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tion of shipping and, more hiroadly, the
whale disturbance of fransportation

body urging labor's support for the at-
tempt of the Brotherhood of Electrieal
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The rules of procedure for the peace
tonference disclose a concert of nations
in working order. PURNE leaguae  of
nations regulating the concerns of the |
world, 1z it a projected image of that |
league of natiens which ia to emerge |
from the peact compucet?

In the de focto association there is a
grouping of nutions according o rank-
ings established by the war,

In the first group are the United
States, Great Britain, France, Italy and
Japan. They have “general interests.”
They are world powers.

Next comes the belliperent group with
“particular interests.” It emhbraces the
minor Allied belligerents, includinz the
new states of Hedjaz, Poland and Czecho- |
Slovakia. . |

In the third group ave nations which |
broke off diplomatic relations with the
enemy.

Russia’s status is unsettled. Germany,
Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey |
are excluded, as are all the mneutral |
states. !

If any league of nations is to issue
from the deliberations of the congress
it will, therefore, be a league established
by the Allied peoples. It will have to |
be adhered to by the neutral and enemy |
states without eollaboration on their part,
unless Article IX, the text of which is
withheld, provides for consultation with
representatives of the neutrals, It will
be a logical development of associations
cemented by the war, not an abstract
scheme of union which treats all coun-
tries—ally, enemy and neutral—on
parity. |

The world control assumed by the |
peace conference may be deseribed ug a
“balance of power,” exercised by the
five leading Allied nations. It may be .
described as a leazue of those nations
which have fourht and won the battle
of freedom and civilization, It may be
described as a league of all nations, with
gradations among the various groups.
But it remains what it is—a union of
power to enforce peace and justice in
the world. It doesn’t matter what name
is given to it. The main thing is to
make it work.

League of Five

i

a

The Milling Wheat Shortage

A very curious situation has arisen in |
some Western states—and especially in
the Southwestern. In the fuce of the
splendid harvests this year there is an
actual shortage of wheat for the mills |
to grind. This appears to be due large-
ly to the millers themselves, Possibly
through fright at the clamor raised over
the government's guurantee of a huase
price for wheat and the considerable
surplus that seemed in sight, the millers
failed to make their usual purchases.
The result wias that the government's |
grain corporation was vompelled to take |
the wvery lurpe ufferings  from
farmers, who also seem to have been im- |
pelled to sell by fear lest the govern- |
ment's contract be repudiated.

The effect is that in many states mill-
ing wheat has been selling at a premium |
of from 15 to 350 cents over the price |
guaranteed by the government, that is, |
around $2.50 a hushel, The situation
has become so acute that it is now stated
the grain corporation will reverse its
established policy and resell to the
millers at a premium of 12 cents a |
l?ushel to meet the storage, interest and !

| nsurance charges that the millers them- !
selves would otherwise have had to pay.
This is to prevent cash wheat from soar-
Ing to some guch a figure as $3 or more, |
as it reached in 1917, befove the govern- |
ment stepped in,

It is an extraordinary lesson in the
role that mere distribution has come to
play in this world’s affairs,

lous situation all over the world, The
wheat erops in many parts of Russia are
reported a3 unusually good. Yet all the
horrors of famine appear to exist in
Petrograd and other Russian cities.
There is, we know, a considerable, though
much exaggerated, surplus of wheat jn
Australia and also in the Argenine, some
of which has been rotting for two or
three years simply for lack of ships.
Even Norway, a seafaxing country, has
had to declare mentless days, In the
Argentine there has been almost u popu-
lar uprising owing, in part, to the un-
satisfactory condition of the markets
there; and similar uprisings are threat-
ened in Europe for opposite reasons. In
one place it is an excess, in the other a
searcity., .

8o the whent scarcity in the South-
west merely reflects a world-wide dia-

| the office then.

| deveted himselt with extraordinary dili-

| the milk fignt.

| been sustained in

the | state supervision if their interests are to

There are !
notable examples of this same anoma- |

L

wronght by the submarine and other
forces in the war, will have deep effect
for a good while to come. o There seems
now little prospect for cheaper food
prices anywhere this year. It seems
likewise clear that all the wild calamity

talk about the United States being sad- |

dled with a loss of a “billion dollars”
on its wheat guarantee
as it was vicious. The world, even the
United States, will need all the wheat it
can get, and will pay a high price for it

was as haseless

Put Mann Aside
Two years ago 'I’he Tribuye opposed
James R, Mann's candidaey for
Speakership, It thouzht him unfit for

It thinks him even more
unit now,

My, Mann cveated a Tactitious reputi-
tion in the House. He was industrious.

e mastered the rules of that hotly,
which  have alwavs remained v dark
piystery to most of its members. He

gence 19 the voutine of legislation. Most
af his colleagues looked up to him' be-
cause he knew vastly move than they did
about House business,

As a parliamentarian and o wateh-

linois member made his mark, But when
big issues came ulong to tost his hreadth
of mind and his erip on realitics, he
fizaled out. He was against military
preparedness when military prepared-
ness would have counted most, He was
a “little nayy” man. He opposed the
reorganization of our antiquated army.

Mr. Mann is a survivor fyom the Can-
nonistic régime. He helongs to the past.
He is not the sort of leader the Republi- |
can party of to-day can afford to tie to.
He has lost his usefulness,

It is just us imperative now that he
should be set aside as it was a decade ago
that the power of Cannonigm should be
broken,

A Dubicus Victory

Ostensibly the Dalrymen's Leacue |
and the New Youl farmer have won in |
But have they? A ficht |
i3 never settled until it is settled right,
and there have been many vietovies more
costly than defeat.

What has really happened this:
The sanctity of the Warren formulz has
New York, anid New
York ‘only, as & basis for fixing the
price; an economic use to which it was
never intended to be put, Whila a0 high-
er prige is paid in the months of suarcily,
@ lower price i

s asgiened to the months
of plenty. This onecurages the winter
farmer, but discouraves (he summer
farmer, and thercby decreases produc-
tion, “Price fixing" is an economic fal-
laey, alwavs bringing its own reactions.
The experience of the Federal Food
Board even under war conditions denon-
strated this, and it was practised only in
a few emergency cases and always wus

the |

| returping soldier with emplovment.

Workers to organize a national teléphone |

girls' union, Seeretary Morrison at-

tacked as “industrial Kaiserism” the al--

leged efforts of the Postoffice officials to
prevent such organization.

Organized unions among government
employes mean—Dby all the signs of ex-
perience in  Europe—two things—two
dangerous things, They mean the inter-
vention of public servants in politics,

and they mean the conflict between the |

police power of the state and the civil
servants of the state when of
hours or wages lead to a strike. We
have frowned on the first. France has
had its bitter experience of the =econd.
The dilemma is obvious. It is either
demination of gevernment by a part of

issues

labor for its own particular ends—ends |

not necessarily shared by the rest of
labor—or domination of a part of lahor
by the pgovernment, tempered by any
penchant government may have for in-
telligent and sympathetic action on its
own iaitiative. The first alternative is
repugnant, The =econd is dangerous.

The Soldier and His Job

Governor Edge, in his annual messape

to the New Jersey Legislaturve, dwells at
dor against small extravagances the Il

leneth upon the need of providing the
3
if4

| says it would be a disgrace if the soldier

| he wants wourlk.

should Tong remain unemployed, provided
The Governors of othor

| states treat the subject in much the same
| vein. The appositeness of the suggestion

attended by many and acate diffeultics. |

The whole problem is so complex as to
lend itself readily to misrepresentation,
Placing an arbitrary value on winter
mill in New York State sreater than
that asked in surrounding territory
cannot but place the dairy industry of
the state in a disastrous position in the
long run.
the farmer's and consumeor's interests
are one and should be protected, we un-
qualifiedly vegret the so-called victory of
the Dairymen’s League in fixing a price
for January milk that is based on ar-
bitvary and shiftine considervations and
is obtained by “strike methods”

The whole attitude of the conflicting
interests has DLeen retrogressive and
shortsighted, ignoring the best lessons
of food vegulation learned during the
war, lessons which are being applied in
other industries with profit to every one.
To the eonsumer one thing is proved,
namely, that both producer and distribu-
ter must be licensed and placed under

receive any consideration.  And, in the
final analysis, the interests of all three
classes are the same, for decreased con-
sumption and increased prices are Siam-
ese twins and can never ke separatod.

The vicious tendency {o promote the |

handling of & smaller volume of food at
an increased margin is one of the most
threatening factors of the food problem.
It 38 an outgrowth of the increased cost
of distribution and inadequate torminal
facilities and is always present in any
poorly organized food industry. No-
where is it more threatening than in the
case of the vital, perishable eommodity
called milk.

Labor as a Government Employe
There are vast complications in the at-
titude of organized labor toward the
great new body of Federal employes, If
the farreaching agencies now operated
by the government are to be retained in
peace times and if the great army of

then the knotty problem of unionizing

the civil service, which has caused
| enough trouble alveady in the Postoffice,
will be bitterly aggravated,

The right of civil servants to organize
and {o participate in politics through
: their organizations was warmly cham-
| pioned at the convention of the New York
| labor party.
the American Pederation df Labor and
the Central Federated Union of New
York City have brought to the fore from
another angle the relations of labor to
the government employer, The Central
Federated Union hag pussed a resolution.
setting forth that government salaries
have been “practically stationary for the
lust sixty-six years,” snd urging the ad-

turbance, KEven in England, which has

dition of a dollar,n duy to the pay enve-

Within the last few days |

admitted, a natural question is: What
are the Governors doing to carry out in a
practical way the thing they advocite?
Governor Goodrich of Indiana is ready
with a satisfactory answer. He SRYS
that last fall the Indiana people held a
conference on reconstruction and rend-
justment. It was non-partisan in chir-
acter and attended by the leading manu-
facturers, merchants, labor leaders, edi-
cators and publicists, The following in-
teresting things were accomplished:
Every soldier's military queéstionnaire was
carefully canvassed; the saldier’'s former
employer was asked if he would taie
returning soldier bacl into his em
also, he wa

asked iF there was voen for

another soldier employe; formen employ-
Crs Were asked to cive a disthans
ploye another chance, on the theary that
possibly armiy diseipline had wraneht
provement in the man; manslactovers
were asked abeut impendi ift= from
munition making to peace fime indus-
trialism.

This atale-wide canviss, ennducetad with
the aid of the conseription apents of the
Foderal povernment, met with resiits
reparded as pratifying by the poopic of
Indinnn.  In distviets outside of distine-
tively large manulacturinzneishborhood s
W per eent of the veplies syers thal {he
soldiers would have their old 1ohs baek if
they desired them, In the mill tovns 05
per pent of the veplies said that the old
Jobswere awaiting the retarnine <oldises

e =

The & per cent of unfavorable replies
came from non-essentinl ndusteies pud
out of husiness by the wiar, the forme:

| employers not being able Lo give sn e-

And out of & convietion that |

couracing answer,

HAs result of the state-wide -
vass," says Governor Goodreich, “there is
no such thing i Indiana as the ‘retyrn-
ing soldier’ problem. The soldier s
buck to his old job if he wants to."

1t might be well for the Governors of

Y

| other states, who seem to e mentally

shivering over the vision of an unem-
ploved soldier, to make use of the Indiana
idea and discover just how much of a
problem they have.

The Feeling in Italy
In a way, the reorganization of the
Orlando government, as announced in

. v |
Monday's dispatehes, may be considered

as the answer of the Italiun government
and people to the challenge uttered Ly
Dr. Vesniteh, the Serbian Minister
Paris. As will be remembered, Dy,
Vesniteh’s declavation that the Jugo-
Slavs would “ficht to the tinish®” for the
possession of Fastern Adrviatie districts
claimed by Italy scalled forth o vialont
outburst of nationalistic sontime=t in
Italy, Iff the Moderate leaders, Disso-
lati and Nitti, meant by their resignition

i

| from the Cabinel to challenge (11 ils

and Sonnino, or if thev counted on oo,
eral war weariness and a desire for the
quick consolidation of peace, even at the
price of concessions to the Jugo-Slavs,
they miscaleulated pepular feeling, 1L
was a war of Italian people, not that of
the government; and the Italian people
seem determined to follow up to its
logical end the tremendous vietory waon
by its army, scorning compromise and
coneessions.

With the retivement of the moderate.
wavering element from the povernment
and the appointment to the Cabinet of

| the idolized General Caviglia, the hero

employes are to be made civil servants |

l

of Vittorio Veneto, and of Signor String-
her, leader of Italian finances and an
exponent of nationalist extremism, the
ascendency of Barvon Sonnine, for the
moment at least, seems assured. The in-

clusion of Salvatore Barzilai, the lender |

of the Irredentist movement, himself u
native of Trieste, in the peace delega-
tion, together with Salandra, the Pro-
mier, who started the war on Austria,
and General Diaz, who finished it with
a death blow to the tottering Hapsburg
empire, seems to point in the sume di-
rection, There are signs that Great
Britain and France would favor com-
promise with the Jugo-Slavs on the ques-
tion of Fiume and Dalmatia. Short of
a sudden reversal of popular feeling, the
Orlando government would, in all likeli-
hood, face a serious situation at home
should it fail et the peace table to carry
in full the demands of Italian nation.
alism.

wnhedpable before the war and finding
thiem baek af their old tricks wavebuled

cven bl o sense of Jiomor, wot o say of |

shame, 4 am woved to this experineit

i the old Hebrew verse-foryt, whicih
Mounlton calls the Number Sonnet:
There be five avologies one rarvely

hears;
Yeu, six that
heard:

practically never arve

The expressed regret of a man who |

fought against preparedness;
The confessed slander

munition-makers or their hivelings;

The heavt-broken remorsze of one who
realizes that our delay cost millions
of lives and billions of treasure;

The loud Petcavis of
noupesd  the  advocates war
Against Germany as lovers of gove;

The publie contrition for
protence of being better than other

beeause ene advoeates an im-
possible perfection;

The biush of sepf-contempt for
tewing after the war the same old
fallacics the war itself g0 hioodily
dizproved.
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What the best novel ever written is we
do not know; nor dees anybody else.
But when the literary hot stove league
rathers and fans about the war's best
poem, our still choice is A, A, Miinels
“Irom o Full Heart”"—the one with the
lines:

When the war is over and we've done the

Belginns proud,

LS
(e

irritated

I'm goini to keep u ehreysulis and read to

it slowd

There been mamy  eomplaints
apningst the Army Postal Serviee most
aof them justified. But some of the hit-
terest comiplainers may have b

have

of those who |
accused all preparationisty of being |

those who de- |

Phavisaie |

ool

literature, al-
depariment. |
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the ““Tinests™ My, James, “that vester-
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tooan American soldier ahout Amepien
wonld got them dnto Jnil”  (Can it be |
that thers i nonlensinm ns?
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i to open the “After seving
e hove i their new eivilian clothes !
repd the first letter—from Marion, 1
wish to be put down on reeamd as being
strongly i favior of o laree; permanent

ding army,?
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Vo Waoolleatt puts it, “eoing over
tup-aprraphy.”

[t strikes one who firet BHeard “The
Giondoliers” Tast week that at least two

senes denr to the quditor's vouth were

tiken from “The Duke of Plaza Tore—

“CUhristepher Columba® wind “The Blow |
Almost Killed Father"
To the 85,000,000 ecivilians abeut

fo |

be commissioned on Nov., 0, T, 8. C. adds |

the 15,000,000 veturned warriors who
went into front e positions on Moy, 10,
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The civilian census is  incomplete
without meptioning o Gob's friend—a
mun who says he'd have enlisted long:
ago if the army had seme department of
warfare sufiiciently \dangerous to make
it intevesting to himM\_*1 supgrest " sup-
gests A Gob, “a corps for the cireula-
tion among soldiers and sailors of a pe-
tition for changing the nafme of Wash-
ington Monument to Hearst Monument.”
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A iday devold of cocktails and whis-
kéy we envisage tearlessly, But the
image of havd sauce without a suspicion
of Something in it causes the lower lip
to quiver.

P'rohibition may work a hardship on
the doctors who specialize in cirrhosis
of the liver, too.

Commercial  Candor on  Broandway:
“Extra Ordinary Shoes, $3.05."

“You may talk ¢' gin an' beer”

But that's about all,
Il Py A
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fmagination, n worlld that Leekoned to him,
thew

e motig world in ¢hinos,

him wind saids

I yon ave & mon of intelligerce, if you

e woman of purpeses then o will hentd be-
fovesyou, 1 odety won iF vou are o man
without intelligenee and wWithiont fhre!

Anil the progress of civilization, the
thing that we luye, 5 the nrogress oF man
it

be held Wiegh

waritineg and e the
whiy that mdhm

W haye nothing that does et répresent
strtierte,

represent
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We Tive nubiving thuat does
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not reépresent eoy

not

ks, It not Lt

AWy

SHEE

ey NG nolh-

ing that doss pet reoresunt wennid

Wit fiuve no philosonhy, excepting the phi-

tosophy of hope wnd Taith v owrselves and
the mighteouaness of this eontest 1
are mnking aeainst Nutore.  We ave o

cotguer this Taud and) fn o Spinin we wre
to conquer other lunds, beenvse our spivit
is one that 1z like w lving flame thut goes
abroad. It like some soft, sweet wingd
Lhiat earries a perfime across the Picifie
and the Atlantic, and we must Keen in mind
thil thing thet Americanism is, the robust
and rugged and hearty and strong men wha
win wut aewinst all adversitv; That 14 what
mitde us great. That does not confiist with
the eentle, sweet, kind and just of
our nature.

side

The one peculinr gualits in our institu-
tion, s that we Laye not alone in our hpurts,
but cul of our \hearts, given MIgANs
by which man ean nequire justive by him-
self, That is the reasen, Russiun and Av-
menian friends, that it is a haven to you.
iring your art and musie, bring all vour
nvts, and tone an our civilization. We hold
ot our hend to vouw. We want rou with
g pnd we want you to love! Amepien as
we love it, hecause it serves the world.

ki

Our boys went weross the witer, and let
ug not for one momoent lesitate to speak
their glovieus uames in pride.

| went across the water becnuse they were

filled with the spicvit that has made Amer

The Great Dry Mystery ‘

To the Editor of The Tribune.
[R: Does not the wrecking of state
vights Ly the prohibition amendment,
ecomplieating an already tungzled order-
ing of u soeiety, demand the ealling of a

constitutional convention? The revolu-
tionary ‘departure in our foreirn poliey
makes the Ameriea of yesterday estinet,

To that add woman suffpage, and now the
prohibition amendment.
in the torrent—it is the cascade.

The framers of the United States Con-

| stitution foresaw a day such as this, and

provided against it by inserting machinery
for eulling o constitutional convention,
They knew that therve come times when the
tide of innovation sweeps so whelmingly
that the ordinary millrace cannot take cave
of jt; so they provided this ndditional spill-
way, lest the flood waters cirry away the
dum.  Besides the method of piccemenl
amendment, they inserted the mechanism
for eonvoking a constitutional convention

ur boys |

we |

Hon Addvess of Seevetary Lane.)

taihnlléngre, a spirit

Camibine thiose  two
h the nea of Ameni-
el Combing the snivit of the Ws
peton Monument. that rears us in Wash-
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vitt du nnd has dones out of & zenso of it
futilityy out sef § wenseof its batha:

that iz not all o dresm th
i broueshi aut, s
o the atelligepee of Fureps to
muchineyy by whieh thig lustine

robe st ldast minimized. 1 ;
welize the man st the cotneil table,

e for mankimd foodov
-

which mu ean - favg

Bannily topether, and

the hoy o khali wie anllintlys wenl befare
i i

hullet: g 4!

hinl A

g vou wi e i youd

mind of tha Amer VOW T
enfy & osplvlt aline i worthe of the trag)-
Llp mod tory of our countrs

Fow are ave to bring it abour?  Theoueh
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o thousands of ehildren and

women i1 the Tnited States, to = {lyenm
all the beauties of the woerld’s lterpture
apd cive them a knowledee of the things

nien and

R

that ceme through the printed word: Con-
gries will he asked o help and all the
states awill be asked to cosperate lo kill

illiteracy in (he United States, whether it
£ amene the children or among the growi-
ups, and T want you te help.

We want to interpret America in terms
of fairness; of faiy nlay, of the sguare deal.
Waolwant to internret Ameriea in healthier
habies that bave enough milk te drink. We
wiant to internret Amervien in boys aiid girls
that can vesd and in men amd women that
can - read, in better housing conditions and
wages, and Lours that will Fivd an oppor-
tunity Lo n, man to know fhis fumily and
liva and supnoit them like a man without
apology,

This word that T am speaking to vou is
A word of houne, this word Americanism is
A worid of hone for us, for Eurone, for
Asing it s a snirit of the Declaration of
Independence, social and economie, and I
aak you to help us.
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130 years it has remuained o dend letter,
beenuse we wore never before in a convul-
slon af the state, .

Some may fear lest the summoning of

tidal wave of changes. But it was pre-
cisely in order to deal with tidal waves that
the founders inserted this mauachinery., The
wive {2 here; is cresting itself in tower-
ing, mountainous bulk. If we can sluico
that wave into channels of constitutional
progress auite 50 per dent of the dunger
will have been drawn,

The dangerous thing
s when 4 he

dped-up mass of maladjustment
sees no vent for itself in eivil PrOCEs e,
When such o mass lias been perauaded to
take the lawfully ovdnined path it iz no
longer a menate ta civilization, but becomes
the edueator of the multitude in political
SCIenee,

Uur present Constitution was never in-
tonded for a fabric such as the Amerien of
tosday. Tt was drawn up in stage coach
duys for a slage cosch type of life, Ewven
thangh suthorized to do so by the Con-

vented the central government from inter-
feving with the loecal units:  Furthermore,
the nation fhen was amall a fringe of
States along the Atlantic seaboard, inhub-
ited by a fairly homogeneous population.
Now we are ten times that size and a hun-
dred times more heterogencous. And swift
rommunieation lhns put the gemtral power

Cwithin hourly touch with eVeTy community
| and every humnn atom therein,
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To the ]‘:lll:'Tn’-I' of The Tr

sr: 1 Hawe this v » pow that the

HES

prolibitisn amendment has been adepted:
A af the country

48 i e

adbherence to the

Hoy are my

re 2 30
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Thundreds off thousands of

- vre By
totnl alistainers in the United States. which
i incontestable proef thaut intoxicating
opuors  ms: o beverage are not raod,

those who abstpin as well s these whn
Irink moderateiy

far better off than
those who do not drinl moderately.

are

The-drinking of Intoxicating liquors is
a4 custom of soeiety. The liguor traffic has
anly that as a foundation Tor its exist

B thoee st and counties where they
Wave d prohibition for vears there i
proof UL I8 Al custom of eoeiety that

can be dispensed with without harm.
S Al disorderly conduet, rowdyism anid
drunienne

3 }IJ'(JL’["F_!d
socinl drinking. Do g

of socinl drinking angd

from: this etistom of

Ay with the

custom

the sgurep of the e¢vil that has brought the
constitiutional amendment
L Soveral

ahout.

siates hav

o regulute Ahe traffic by directing the
method of sales by preseribing who

shall
and wiho shall not sell, which regulation i
only partial, A

is
regulation that would be
c¢feetive, it seems, would vesulate the out-
put and have brewerice and distilleries in
asceordunee with the pepulation.

I well remember the dayas of Horace
Greeley, the founder of The Tribune, anid
that ke was strong of total
ubstinence, Another thing T remember is
when the Thirteenth and Fourteenth amend
ments {0 the Constitution
the Demeeratic Natlopal Convention in
1568, in its platform, declared those amend-

n advoente

were gdopted

ments “to be unconstitutional, revolutionary
and void," OECAR JEFFERY,
Washington, N. J., Jan. 17, 1919,

Our Debt to General Wood
T'o the Fditor of The Tribune.
el
William

L note in your paper an article hy

Allen. White General Wood,
Eiving most excellent regsons why the gen-
cral would be an ideal candidate for Prosi

dent of the United States. Two other rea-

on

sons for such a choice lave long been in
my mingd;
nation,

one is the faet {hat we, as a

indebied Waooil
mere than to any other living American
for our ability to win out in the war, even
at the cleventh hour. General Wood had
the wvision that official Washington lacked;
a5 o far-sighted soldier he readized the im-
perative need of a large body of reserve

are to General

officers ta train and instruct a vast army,
and in spite of Washington he produced the
officers.  Our drafted men would otherwise
have been but a mob,

The great task undertaken and performed
by General Wood in the fuce of many dis-
couragements saved us, but brought upon
himself the petty and wicked hostility of
the pacifists in control at Washington, The
Lumiliation to which the general was sub-
Jected is a matter of record and of lasting
shame. CHARLES B. HOBBS,

New York, Jan, 18, 1919, 1

i the past tricd

v B



