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thereby did not suffer
failure, the life-labor and the life
0t one bold pioneering inventor were

crushed by the tragic catastrophe.
"When, 1893, the yast dome and

ptoscenium arch of the Spectatorium roso

;.,ivc Lake Michigan by the World's Fair
li.-ounds at Chicago, towered there with
brief propbecy in the li.erht of a few sun-

r'ues, then. ruthlessly destroyed.vanished
in wrecka -¦ of steel and concrcte beside

art of the theatre thereby did
'¦..'it, though one nobly pioneer¬

ing expi in that art, and the genius
cn ator, ceased with the

lifework of Steele MacKaye."
ies of this man required an

r of outlets. Born in
IS42 at B ffalo, the son of Colonel James
Morrison MacKaye, a stanch anti-slavery
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¦ r, of considerable wealth,
u at the age of fo ir-

i r of intellectual adventure.
he ran away from school to

am Hunt at Newport.
the Beaux Arts ar.d later

ili h undeT Gerome, Tro^ on, Cou-

Steele iMacKaye, himself

ture and Rousseau. He found time to servo
for eighteen months in the Civil War. In-
valided out, we next hear of him in Paris'
as an c.xpert buyer of paintings for Ameri¬
can bankers. During this visit to Paris
he became interested in photo sculpture,
which he afterward introduced to America;
but, more important, he met Franc.ois Del-
sarte and soon became the foremost pupil
of that maater. After the siege of Paris in
1870 he returned to America bringing with
him new principlea of Delsarte which he
had determined to apply to the dramatic
art.

His first lecture on Delsarte was a no-
table event, delivered at the request of
two notable committees including the
riames of the Mayor of Boston, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, Louis Agassiz,
James T. Fields and others. [n N'ew York
he was invited to repeat the lecture by
William Cullen Bryant, Henry Ward
Beecher, Peter Cooper, Edwin Booth and
others. This was the first occasion in
our country when leaders of literature, art.
and the state united in active concern for
dramatic art,

Bi >ides lecturing on dramatic art, Steele
MacKaye also wrote, and at the age of
twenty-nine was recognized by William
Winter and other prominent critics as art

authority on his subject.
In 1872 we find him applying his prin¬

ciplea of art to the theatre as manager,
actor, playright and tcacher, Private
pupils came to him from all parts :' the
United States. fV.ctors such as Edwin For-
rest, John McCulloch, and Maurice Rarry-
more, gratefully ac riowledged his influence
ar.d instruction. Augustus Thomas, the

hu.< ..-. ritten of his work at
thal time:

"Stei M tn K:, was a masti r of the
arl of physical ext on, No man of his
day. oi that 1 know now, had
a better knowledge of the purpose and ef¬
fect of gestUre, of facial expression, and of
the eloquence of res.traint. His knowl¬
edge of these was pn cl ical. He knew
exactly what he wi hetl s? 'or ln directed

f it. He Lad the ability to make his wish
understood, and he had the talent to do
the thing he asked the actor '" do."
As an organizer Steelc MacKaye de

and superintended the building of
Madison Square Theatre and the LyccumTheatre in Xew Vork. To these theatn
lu- brought many products of an inventive
genius, from lhe double stage, ventilating
devices, a folding chair, two ingenious
methods of cooling and purifying the air.

;!l the chill twilight of an unknown world,
and to thrill him with a vague shiver of
awe. Mr. MacKaye has real genius."

" fo est imate his powers a 3 an actor,"
says his son, Percy MacKaye, 'is difficult,

"" after Hamlet he gave no progres¬
sivc study to his own impersonations. My
own momory of him, in his later plays, is of
a magnetic presence, distinguished in bear-
ing, emotional yet subtle in gesture, gra-
cious in repose, intellectual in quiet sugges-

may be judged by some of the actors and
actresses who gained distinction under his
stimulating management. Here are only tt
few of them: Lawrence Barrett, Sidney
Drew, George Fawcett, John Gilbert, Na;
Goodwin, Robert Hilliard, E. M. Holland, De
Wolf Hopper, Thomas Jefferson, Wilton
Lackaye, Robert B. Mantell, Richard Mans-
field, John Mason, Hen«-y Miller, James
O'Neill, Stuart Robson, Lester Wallack,
Viola Allen, Kate C'laxton, Rose Coghlan,

Indeed his Inventions from 1870 to 1894
number upward of seventy. After sbuild-
ing these two theatrcs, he proceeded to
managc them, and for them wrote plays,
considered to be the models of their time.
NT0t content with all this, hc also attained
high rank as an actor in his own plays
and in the plays of others. ln America.
in New \ ork and on tour, he cnactcd the
Parts of Othello, Hamlet, Cassius, Antonio
(Merchant of VeniceV, Monaldi (in the
play of "Monaldi," by himself), Peter
llayi (from the play "Arkwright's Wife,"
by Tom Taylor and himself), and leading
or prominent parts in such other plays by
him as "Won at Last," "Hazel Kirke," "A
Fool's Errand," "Paul Kauvar," "Money
Mad," nnd others.
Acting however, though hc devoted years

to it, was never primarily his profession.
The part of Hamlet ne\ ert hc! is he did:
impersonate for its own sake. li- lirst
acted tl <¦ par| ,. a lad e;' twenty, at Ball
more in 18G2, when in camp with lhe T'Y
Regimenl of Xew York in lhe Civil V. ar.
When he played the part in London in
1873, to the Onhelia of Miss Marion 'ih iry.
"Th" London Spectati r" aid of it:

"Mr. Mai Kaye's Y m ei far n

best Hamlet of our own time. His higl
point.- are his rcveries. Nothing can b
liner than the dreamy, ghostly voicc ii
wh ich he says to himsel

IX. .-.... nf

is mag inal ion seems lo he \ot

tion, liery. often explosive, in action;
;it his best imaginatively thrilling, but dif-
fering wi lely from night to night, accord¬
ing .') his moods aml health, tending, when
tired, to anti-climax and over-emphasis.
The record of contemporaneoua criticism in
the ',-.<¦.¦< ¦; is as mutually cnnt rad ictory as
such critici m to-day, ranging from ex-

travagan prai to ridicule."
What was Steele MacKaye's influence upon

American acting, apart from his own art,

Mrs. Edward L. Davenport, Effie Ellsler,
May Irwin, Minnie Maihleru (Fiske), Sadie
Martinot, Blanche Ring, Annie Russell and
Odette Tyler.

In their "Life of Charles Frohman" Daniel
Frohman and Isaac F. Marcosson thus ac-
knowledge the part of Steele MacKaye in
supplying dynamic motive force to the
drama of the '80s:
"When Charles Frohman went to the

Madison Square Theatre, in 1881, the three

MacKaye as "Hamlet'

Frohman brothers were literally ir.stalled
for the first time under the same managerial
roof. From this hour on the affairs of
Charles were bound up in large theatrical
conduct.

"The little Madison Square Theatre, lo-
cated back of the old Fifth Avenue Hotel. in
Twenty-fourth Street. near Broadway. was

established at a time when a new force
seemed to be needed for the New York
statre. This playhouse. destined to figure so

prominently in the fortunes of ,11 tbe Froh-
mans. aml especially Charles, errew out of
tho somewhat radical convictions of Steele
Mackaye, one of the most brilliant charac¬
ter of his time.

''Steele MacKaye was the first director and
launched its career. 'A wholesome place for
wholesome amusement' became tlu- slogan. I
Contracts for plays were made only with
American authora. Here were produced the
earlier triumphs of Steele MneKaye, Bronson
Howard. William Gillette, II. II. Boyesen
and Mrs. Burnett. la this house. in 'May
Blossom,' De Wolf Hopper first appeared in
stock company. Among the actors eeen on

its boards during thc Frohman retrime were

Agnes Booth, Viola Allen. Effie Ellsler,
Georgia Cayvan, Mrs. WhttTen, Marie Bur-
roughs, Annie Russell, George Clarke, Jef-
freys Lewis, C. VV. Couldock, Thomas
Whiffen, Dominick Murray aml Eben
Plympton. Rose Coghlan also was ;i mem¬
ber of the company, bu1 had no opportunity
of playing,
"The name ;' Frohman was :. soi ti

with this theatre from the very start, be-
cause its first manager, appointed hy Steele
MacKaye, was Daniel Frohman. I' opened
February 1. 1SS0. with Steele MacKaye's
play 'Hazel Kirke,' which was an instan-

taneous success. The
novel stage,
company and a policy that was

original, beca
America. 'Hazel K irke'
New York City without v, jch
was a record run up to
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PARIS, March 8.- -It is clear that
irts are being made to em-

il the French and Americans
itt.a controversy. In recent days a

paper, whit b do i : enjoy
faflcoi ite wrongly accusedthe
Americai re pondents here of carry-

Tl.

A Bimilar progaganda oing on in

States, for I have received
- paper cl pinj in whicl

'
wn v- ti k. One declari I am

Mr. VVil on's peace
., ,., \

i'i confer
dei ," Thi

' 1 have plei
[ havi .1' developed,

com< to Kurope
the "ia

knemy of (irottp With
rln l ism I endencies

"Th"
' bil on» in

¦. man In
'¦ Cberadame," although I have
''"'. '''¦ ol ", small

r'°,J;' "¦ ,r" n of Imperialj.tic
2J*nciet' °« J'"bnia,v 1 I tried to

¦''» Hrfrli of thc American
P* *f Vi'"'v in «> artlcle published in*Dwn< Nouvelle." j v,rot(.:

-JA.K '''¦¦'¦¦ eondtttom of peac.Z*??.* Wi*h *J* * »»»in truc
'.' Principle 0f our policy;J**» to _ay, not to .,,. oumlve« be

ic ir,

*** "<"> t0 .bow th* nMom

why annexations of an irnperialistic
character would be contrary to the moral
and material interests of France. Yet,
this question of impcrialism once as

surod, the Americans not only under-
stand that we should demand but ask
us 1o demand all imaginable guaran¬
tee; agi n ' rebirth of tl German
pcril."

Arnerican Pi*ace Ideas
Unknown to French Ophrion

lt po ln to make an anti-
irr.perialistic ¦' m y clearer,
,,., v....,,,.'..., ,... ;,,.'. ,. |y con-

to whi ¦. ow I'I bc 1 ii"
Americi n idenl nn idi nl, n oreover,

! hure. Hut these accti al lons of
Yi sm are in .¦'¦ d nof only againsl

me, bul he French leaders.
Many indical ioi s of ti same characti r

prove I hal ;i cai ipii ign aiming to play
the Gerrnan ^ame by nking Franco-

can clal ions dilTicull ia going on

'¦ti both ides of the Al lant ie.

rendered po rx<'

becau ->-¦ Fi ni h opinion know aJmosI
'p ig -if dominanl A mei ican ideas of

'.¦ ¦¦ The coi iruli r which the
'. n " li ¦" -.- ¦! eleel ion on N ivem

her <'> toi >. pla.-e and hc i; tiificance at-
taching then to are still unknown to
the mai of thi French people, Simi
larly at the prcaent moment Lhe eom-

ment in the greal Arnerican n<-v, paperH
and ho peecheH in he St nate at Wash
ington c impoi Ianl evepl cann d e

cure free publicity in tbe Krench press.
¦'¦¦ t be I. very occa ionnl and very short
<ii puti h< tell ing of the peeches in the
Senate are allowed to appear here,

Tl ¦¦
" Kcl ¦> do Pari,," eommcnl ing in

regard to na vn] ap on F< bru
ary i, '¦ nd < ntire < dito ii
csnsoiid, The Bume puper, on February j

19, explained this ext 11 rd lary cen-

sorship, saying: Any detailed attempl
to explain the policy ',' thc Washington
government or the movement of Ameri-
¦' tn public ia inion is plact d on the in¬
dex cxpurgatorius by our censorship, to
which has been added thc vigilance cit'
American experts in France. Thus wc '

ave 'n d to think that the policy of Mr.
Wilson thal of all America."

I have s 'i'i (o ri tovor why two
^ni( ric m ( xpi '\.~ ..-., been added to
the Pn nch ccn sorship in Paris. Vari¬
ous authoi:. ies v.' o in il certainly be
well in formed told me h; this Ameri¬
can '"." ;or liip on ::¦ \\ s to be printed in
Pari 3 and coming fi-om the 1'nil id
States was the result of suggestions of
very highly placed Americans. Can
:¦..: "i: an enormity be permitted at a

time when secrel diplomacy is pro-
scribed?

Opinions of Americans
Cor.ccdcd by Censorship

Ti Krench public cannol know what
l.he Americans and th ir repre scntal ive?
in \\ ti hington a re thinking, and t his

i,i rancc ha naturully convinced them
lhal Mr. Wilson's proposals al the
peace conference arc the exact reflcc-
tion of tbe will of thc American people.

ln order that I may show loyally how
thia belief does nol conform to facts; and
demonstratc its regrettable results, I

must mnke known to you thc astoni h

ment with which the French people
have rec< ived tbe chief pi oposals of M r.

Wilson at. tho conference. lt is certain

that the critical attitude toward thc
French people m poi ible for the reo ion

that while Americanu sometimes criti
their Presidi nl Hay do nol lii o

foreigncrs to do no, I'.ni, ti uly, thi i i.s
,. n u ccepl ional cai

In comirA to Europe, Mr. Wilson ha:?

shown himself kuccessively us three per-
sons.

First, hc came as the Prcsidenl of the
United States, and thus was assured thp
unquostioncd and absolute respect of the
French people.

Second, as the President of the United
States, he had occasion to make known
to the French people the will of the
Amenican nation.in which case if. by
hypothesis, the Arnerican desires did not
seem to the French the same as their
own, the French would have the right,
through cordial and frank discussion, to
point out the points of divergence. This
situation has, however, never left the
realm of hypothi sis.

Thir i. Mr. Wilson was jusl plain Mr.
Wilson, with idea- on peace strictly per¬
sonal; that is to say, which may be

hi thi c of hc Arnerican people
nor of the French.

In this cas,-, if the personal concepts
of Mr, Wilson regarding European
affairs on which Lhe French have in-
contestably a right to have an opinion

are, moreovcr, of a nature to allow the
evaporation of the victory which the
French gained a1 the cos! of enormous

sacrifices, even the proudest Arnerican
cannot deny the right of the French to
11 cti these personal ideas. I know
Arnerican loyalty too well to doubt thal
in such a case the Americans would not
only recognizc-the French righl to criti-
cise, bul will admil that such criticism
is nn imperal i\ e duty.

A a matter n\' fact, only the personal
ideas of Mr. Wilson surprised, pnined
and disquieted a great majority of the
Frcnchmen, who after so much suffcring
during the war thought they had arrived
nt hc eiY of their t rinls,

French Can't Understnnd
Recognltlon of Bolsheviki

Mr. Wil on'i proposal to treal with the
Hi de il v u n'ol un ler I.I by the
French, because the immonsc majority of
11," Fi eneh people a rc c invinced hal he

iki ai e criminals and (lermnn
ugents. There Frcnchmen cannot under

stand how Mr. Wilson. coming to Europe
to effect a just. peace, could talk with
admitted criminals. What is more, it
was known that to treat with the Bolshe¬
viki would increase their power and en-

able them to unloose their propaganda in
france. After the Prinkipo proposal,
our Bolsheviki, borrowing the authority
of Mr. Wilson's name, engaged in a
fiercc propaganda against Premier Cle-
m< nceau, who has recently heen the ob-
jc of an attempted assassination.

it has not heen understood why Mr.
Wilson is so deeply interested in feeding
Germany and sends American soldiers to
Berlin to assure the distribution of food,
while the Czechs, tbe Jugo-Slavs and the
Rumanians, who have done so much for
the Ententc victofy, ;wo in a much more.

precarious situation than the Boches,
and an- not fed so quickly.

Wonder Why Wilson
Didn't Visit Ruins

Il has nol been understood in France
why Mr. Wilson, who has come to make
a just peace. thought it useless to esti-
mate lhe refinemenl of (ierman barbar-
ism by a visit to the invaded regions. I
cannot understand why Mr. Wilson hesi-
tates to declare for the total disarma-
ment ^\' Germany tho disarmament
which the French desire in order to ho
freed from ihe fear of new aggression
aml in order to disarm themselves.
They also cannot understand in France

why M r. Wilson opposes the immediate
delimitation of the Polish state, includ¬
ing the Polish region of Danzig, without
which the new Polish state is impossible
Delay iu this delimitation increases the
'"¦ince of Germany making junction
with the Bolsheviki over the dead body
of Poland, from which event ality we

would have as an immediate consequence
tho reconstitution <>f pan-Germany.

I.asily, the French people cannot un¬
der,land why Mr. Wilson causes his
delegates nt thc peace conference to
maintain that Germany should only re-

pair iho damage caused in the invaded
regions, without taking into account lhe
gigantic war costs of her aggrpssion im-

posed on France and the Allies. Yet the
situation is clear.
The war costs of France and Germany

have been published, and the amount in
round figures is 3,000 francs for each
German and 4,800 for each French citi-
/.o". Thus the French must bear as war
costs not only a financial burden two- j
fifths greater than the Germans, but also
ihe inimen.se and lamentable economic
consequences of the slowness of reparti
tion for the invaded north (where the
losses amount to 75,000,000,000 frai
in addition to war costs), while the Ger-
mans benefit from the inestimable ad¬
vantage gained in not having been in¬
vaded, and thus are immediately able to
resume economic activity.
French Bear Burden
Of Greater War Cost

Yet the German people are entirely
and clearly responsible fur the war.

They had been trained for Lhe war for
twenty-five years. as published docu¬
ments have sh'own. A fac-simile map
from the Pan-German atlas shows that
since L'900 the German people had been
taught to consider the Bagdad railway
German, for it. has clearly printed on it
"Deutschg Bagdad Eisenbahn."
At the opening of the war even Ger¬

man reserve officers knov.- perfectly well
their business was to conquer all Europe

which in large measure was carried out.
which in large measure was carried out.
The German people never proteste
against this propaganda, bul allowed
them elves willingly to be drawn on by
it for twenty years, because it corre-
sponded to their instincts.

Justice, therefore, demands that the
German people must repair, as far a

possible, the wrong they have done. Yet
Mr. Wilson's theory on war damages
would allow the existence of a difference
in war costs lo the detrimeut of Franci .

a difference so cnormoustthat it aloi e
sufflcient to bring ahout the min of
France, .tu economic explosion ar.d her
final servit udc o < lermnn .,

All this is well understood by the
French people, but above all tho last
part of Mr. Wilson's programme, ivla- |

tive to repi
for they know tl at if
reparations is unsolved
ertain death of 1'ran e,

Reason for Reserve
In Attitude of French
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