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Sea Power
Winston Churchill, British Minister of

Munition?, says Ci teat Britain is resolved
to submit to no restrictions upon arma¬

ment which would prevent her navy
from maintaining its "well deserved su¬

periority on the seas."' He speaks for
the Lloyd George government, and also,
we suppose, for a very large majority of
the English people.

If this statement of British policy
sounds at all like a challenge to us; that
is owing not to anything inevitable in
the facts but to a state of mind recently
created in this country. The facts are

that the British navy lias been the most
formidable weapon on the side of right,
that without it we should have lost the
world to the Hun ami that English su¬

periority at sea is not an aspiration, but
a condition. It existed long before Mr.
"Wilson, in the campaign of 1916, tardily
persuaded to a doctrine of preparedness,
began to talk of making the American
navy "incomparably the greatest." So
far as we know that policy has never

been renounced, and cur tremendous pro¬
gramme of construction is undo- way.
But lately we have been talkig nof "free¬
dom of the seas" almost as if it were

somethig that would have to be gained
in spite of the British avy, and there is
abroad a theory hat Mr. Wilson proposes
to point 0 our own naval programme as

the strongest concrete argument in favor
of limiting armaments. That is like the
old game between England and Germany
before the war.

Mr. Winston Churchill's statement is
met by a significant wireless message
from the U. S. S. George Washington
saying that the President will propose
the end of armed domination by any one

nation. That would forbid, of course,
our own nation's superiority at sea.

Therefore, in our thought of having
''incomparably the greatest navy," in
our naval programme itself, and now in
¡Mr, Wilson's peace policy, we seem in a

threefold way to have challenged the
fact of the British navy's supremacy.
So it would seem to any English point
of view. Yel we shall see England's re¬

fusal to relinquish her sea power treat¬
ed as a piece of high contumacy. We
shall hear it said that we are obliged
either to accept second place or engage
fn a navy-making competition with
Britain.

But all of this desperate dilemma is
¡purely fictitious. Great Britain's situa¬
tion is that of an island power; runs is
that of the nation on earth potentially
the most nearly self-contained, if
need be.

If the British navy should continue
to lie the most powerful one weapon in
the world, what of it? And if the Amer¬
ican navy should rise to '«'.rond place.
where it never was, thai would be a

position wc should perhaps be as loath
:«> relinquish as England is to give up
first place. Ami if the English and
American navies together should consti¬
tute an Anglo-Saxon weapon incom¬
parably more powerful than any three
or four others, the world would be, if
anything, a safer place for all of us.

'The Good Oíd Times"
The professional cynics are already

Baying that nothing new has been won

by the world's travail and that soon we

shall all be back quite where the war

found us. Or, if not soon, with the un¬

rolling of time. "In a thousand years it
will be all the same."

With the cynics in their dejection, but
grieving for a différent reason and or

exactly the contrary theory, are the
mellow old-timers with their croaking
"The good times are gone, never tc
return." Mr. Cyril .Mamie, playing tin.
part of an elderly British army officer
utters this sentiment most engagingly
;«.nd makes it plain that so runs the mine
of his crowd.

Both griefs cannot be sound, and w<
think there is no doubt which way trutl
lies. "The. good old times" are gone
never to return, and nothing is going tc
be as it was before the war. Th<
sooner leaders and people realize this
the better. But we need equally tc
realize that the "good old times" thin
mourned werr far from perfect and tha
nvw times may mean better times if wt

only make them so. As l>r. Anna How
ard Shaw said of that portion of society
which has most changed its ideas and it;
activities durini.«; the war:

No thinking person can expect that tin
change will l>e altogether back to a pro
war basj-w. The women can be no mor«

relieved from their obligation to sec that
these chungón make for h richer héritage,
healthier environment and freer oppor¬
tunity for their children than they were

from their obligation, now faithfully per¬
formed, to see that their soldier sons hud
every protection, physical und' moral,
thrown about them, bot h in the camp and
on the tiring line.
The new part that women will certain¬

ly play in the future years is easily
the most striking result of the war.

From some of their war occupations
they will undoubtedly withdraw. But
the door has been opened wide and
women will never Avithdraw from the
new vision of life which has opened
before them and from their newly won

paths of obligation and power. What
is true of women is only less true of
uncounted groups of men, young and
old. The war has gone to the bottom
of everything. It has questioned every
faith, it has uprooted every habit.
Faith and habits will grow again. But
-they cannot, be the same. It is ours

to say whether they shall be better or

worse.

Our New Financial Head
Mr. Garter (¡lass is, if we mistake

not, the first newspaper man to become
Secretary of the Treasury. His life has
been one of notable simplicity, lie was

born in Virginia, a few miles from
where the President was born, and only
two years after. There he grew up, be¬
came a newspaper proprietor, state Sen¬
ator and then Congressman, and there
lie still lives. This is his eighth term m

Congress. He had taken no very con¬

spicuous part in that body until, as

chairman of the House Committee on

Banking, he had charge of the Federal
Reserve bill. It seems universal test
mony that in the handling of this meas¬

ure he showed a clear and remarkable
grasp of the problems involved, that he
fought steadily against the. inclusion of
meretricious features in the act, and
displayed a notable courage and tenac¬
ity of purpose throughout the long dis¬
cussion of it. As much as to any one

man, the credit for its passage in its
present form is his.

The advent of Mr. Glass to the
Treasury portfolio will be precisely at a

time when these qualities of courage
and understanding and a clear and cool
head are deeply needed. His influence
and his acts may be most salutary. It
is well known in Washington that Mr.
Glass has regarded the policy of the
Federal Reserve Board with grave ap¬
prehension, as calculated to be subver¬
sive of the very ends for which the
Federal Reserve System was established.
Certainly no one ever dreamed the Re¬
serve System would, almost with its full
formation, be made a vast engine for
credit inflation, with the inevitable at¬
tendant effects upon prices and busi¬
ness. There was a substance of justifi¬
cation in the extremities of war. That
justification is now gone. A Secretary
of the Treasury who will guide this
country out of a period of gross infla¬
tion and back to a sane basis of bank¬
ing and finance will win high fame ami
do his country a great service. That is
the opportunity that awaits Mr. Glass.
Among those whom the. President had
under consideration, perhaps no more
fortunate selection could have been
made.

Turkish Seizure
By his Turkish seizure of the ocean

cables Postmaster General Burleson has
alienated many citizens who were open-
minded as to the public ownership of
natural monopolies, such as water sup¬
ply systems, and utilities which inevita¬
bly become monopolies, such as street
railway systems. Ocean cables are not
monopolies. There is no overpowering-
advantage, economic or political, in oper¬
ating jointly a cable to England, an¬

other to the west coast of South America
and another to China. A hundred com-

peting cables to Eurojie would be practi-
caldo and convenient, whereas a half
dozen telephone systems in one commu¬

nity would be an intolerable nuisance.
During the war any act was condoned
which had a colorable excu c of military
necessity. Bui seizure by proclamation,
after the President had told Congress
that "the war thus [by the armistice)
comes to an end," even if literally con

sonant with the language of the resolu¬
tion empowering the Executive to take
possession of such facilities prior to "the
exchange of ratifications of the treaty of
peace," is palpably contrary to the spirit
of that resolution.
The Commercial company, in appeal¬

ing for judicial protection «gainst Mr
Burleson, states that no provision has
been made for the payment of compen¬
sation t«> the company, and that, in the
case of the Postal Teh-graph system,
Mr. Burleson fixed the terms of compen¬
sation at G per cent of an arbitrary
valuation of the physical plant without
any allowance for earning power or

goodwill, thereby arriving at the ligure
of $1,680,000, whereas the profits in 1917
were $4,269,547. Further, that the only
method available to the complaining cor-

I poration to collect any compensation
which a court may award is by the vol-
untary action of Congress, and that Con-
gress has thus far failed to pay an
award for damages mude to a cable com-
pany by the proper courts in 1913.
What a vista of scandal is opened up

by the thought of Congress having ulti¬
mately to determine whether the owner?
of the railroads, the telephones, the tele-
graphs and the cables should receive the
vast sums awarded by 'he courts in ex

; change for their property! That would
be to throw into the political arena the
very apple of discord which the advo¬
cates of public ownership contend that
their remedy would remove from politics
Through the taxing power Congress

can constitutionally take the property ol

j all citizens upon ecjual terms; butneithei
j constitutionally nor morale can a few

¦orpurations be singled out for conftsca-
lory seizure. Only public discussion,
before the fact, can protect alike the
public and the corporation. The satis¬
faction of President Vail of the Ameri¬
can Telephone and Telegraph Company
with the compensation awarded to his
company seems only to throw into

higher relief two facts complained of by
the Commercial Cable Company, namely:
first, that Mr. Vail had long repre¬
sented antagonistic and rival interests;
and, second, that the government de-
rived its "expert" advice all from one

side of what has been for years an in-
tensely competitive condition in the cable
and telegraph held.

Sea Justice
There is a direct, straight forward jus¬

tice about the attitude of the British
seamen toward Germany that will appeal
to every downright human being.

Their sentence of Germany is based
accurately on the extent of the German
sea crimes. A boycott of all'things Ger¬
man to last two years followed the Lusi-
tania crime and the applause of it by
the German people. Thereafter an addi¬
tional month was added to the boycott
for each fresh crime. The total of seven

years was finally reached.
The British unions say nothing of the

lives lost, in fair battle. It is only the
¡7,000 murdered in violation of interna¬
tional law and the law of the sea that
bring them to act. Ami their action is
thoroughgoing am! beautifully jus«. Not
only will they not handle any German
goods oi- cany any German passengers;
they are pledged not to salute the Ger¬
man flag and not to sign on a German
sailor. All for seven years.

Justice by land should be not less per¬
fectly designed to record the verdict of
tlie world and bring it home to the Ger¬
man people. There must be trial ami
punishment of the leaders.-as is also de
mantled by the British seamen. There
must also be trial and sentence of the
Germ;!a people not only to pay for the
da'magc they have wrought, but also to
undergo a world boycott proportionate to
the moral turpitude of their deeds.

Mr. McAdoo's Twenty-seven
Billions

it was w ith a gasp of astonishment that
the public read yesterday of Mr. McAdoo's
estimate of needed expenditures by the
government for the next fiscal year.-a
matter of twenty-seven billionssjn all. It
is reassuring to know that these esti¬
mates were made up before the signing
of the armistice, that they were "very
hastily revised," ami represent rather
the maintenance of an army on a war

footing than the probable cost of return¬
ing our army from Europe within the
next year. The probabilities are that the
sums required will be very heavily re¬

duced. If an early peace is signed they
may be cut more than half.

Something like five billions was esti¬
mated for ÍQans to our allies. This may
or may not be needed. Private loans
abroad may be adequate to cover the
enormous trade balance in our favor ami
shut, out the inflow of any more gold.
We shall, of course, have to maintain our

share of the army of occupation, and the
requirements of an army seem almost
limitless. Tlie war to date has cost, us,

aside from loans, under fourteen billions.
It is not very clear why, under present
prospects, it should cost much more than
an additional five or six billions. Juggling
with billions has beccm .. during the war.

a kind of financial p Time. With the
passing, iet us hope for a long time, of
the shadow of a military dominion, gov¬
ernment expenditures will be sharply-
scrutinized now as before the storm.

"Spes" stamped on an article means
"Made in Switzerland," or. literally,
"Syndicat pour l'Exportation Suisse."
The national trademark has been adopted
by Swiss manufacturers to keep German-
made goods from being foisted on the
world as of Swiss origin. The syndicate

i grants the use of the mark only to
"products («:' tl-.e Suis-; soi! or of the
Swiss mining industry or for merchan¬
dise having undergone in Switzerland a

manufacturing process fu< 1; ;. to change
its character." We should have a na¬
tional t rademark.

If the elections held iq N'ovenibel
wer«' "« l«c !i Id '.. day t'««<- Administra¬
tion would b« more ovprwhelmingl>
defeated than ¡I was ;. «mont:« arjo, am
it will be still moi c complet« del
wo yeai R fi om now u n le lie lemo

eral ic i«:.: ty finds a iri at ne that «¦

male :¦ '«¦¦ rni and com ¡ncing appea
to ihn people and so cause he people ««

Den.ocraiir paj-tj in the popularity of tin
issue. '/'/.« Nevj York American.
Wi*b the Administration only one da\

out at sea!

,.,-

New Fork's Disgrace
To th Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A; write h the v. h ¡sties ar

blowing, celebratin \ the departure of ou
Executive.
What ¿t contrast this ¡s to what I wit

nossed yesterday at tloboken, on Track
Lackawanna Railroad depot! There-was
train packed with suffering men, not onl
from the anguish of their wounds, bu
from the added distress of a rough voyage
These heroes, whom we have priven sue!
lip service to, came unattended and evi
dently unwelcomed, Then« was not ;i sot

gle flower on the train, nor did see dm
ing my trip through the train a singl
woman.

Would it not be pos sible foi
women to take upon themselvi -¡ dut
of {vu el ing thes mi n, and at least si ein
that thej receive n «run of coffee upon thei
return to 'heir home shore? All that
could do was to buy a few cigarettes at
newsstand and give them to the boys.

HENRY A. MORISON,
New York, Dec. i, 1918.

SHOES & SHIPS &
SEALING WAX

NOCTURNE
1 hoar wide water running through the

shadows,
To sob in silver swirlings o'er the

stones ;
The young night walks where fireflies

star the meadows,
And through the dusk the questing

huwk-moth drones
Toward when* the flowers raise their

eager faces.
The winds of night tramp slowly to

and fro;
Far, far above, the planets lake their

places
And in the west the Huntress bends

lier bow.
Among the trees the mists are gently

creeping
Where bending branches bubble in the

stream.
While, wrapped in murk, the summer

world is sleeping,
For God's own voice has whispered to it,

"Dream."

True neutrality is the fading that
permeates the average citizen on retal-
ing accounts of the warfare between the
restaurant men, who charge so much,
and their mailers, who get what's left
over from the bill.

¦:¦-

THOSE WERE THE DAYS
Church

Dea*; Newt Ryerson. Wc used to envy
you, Newt, for you pumped the organ and
got paid 25 cents a Sunday for going to
church. We went by parental decree, and
the chief good we derived tin re from was

the habit of yawning as unobtrusively as

nos-;i hie.
The pleas:.ut little old Dutch church,

Newt! Remember the quaint wiitdow
panes of soft yellows and blues that they
tore out and replaced with trumpery piét¬
ines in glaring stained glass?
We still can see your head bobbing in

tune to the Doxology, Newt, right across

the "Flight Into Egypt" that Riled the
window behind the pulpit. St. Joseph
wore what appeared to us then to be golf
trousers, and the mule he led seemed to

have her off hind foot wedged between two
rocks.
And the prayer meetings! We always

rather liked them, lui- you could skylark
through the darkness on the way home,
and in summer there were always beetles
blundering into church, and once in a

while a bat, to liven things up.
Remember the time I)(.-aeon Woi leiulyke,

who was mighty in prayer, began, "Oh
Lord, I remember, and I've no doubt you
do"? And I'll bet you remember when
they found you'd formed the habit of

sneaking out on the back stoop of the
church .Sunday mornings to dodge the
dominie's sermon.
And then there was the time Ike Mann

sang "Tell Mother I'll Be There" as a solo,
and bust out crying in the middle of it.
and then wen' home and continued not to
.peal-: to his mother until the old lady died
eight years later.
Where did you ever drift to, \4-wt'.' And

who pumps th" organ now in the little oh!
church with irr; white steeple reaching up
from the trees'.' Remember with what
alarming regularity it. used to get hit by
lightning, Newt '.'

Whom ivill we send Kaiser Bill as a,

companion in exila, folks? We nominate
the person who sees a bloodier war be¬
tween capital and labor on I he horizon;
with tin ¡.est wlio insists wc beat Ger¬
many single, handed, as << alternate.

.lull's Congratulator
Dear F. F. V..-So you needn't worry

any more where all that column estate
is going when you shuffle off this mortal
coil (new stuff. ! And it's a boy. Con¬
grats! He'll relieve you of worry over

the handling of superfluous cash.
FELIX O RM AX.

The Crown Prince says he ivas sure
the war ttxts lost after the Marne. So
he fought Verdun just to make abso¬
lutely certain. 14 F. V.

Views of Wilson
Tribune Foreign Press Bureau

VS PRESIDENT WILSON leaves these
shores for France French papers
and publicists find themselves far

from being in agreement in their estimates
him. "L'Humanité," the leading Social¬

ist organ, charges those it rails the "re¬
actionaries" .. th h ing ungrateful to Presi¬
dent Wilson and proceeds to haul the "Ger¬
man Republic."

Replying in "Le Figaro" to "L'Humanité,"
Alfred Capus says gratitude toward Presi¬
dent Wilson i- natural and necessary, "but
it does not mean blind submission and does
not force ns to abandon our conception of
French interests." II- says "L'Humanité"
is a fetich worshipper and tries to create
a demigod who is infallible. '"The Presi-
dent might not ho pleased with this at all,'
he continues. "Wc greet him with a mon

reasonable and deeper enthusiasm, for w

Y.now hov, much he has contributed to tin
common victory."
The only reactionaries in France aie the

Socialists, Capus declares. They cling l<
their theories as if they were the oiil-
things the universe was interested in am
the only thing two million Frenchmen hav.
died for

Albert Thomas, the Socialist leader, be
!:.-ves the line between democracy and Bol
shevism could not be drawn too sharply
Pointing out the dit tstrous results of Bol
¦'¦'" --'i a movement v* inch icould arist
only in a perfectly prostrated country, h<
3troi glj accuses the foliowe i - and admin
":' th; t tendí ncj and declares a distinc
ho e must e made, Hiere are only twi

roads to follow, he says: on the one hand
democracy, horn of the French Revolution1 fortified by the struggles of a century an<

* d( /eloped by the great Republic of thi
United Statos, or, on the other hand, tin
incoherent, primitive and brutal forces o
Russian fanaticism. Wilson or Lcnine?

f ation
By Eugene S. Baggei

WHERE arc we ftoing to have the next
war?
You say it is too early to ask this

question, considering that officially the last
war has. not come to an end yet. But- you
are mistake;«..
Almost all war; in Europe during the

last two hundred years were due to the fact
that when a war was finished nobody at

least nobody who mattered -went to the
trouble of asking that question, because

everybody took it. for granted that the next
war was bound to occur somewhere and
somehow. In a sense a peace treaty in
those bad old times was simply regarded as

a more emphatic- and more hypocritical
sort of armistice. The whole theory of the
"balance of power" and of armaments was

based on this tacit assumption.
Now. those who know, the ¡ire insurance

experts of international relations, so to

speak, seem to agree remarkably that the
next war, if any, will occur in that vast
basin of intermingled races stretching be¬
tween the racial bodies of Teutondom and
Muscovy in the countries known as Po¬
land, Lithuania and the Ukraine. The next
European war will be fought by the Poles
on the one side, the Ukrainians and Lithu-
anians on the other unless the nations of
Europe and America arc on the job and
forestall that calamity by bringing about a

just settlement of the controversy separat-
iimr those remote nations.

A Wrong To lie Righted
There is nobody in the world to-day to

dispute the assertion that one of the re¬

sults of the Allied victory in the Great War
will be the righting of the wrong committed
against the Polish nation by Frederick the
Great of Prussia, with the aid of Maria
Theresa of Austria and Catherine II of
Russia.

Justice and the safety of Europe and the
world demand that Poland shall be reestab¬
lished as .-in independent state. Moreover.
if then' is a race that has earned freedom
by suffering and working and lighting for
it. thai race i. the Polish, The whole world
achimes Polish heroism mid Polish endur¬
ance. In the past the exiled patrio'.- of Po¬
land have made friends for their nation
wherever there are friends of liberty and
justice. From the battlefields of the Ameri¬
can Revolution to those of the Boer strug-
gle for independence Poles Were always
found shedding their blood in defence of
right against might, of the weak against the
strong. In the Great War the millions of
Poles all over the world exhibited a new

quality in addition to those which the world
is accustomed to associât«1 with the Polish
name. We mean an ability for concerted
action, an advantage ihe lack of which in
the past has cost the Polish kingdom its ex-

Like lfu- Magyars
But isn't there something sentimental,

something question-begging, in this world-
wide worship of the Polish nation? What
we mean will at once become clear to
Americans when their attention is called «to
the analogous example of the Magyars. For
the last two generations the world has ad¬
mired the heroic struggle of the Magyar
nation for independence. N'o race hai evci

put up a gallanter light against twentyfold
arts than did '«he Magyars in 1848.

But heroism and the love of freedom did
not prevent the Magyar nation, or. rather,
then leaders, from suppressing and exploit¬
ing in the most ruthless fashion millions of
the non Magyar subjects of Hungary, On
tlu- oilier hand, world-wide admiration for
Magyar heroism and !<«¦.¦«' of freedom did
ptcvent fur the last half century tin- op-
pressed victims of Magyar tyranny from
getting :« hearing before the mitions of Eu
rope and America. Tin« very glamour of the
Magyar light for liberty cas! a shadow on
the fact that liberty in the Magyar aristo¬
cratic conception meant not only liberty for
Magyars to live their own lives, but also
liberty to oppress others. The present
writer presumes to speak on this subject
with a sort of authority, he himself being
a Magyar, but one who always believed in
freedom for Magyar and non-Magyar alike,
to which belief the horrors of the last four
years have apparently converted the entire
Magyar nation.

Ttco (¿allant Races
Now, there is a striking analogy between

Magyar and Polish national characteristics,
t There is very much in common between ;!
, two peoples in intellectual and sentimental

makeup. They arc both liberty loving;
they arc gallant, artistic by instinct and
tradition; also a little u-istablc; they arc
both bom "charmers"; they have dash and
grace of manners, and, above all, an excep-

f tionally suave and at the same time tiery
eloquence, which, coupled with an amazing

¡ft for languages, enables them to plead
'or their cause in tongues other than
heir own.

If there are laces instinctively aristo¬
cratic the Magyars and Poles belong to
them, just as the Swiss or Norwegians or

Serbs are instinctively democratic.
But the analogy can be extended even

further. Just the other day political op¬
pression and economic exploitation have
caused, before our very eyes, the downfall
of the historic Magyar kingdom. On the
other hand, it is comparatively little known
that the downfall of the historic Polish em¬

pire was due largely to the same cause. This
is at least what Professor R. H. Bain, one of
the foremost British authorities on Slavonic
subjects, says, and his assertion is confirmed
by Bruckner, the great Polish historian, and
others whose evidence will be accepted as

impartial.

Historic Poland
In short, whereas the necessity of Polish

independence cannot be disputed from any
angle whatever, it is extremely important
to make it clear that Polish independence
should be restricted to areas with an exclu¬
sively or overwhelmingly Polish population.
Now, the extreme Polish nationalist is not.

content with a Poland consisting of such ex-

clusively Polish territory. The,extreme na¬
tionalistic demand is for a Poland including
besides twenty millions of Poles at least
fifteen millions of non-Poles.

Historic Poland, the restitution of which
is urged by the Polish nationalists, would
include, beside the territories "indisputably
Polish," also large districts inhabited by
Lithuanians and White Russians in tin-
northeast and Ukrainians in the south and
southeast, not to speak of the millions of
Jews situated in a sort of semicircle along
the old Russian pale.

The maximum demand of the Polish, chau¬
vinists runs for a state incorporating a
large part, of Lithuania, part of White Rus¬
sia, also entire Galicia, two-thirds of which
is populated by Ukrainians; the Ukrainian
pro'.nee.- of Cholm, Voihynia, Podolia
and the entire territory west of the Dniepei
as tar as Ki- v. This would mean the incor-
poration in 3 of about eight millions
of unwiilii inian subject?.

W hat the ft arid Has Learned
Li an emergency, however, the Polish im-

perialists could be induced to content them-j selves with the province of Cholm and East-
ern Galicia, or even with a strip of the lat-
ter province, including the cities of Leni-
berg, Przemysl (Peremishl) and Borislav.
The possession of this strip would give the

j Poles control of the oil field? of Eastern
Galicia-- next to the Rumanian the richest
¡u Europe.
The world has learned the sufferings and

sacrifices of the world war were the tuition
fee what the rule of one race by another
means. The examples of Turkish and Austro-
Hungarian racial tyranny are too vividly
impressed upon the minds of Englishman
and Frenchmen and Americans to be easily
forgotten. It is reasonable to hopr» that the
peace congress, in defining the boundaries
of independent Poland, will adhere to the
principle laid down by President Wilson.
that independent I'oland shall consist of ter¬
ritories with a genuinely Polish population.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir; Apropos of "Britain's Day" it is well

for all men of magnanimous spirit to pause
for a moment and give expr< ssion to that
fair meed of praise which cannot be denied
to the people across the sea.

The significance oi Britain's contribu-
tion to the war will never fade; our chil-

j dren and our children's children will con-
template the .-tory with wonder and admi-
ration and will be uplifted aim inspired
thereby. One may hardly choose any sin-
gle factor entering into the mighty epic
for special mention it is all so consis-
tently glorious: and immortal. Perhaps it

i may be admissible, however, to recall here
a few words from one of the utterances of
Lloyd George, words that convey to the
opta mind the true index .4 the strength
and humanity of British character. Said this
God-given leader and Inspirer of his people:
"We are scourged to an elevation win re

we can see the great everlasting things
thai matter for nations the great peaks
we liad forgotten, of honor, dutv, patriot-
ism and the pinnacle of sacrifie.* pointing
like a rugged finger to heaven." In honor-
ing Britain we do credit to ourselves.

VYM. TAYLOR.
New York. Dec

What We Did
By Frank H. Simonds
'«eh«. 191«. Svm -, ;

ALTHOUGH there are already
scores of narratives of the First
Battle of the Somme, the sim¬

plest and the best account is that con¬
tained in the official report of Field
Marshal Sir Douglas Haig, and it ma-.-
be doubted if America's share in the
winning of the final campaign of the
war will ever be more concisely or ¡m.
pressively presented than in the modest
and straightforward statement of Gen¬
eral Pershing.

It is, too, a wonderful story. On April
20, at Seicheprey, we had a skirmish,
memorable only for a certain quality
which it disclosed in our young ?roop?.
On April "J'i our first division went into
action and took Cantigny, held it. broke
the counter attacks. Canti«gny is the
beginning. We arrived there after the
first flood of the German rush had been
checked ; we opened the process of re-

gaining lost ground.
A little more than a month later Lu-

dendorfT wins his last victory ana burst?
across the Aisne. In that critical hour
American divisions, gathered up from
rest camps, seized upon in the moment
of supreme necessity, appear on the road
to Paris and south of the bridge across
the Marne at Chateau Thierry. In hot!
places we hold. The marines w.n new

glory and the road to Paris is barred.
We were the last reserve in that mo¬

ment, and, little as we had to give, it
was just enough.
Another month, and the tide turns.

WThi!e divisions of ours share the bur¬
den of breaking Ludendorff's final bid
for success, others are with Margin ir
the spearhead of Foch's counter offen¬
sive. Ours is only a smaller share. I:
is Gouraud who breaks the German at¬

tack; the pick of the French storm troops
are with Mangin. But we are a part.
Then at last the greater chance comes:

we have an army, and in mid-September
our army fights its first battle at St.
Mihiel. It marks the first recession of
the German from ground held since 1914.
He loses towns and territory, he lose?
16,000 prisoners, while our casualties
are but 7.000. This is our first rea!
blow, but more is to cor. e shortly.

As it stands in the last days of Sep¬
tember, the German is hard pressed or

all fronts. His retreat has begun, and
for this retreat he has two routes, that
northward through Liège, that
ward through Sed:.:;. i: is «to be our
mission to close the southern door. If
we can. then so great is the concentra¬
tion of 'men, material and muditions
which the Germans have in fjur year.«
accumulated in France and Belgium a

disaster is bound to follow. The Liege
neck of the bottle is too narrow to serve

the purpose.
So from September 2t> to November

1! we fight to close that Sedan gateway.
One army grows to two, and -besides we

lend divisions to help in Fl
Champagne. We lack tanks and war

materia!, for our allies net all their
resources elsewhere. We have to make
men serve for machines. The German
perceives the peril and sends his best
troops to face us, forty divisions first
and last. For more than a month he
holds his ground, but his strength begins
to ebb, he cannot keep up the pace and,
on November I. we break through and
in the next days our troops reach the
edge of Sedan; the southern gateway is
closed. 'I he is left surrend«
supreme disaster, and ! ,-¡ '.¦ dorfl
chooses ti urrendt :.

The thing thai happened to Napoleon
has then happened to William II. In
the end the young troop- of thearoused
nationalities of Europe wore out his
veterans. To the end his troops fought
well and the skill of his command was

unmistakable, but he lacked the force
His victories were local and of passing
importance, his defeats wen
his battle losses irreplaceable. So finally
we had the abdication of Fontai
compun ion piece to the armistice oí
Senlis.
When Ludendorff bega cam¬

paign our allies were outnumbered b]
upward of forty divisioi we had
one division ready. When '. ended '¦'¦'

had forty division >, thirty tu

ten serving as material to repl; wast
age. More than all else th
story of the campaign of 1918.
prey with a regiment, Cantigny with a

division, not more than thri
at the Marne in Ji wice as

many in July; and the one

St. Mihiel in September, two etween
the Seule and the Bar in v

We were the la I r» «¦ of iviliz»
tion ; we arrived terribly late upon a

field on which disaster h ivoided
only by the supreme and unbelievable
heroism and devotion of our associates
But, having arrived, we gave all that we

had unhesitatingly, and what we gave
was placed in the hands < one of tt*
greatest captains of all time.
The winning of th;s war

single achievement of any ation; ca¬
parisons of amounts contrib ted will n0t

be made by those tred all the
tasks loyally and to thi tien
capacities. It is for cur allies to ap

praise the value of (>:;

they will be the first I e ^at
national sen.se of deep and lasting pn,k'
in cur young army, new!;,- come from
farm and factory, which made the cam-

páign of the Meuse of 1918, brokeItiw
German lines, closed the Sedan gateyaJ1
and was on the road to Germany itae«
when the foe surrendered.

As for General Pershing, his personal
achievement i- revealed in that ol ' «¦

army, and he wisely and characteristi¬
cally leaves it at that. But how manj
foolish tongues will be silenced by the

generous and just tribute he pays to

our associates abominable word.0
our allies!


