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Germany's Captain Kid
The ex-Kaiser's histrienic instinets
would be flattered if {he Allies sent him
{0 some new Elba or St. Helena. lle al-
ways aped Napoleon., The tribute of
jsland exile would round out his career
with a proper Napoleonic anti-climax.
But the Allies are not bothering them-
selves about histeric parallels. They are
not in a4 mood to Willinme 11's
megalomania. In their cyes he is more
of a West Indian huccaneer than a twen-
tieth century Corsican,

hamor

As the German
“*War Lord” and the responsible initiator
of the German programme of wholesale

murder on the high seas he has hes |
come an international eriminal. They

naturally prefer to deal with him in that
role. He was a mediocre ruler, states-
man and stratepist. But he will remain
ons of the most notoriaus sea outlaws in
history.

The ex-Kaiser's status a8 a refupee in
Holland has heen thorvoupghly irvegular.
He entered Duteh tevritory claiming to
he @ privale eitizen. Bul there was no
evidence at the time that he had actually
abdicated. 1Ile was tyo husy saving his
skin and transporting into neutral terri-
tory the hoarded food supplies which
would enable him to live in luxury to ful-
fil the formalities of a renunciation af
his ¢laims to the Prussian throne, He
grossly imposed on the confiding Duteh.
Recently, a= an aftevthought, he has pub-
lished the text of a letter of abdication:

He could have been interned oviginally
a% g German of
colors,  DBut le be-
came a merve German civilian, subject Lo

aftor b abidicated
extradition on c¢hivges bhronght azainse
him by the Germun government. The
simplest solution would have heen to send
him across the German frontier and let
the new German republic settle aceounts
with him.

Holland did not heatir herself to get
rid of an embarrassing guest in that
easy way. The German povernment was
also too gecupiod keoping afloat to wasie
any energy teving to recover the peraon
al the [ucitive
portunity passe

K riepeheir,  Sotho op-
i to restoee Wikt 1T iy

ithe bozony ol hia 1'|-"r[J]|_- hietore the
had begun to concern themselyes
hig activitiez in oxile or his destiny,
Holland van harvdly vosist a demand for
Yiis surrender. He sought Dutch hespl-
tality under false pretences. He has di-
vested himself of hiz quality as an officer
and as a ruler. But crime is personal.
He remains a monumental eriminal, If
the Allies ask for niz delivery as a pirate
no international conventions ¢an protect
him, for piracy is an offence against in-
ternational a3 well as national law.
William I1 has sunk Duteh merchant
vessels and commitled murder on their
paszengers and crews. How ean Holland
argue that she owes him an asylum?
Even if she is willing to forgive him she

with

fieer who had deserted the

Allies,

cannot contend that she has n rvight to |

shelter him from punishment at
hands of other tations whose citizens and
subjects—men, women amd childven—he
hag wantonly slauchtered,

Napoleon was never charped with mur-
der. lle exiled as a froublesome
politival prisener. The Allies do not
want to punish William Ul for his politi-
cal offencez. They have no fear of him.
They want to try him as the last and
greatest of the sea pivates—as the assas-
pin of the Lusitania and the Sussex, the
ghoul who ordered the destruetion Ywith-
out trace” of passenger and even hospi-
tal ships.

The laws of the sea are the laws of all
nations. Hé has broken them. Holland
can indict him as well as Great Britain,
France or the United States. And Hol-
land has no moral or legal vight to pre-
vent his trial elsewhere if she doesn’t
care to undertake it herself,

To himself William II may look like
another Napoleon, To the rest of the
world he iz only ancther Cuaptain Kidd,

WHS

Cheap Wheat in Australia

1t reads quecrly that the Australian
government is offering a million tons of
wheat at 67 pence minimum, or about
$1.18 per bushel, while our government
has guaranteed a base price of $2 26
for all the wheat produced in this coun-
try till the ond of the erop senson of
1919. In reality, the Australien wheat
offer is just a gell-off of n small quantity,
to make room for tho new crop now comi-
ing on. The whole whent crop of Austyn-
lia does not cqunl thut of two or three
of our iﬂl‘ﬁnﬂ wheat states, and the

| The

whole surplus in that country now would
go only part way to meet the deficit of

Bul the price for the Australian wheat
serves to vemind us of what a miracle
the world's transportation service has
hocome.  Ordinarily the price in Mel-
bourne and Sydney vitally affects the
return to the farmer in Tdaho or Rus-
gin,  The war has temporarily blocked the
channels of communication. They will
spon reepen, and even the famine threat-
ened in Russia may be averted. But no
more than two or three centuries ago
famines were chronic amd universal,
even in the richest countries in Kurope.
But a little back of Shakespeare's day,
aven in lngland there was famine in one
part. while plenty ruled in another.

That greed which is supposed to in-
spire commerce has in this brief time
removed a curse that must have made
great populations miserable through ten,
twenty, perhaps fifty thousand years,
eradication of famine, once the
haunting dread of the nations, is per-

haps one of the largest single benefi- |

cences ever conferred upon the human
race,

Mr. Hearst Heads the Procession

Mayor Hylan has been moved by the
criticism {hat he is unenthusiastic in
greetings to veturning soldiers. This
hag been corrected. No less a person
than Mr. William Randolph Hearst has
been appointed a committee of one to go
to Washington and arrange with Secre-
tary Baker and Secretary Daniels for
suitable greetings.

Certainly no mora suitable appoint-
ment could have been made than that of
My. Hearst. If anybody has the right
to welcome our soldiers home, it iz Mr.
Hearst. He is not only glad to see them
hack; he never wanted them to go.
When he arranges his first parade the
procession will, of course, display a sign
bearing these words from Mr. learst's
American of May 17, 1917

To threw away our one strategic ad-
vantage by sending our fleets and armies
dway from their home bages to ho parts
of a Buropean offenzive which has prac-
tically hroken down is @ blundering pro-
posal that would make a real stratogist
gasp and that will cost us dear if we

aecede to it . . .
Qur money, like our armics ind our
floets, should beo eoticentrated at  ils |

home bases and not dispersed abroud.

We presume Mayor Hylan will wish

column, There is surely the right place
to fling ouf the words written by Mr.
Hearst on March 9, 1918:

I cannot get so violently excited as
sume people over possible effects in Fu-
rope of the present war.

Plainly Mr. Hylan agrees with Mr.
Hearst and does not proposze to let the

city disgrace itself with any violent
excitement. in greeting our returned
soldiers.

War Prices and Peace

Seldom has Mr. Dervling's genius for
depicting a national feeling or state of
mind ghown brighter than in hig strik-
ing' cartoon of yesterday, showing the
tree of “war prices” vising into the air
after peace had laid an axe across its
base. It was entitled, “And Still the
Blame Thing Doesn’t Fall.”
is already becoming a national wonder-
ment. In the three weeks sinece the sipi-
ing of the armistice there has heen no
marked decline gither in the whalesale
or vetuil price of any of the chiel vcom-
modities or preducts of the country, Col-
ton had a sudden and excited slamp, buly

NEW
the Civil War it was our greenbaclks. In
the present war, in this country il wan
the less ohvious, but none the less pow-
erfnl, expansion of hank eredits, Wilh
this “easy money! and with gencral cm-
ployment nt high prices. there alwiys

remains o hige purchusing power that |

in not quickly exhausted.  Theve i

YORK TRIBUNE,

usually much more extravagance after a |

war than while the war ia on.  Aud

that may be the case now, nol morvely |

in Ameriea bt in all the warring coun-
tries of Europe.

Absence and “Inability”’

The gquestion whether Mr. Wilson's
absence abrowd copstitutes an i
bility” to administer the Presidential
office will probably have to be met if
he stays in Prance for any congiderable
period.  Viee-President Marshall lhas in-
dieated one way in which a test con be
had, e says that if o courl instructs
fiim to assume the Presidency he will
assume il.

The courts have the ripght to con-
strue the clause in the Constilution
which provides for the suecession of
the Vice-President, The Constitution
directs that the powers and duties of
the President shall devolve on the Viece-
President in ecaze of the former's -

bility” to discharge them. The word
“inability” has never heen construed
judicially. But the courts nre entitled

to construe i, and cunnot well avoid
doing =o if oceasion arises,

Congress may also pass a law ov
resolution defining Presidential “disgi-
bility.”" It is authorized to all
laws which may be necessary to carry
into execution the pewers vested by the
Constitution in the governmeni or in
any department or officer thereof.

It iz hipghly desirable to have the
Presidential suecession clarified. And it
would be a simple thing to declare by
law to what extent absence from the
country or from the seat of govern-
ment would constitute disqualification
in the conptitutional sense.

There has heen no case
which a8 Vice-President has suceeeded a
President, temporarily or permanently,
because of the Jatter’s “inability.”
There is mothing in the Constitution
clearly providing for a temporary suc-
cession. “Inability’ is a wvague and
dangerous term. It should be brought
into some definite relation to physical

PAsES

| presence in or absence from the coun-
M. Hearst to march at the head of the |

b1t 0
maile

he
ad

should
hetween an

And some provision
dizeriminating

| anferiin and a permanent exercise by

The fact |

the Vice-Presilent of the powers of the
Presidency.

The President's trip to Europe in-
evitably brings all these questions to
the fore.

The World of Make Believe

Romance suffers a
vet never dies. That is as true of life
as it isef art.  Hdmend Rostand came
to his: great success in the peak of a
realistie unroar e came purely and
simply as a vomancer, splashing all the
old eolovs on the same old heroic =cale,
Not life as he and we saw it then; ana

thousand deaths

sn fapr in |

hot lite, really, as anybody ever saw it, |

was his theme. He placed before us
life as we have*it 1n our day dreams, as
we constructed it ideally fo cheer and

| guecor us with the beauty and goft lines

under the vestrictions impored by the |

government, it;was soon over, while corn,
oven from s« base price of $1.20 a bushel,
hias had a sharp rige, Last week's papers
announced that butter has, since the
armistice, reached the highest price since
1875, The roceipts of hogs at the prin-
efpal points have been unusually heavy,
the opening up of shipping gives pros-
pect of a speedy release of all sorts of
dammed-up =upplies from the Ovient,
South Ameviea and Europe., And, in
spite of all, as My, Darling puts it, “the
blame thing deesn't fall”

My, Houston, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, assures us that these high prices
will continue for some time lo come,
agreeing in ihis with Mr. Armour and

bha . other experienced judges of market con-

ditions.  Awd yet all this comes in the
face of a tremendous slump in the gov-
ernment’s demands, a general eancelling
of advance orders and the return of a
large pumber of munitions workers to
tho fields of normal enterprise. To a
grreat many, 1 spite of general knowl-
edge as Lo the shortage of food in Eu-
rope, the thing is a profound mystery.
Undoulitedly, the focd shortage in Eu-
rope and the demands of our army,
which will eontinue for many months to
come, account for the continuance of high
food prices. And the apparent deter-
mination of the labor leaders to resist
any reduction in wages in part explains
why the steel, copper, coal and other
large producing interests should be dis-
posed to hold for present prices in their
fields. But, when all this has been =aid,
there remains the feeling that the ces-
sation of the war's intense demands
ought to mean a decline in the cost of
living and of prices generaliy.

Yet this is not usually one of the
closo sequels of a great war. In the last
generation an economic writer, after a
broad survey, declared that, as a 1rule,
prices were higher after than during
wars. This appsarently was true [for
some tlme after our Civil War. Accord-
ing to the figures compiled by the Aldrich
commission, the gold prica for a large
variety of products (over two hundred |
was higher in January, 1866, than in
Junuary, 1866, and that was apparentiy
top-noteh for the days of the rebellion.

The fact seems to be that almost
every war is uecompanied by a large

in a world of havd, dull facts.

The old fence between vealisnm and
romanee went crashing shen it came
to be soen that all art waos someihing
move than life and the: ondy alis
tinetinhs Lo be ma v gl Bulijoct
matter, of method, of time. of place,

and of the degrae {o which the proc
of idealization, of gencralization, 1s car-
ried,
rano de Bergerae,” the idea rung away
with the fact, and we reach an extrava-
gance of emotion and color that sweeps
ug ‘off our feet. In Henry James, let us
say, idea and the fact keep pace. The
reader'a mind stava in command, and
the emotions play only their allotted
part., But in both it i3 a reconstructed
woild we enter, the dream of a preat
man's brain, analyvzing life, interpreting
it, generalizing from i,

']1P',' as he will,

to artist cun keep himself feom his
work.
Theve have been fow romancers to

| surpass Rostand in his combination of

theatrical =kill and poetical feelinge.
Some larger abilities he lacked.
the heart of romance and of the true
poet was hiz, and he swept his country
and this country off their fect by tle
gheer power of his imagination. He un-
doubtedly had muech to de with

modern swing, if not away from real-
ism, af least away from its narvower -
timations. We relearned from “('veann”

(VR85 &

| what we had known m our youth: that

grent art will not stand within a nar-
row definition and that pleasure, jov

In vour true romance, like “Cy- |

But |

and wisdom are to be had from every |

color on {ts palette.

The sob-squad in Germany has had no
effect on the women of Texss. In con-
vention in Dallas the State Fedevation
of Clubs ealled upon the women not only
of Texas but of every other state to
pledge themselves to buy goods manu-
factured only in the United States and in
Allied and neutral nutions. They them-
selves will vefuse to buy anything made
in Germany. With Texas alone 57,070
square miles greater than all of Germany
befora the war, this one state of itself
closes a considerable market for Germuan
ooods,

It is to be Christmas as usual in Amer-
jea this yenr ko far wd cundy I8 con-
cerned., The sugor shortage has bheen go
materially veiieved that the food admin-
jetration has removed all restrictions on

holiday candy sales, Deglers who have

| for

heen refusing to sell more than one pound |

at n time may =ell as much candy ws s

issuo of somo kind of papex money, In | desirod,

WED

SHOES & SHIPS &
SEALING WAX

SIS COAT
Somaelimes 1 cannot bear to see
Ty cout hang there so paliently
As though it waited for the day
When he wonld come v ho wenb away.
Last spring it was he hung it there
Upon that peg, beneath the stair,
Amd then ran gayly up to bed.
ekl soon be home again, he said.
e langhed and warned me not to cry
When he and I should say goodby.

And then, T watched him as he dreamed

The whole night through, 1ow strange
i, seemed

That he should have such quiet sleep!

Yot now, how terrible and deep

His age-long splendid slumber sl

And that old shabby coat of his

S0l hanes, expectant ‘neath the stair.

Dear God! I wish it were not there!

And stil my heart would hreak T know
IT 1 should try to leb it go.
Nl Russion governments  dre
formed, if we are to believe dispatehes,
ilnost s oftew as the Bolsheviki shoot
the Grand Dike Nicholas.

/ A # ¥

Food (?) for Germans

', 1, V.—We talked it over at dinner
vesterday and the only thing we could
ngee upen was gsreen persimmons, So
I pass these along to you as caleulated
ta fill a long Telt want and prove satis-
factory to the public as a whole.

| 0 R :
" W "

¢, R. I. wonlers where the male
Tiuman is who will dare apply for apart-
ments in @ house in East Thirty-ninth
Street which is, according to a sign dls-
plaved outside, “A residence for men
with every eonvenience.'

% * *®
THOSE WERE TIHE DAYS
Sehool

Doir Wil Clough: Thern were pictures
nf Martin Luther and Preaident Cleveland
aned John Greenleaf Whittier on the walla
ahove tho hlackboards, do yeu remembear,
Bill? It wasn't gntil we gat to the eighth
grade that we found sut that Martin waan's
the nustere gentlemnn with the whiskers,

The desks wo aat at were hacked and
chipped, but the sehoo! hoard varnished
i |

them frosh eyvery summer., For the first

weeka of fall gpotting vp after once aitting
down wis an interesting though perilous
ndventure,

There were plants in boxed., Bill—chiefly
geraniuma that grow long and spindly and
never bloamed, Ones dared you to
pour ink on their roats, and then they gave
up the struggle, broke
apots and withered away,

Rememher the smell of chalk dust, ox-
cept during the winter when you eouldn't
aael]l dngthing elde for the of wet
AW eagie dosk mdtes, BEL and
we rowd all o Nerne's “Mysrarious Tsland"
behind

woe

out into  yellow

reek

wonliens
our-georraphy,  And new and amain,
stidy hout, we'd have Bts of eaungh-
ing so that we could slin all-day suckers
intg  eur mouths  behind  politely cupped
hands.

duing

And do you remember, Bill, when Super-
intendent  Wileox  sugprested  that
Hoffman try a partial honer system? We
wern Lell at the end of the
woel Tow mane times we had whispered,
YVou and 1 owere lopest though stupids and

gl Toud e,

Miss

supposcd Lo

A
[

+

Rt s

thmes, 1 futss,
that montl,

d afver Mterviews with our faehers

drnortaygn

wioorelnpeed into perjury and were praised
for recnpluringe our former mark of 85 or
thorerbouts.

Do you remember, Bill? We wonder, For
you went with your father to 'Frisca the
vear we were eleven, amnd we never Weard
of you thereafter,

I Chile and Perw think they are going
to anale o z2uecess of their war mow
thetr press agent hus heen Liddivg theny
B0 f::’i'“_lj =il Hr.'lf!erH.'-L

" A

Thie watiters edn interest us Wi their
strike by denouncing unanimously the
further aceeptancve of tipg by any mem-
bor of their union. BECTANG:

Yellows

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sirs I have noteld 7 mumber of items
latelvy to the offect that various paciiiss
and Soelilist orzanizations ave planning to
petition the Tresdent to pardon “political’”
prisoneys, criminals sentenced for vieli-
tlon of the esplonpge and sabotage Taws,
for =adition, for refusal to pevform mili-

tary duty, and so forth. Surcly it is a time
all genuine Americans to stand on
guard against the activities of such vellow
curs,

My son pave
Humanity,

his Iife last June for
While he was Aghting with that
2d Division on the Chateau
Thirrry sector, the various types of yel-
Town (Do enll them “Reds.” Red is
pne of the eolors of our fAag) were duing
everything in thelr pawer to stab him and
the back. Now they are
neking for the relvage of political prizonors.

When the peeitists, conseienceless oh-
{octors, traiters, Bolshevists, and all athers
of theiy ilk unlts In ane great petitlon to
the Almighty waking thut my bey und his
mitlions of fallen tomrades shall be -
laased from the grave and shall be restored
to the hoppy. vaeful lives which they wers
leading whin the eall to duty came, when

magnificent

ol

his ponpprades in

thiov shill have demonstented  that
anfticlont inftoence wilh the Creat
to have that petition: granted. thens and

wivese nntil then, Jet vhop petition esrthly
pulers for tho release of those of their Kind
wito have been sentenced to o small purt of
the panishment which they have so richly
earned, C. B, BIMRELL,
West Babylen, N, ¥y Noy, 80, 1018,

Jilting the

Railroads

By Carl
REMARKABLE situation has sud-
denly developad in regard to the

reilroads, precipitated by, appurently,
noaudden ehange of front as to the govern-
ment's policy of railway control.

It lad heen generally gupposed that in
any evenl the railroads would remain under
{he government's control for the full period
allowed by the law that twenty-ene
months efter a formal proclamation of
peace.  And it wans surmised that if the
railway administration was fairly suecess-
ful in the mean time this would lead to a
strong movement in faver, if not of govern-
ment ownership, at least of a continusnce
of the present arvangement.

Abruptly at the end of eleven months'
divection of the railways Mr. MeAdoo re-
gigns, snd a fortnight later the President
appears before Congress to say, fo the gen-
oral surprike of the country, that the ques-
tion of railway control presents large prob-
lems, that he has no “eonfident epinion”
about it, and “turns to Congress for coun-
sel upon it” He makes this furlher ex-
plicit declaratinn:

i#,

4] stand ready and anxious to release
the roads from the prezent control, and [
must de g0 al a very early date if by
waiting until the statutory limit of time
is reached T ahall be merely prolonging

the period of deubt and unecertainty,
which is hurtful to every interest con-
corned.”

Diminishing Profits

Reasons for this change of the admin-
Istration’s attitude, if change it be, may he
found, One very patent one ls that there
has been a huge increase in expenses over
last year, on practically the same amount
of traflic; and that thisg increase iy so great
that it may eat up all the added revenue
gained from the 25 per cent increase in
freight rates last June. It might possibly
necessitate wven a further increase. Ax a
war measure the heavy raize of last sum-
mer was accepted practically without op-
nposition. A further increase now, with the
return of peace, would probably excite a
hitter eontroversy. |t would certainly not
be n popular measure.

It had been generally hoped that unified

| administration and econtrol, shert routing,

the elimination of competitive operations
and the reat would result in lavge eccon-
omies. But whatever may have been gained
frem  this wmouree, it has heen utterly
swamped by the enormous incresse in wages
and expenaes. For the month of September,
the lnst month available, there was a gain
of 8130000000 in the operating revenues of
the larger roads—ahout 27 per cent. But
the inerease in net was practieally zero.
For the month of October “The Wall Street
Journal” has made s compilation to show
that for twenty of the larger roads an In-
erease in revenues of 3% per cent waa ac-
companied by a decrease in net of 5 per
eent,  Its eomparative figures for the last
four months, as compared with the same

months a year agoe, are as follows:
Olct. Sept.

Increase in net
ravenues ... 93.09%
Increase in net

op'e ineome. *5.070

Aug. July.

36057

37450 34.59

Bt sast
4260 BROGE

4807

“Decrease,

It is evident that for these twenty roads
there has been a constderable fnerease in
the actual trafic handlad.
true for the whole country. The detailed
flgures ave available only for the eight
months to September 1, but up to that time
the total ton mileage of all the roads had

gained over the wear befors only 1.1 per |

cent—practically zero.
The Rising Bill

If Seotember and October shovld prove
roprésentative months, the frem
months would indicate an in-
crease of expenges at the rate of something
like n billion and a half per year. The
actunl inerease for September was almost
an even 60 per eent. Thisa was an astonlsh-
ing figure. And it was not due prepon-
derant!y to the ineremse in maintensnce
charges, The increase in transportation
cost was almost as large—44 per cent,

Now it mizht be that in the next few
maonths the roads will be able to get control
of the sltuation and reduce this rate of in-
erense in expenses.  Bub the likelihood of
this 15 not overly elenr.

return

thise two

The comparisons
are with the two months of last year; whan,
through priority orders and general bung-
lingr, the tie-up of the railway traffio was
heginning to produce a great discontent,
lending to the agltation which finally led to
the government taking over the voads. Ex-
penges for the two manths of last year wers
not low, nor were conditions favorable to
cconamice]l menagement, If in comparison
to theee conditions the government in these
two months 18 not able to make & moare
favorable showing, it iz none ton ¢lear
where the desired improvement {3 coming
from.

If no improvement does take nplace it is

Hut this is not |

Snyder

casy to see what might follow. If expenses
incrensed by anything like 40 to B0 per cent
for the full year, while the revenues in-
crensed only 25 to 30 per cent, this would
menn ndded revenues of only $1,000,000,000.
With n possible increate in expenses of
around $1.600,000,000, that might mean a
deficit under the guarantees of around half
4 billion for the next twelve months of op-
erntion.

The Deficit

The actunl result for the nine months of
the calendar year up to October 4 was a re-
duction of net revenues by about $210,000,-
000, Tt was expected that the raise inrated
would wine out this defieit and leave the
government with a handsome surplug, This
hope seemed justified by the results in July
and Augpusl.

Meanwhile, that “strong
brought the heavy incredse in  railway
wages continues.  Already before the wage
bonrd is a demand from the brotherhoods
for a further wage increase of, it is esti-
mated, something like $175,000,000 for the
brotherhood employes alone, A similar de-
mand from the Railway Telegraphers' As-
sneigtion was turned down by Mr. McAdoo
last week, This probahly reaches the very
heart of the diffleulty inherent in govern-
ment operation— that is, the strong political
Prossure to raise wages higher and ever
| higher. 1t might well have heen that when
the realization of thia diffienlty began to
hecome acute administrative scentiment
fayoring government railroads might have
undergone a change,

Handing Them Back

pressure which

But considar the situation if now the
«Pregident should decide to return the roads
to their owners. The matter is in the Presi-
{ dent’s hands. The government ia under no
| nhligitions to go on operating the roads for
any gpecified time, nor for u day longsr than
it thinks best,

Thia is the possibility that the rallway
executives must consider ut their meeting in
New York to-day. It ig well known that
opinion as to the desirabilitysof immediate
return, even among the railway managera, is
extremely divided, It is evident that if the
unfaverable results of September and Oe-
tober sheould centinue the desirability of
‘ this return wonld be immensely lessened. It
1

would place the roads in u genuine predica-
ment. 1t
| none too

is. well Enown the voads are in
good condition. Lixpenses for
| maintenanee have risen very heavily, and in
‘ apite of this the last accounts show an in-
] crease in the number of locomotives and
| cars under repair. 1t is likewize well known
that expenditures for renewals and imprave-
ments have been this year at the lowest ebb.
The budget made out by Mr. MeAdoo at the
| beginning of the year called for an outlay
of semething like $1,300,000,000, :
expenditure meonths
| $450,000,000.
In the face of the present cost of living
and the prevailing high prices, and espe-
cially with the urgent demands foy still
higher wages, it would be very difficult for
the roads now to make a drastic reduction
in wares, And whatever may heppen in the
next six months or so, there is no prezent
indication of ‘a heavy decline in the epst of
supplies.

The actuul

e
for was under

ton

| Net Results
| Apparentiy, then, the result of the gov-
ernment handing back the railroads to thair
| owners would be te laave the roads in a
| worse plight than they were before. The
President himself says that this {s unthink-
able.

The main problem is thiat of providing ad-
cquate capital for this needed development.
More than ten vears geo Hill
declared that the loust o
hillion dol Loyenr for the following
yeses toopui them abreast of the trs
tion needs of the country.
this sunm has been expendsd,

Jame=s J,
ropds nevded ot

VEen

orta-

Sanrdely half
If the neod

| was for a billlon doliars ten yenrs ago it is

! nearer two billion dollars a yesr now. Jn-

{ deed, two billlons now would not repregart
what one hillion did when Mr. Hill spoke.
Without & itiendly policy on the part of the
government this new capital could not now
be obtained. The rewards for capital ave
too attractive elsowhere.

| Cheap Transportation

But would it be any misfortune if still
higher rates were needed? 1t i3 well to re-

| call that threueh twenty yvears, up to this
vear, the average rate per ton mile has pot
aubatantially varied. Meanwhile, before the
war the goneral wverage of prices had goane
up fully &0 per cent, and it has gone up 75

to 100 per cent more sinee the war— he-
| tween 200 nnd 800 per cent in all.  This
: means that rallway rates even under u

26 per cent ineronse are not relatively much
| mere than half, or possibly not more than 40
| per cont, what they were twenty yeers sgo

—that is, the relatlve eost to the country.
l No other country has anything like sueh
| ‘rates,

Jews of Poland

Tao the Editor of The Tribune.

Hir:  The war for demoeracy and libera-
tion iz over, but it remains yet to be seen
st tho pence table whether the Allies who

fought so glorioualy in that war will insure I

at leait liberation for the race that for two
thousarnd venra has been stamped under
foot by the natlens of the earth,

Reports are even now heing heard of the
renewal of massacrea of Jews in Poland
that Poland for whose liberation mere than
six hundred thousand Jews in the symles of
the Allies fought. Shall the blood of those
Jewish sons who died In battle have been
sned to give tha antl-Semitic P'oles u fres
hund in the sloughter of her Jawish sub-
jactz?  Shall the gold that miliions of
Jows gave with thelr hearts' bload have
been used to purchase freedom for B race

that muy enslave another? The Poles, teo, |

have been soraly oppreseed. In ene hun-
dred and Afty years theay have bean u dis-

sected, denationallzed people. They have
fought on divers ocedsiong agrinat the
hopeless odds of the blondy Czars of Hus-

stn,  And the dews of Polund were with
them, Hundreds of Jews diad in the steppas
of Sliberia for thelr parvticination o the ro-
volt of 1803, Thousands more spent the
best years of their lives in the inquisitional
dungeans of Muscovy, oy gave of their
blood in the eangninary street fighting in

t

the wvarious Polish
thousantds went

eitirs. Hundreds of

into: an everlasting exilo,

But all this the Pole har forgotten. At a
time when all the world turns sgaln to
brotherhood and reconstruetion his me-

diwval hatred helches forth In murder and

destruction. New what shall the Allics
l any ? L
Another offender is the Hingdom of Ru-
{ manta. Here is a country which, in times
l of peace, 18 a land of milk and honay, And
| yet In the last thivty yeurs nearly one-half
| a mlillion Jews flod from its bounties to
| avoid the countleas persecutions and deg-
[ radations

they: wore subjected to, 'The
thousands

of Jewlsh men who laid down
thelr lyves in hattle and the grest Jewish
wealth that was lost thraugh battle have
not avatled g,
viled, bullied,
chlsed,

The Rumanian Jew 18 re-
miudgacted and  unenfran-
Now what shall the Allles sav?

WILLIAM N. KIRSCHNER,
Brooklyn, Nov, 23, 1618,

As of Old
To the Eiditor of The Tribune,
Sirs Wil let @
thank vou the

the

yvou Buffale preacher
sturdy, spiritunl edi-
fibres of ypour
The Old Testament prophet s wow
vadeing his Faith in pupers like The Trib-
une, a4 well as from owre palpits, The Trib-
une i8 among the spiritual nssets of
Ameriean people.

for

torials that feed mioral

reatlers T
Thi

MORTIMER P. GIFFIN.
Buffulo, N. Y., Nov, 40, 10135,

‘|

|

| bestowed

It _Does Not
Behoove Us

To the Editor of The Trihune.

S"

infinitely regrottable.

The recent outgiving of Mr, Frank

iy 'ILi('

Kent in Raltimors Sun™ is
It would be w0 evey
il it correctly reoresented the situation.
But it does mnot. It does
facts, These facts, however, are neither
new nor is their publication harmful, how-
ever questionable it may be in taste. The
the
gtatement i3 not in its vecital of facts, byt
in' the setting forth of Mr. Kent's own de-
ductions and in his
mischievous gossip.

My justification for laking part In the
discussion aroused by Mr. Kent's atatemgnt
rests on the fact that 1
during a considerable part
tn which

vontain certain

objectionable and pernicious part of

reproduction of

wias in Hurops
of the period
Mr. Kent refers, and that 1 had
oecasion to see the principal members of
the Britigh and Freneh Cabinets, our own
leading representatives, from General Per-
shing and Ambassader Sharp down, and
editors of the most influential organs of
publie opinion in England and France.
From the facts as I had epportunity te
ascertain them, and not from hearsay, |
know that the attitude of the governing
circlea in these countries was and is one
of the utmeat good will and the most gen.
erous tecognition toward America and the
ginceresy seeking for lasting end cordia
friendshin. 1 knew of my own knowledge
that more than once requests
representatives of America were complied
with—although such requestz did not ae-
ecord with the wiews of the French sand
British authorities and at times were far
from easy to meet—and they were com-

from the

plied with solely from a warm-hearted
den're to accede to anything within the
Hn.ita of the practicable that America
mipght uek.

And I have never seen or heard of any
more touching and unanimous manifesta-
ton on the part of the peapla of one na-
tion toward those

of another nation thap
the solicitous eagerness en the part of
averybody, high or low, in England and

France to make our bovs welcome and ta
minister te their wellbeing and
And tie universal and
on for

comfort,

nraise admiration

ourr soldiers their ap-

| pearance, conduct and valor were in sirik-

ing contrest to the reticence of the Eng-
lish: and the ¥French in spexking of the
suerifice they themselves had :nade and
were making, the privations they had en-
dured and were enduring and the soperd
herotsm of their own defenders.

If anvthing ¢un be more regrettable th
Mr. 'Kent’s remarks concerning
and Frunce, to whom the world nwes u
debt bevond all appraisal, and the allaged

Engl

nd

i frame of mind of their governmerite con-

and fina

cerning America it is what he says about
Italy,

Ituly might have stood aside from the
great conflict, and by barguining secured
from Austrin nearly evervthing she meant

to ohtain—without firing a shot, But, with

| a fine pession for freedom and right, she

chose the read of daring and of sucrifice
She chose to throw her sword into the
seale on the side of the cause of justice
and humanity. She did so not when the
star Allies waz in the nscendsni,
but at the moment when they had received
a severe sethack through the di

of the

strous de-

feat of the Ruassians, in the spring of 1015
Insufficiently equipped and provided, she
fought wvalorously ameinst the most for-

midable difficulties; while her people suf-
fered wuntold hardships through
fuel and fond. After the disaster of
Caporetto, due to causes for which little
regpongibility attaches to her, she accom-
plished the waonderful feat of stanping the
invader when everything was In his faver,
of holding on with grim determination, of
beating off his renewed attack last summer
of utterly defeating him.
rhil at the

lack of

Har

soldfers f Freneh fronl in a

with the so0 : of France.

What- 1% the Allled caupse ta
nave ltaly on itd side ¢an be best appre-
einted if we pleture to ourselves what
would have been the sltuation i ltaly had
slded with the Central

mueant 1o

Powers, ar even if

| she had merely been benevolently meytrs!

toward those powers.

In view of what Italy has done, dared
and suffered for our c¢ommmon causs, it is
more thun deplerable that any Ameriean in
a responsible position should make himself
the medium for publishing insults ageinst
that great nation.

And without slightest wish to
vive old controversies T add this:

I'or three teprilile yeals
tions fought and bled and sacr
Americs came ty

the

T

rentt t fight
was our fight and that gur place wes by
thule verts we  drew
enormous wealth from their resources, de
pleted In the stroggle for n sscred cause

sitlo,

Durlng thos=e

Somoe things which, ot the time, hurt them

deeply wers snid by us in

officia]l pronouncements.
We

the course of

enters

the way wvery, very late—-
almost too late) Sinee entering it Americs
has condueted herself in »  manner, 4t

home and in the fleld, which me

to the full greatneds of her trad

res up

&, of
which we are justly proud, and shich has
gained for us a positlon of the highest
honor and of immense prestice anil power

among the ndations of the worlld But
daes it not behoove ue, and espreinlly
those of us whose words find their way

into print, to look back from time to time
to those thirty-three long months which
preceded the 61h of April, 1917, and should
not that retrosneet
put a certain

tend' to cause us 0
of restraint upon
our judgments, claims and utterances?

OTTO H KAHN.
New York, Dee. 1, 1918,

meaasure

The Gold Star

et

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: May 1, without offence, suggest that
in the welcoming calebrations for our re-
turning troops places be kept in the front
ranks of cach company for representatives
of our fillen heroea? 13 it not |‘l':n'1=\1“b="
to invite ench Nero's neasrest of kin
WOIMAD) (0T

MAT,

. |
child), to march there before all
others, Gurey

tng the gold ster that is theif
Hehing prade ?

Nothing can us more or bacome

us beiter thun thus bafore all else to celes

hrate the heroes who have given thele lIves,

anil to honor their kinsfolk who have given

thom. AARY PERRY KING,
New Canaan, Conn., Noy, 50, 1918,
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