
Interesting Personalities
Of Our Own and Former Times

By Willis Fletcher Johnson
Four Great Names

Standing for Something Much
More Than Mere Names

cattNENT VICTORIANS. By Lytton Strachey.
inlisusted Boytl Sw>, pp tí, S5L G. P. Tut-
r.am's Sons.

Wr ought, of course, to regard this
book as piffle. Such is the dictum of
the g'ib patter of the day. "Victorian,"
forsooth! Can any Rood come out of
Nazareth? Is it not the Alpha and the
Omega of the creed, without belief in

ou shall in no wise be saved,
thai the whole Victorian Era, curly,

and late, was filled with noth-
r> ul sheer banalities, which we

should strive to forget as the humilia¬
tion of the race? Yet. shameless, we

rc si ."'. incd to our idols that wo

held there to have been more strength

BOOKS FOR GIFTS
Who Is the Girl
This Soldier Loved?
THE LOVE OF
AN UNKNOWN
SOLDIER
4 MANUSCRIPT F017XD
ISA DVOOCT
Second Edition. Cloth, 91.25 net.

Deeply touching, more vital and
alive than any novel, this story of
a great love will strike home to the
heart of every woman who has
ever loved.

OUT TO WIN
Bv LT. COXINGSBY DAWSON,
Author of "Carry On," "The Glory
of the Trenches," Etc.

Third Edition. Cloth, $1.25 net.

A vivid, prophetic, optimistic and in¬
spiring statement of America's ac¬

complishments in France.

FICTION

THE ROUGH ROAD
By W. J. LOCKE, Author of "The
Red Planet," etc.

Fourth Edition. Cloth, $1.50 net.
A truly Lockean romance of youth
and the Great War, rich in ro¬
mantic flavor and imaginative
charm. The most popular novel of
the season.

TOWARDS MORNING
By IDA A. R. WYL1E, Author of
'The Shining Heights," etc.

Fourth Edition. Cloth, $1.50 net.
A remarkably powerful story of a

boy's soul seared by the brutal
hand of Prussianism.

THE WAR EAGLE
By W. J. DAWSON, Author of
"The Father of a Soldier," etc.

Second Edition.. Cloth, $1.50 net.
A dramatic, finely written and con¬
ceived story embodying a record
of the first year of the war.

BENTON OF THE
ROYAL MOUNTED
Bv SERGEANT RALPH S. KEN¬
DALL.

Second Edition. Cloth, $1.50 net.
A true tale of thrilling adventure

dealing with the Canadian Royal
Northwest Mounted Police.

THE GHOST GIRL
By II. DE VERÉ STACPOOLE,
Author of "The Man Who Lost
Himself," etc.

Cloth, $1.50 net
A delightful and winsome tale which

furnishes a contrasting picture of
modern Ireland and the days of
old romance of a by-gone genera¬tion in Charleston, S. C.

OF ALL BOOKSELLERS

JOHN LANE CO., NEW YORK

A Christmas Gift.
"A valuable addition to any library.".Brooklvn Eagle.
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mmt¡ By SAMUEL, MTKRAT.
i !.. ted Travel Volume entertaininglyInstructively treats of Condition» andof Peoples on Five Continents;« >'i graphically describes many Features,Including Victoria Fallt, (Rhodesia). Splen¬did Ut ¡es of Australia. Head Water« of the>"le (Uganda), Grand Taj Mahal Monu¬ment, Stalwart Himalaya»,, and Halemau-niau Volcano.

'¦'; Illus., Map. 52.50 Net. At All Book Stores.
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i" the httlc finster of a single Vic¬torian than in the collective carcassesof the who'e mult iludo of mannikinsnow disporting themselves in e1oc overthe passing of an ape which was tothem as is the sunshine to thel blind
worm.

Therefore we receive Mr. Strachev'svolume with gratitude and jov. For'he
is himself a true Victorian, thoughposthumous He enters truly into the
very spirit of the migbtv men and
women of that ape, and writes of themwith the same authority of letters, the
exquisite felicity of stvle and theblondín? of wit and wisdom by whichthey themselves were distinguished.We sunposc that :i plebiscite would
not choose more than one of thesefour of whom ho writes as among the
créâtes» four Victorians. No matter.He docs not call them the most emi-
rent, but merely eminent; nnd if they
were r.ot that, then i.-^ reason fled tobrutish beasts.
These four wort, moreover, about as

widely separated and us strong.y con-
trasting as any four in that ape couldhe. and ihr same may bo said of their
to: n ictivc environment«, so that a con-
.aeration of them presents a fourfold

conspectus of that ape from the four
cardinal points of the compass. And
hero id one of the triumphant charms
ol' Mr. Strnchey's work, that ho ap-predates all tour equally, and with
equal sympathy enters into the veryspirit of their lives and works. There
is a vein of mordant cynicism hero
and there. \\ ho could refrain from it

I when contemplating Gladstone's be¬
trayal of Gordon, and the subsequent
event when "every one agreed tha.
General Gordon had boon avenged at
last"? But never does that conceal or
compromise the profound sincerity of
both constructive and destructive criti-
cism, the sanity of judgment and the
splendor of spirit which make this
volume a memorable tribute to one of
the most memorable eras in the historyof the human intellect.

Everything Arabic
CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARD A HIRTORT OF
ARARIC OOTHIC CCLTCRE. Bv l*o Wiener.
Vol. I. Svo. pp xixvi. 301. The Ncalo Publish¬
ing Company.
"When, in the course of human

events," the time shall come.may it
yet be far!.for the author of this
erudite pantagnosis to shuffle off this
moital coil, we have this passionate
desire: That somewhere in the Elysiar
Fields he mayencounter the shade of the
Rev. Walter William Skeat; and.mayI we be there to see! For in this volume

I which appears to be merely the first
droppings of a deluge, he simply plays
tiddleywinks with Skeatian etymology
and enunciates this rule for universal
use: "In case of doubt, say Arabic."

j Apparently everything that is Gothic,
Icelandic or Teutonic is really Arabic.

NCWPibnITtionsoflVOtC

Studies in
Literature
Sir Arthur
Quiller-Couch
8° $2.50

Editor, novelist, poet, critic
and educator, "Q'' is one of
the most distinguished of liv¬
ing men of letters. These
"studies" carry both interest
and weight. His literary criti¬
cism is full of fresh view¬
points, opening new possibili¬
ties of appreciation for the
reader at the same time that it
educates his judgment. The
periods covered range from
the seventeenth to the nine¬
teenth centuries.

Motives in
English Fiction
Robert Naylor
Whitford
8° $2.00

The scope of this scholarly
and entertaining work cm-

braces the English novelists
from Sir Thomas Malory to
Miss Mitford, with a glance
beyond, to the present. As
well as a brilliant history of
English fiction, a fresh view is
given of its variation in at¬
mosphere, motivation, dia¬
logue, and characterization.
By the Professor of English
Literature, Toledo University.
Now York 6, P, Putnam'S SOnS London

Read
r
KATHLEEN NORRIS'S

story of a
woman's faith

Josselyn's
Wife

JV>«, $1.40

4th Editton.$i.00 Net

FnrHTHE
By CLARA E. LAUGHLIN

WITH ¿THE AID OF

Lieut.-Col. Requin of Foch'i Staff

"A true picture. I hope many
Americans will read it."

.Stephane Lauzanne.

FLEMING H.REVEU COMPANY, Publishers

Even the names of the old Norse Rods,Wodan, and Freya and the rest, are
pure Arabic.not mere gum arable,mind you, which may be trngacanth,but the real thing, from Arahy theBlest, Well, in our humble little liter¬
ary critic way, we venture not to
question tbo infallibility of this stu¬
pendous ehow of learning. We possess
oift- soul in patience, waiting for that
meeting with Skeat. Then shall weknow what happens when an irresist¬ible force impinges upon an immov¬able body. As our good old post-grad¬uate professor of physics said, "Seme-thing's just got to bust!"

Mrs. Howe's Daughter
Her Volume of Chatty and

Charming Reminiscences
MEMORIES GRATO AND DAY. Hv Florencellnwc HaJJ \\n>. .i-initl.qpiiM.-o portrait. Svo.1>P. 343. Harper A Bros.
Wo confess that it was with some

feeling of apprehension that we re-
garded the announcement of this vol-
unie. It was only a little while agothat we read that marvclously interest-
ing "Life of Julia Ward Howe" by Mrs.
Hall and her sister, and we feared that

I the present work would almost of ne¬
cessity by either largely u repetition of

.¡it or an anti-climax after it. For that
thought we now present ourselves be
fore Mrs. Hall in sackcloth and ashes.
True, that fear might have been war-
ranted and have been realized in some

| other similar case. But we ought to
have known that it. could not be in the
case of a writer so opulent in interest¬ing memories as this daughter of Mrs,Howe.
So the book proves to be just as freshand original as though the other had

never been written, and to he quiteworthy to stand beside it in personaland historic interest. And il dù<
. sparkle with interest on every page.About Charles Sumner. for example;He had wonderfully beautiful whiteteeth, and therefore declined to eat'huckleberry pic! On one occasion heoffered his hand, on the street, to Rob-

crt C. Winthrop, and it was refused.
¦.cause of a speech which he had re¬
cently made in the Senate. Again, he
indignantly rebuked a member of theHowe household for saying that theclock was "out of kilter," insistingthat there was no such word aa "kilter"in the English language.as a matter
of fact, it was in the dictionary. Mrs.Hall shrewdly points out what was one
of the serious flaws in Sumner's noble
mind, namely, lack of a sense of humor.

t
We cannot lay that to the charge of the

'

younger Charles Francis Adams, how-
1 ever; not even when he «was remon-
) strated with at Harvard.as an under-
' graduate.for wearing a shockinglybad hat, and promptly replied, "An
; Adams can wear any sort of hat he
> wishes!" But what are we to say of
, George Bancroft, distinguished in office
and in letters, venerable in years, and
patriarchal of beard, pleading with a

young lady partner at a ball, "Call me
George!"
The book is full of such delicious

touches, which are no more trivial nor
gossippy than the things which have
made Boswell famous, which are always
full of human interest and of illumi¬
nating significance, and which never
show so much as a suspicion of malice.
Errors of fact are gratefully few, the
only one calling for correction beingMrs. Hall's reference to her uncle's
statuary which crowns the WashingtonCapitol as a statue of "Liberty"; a mis¬
take which is made by half the writers
and speakers who ever mention that
statue of Freedom. Wè owe the author
thanks for recalling that once famous
minstrel verse, heard nightly on the' stage during the Crimean War and
loudly applauded in token of American

! sympathy with Russia against the Al-
lies:

Queen Victoria's very sick;
Napoleon's got the measles;

Sebastopol's not taken yet,
Pop goes the weasel!

Sebastopol was, however, presentlyI taken, and then the song was heard no
more upon our minstrel stage. But itI is a great delight to meet with one
who3e childhood memories still hold
that famous ditty, which we had feared
had been forgotten by all but ourselves.
-*-

j "The Call to the Colors," by Charles
Tenney Jackson (illustrated, 12mo, D.
Appleton & Co.), is the story of a boy's
adventures with Pershing in Mexico
and also "somewhere in France."

TheGarden ofEden
in the War

There's a little place in Meso-
j potamia that the Tommies calledI the Hill Station for Hell, until
they decided that that was doing
Hell an injustice. And that was

the Garden of Eden, so they say.
A Crowded and Colorful Book

It is an extraordinary story.a! wild Arabian Night's affair.
j crowded beyond belief with inci¬
dent and color.

Read of that fearful retreat
through the desert.of the Jong.
brave, black months at Kut, and
the magnificent victory under Gen-
eral Maudé. Here, too, are the
stories of the Thames Penny
Steamer that went under her own

steam from London to the Tigris.
of the special dinner given by an

¡ Arab chief, with things to cat that
make your hair stand on end.
but we can't tfll you the whole
story.

It costs only $2, and it will keep
you busy reading for a week, and
will give you interesting stories to
tell your friends for a month. It's
a wonderful Christinas present.

THE WAR IN THE
CAME CÍ THE W0«D

By Eleanor Franklin Egan
Get it today at your bookseller's

Harper & Brothers. Established 1817

.American.
Soldiers' and
Sailors' Diary

1919
The special value of this above other
diaries lies in the quotations which
head each pane.compiled and ar¬
ranged b\¡
MARY PARKER CONVERSE.
Letters from the fleet asking for

¿A« 1919 edition prove their influence.
60 cent» net at

DUTTON'S
681 Fifth Avenue, - New York

The Church and the Stage--
Book News and Miscellany

A Prince of the Church
The Life Story of the First

American Cardinal

Trim uric of JOHN cardinal m'closkky,First Prince or lie Church In Anímica. 1810-
1SSS. Iiv lib Eminence John rftrctlrml Farley.8to. pp. »Ill, 401. Longmans, flrcen & Co.
After many deferments due to the

demanda of official station Cardinal
Farley ha« now been able to complete
the life narrative of a Prince of the
Church whom he intimately knew and
for whose memory he has retained
affectionate reverence. The result is a
biography that will have significance
for every churchman alive to (he
power and prospects of the Catholic
Church in the United States. On his
way to describing the character and
activities of his furnier chief, the au¬
thor gives an engaging picture of Cath¬
olic conditions in the day of email
thing'!. Liberty for Catholic worshipin the State of New York wan not
achieved until 178-1. The first church
was built on land purchased from
Trinity Corporation and with (lie aid
of money solicited in Mexico and .South
America. The Spanish minister, Diego
do Gardoqui, secured for the project a
gift of a thousand per,os from his mas¬
ter, Charles III. It was in this now
historic St. Peter's Church, erected in
1780 in Barclay Street, that Elizabeth

Dale Drummond
Evolution of Peter Moore"; Brltton

Publishing Co.)

Ann Bayley.afterward to be known
in religion as Mother Seton.was con¬
certed and baptized. At the" same font
the infant John McCloskey was bap¬
tized in 1810, and it was in the same
parish that he was later to come under
the strong and manly influence of Dr.
Power and to receive impulses affecting
all his after career.

Despite the distance in time, some
vivid impressions arc afforded of young
McCloskey's student life at Mount St.
Mary's, Èmmitsburg, and particularlyof1 his two years of study in Rome,
The Eternal City exerts its spell upon
the seminarian, with a consequent
deeping of the historic sense, accom¬
panied with the altogether practical
grace of a growing urbanity toward
dissenters. One of the choice thingsof the present volume is a page in fac-
simile descriptive of the festival, as
observed June 21, 1835. of St. Aloysius
Gonzaga. There is a poignant, spiritualj sincerity in the utterances, prophetic
of the authority which he was later to
wield as a shepherd of souls. On re-
turning to his native land the young
priest's promotions come steadily.When he is thirty-three years old he
is made bishop coadjutor to the re¬
doubtable Bishop Hughes of New York.
Four years later he goes to the diocese
of Albany as its first bishop, to remain
there until his appointment, in 1864, as
Archbishop of New York.

It is of an ecclesiastic that His
Eminence Cardinal Farley has writ¬
ten; a priest who modestly went about
doing the immediate duty, securing the
proprietary rights of the Church
against an irresponsible trusteeism,
promoting a great diocesan seminary,
completing the building of St. Patrick's
Cathedral, that veritable product of
"the pennies of the poor," and comingat length to the distinction of being| the first Cardinal in the American
Church. But in Cardinal McCloskeythere was always something beyondthe mere ecclesiastic. The old ladywho in a London art gallery once
gazpd at a much admired portrait of
another Cardinal and exclaimed, "But
where is the love of Cod?" would have

j had no such question to propound con¬
cerning this churchman, of whom his
distinguished and beloved biographertells us: "Cardinal McCloskey was
above all, and through all, and in all,
a man of God. He never sought the
applause of the world or the honors
of the Church. Life's great end3 . . .

I were his constant thoughts."
D. B.-G.

m

Christian Church History
A HISTORY OF TTTK CHRISTIAN CTTTRCH. T?yWUllston Walker. Titus Street Professor of Ec-cleiastical TllMorv iri Vale University. Svo, pp.xlll, 624. Charles Scrlbner*s Sons,.

I Forty years ago a single-volumed his-
tory of the Christian Church came out
of Yale, and Dr. Fisher's handbook
served its own generation so well that
there is a sentimental fitness in the is¬
suance from the same university of a
new handbook serviceable for the time
that now is. Professor Walker's ad-
mirably proportioned treatise assigns

1 Letters of Susan Hale |
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w i t t V 1of sur-ig
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two sections to the Apostolic Age and
to the development as far as Constan-
tine, one section of the Imperial State
Church and two sections to the Middle
Ages. The last two chapters deal re¬
spectively with the Reformation and
the transition to the modern religioussituation. That the abundant material
s.iou.d have been brought within the
scope of a volume of little over six hun¬
dred pages, and so judicious a ba.ance
preserved, is in keeping with the ex-
pectations of students acquainted with
.our author's earlier productions.

In the spirit of exact science the
modern historian of the Church is re¬
quired to report on facts rather than
to labor a thesis. For as the illustrious
heretic, M. Loisy, was not long ago
saying, one cannot write history at the
bidding of a theological principle. This

¡fidelity may result in the loss of a few
¡privately worshipped idols, as when
I'rot'essor Walker convince-; us that the
relation of the Apostles' Creed to the
Apostles themselves was a much medi¬
ated connection, or that the Apostolic¡bathers were so called because'of the
erroneous notion that they had been
personal disciples of the «Apostle:;, or
that the threefold order in the ministryis an institution foreign to the primi-1ive Church. The central significance of
¡the Reformation, aj this scholar sees it,
is in the breakdown of the Sacramental
principle. A3 for the long story of the
Church, with its achievements and fail¬
ures, it is a revelation of the divine
life marvellously transforming the lives

tC:ííí?^:^íi;íísa;;^cS5(í'x¦.«¦r.í-.í- .. "...-;.'¦'¦¦¦¦. ¦¦¦.."

Burton E. Stevenson
("A King in "Babylon"; Small, Maynard

& Co.)

of men. In every age, says Dr. Walker,its tasks have seemed insuperable; yet
no Christian can survey what the
Church has done without confidence in
its future.

Modern Composers
CONTEMPORARY COMPOSERS. tîv Daniel
Gregory Mason. Tho Maoralllan Company.
Mr. Mason's latest book is a valuable

contribution to the safe and sane in
music. It is, on the whole, however,
more successful in its generaliza-
tions than in its appreciation of
particular composers, and even in
its generalizations there is a laying of
too much stress upon the superiority
of the intellect over the emotions. Mr.
Mason is a stupendous admirer of Vin-
cent d'Indy, but there are few outside
of the Parisian ultra-Catholic cénacle
who would subscribe whole-heartedly
to his admiration for this master of
the dry-as-dust, Mr. Mason seems to
.be attracted by d'Indy because of his
distrust of instinctive emotion.emo-
tion which he believes has led modern
music into the slough of unrestraint.
He apparently places d'Indy above De-
bussy, though he pays a well deserved
tribute to the latter composer when he
praises him for insisting on subtle

I quality rather than overwhelming
quantity, thereby becoming one of the
most beneficial of influences against
vulgarity of the bumptious type. But
when he brands Debussy as the musi-
cian most beloved by the unmusical we
can but gasp at the ability of dialectic
to overcome common sense!
Mr. Mason also erects a shrine to

Sir Edward Elgar, and declares that
the English composer's First Sym-
¡phony is a masterpiece. Sir Edward
¡is indeed an accomplished musician,
but his American admirer does seem
to be led a step too far, but here again
¡by his dislike of the modern worship
of sensuous beauty. His chapter on

Richard Strauss is the most successful
of the four devoted to particular com-

posers. "Strauss," he declares, "is a

rather extreme case of the active tem¬
perament, a man of positively explo¬
sive nervous energy"; and again, "for
one reason and another, then.tem-
perament, environment, the enervation
of the operatic atmosphere, with its
constant quest of effect.the fresh and
vital elements in Strauss's art have
not entirely escaped contamination by
more stale conventional and specious
enes. Particularly has he failed of his
highest achievement when desire for
immediate appeal, the bias of an over-
active mind, or the fallacies of a

one-sided aesthetic have led him too
far from the subjective, notion which
is truly the soul of music." This is

I sound criticism.
Mr. Mason is on the whole effective

in his condemnation of those who find
in ragtime the truly American music.
"Ragtime," he writes, "is the musical
expression of an attitude toward life
only too familiar to us all, an attitude
shallow, restless, avid of excitement,

j incapable of sustained attention, skim¬
ming the surface of everything, find¬
ing nowhere satisfaction, realization
or repose." This is a severe but a

true indictment of modern American
metropopitan life, but even here Mr.
Mason apparently is unable to feel its
possibilities of development. Rag¬
time as it is to-day is all that he says
it is, but it lives, and all life is capable
of being enjoyed. «

Mr. Mason has written a thoughtful
and, in the main, a readable book, but
he lacks a little in the philosophy of
cakes and ale._G. V.
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L A n inspiring story of j

With Pen and Press

Authors and Publishers and
Their Doings

Homer Croy, author of "Boone Stop,"is in France "diting "The Overseas
Weekly." the official war weekly of
the A. E. F.
Stephane Lausanne, author of "Fight¬

ing France" and ed'tor of "Le Matin."
of Paris, is about to return to France.
The Century Company will early next

month publish an important and timelybook on "The Congress of Vienna "

based on the researches of Friedrich
Freksa, translated with notes by HarryHansen.
Norman Jacobsen, co-author with

Nina Wilcox Putnam of "Esmeralda,"is of Scandinavian parentage, and was
born in a log cabin in Wyoming.
The Macmillan Compapy will publish! next week H. H. Powers's "The Great

Peace," dealing with the terms which
the victorious Allies must impose upontho Huns.
The J. B. Lippincott Company will

publish next month the nineteenth vol¬
ume of the Variorum Edition of Shakes-
pease."King John," edited by Dr. Hor¬
ace Howard Furness, jr.
Abraham Cahan, author of "The Riseof David Levinsky," has gone to Eu¬

rope with the newspaper correspon¬dents for the peace conference.
The Frederick A. Stokes Companyhas taken over the publication of allthe works of Aired Noyes, ,

Chiefly Theatrical

Book.«» About the Stag«*, the
Play» and Players

PROBLEMS OK THE PLAYWRIGHT. I'.v ClavtoaHttpillton. Umo. pp. SUS. Ilcnrj Holt & Co.'THE COMMUNITY THEATRE. By Louise Bur-
lfcigh. 12mo, .>. îiiii, ISS. Little, lirai«:: ¿¿

¦fin: art THEATRE, hy Sheldon ClieacT. l2mo,
pp. 24«. Alfred A. Knopf.
Whatever may be the facts with re¬

gard to an American dramatic re-

naissance, ils lack will not be because
or any lack or* hooks heralding its

coming. The last five years have wit¬
nessed a veritable deluge of works
upon the drama, tile theatre, stage
management, the new scenic art; in-
deed, everything connected with the
"tage except the art of acting. In
three books recently issued from the
press only one of them touches upon
this obsolete subject, except that Mr.
Clayton Hamilton does give a very
sympathetic discussion of the art of
Mme. Yvette Guilbert, a great actress.
indeed, but one unconnected with
the spoken drama. Mr. Hamilton
calls his latest volume "Problems
of the Playritrht," and in i'
he deals with various phases of the
modern theatre. Seriousness is the
outstanding fact of all that Mr. Ham¬
ilton attempts. He is a well-rear!
student of the modern drama, well
(grounded in its establshod technique

and a believer in that technique. He
j is no revolutionist, no radical.pven
alas, in his poetic references. Ther?
is so much that is exceUont in the
volume that we wish his literary al¬
lusions had been less terribly trite;
most of these seem borrowed from s
condensed version of "Familiar Quota¬
tions."

Pinero r.nd Jones are the cods ol
Mr. Hamilton's modern dramatic
firmament. Tennyson seems to be hii
favorite poet. Mr. Hamilton is certain¬
ly a Victorian: some unkind souls might
club him mid-Victorian. He is also s
lover of Barrie. He loves all Barrie.
even the shoddy Barrie. He also loves
tho superlative. Mr. Pinero is the finest
dramaturgic artist still living. Mr.
fînl«worthy i* a great man, etc lr1

short, Mr. Hamilton has one of the
requisites of genius.he is in spiri't
close to the child.the child that is in
the sophomore. *

Yet it would be unkind to leave Mr.
"amilton here, even if he does adore
Pinero and belittle shaw. If he is often
the sophomore who likes the well-made
nlay, he gets many a shrewd cut at
fhe ofher sophomore who nlacavH«» hi1!
superiority with borrowed Shavian
brilliance. He declares that the ad¬
mirers of Shaw are middle-class, that
the true aristocrat prefers Pinero, just
as he prefers Tennyson to Browning.Lower class, middle class, upper class
.Mr. Hamilton uses these terms as
glibly as1 any class-conscious I. W.
W. Yet when he writes.
"No dramatist. who lacks the

primal gift of spontaneous and ab¬
solute creation.however brilliant be
his talents as a critic.can finally be
ranked among the greatest. Foi
this reason, the plays of Bernard
Shaw will ultimately be regarded as
inferior to the plays of J. M. Barrie
and the best plays of Pinero and
Jones, and the few good plays oí
Galsworthy. All these other dramatist?
have brought us face to face with
many characters whom we know tc
be alive, and Bernard Shaw has not.
We can all of us.lower, middle oi

upper class, as we may think our¬
selves.cry "Amen!" It is good, too
to find that Mr. Hamilton has no1
been taken in by Mr. Percy MacKaye

.; though he evidentlv likes that pon-
derous poet's "The .Scarecrow.'
"Problems of the Playwright" contains

'j much good matter, much sound sense;
it is a little heavy in style, a little
obvious in illustration, but it is well
worth reading.

Louise Burleigh's "The Community
Theatre," with a prefatory letter b^
Percy MacKaye. is an extended dl-
gest of the work so far aecomnlishec
in our various pageants and little
theatres, with a plea and a plan foi
the further development of the art
theatre. It is an unpretentious volume
which ought to be of some interest
to the révoltera from *he commercia'
theatre.
"The A'rt Theatre," by Pheldor

Cheney, is a more extended and more
serious work, dealing largely with the
same theatre. There is in the book s
let of flub-dub about "synthetic
ideals," and "rhythms," and "styliza-
Hon" and a dozen o'ther preciosities b\
which so many of the supporters o1
the modern theatre movement sur

j round their subject with a mystic
hedge, penetrable only to the initiate
fcut there is also a lot of informatior
and some remarkably good ohoto
graphs of stage settings. The chaptei
mn acting comes as a relief after the
opening pages of rumble-bumble. 11
gives sound advice as to the need foi
clear enunciation and distinction olI bearing. The portion on stage setting«
is also admirable, and while giving
Gordon Craig and Adolfe Appia full
eredit for their innovations, it does
not reject thf more practical work ol
the newer scenic artists, taking up
particularly the settings of Sam
Hume, of the Arts and Crafts Theatre
in Detroit. The general progress o)
this most interesting playhouse takes
up a good part of the book and forms
an interesting example of what oui
American dramatic revolutionists
have been able to accomplish. "The
Art Theatre" is a book of marke«
merit when once it settles down tc
?acts.

"In the Fourth Yer.r," by H. G
Wells (12mo, the Macmillan Company)
is a discussion, in characteiistic Well
sian style, of the League of Nations
which is to. make the world safe foi
democracy, and particularly of the
kind of democracy for which Mr. Wells
thinks the world should be made safe
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