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“FridayAfternoons" Speaking Pieces
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The Little Red
Schoolhouse
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outweighed book learning.

S I crossed the country, and saw the school-
house standing out in every tiniest hamlet
as the village church does in England, I learned

when | saw what manner of men answered the call of
the draft, I learned that education stood by America.
I came with the sound, old-fashioned English idea
that character and duty and the Fifth Commandant
I also brought the related
but unsound idea, that character and hook learning
were alternative, not complementary,
- But, as | watched those soldiers and (taught by
this) watched more observantly stray men of the

that America stood by education; and a year later,
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refined away.

rougher sort, in train and car and elevator, | came to
the conclusion that the little schoolmarm had fashioned

her boys into gentlemen.

The other day Mr. Kipling ascribed their reti-
cence in word to the ascendency of women in their
We are apt to feel as if red-blooded mas-
culine vigor must be weakened thereby; but perhaps
it is only that primeval masculine brutality is being
At all events, America’s soldier sons

have proved themselves a quick-tempered, hard-hit-
ting race, who would be bad to beat.

All honor to

the little schoolmarm who has gentled them as well.

T hese interesting little drawings, which carry the mind back many moons, were done by Louis Fleming and are being used in
a calendar issued by the American Book Company.. The bricf text reproduced below comes from an article entitled W hal
America Means to an Englishwoman," by Lucy H. M. Soulsby, in the February " Atlantic Monthiy.”
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‘ Barnard’s Lincoln

ter Guardian” calls it. What is

the news? Why, that Manches-

ter is to have the Barnard

statue of Lineoln, if the offer of the
Anglo-American Society is accepted.
And since Manchester petitioned that
the Lincoln statue be given, “there can
be no question of its being accepted with
open arms."” This journal goes on to say:
“The intimate trade relations between
our city and America and the historie in-
cident of Lancashire's patient acceptarnics
of the heavy trials brought on her by
the American Civil War, besides

\/r ERY good news, “The Manches-

the |

Music Has Potency Other Than

hearty good will which we, like all Eng- |

lishmen, but in perhaps apecial degree, bear
to our great ally, have doubtless com-

bined to recommend ocur petition and will [
meke the position of the statue here a |

permanently appropriate memorial. It is

s noble end original work mnd deserves |

for its own snke, as well as for that of |

its great original, all the honor we can
give it.”

-—Qu.,- - ﬁiﬁluuaw"&c Grar Fcaneh
“MUSIC hath charms.” The

quotation is pretty shop-

worn, one must admit. It

has been sadly over-
worked. Yet somehow it is always be-
coming applicable in new ways. Curi-
ously enough, at about the same time
Miss Margaret Anderton was signing
up with Columbia University for a
course on musico-therapy based on her
remarkable experiences with wounded
soldiers who responded to musical
treatment, “Le Courrier,” a paper pub-
lished two or three times a year by the
Evander Childs High School, of this city,

French girl, reproduced here. Thesa
feline sketches attempt, in a humorous
fashion, to portray the effect of various
musical compositions upon a sensitive
organism. The coincidence merely ocs
to prove the above assertion that the
weary quotation is still ubiquitous.

“It may be only a short time,"” ob-
serves “The New York Evening Post,”
“—now that our wounded soldiers are
being poured back into the country, and
every possible device for their healing
and refducation is being looked up—be-
fore it will be a matter of common
knowledge and consent that musie, by
1ts infinite and ehaded rhythm and vibra-
tion, timbre and pitch, can heal not only
mental but certain kinds of bodily ill-
nesa.” But it is a totally new idea which
Miss Anderton is bringing forward. A
Columbia prospectus, speaking of the
course, says that its object will be “to
cover the psycho-physiological action of
music and to provide practical training
for therapeutic treatment under medi-
cal eontrol.”

It seems that there is no very numer-
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e “Misigre mederne

ous library of works to which one inter-
ested in the theory may refer. “When I
was in Paris studying,” says Miss An-
derton—

“I picked up a book one day which dealt
with the subject. That gave new impetus
to my own research work, which has, reafly,
been going on all my life, But, aside from
the few French books I found, there seems
to be nothing as yet to learn from hooks
about it, Almost all T have found out I
have found out for myself, Little things
oceurred constantly to throw ggme light on
the subject, and then, finally, the war came,
which focussed things for me.”

And “The Evening Post” quotes her
further:

“There are two chief ways of treating pa-
tients, though in detail ne twe cases can
be treated alike, But, as a general thing,
I administer the music for any form of war
neurosis, which is largely muntul,'nnd have
the man produce the music himself in or-
thopmdie cuses or those of paralysis, Dif-
ferent instruments nre used for different
| typee of trouble, The timbre of an instru-

,ment probsbfy plays the largest part in

musical healing, and for this reason wind
instruments are good, because of their pe-
culiar quality. Wood instruments are par-
ticularly potent for a certain kind of war
neurosis because of their penetrating, sus-
tained tone. Instruments are usually baetter

than voeal musie, for with the human voice

| the personal element, which is usually not

desirable, enters in,
the voice is best,

At Llimes, however, |
The timbre of wood in- |
struments, however, affects the nerve een-
trea more than does the voice or the piano.
This is especially good with deaf people,
who feel the vibrations in the spine.”

Her interviewer states:

“Some of the cures seem little short, of
mirsculous—and it depends on the defini-

tion of the word miracle whether they are

short of it. Memories have been brought ‘
back to men suffering with aphasin; acute J
temporary insanity done . away with; par- '
alyzed muscles restorad. One eaptaln, who ‘
had been hurled inte the air anll then

buried in débris at the luirﬁting of & homh, l
had never heen ahle to remember even his !
own name until the music got him, |i

“Tests have been made upon well men, and |

/t_w-.amt fa wmazefe
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it has been sscertainsd that eeptain pitehes
or havmonie combinations have o certain
bodily effeel. At present the effeet on the

throat of a certain ehord in a cortain key
is being investigated, anid it may prove to
be of help in dealing with paralysis of the
jaw.”

The correspondence between color ard
sound wvibrations, one is told, is also
threaded into the healing work—a task
which has also occupied Miss Anderton
during many years. She Says:

“I had often thought about it, hut it was
erystallized for me one night afler a con-
cert, when a man came to,me in a state of
great excitemont and asked me why he had
seen a certuin color around a piano all the
time that I was playing a certain composi-
tion. I looked up the vibrutions of that
color and they were the same as the vibra-
tions of the dominant tone of the picee.”

The article goes on to say:

“While redducation of soldiers is not pri-
marily a part of musich-therapy, without
musico-therapy, in several ingtances, men
would not have beon able to tuke up the re-

education work which eame Jater and which
fitted them for voeations., Music itsslf
sometimes becomes the ¢hief interest and
means of a livelthood to o man whe has

been brought back to physieal awd mental
fitness by way of it, For inatance, one man

so learn to walk and move naturally, by
vperating the pedals of an organ has now
become a regular church organist and is
making a living at it. Another man, who
was given a small lap instrument, strung
like g piano, for the dispelling ef chronie
melavcholia, brought on by being blinded in
battle, is now being trawmed in an occupa-
tional sanatorium of the Canadian govern-
ment to become a professional piano tuner.
His first keen interest was awakened when
he noticed that the G string was out of tune
—or, rather, that*%omething was the matter’
with his toy. The G string, it may be said
in passing, had been put out of tune by
Miss Anderton.

“Musico-therapy may be a harmful as well
a3 a beneficial thing, and Miss Anderton
Inys specinl stress upon the fact that just
‘playing for soldiers’ ig not musico-therapy,
and may often be a very detrimental thing
for wounded, convalescent or mentally e-
presse d goldiers if done by & person who
knows neither the individual needs of the
men nor anything of the large bases and
delicate technique of the science. Not
alone a knowledge of music is needed, but
of physies and psychology, besides some
knowledge of the mechanism of the nervous
system and tho mascles and tissues of the
body. ‘I had to steep myself for years in
all theso things," Miss Anderton says,”

Optimism

O BE or not to be an optimist?

I An address recently delivered at
Columbia University by Amado
Nervo, the celebrated Mexican

poet, would indicate that, in his philoso-
phy at least, the spirit of pessimism holds

no place, Mr. Nervo gave a lucid ex-
planation of his own particular attitude
toward life and the ofect it has upon
“The

quotes him thus, in part:

his peetry. South American”

“The color in a pict fted with the

ure, if gi

faculty of reason, seeing nt its side other

with' the ap-

tints, meaningless to itself,
pearance of red, green and blue staing, and
unable to distinguizh $&e harmony of such
| & combination;, would feal put of place, a3
if thrown at randem en the canvas, and
would endeavor to get away becsuse in-
ecapable of under ding the function
which it here performe But, cnce out of

| -of colors
| or a portrait of th

the pieture, and seeir
it would be able to
conception, to unde
which g

n perspective,
the whele
o hlendisg
ifo to a landseape
e, and would

human f

| immediately realize the void occasioned by

! be.
who was encouraged to use a false foot, and |

the displacement from the whole of one
component part, and therefore hssten to
return to its place.

“Things appear to me to have an ineling-
tion toward gondness, as if t wanted to
be good. They knock at our or and W_ﬁ
are responsible for their d.-tsr.nrutian_il!
we are not inspired by the of opti-
mism. There are in the wo mare good

things and good men than bad, and men
are wicked beeause they do not know how
to be better, not because their instincts sre
perverse. In their spirit of pessimism :he?r
trapsform into bad the good things which
kaobk at their door; they do not see them
as they reslly are. The outsida world w8
make for ourselves; it is as we wish it 10
We are the architects of our own life
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