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More About Special Labor

By GRACE PHELPS
Liegisintive Representati

Joiat [

of

IWomen's
cipislutive Conference

ECAUSE it helieves that special
laws are needed by the working
uf  this
Wonien's Joint Legislative Conferernce,
which is backed by the largest women's
organizations of New York State, is
undertaking fo put throuch this session

watnen state, the

of the Legislature six hills for their
protection.
These bills are the Minimum Wage,

l

sponsor this legislation at the request
of the men and women workers of the

state.

What Rose Schneidermann
Says About It

The following statement was made by
Sehneidermann, president of
the Women's Trade Unton League:
“The legislative procramme of the
W. T, . 1. was formulated at the legis-
lative conference called Ly the league
in New York, June 7, 1918, At this con-

isa Rose

ference were vepresentatives from all
the women's trade unions in the city,
comprising 60000 working  wonren.

These unigns were:

“The Ladies: Waist and Dressmakers
of New York City, Local 25,
S Turners

Union.
“The Nechwenr Tackers: Union.
“The Neekweur Makers Union,
“The White Goods Workers Unton.

and Boxers

"nekers,

“The Wrapper and Kimonoe Makers
[Union.

“The Typographical Union No. 6
“The Faney  Feather and  Flowed

Workers Union.
SThe Librdry F
“The Clostume Dressmak
“The Teachers Uinion.
“The Woman Upholsterers Union.
“The Bookkeepers, Stenosruphers and

Vecountants Union,

“The Central Federatod Union of New

ployes Uinion.

s Union:

Yaork City and the Central Pedervated
Wary . Dreice ["nion of Brooklyn. both of which in
t " Wiy S G S dude swomen and men in their member-
Relere ship.
SThe progyvame which the working
ehi-thour by, Health lnsama wornen arew upsat that Line was en-
aned Aheee bills for the protectisg wf o Fi'y volion ol Labor
anspertatomny workers, olovibor | 11 Mo 11 Rogliested, (last
! ratarscmnd otfive worke: Narirst, el el i aliey s
T wenly fo dit terviioe with Mis. | of Tiohs,
Bt h I'h Feibrine of January 12, At the conferenee of Uhe Wionen's
1 (e o mainlains that Trade ndon Lensue, the anestinne. of
o Working  women  wanl L s night worl for womoen ard long lours, |
il KT B woee: drien up by thel | with tonsedquen! fitiete and breaking
Waomen's Trade Linfon lLeacue, repre- | down: of health, weve thoreughly dis-
senting women workeps, chzsed,  TE owas pecdonized that laws
Y. Akt i omen want the laws. The luniting the hours of swomen's labor
hills are bucked hy the State Foderstion  syiehs e a fea el the benefitoswhich
of  Fabnp andorse by the newly  sueh limitation would wive the vast
el 1 " farty mu ot e swoerlie s, sndl the ietteimiont
T needs the [dws Lo pent et of eenerul =ocinl conditions which the
{ 11l enerntion Pk =5 Bl wout] effect would
| Women's  Jaolot 1 fur outhulur the hardshive which a
Canfevenee, aneludine  the - feav women awoulll wnderror e § rosult
Frade Umion Leacue, the onsumers’ | of befue fhrawn gul af e ployment D
I 16 of the eity and state, the New | onuse of these laws.
Vurk League of Women Worliers, th Corporations Favor
o A AL, the New York State Suf
fiHa party amd the Stute Fedesgtion Such C]:angcs
vt Weamen™s Club has undortalien (o The ootz of the 4ol oy las eome
L T

S
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teathing whose every lureh
At . 1 ' 1 e
Meary buck intd the embiracte of a
i stevodore.—

i 15 nat a tale of panie in a

inge oy board a sinking
a roanlistic ription of
thie *L" the subiway, the

on

de

conditions oy

Eur car, morning and night, in which
“and my Kate must travel be-
ya > anid office, factory or store.
You' determine that your
P not leave onoan early train
lirroat lebun seeure a position with
Eaorter Bours—10 to 6, which calls for
[ r und one-half hours” wérk, So
M 1 the “ideal place—and her
travel conditions remain tneharged, ex-
copt that (he

negrog stevedore's embrace
1 exvhanped for that of a leering “faf-

tive lizard,”

I'lie horvars of transportation cannot
be alleviated by such a simple expedient
as leaving for the office an hour later
and coming home an hour earlier, for
thousands of warkers thought of that
scheme  vears ago; the overcrowding
cannot be ended by the building of more

ibways, for of their building there iy
o oend, vet the opening of each new
artery of traflic finds the same mass of
bumanity waiting te svercrawe its ears.

Segregation of the sexes has been Sl

¥ested as a partial remedy, but —10 you
pying
forryhosdte?

the large number of
thie

nales ocen-

Eents an cab.ns

Yadies! ot

Thers ie but one remedy for the truly
ehocking transportation state into which
Manhattan Island's shape and the deci-

Bi'n of Business to remain at its south

ern end have brought ue: three elprlit-
hour shifts in every Ly and husiness
which would prosper vnder oonbinusi
operation. And  the twa ehifts the
hours of which woud' | g thern within
the night-work classification should he

open o women, who suffer more from
transportation evils than do moen,
Revelutionary as this may seen, the
suggestion i based sound common
sense.  Convuder the ease of vaur Mury,
for inslance  She leaves the house ub 9

oun

1

i the »

litevally piteliod intol @ ¢ already
fammed withevery condition of Name-
wy-—mrich and ‘podr, cloan Helean,

healthy arnd ill.

Bresathin Fatich uir
and enduring shneking pliveical contact,
Mary |

1

s horne officeward,
Arrvived, she room
where artificial light. nine times out of
ten, necessary, and here =he remaing,
with thirty or forty minutes for lunch
in a crowded restaurant, until 5:00 or
f m, The expericnee of the moriine s

vanishes into &

then vepeated, and Mary aveives at
homa in & dishevelled condition, ant
wardly, dt Teast: bt swhocan sy whiat
wrreparable dimage has been done her
finer instinets?

But 43 Muary voumnge she cpaves

amusement, and where ¢an she find that
excapl in th

theatre !

street. al movie or the
This is @ true picture of the
average working gil's life——po eutdoor
exercise whatever; the marvels of our
parke, the woods about New Yerk, our

glovious  Avenue in the sunny after-
noons—all are lost to her.

The girl who woarks at night leaves
for her task, after an afternoon spent in

the apen air (for the temptation to en-
ter a movie or theatre is nut so great
when cvery ray of the sun calls one to
busk 1ty
tieally empty.

1 on a sabway Crain pine-
Seuts wre plentiful, and
there is o fnvision of her persondl pri-
vacy, She
P

ed

ab T
mL. goes 1nto o rooam artificindly light-
thet the day shift
performs Her  allotted
homegoing time #arrives, i
uncrowded  train  again
awalts her; her five-mintte walk from
subway to houwse is in hrightly lighted,
well policed =treeets,  Arrvived ab her
home, she retives, and al noon, after
irht hours of sleep (wihich the day shi

sl e

arrives ol the office

AT work-
task.
at o

of
er's, and
When

o'elock, an

orly Sae-

rilive ‘ol whole

aflernoon

Lo

el b hieionen alie Tk
Baving s halt-holiday cvery iy,

Weorking on a nisht shift 45 no monre
tnnatural than working indoors, or, in

ifter the sun god
departad and el i
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The New (Citizen

not only to the working men and wonien

themiselves, but result in preater indus-
trial efficienicy and betterment of the
e Corporations which have been

forced to adopt the eight-hour day, or
nave done so voluntarvily, have discov-
ered thal they obtain more anid better
work in eight hours than they formerly
obtained in ten hours.

“The last thing that working men or
women want is competition between the
gexes,  What labor has been suffering
from iz too much ecompetition: wonmen
against men and ehildren against women.
Such competition lowers standards and
injures all alike,  The laboring people
of this country, as well as of the state,
are standing together for equal oppor-
tunity for men and women and for pay
to be based, not on sex, but on the needs
of life for the worler.

“No one can question the faet that
thiz programme is the official legislative
programme of the organized labar of
the which also represents the
ma of unerganized labor which has
1o gpokesnin to voice its demands,”

Mizs Mary 15 Dreier, chairman of the
Women's Juint Legislative Conference,
moanswer to Mrs: Blateh, says:

“Ever since women enteced industry
they have heen paid less than men for
Lhe same work, Since the war, woiien
have entered industry in great numbers,
Because of the necessity of increasing
production during the war, the trade
union men who control these industries
permitted the swvonien to work with them

“lute,;

fwithout joining the union. Most of these

wonen did as much work as the men
Lieside whom they toiled. The output of
nrany  of even greater than
that of the men, yvet most of the women
from 2 cents to 10 cents
an hour less than the men were paid
for the same work.

“Breause women workers are inade-
guately orpanized, they have been a prey
to exploitation.  They have heen foreed
into unfuir competition with the men,

them wias

workers got

working langer hours for less pay and

Mrs. James Lees Laidlaw
fiegislotive Chairman New York
Woman Sufirege Party

State

under conditions dat ntal to their
health,
Instead of foreine women out of

work and blocking their
equal pay, these bills will remyeve anfaiy
conmpetition with men and aid in forcing
employvers to give women equul pay for
equal work.

chiances for

Women Sacrifice Health
To Duty

“The working who express their
approval of these bills haye in-
telligence than Mrs. Blateh pives them
eredit for having. Mrs: Blateh sive that
the ‘poor little working zirl is duped by
the promise that things will be made
right for her—that all the hard work will
be done by men, and wet that she is
to receive as much the men
workers.,! These girls know wvery well
what they are about, They have worked
under the conditions of no proteetion
and inadequate protection and they haye
not been lured with false pron
any one in the approval nf (his legis.
lation.

“Mrs. Blateh seems to that
working women have howe (Jutics anid
cares which working men do 1ot have,
and therefore, for the welfive of 1hoir
chiltdren, they reguire specinl protection.
Women who work at night, and many
# working woman dees prefer to work
at nicht beeause of her fanuly duties,
overwork themselves because they attempt
tn take the entire responsibility of foed-

maore

g

pay

P 1\_\-‘

Tormet

““Ladies of the

Jury’

By ROSE FALLS BRES

HEN a lawyer faces the jury
whith 3= to decide lis or her
cise eonsideration has  been
el all the strone points developed Ly
the evidence and its legal effects then
LOMIES L e L e persannel of Lhe
particulas group staring across the low
ralling which fences off ke jry bhosx,

“Raow thyself™ 15 a peefeetly useloss iy
tnetion to the lawyer at thiat moment.
fiit mightily impoy
tant,

“honaw

Juny

Ahout the most disheartening thing g

Bwaer  experiences is  the  sometimes
vooden indiffercnoe ol o totally unemo-
Ciomal jurs—ilis like talking to a hele
the eall, But ir only vie 'of the twelve
s o veal lieart and open mind, talies a
Bieman jnferest in what is going on

aml usks a question or two, there seoms
some hope of o jiist verdicl,  Twelve
abgolutely stolid, unimaginative persons
vould not be just in their conelusions ve-
duced to one brief verdiet about affairs
or individuals of this evervday warld,
Wihey

colsel

the cause 18 a rvighteouz one
fior one tries to hammer
wome the fiet, but, as thersare two i
presented, il ois

sitle

sifn to assume somebody
s trving Lo blur the vision of the jury
g0 that wronge will Took right and trath
fade into nothingness. That i4 the veu-
=00 very old practitioners deelare “the
only hope of a weak case is trial by
jury.™ There are so many cross-eved
tactics—the look-one-way-and-strike-agn-
ather kind—that a stupid jury made up
of but one kind of “show me" brains muy
e

Iy and conseientiously =0 wrong.

“Know Thy Jury”

Thete are said ta Le tric

by some t

practised
I lawyers to obiain untair
advantape, =uch, for instance, as the loud
agide ov paventhetical vemuark, not in the
lesst velevant and sure to bring reproof
from the court, but depended on (o fFoct
the epinion of the jury: and there is the
blustering mix-up of facts and vuled-gut
evidence, the rough dracging forth of un-
important details to hide the main Issue,
and the hioneyed persuusion which leads
to false conelusions,

It all depends on the jury whether one
the other method has any chance
whatever of success. T'o mistake the
character of the jury is usually fatal to
a lawyer's cause. 1l is related of a cor-
tain Kentucky statesman whe' came from
the heart of & mountain district that on
his return from college in his callow
youth he was hurried into a courtroom
by an admiring fumily dependent  who
needed a lawyer. The voung man was
not interested in the proceedings: they
were ernde. aecording to his newly ae-

o1

quired wveneer, and he was considerably i

13

argunrent e

hored. whan ) time for lus

arose with a determination
Lo show the extontoof his imtellectund at
tuinments Lo those farmers who remem-

Was

Beved hom an swaddling elothes.

e commmpiiced s 10 over thie walop:
o the deep blue sen o golden muoon
clintbed the stursstudded’——

Al an old fellow in the jury box
veached aut the curvel end of o Ty -

notehed Timb he used for a walking cane,
Loaked theovouth hack into his seat

dectarved 102 stage whisper: “You're all
balled up, sonnys this is er ease er Hawe
stedlin',

That young lawyer with fhe tative
=ift of oratory, who became known later
s amaster at the art of fence and parry
with polished wits, in this his fivst case
failed to take into consideration the per-
sotnel of his jury.

ATl these years, hy textbaok and hy
woird Handed down, lawyers
have been learning 1o vead juries, In the
course of time and practice it is possible
todoa fuirly good job of charactor read-
inge—that 15 reading of the material
which been filine  into jury boxes

- But no-
where in the mreat law libvarics of the
workd norin the memaory of man is there
to he found any sort of ewide for the
peor eounsellor and atlorney at law in
his diagnosis when he must address o
panel as “Ladies of {he jury.”

of mouth

Flil

without vavigtion for yea

Now Come the Women

Along with their right to vote, warnen
m some of the Western states have had
the right to serve on juries, but {hese
progressive lelpmates of man have been
5o busy with just one reform after an-
other for the Benefit of women and ehil-
dren, that they have vol issaod any hand-
boolss on the behavior of jury women, And
now New York faces the innovation, by
veason of a Wil prepared for legislative
enactmont by the Brooklyn Women's Bar
Association, and the cross-eyed tactics
wan't be worth anything any mora, for
women have a “sixth sense” which will
enable them to look both ways at onee.

As the most ordinary  evenls and
things o to make up evidence it will no
longer be possible to profit iy the one-
sided knowledge of men.,  Take an in-
stance in the rvecent Baksa trial, where
a4 country girl was accused of the miir-
der of a woman whoe kept a hoarding
house where she had lived, A lot of time
was taken to show that a certain cheap
little Tam O'Shanter hat had been worn
by the acensod. The sane desérihed hat
was worn by a girl who later rented an-
other voom and then went off and Toft
her cffects, including {he hat, in the
room and disappeared. There was other
evidence (o establish the fnet that it was

the Baksa el who ren poamm fwe
left jn jb the elothes e hy ek that
fittle hat played an absindly prominent
part in the evidence and il no phice
Lheve for weipht

Every man who leavd the evifenoe
wiohed greatly impressed—surely  theve
was o danbt ahaul it: the Bolisa wirl
Bad owred a cheap fittle Tam O'Shanier
hat, cand that svas the kind of Hat abane
dimed m the voom o fow blocks from
wheve the murder wad commibiod.

Jut e womar) avlio leard the oyi:
denee lenew Lhat 1 little hat was of
the “‘manufactured Ried, vend  thut
thousunds af the <ame covt heen
sold 1y Newe Yok 4o all Winds of o
Totwamen it praved nothing.

Old Tricks Must Go

There svis o Jou of aftention paid, also,
Lo the numher an & pair of old shoes and
the number on a new paiv, when Bvery
woman koows th
narrow list No. & hoe miny be comfort-
ably stowed into a wide last No. 2

In the a woman {ried
charge of arson 1 another st
appeal was made 1o the |

a fToot clothed in a

case nf

woman had suffered =0 From “an aeeuss
tion eruelly falseé that her buir furped
entirely swhile” in the thyee months =he

spent in il before her trial. But cvery
woman ) the courtreom Lnew that {lhe

calor previously

:Hl"-{ {434 ] Hl._'

e had not
been “fust,” and that Time, unuse
by Injustice, had wirks
be expected.

1t 15 e

ol

e chiatiea 1o

ededd there ave many things

men: know which women avill nover et
acquainted svith, but thore are also long
depended on lines of argument whiel) will
now g into the diseard if women

o Jilties,

perve
Thore will huve 1o le a rand
'Il-
it hecomes eorvect
Hladies of e et
While

“misudlin
mittle e

Justment
when

plans  atd 2pee

tions

o Ay

tha
0

st women, il

the record of avents certain inls where
the verdict set at liheety 'y lid=gme
and charmin o 1 of violent
crime; and to e coneedod that the

all-m Jury v

unduly intiencod Fiy
the afores

i eharm and Toveling
aceused,  Sol il woulid seem |
women may not be mare sontt
emotional than men. Apd if |
Serve as o elieclt ypon the male
for beauty what will & pony Tew i
carte-a million ortwo foe iy certain <ot
sational cases?

Perhaps there has never hons reul an-
preciation of the development of the
Judicial instinet in women, who linve had
to judge every dav the little follks whn
are to e the eitizens of to-morrow; the
call upon every mother and ovor Fi
er to learn Lo lie Tair and io dtdee ol
after full understunding of all sides of
& case. und to look for that “intent™
which i3 so important in the leeal defi-
nition of crimes,

¢ uf the

X

T

=
Lalne tives BT iy

J

|

|

1the

|

my the house eclean, in addition to their
work autside the house. They do this at
the expense of their health, and, to look
on the otler of the question for a
moment, they do it also at the expense
of efficiency in their work.

“The only handicap which skilled
women will have by reason of these bills
i5 in the prohbition of night work.

There are comparatively few industries
that dre in operation both day and night.
The only opposition before the State
Factory Investigating Commission, at
whose instigation prohibition of night
work for women in factories became a
lww in 1918, came from women printers,

of whom st that time only 150 worked
at night. I was too bad that these
women' should have Dbeen affected ad-

versely by a hill prohibiting night work.
Yet to refrain from passing a law for
the protection of thousands of women
workers merely because 150 women had
to seek daytime employvment would have
been a shortsighted and unfair poliey,
and one which we could not consider.
Ever since that time some few of the
women printers who had worked at night
have sought to get exemption for them-
selves in spite of the fact that the Tvpo-
graphical Union refuses to support them
in this demand.”

Mrs., Maud Swartz, secretary of the

Women's Trade Union League and a
printer by trade, says:
“One of the most valuable results

from the eight-hour law for women in
the past has been to bring about the
cight-hour day for men, In states where
the fifty-four hour law for women is in
‘oot manufacturers have found it un-
profitabie intamn light and power
for keeping nmen #t work after women
vmployves leave for the day. Women are
needed in industry.  Laws for their pro-
teotion will not throw them out of work.
Anil where we obtain good conditions
for women workers, laboring men aulso
reveive the full benefit of these laws,

Calls This a Half Loaf
For Women

to ma

“If we canuot vet have an eight-hour
day for all workers, we should at least
upon thie half loaf for women,
upon swhon' long hours lay the Heaviest
penilty m lost health and vitality.

“Employers o not pay women less
deney bevause they work less hours orv
inferior worlk, but
wierely hecause they are women, without

the power of erganization behind th

lepatise they do

en

“1I know a big machine shop in Brook-

Laws for Women

g and olothing the children and keep- | Iyn where all employes are working o

1irht
hours a day, vet the men and Wemen

are not receiving anything like the Same
pay. The girls get from $12 arg §i4
to §20 a week, whild the men receive
from $20 to $£30 a week for exuctly the
same work."

In a report made by Miss Mary Vag
Kleeck, on conditions: in factories whers
chemicals are used or prepared, she
points out that, whereas theso cliemicals
are bad for the health of nien Workers,

they are much worse for women. Wapey

are’ made sterile in these orcupations

and children are born dead of yother

who had worked in these factories.
It i1s ridieulous for

Mrs. Bluteh (o
assume that the Women’ oyl
tive Conference feels *it is quite ri
for men to inhale poisonous
work under unsanitary conditi
kind.” Working men are de
ter conditions for the

arr

ght
Eas5es @nd
s of uny
iniding het
will

e and

Mary Van Kleech
Head of Womnen's
Federal Diepartment of Labay

(hivision

ultiniately obtain them through their
unions and througlh legi ion.  But if
we wizh the heulth of the comine gener

ation to be ummpalre

stepin now at this junecty provide
Sanitary worknge con VLT
shorter hours for women and suel other
protection az anuy b [IOCeESHTY It 18
beévause we are taking w broad, human
point of view on these guestio it
we hBave sponsored this legislation and
wish wy get 3t now, before 1 i
of the mothers of the vace sufl }

repalr.

1

dnight on the B.R.T.

I WAS midnight on the B. R. T.
o erovrd, no hurry—everything as
and peaceful Nantucket,
The newspaper woman had been i the
el sinee 9oas m., with intervals for sudh

oYy

calm as

hment as was to be painfully ex-
tracted from Park Row with the waiters
all ona strike:  She ran for the wrong
car and cauveht it, but teok it grimly.
thinking that l'ate must have some de-
siENs.

Fate had. The conductoretie at first
clance proved to lie person  worth
knowing, and when the fares were col-
lected the Park Row woman stoed her
1&] chummily up alongside of the
blue uniform and queried; “How do you

it

like this run?™ ST Jike it fine,”" said the
conductovette.  “No grouches on the
night vy and ne ecrowd.  And I go home
and 5 op like a log and Jdon't have to get
up carly in the morning. It's the life,
and certainly beats getting to work at
7340 in the morning.”

“But do you -get enough sleep?
Da t the daylight templ you ta do too

5 Tt

“No, dearie; if T was to home I'd bLe

neup reading till 2
My

11

or 2 o'clock, any-
4 bartender and
and I got the

I was

never gol hame {ill three,

habit.'

-»']‘]-

s0," said the Other Workin -
Wonman musinglys “seems to me | have
hie women heing kept up nights
Before they went into industry.  Come
to think of 1t, my mother, who had foisr
athers besides me, and never did a stroke

of work outside the home, sleeps with
one eve apen and a light in her roem at
the dage of seventy because she got so in
the habit during the ten years that the
children were little that she could not
slecp any other way,”

Just theny Fate intervensd again, The
regulation dreunken man said to infest
the midnight cars to the undoing of all
conductorettes lurched into the seene.
e wore the traditional “three-day stub-
Ble™ that all real dreunkards should PoS-
ess and he was very unsteady. Firm] -
hut gently the stalwart hlond put ho.r
hand in the middle of the old man's back
and cased him to a seat,

“Look out for the step, Pop.” she gaid
cncouragingly. “and don't  sit in the
ldy's lap,” she added, as the old man
lurched toward the girl in

tha corner.

“Yes, 1 understand you

at Blank ‘Btreet," and the int

fare lapsed hapm

slumber. The
f “Prrund
be: all in the night's work, and perligp:
I 10

W

i ripple

edsier handle in

A
within the
“There sorme t
prevent night work
ured Park Row
“Who wants them?"
Uniform. "I suppose { :
no jobs of their own mus oy

Heltarved home.
\l

for swor

15

aloy g
T
away on somethi

Will they ceome ar

whern we lose onr

wondering? |

eagier than standing over
day.””

Just liere a well zroog Z INar
with two girls fizd I @1
but one of the girls foll fa b
conductorette  stood  poised her
hand on the fateful rop 1 Lie
car until the lapeard caueht up. and the
whole party w reunitod mi
might train, F'he young n e
courteously to the  condue i
said. *1 thank vou™ as | :
partners 1n the caur. (
before une of the numberloss to W Hig
the bell had bBeen hriskly the
face of eager would-he patm ol L
car, arriving hreathless

' have the car clip nea o1
dexrfoot,

Suddenly The O
the adventuyes i phil
conduectovette, diseoverod thi y
rolling gayly away into the s
Brooklyn and dropped ha
car, starting back on a bris ;
cound ¢ walk toward home and e
cls #hades of Borough Hall :
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