worked as gen-

eral servants during the war withoot—
as she puts it—"a thrill of "romance to
support them."

“All the voluntary camps I have seen,
all the hostels, the rest stations, and
many hospitals, are staffzd by voluntary
domestic help,” says Miss Jesse in “The
Sword of Deborah.” the hook which con-
first-hand impressions of the
British Women's Army in France, “and
the girls they wait upon, the drivers and
secretariex and suchlike are eager in
recognition of them. But that seems to
me about all the recognition they do pet:
they get no ‘snappy parts,’ ne photo-
graphs in the picture papers, no song=
are sung of them, no reward is theims in
the shape of medal or ribbon, nothing

tains her

al the Front

hut the
or rugs

sense cf

duly

a dish properly clegned
swept under.”

Miss Jesse instances the care of the
Hotel Bristol at Boulogne, the headquar-

ters of the British Red Cross, where all

Eed Cross people going on leave or ar-
riving in Frauce via Boulogne have to
report. Practically all of them want a
meal and many of them a bed

In addition, the permanent wtaff

| amounts to nearly 130 people and the
 bulk of the domestic work is done by
| seventeen young Voluuteer Aid Depart-

| a moment during the day,”

ment girls. The average number eof

meale served = 2700 a week.

The Spirit Behind

the Task
“Four or Uve girls act as waitresses in

the um:n;r room, and three are always in

the pantry, which must never be left for

she saye; “so

it will be seen that the headquarters of

ad- |

the Red Cross is a eort of hotel except
thut nobody pays. There are French
servants to do the roughest work, but
the girls have plenty to do without that.
The house taff begins work ut 7 o'cloek
in the morning;: at 7:50 in the evening
they gtart to turn out the forty-twe of-
fices, which they sweep and dust every
day. They wash all the tea things (net
the dinner ¢ arnid clean al] the sijver
and tHiaHe and do all the
3 good list of oceups-
carmed out on such a

heds

tiGis
huge scale?
“The girls are well locked after. for
it must not be forgotien that some of
them arve not more than eighteen and
their parents in England have a right to
demand that th chiidren should be at
onee guarded and cheered. No Red Cross
gir] iz allowed out after 9:30 o'elock in a
restaurant, and none i allowed Lo

dine out unuccompanied 1wther girl.
“The uumm_'\ tafi at T.ne Red Cross

Hotel for the relatives of wounded at

2 . consists of cook, parlor maid and

‘tween)' with ope chauffeuse.” [A
“tweeny,” by the way, ranks between a
housemaid and a parlor maid. There are
fine distinctions in rank in “service” in
England.] “They have troubles of their

| own, too, members of thet staff, In the
| big kitchen, where among the dishes on

| fair-haired cook

- tiom.

the table a pink hyacinth bloomed, the
so busily t\orking was
just back from a leave in England thal
was to have been a marriage leave, had
not her flancé been killed the day before

he wis to join her. Now she ia among
her pote and pans apain. and smiling
still. as 1| ean testif The tmn"
who also describes he { as a boot- bot
i£ 8 young war

Drud ;:r’“'\ is L.iﬂluﬁd a8 well as blesseq
wnen we do with our might what eu
hand finds to do. Recognition of the fine

quality of ceaseless everyday sarvic:
should bring finer folks to it.  Anothe:
leszon perhaps to wring from our was
strugeles. —Bieitish Biuseair of liformn



