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Secrel of Success

By Heywood Broun

We have come to believe in the power
6l the presa because whenover we write
that some play or other is not at all to
our taste it almost invariably proceeds |
to muake several million dollars for ita |
producer. In faet, upon one oceasion
playwright whom we knew begged us
to stretch & point as a epecial favor
and sny a bad word for his piece if we
could do so conseientionsly, Unfortu-
nately, liked the play and felg
obliged to say so. It ran just a week,
and the playwright ig still rather hitter
aubout our aetion,

|
we

Cne  general press representative
scores off us whenever we meet hy an-
nouneing the record weekly totuls of
his particular play which we set down
as among the worst of the season,
When we attempt to defend onrselves
by saying that we knew from the he-
ginning that the play would be a aue-
coss, and merely recorded indi-
vidunl epinion, he counters by asking if
that doesn't stigmitize us ag a snob
who has ne respect for the general
theatregoing public. We are hardly
willing to admit that. Upen the pecps
siona when we are one with the publie
have the highest reapect for its
Judgment,

our

Wi

It seems to us that there is a big
public for any truly great play, Thors
ara not enough of these te go round,
and #o it is inevitable that thera should
be a big public also for somo plays
whdeh are not even good, And when
wo suy “poc?¥ wo mean from our point
of wiew. From it own point of view
the theatregoing purlle in wise Indeod.
It goes Lo the plays wh¥al it likes and

etays awny from those which it de-

lcumstaneos,

good

We are willing to admit that many
of the elements in these plays which
we lambagt a8 mistakes are among
the most. carefully considered con-
trivances of the author. Very likely
they are among the most successful
strokes. These popular plays, some
of which geem to us to be so bad, are
not accidents. They are premeditated,
This only widens the gap between us.
There seem to be no extenuating cir-
Such  popular  play-
wrights as fashion cheap materials
into huge successes have undoubtedly
# shrewd technique, They ATE, more-
over, excellent business men, but it
does not seem to us that even with all
this admitted there is any obligation
upon a critic to hail them ag great or
even  good playwrights, After all
Mayor Hylan was elected by a ma-
jority of more than a hundred thou-
sand and there is still gome doubt, wa
understand, as te whether he i3 a
great Mayor.

Perhaps the most insistent plea for
universal tolernnce comes from man-
agers and playwrlghts who insist that
their product is “wholesome,” and
therefora deserving of critical B8ppro-
bation. The chicf trouble is that thers
is room for a good deal of dispute
a8 to just what ia wholesome., The
genernl theory seems to bo that the
playwright's chief obligation to mor-
ality is to show that the forces of
invariably triumph over the
forees of evil. This is well onough
for some, but it is apt to discourage
estimable persons in the audience
whose luck is not of the beat, We
are not absolutely certain either that
the constunt triumph of the righteous

tests. That seems to ua reasonable  in popular pluys does not ‘tend to
enough., Wao would adept exactly the | thy with the forces of evil, In par-
siame system if wo were not under obli- [8r0uss  a  rather dangerous BYmpa-
gation to attend all fArst nighta. ticular wo could grow enthusiastic

But we find it Impossible to placate
ciar friend the press agent by any
stich show of humility. "It sacerma 11}‘_
me,” he saya, “that when a play in n!
great big popular success you own it
to  your readers (o explain  why,
whikler you like the play or not."

.

=tl ariicle nlong those lines would
be most interesting and wo would like
fo write it if wo could, but we might
evend a whola afternoon on tha Job
artunt think up n single roanon why
ono we two of the sesson's hite have
attalnv, such groat popularity. The
wulidect i much too smuhila and eom-

plex for us, Now and agnin we ace
nrticles hy populnr playwrights in
which they explain the theeries by

which they always hit the public tuste.
Thege v never convinelng, Porhnpa
the papular playwrights work Ly in-
tulthun and have no carefully formu-
lited theorien by which thelr methods
are governed, Or, and this soema to
na mare probabla, they are mueh too
swhrewd to sproad their valuabile aperet
broadeast.  Like prestidigitators they
only explain thelr simplost trickas and
never take the audience into their con-
fidence about the difficult onon,

Matinees of Hindu Play
4t Greenwich Village Theatre
At tha Greenwich Village Theatre,

beginning next Tuesday, Frank (lan

roy will present for n Reriea of
Tuesday and Friday matineea “Shak
untala,” tha ancient MHindu play of

Kalidagra, the Shakespeare of India. It |

deals with the love and trials of Shak-
untala, the daughter of a nymph by a

mortal, snd of her final happincss
after thrilling adventures with gods
and men.

Livingaton TIlatt has designed the
atage settings, W. Francke Harling has |
adapted original music to Ocecidental |
ears and the original dances are lwingl
rehearsed by a Hindu scholar, who has
reproduced them as given at a recent |
revival in India,

The members of the east are Frank
Conroy, Harold Meltzer, Beatrice Pren-
tice, in the title réle, Geoffrey C. Stein,
Joseph Macaulay, Grace Henderson,

capt Lo be good.

doen not grow 0 vines,

namong the
avenlnge,
cradit to Mina Crothers for the adraly
mannor In which aha s nlivged Hor

c¢otivoruations 1o nnother.

about, any play in which an adven-

turess triumphed over an Ingenué, Ty

aeems to us that Ingenués are got-
ting unduly perky and solf-confident,

They seem to feel that they have no
particular responsibility in lifa ex
We rather foar that
this has n denioralizing influence upon

a community tn which mn Many youni
women are so bhusy being useful that

they hardiy have time {o think ahout

being good.

Among our errora of (he wenk wo
find thal we miatook wistnrin for holio
Lrope in "BH Faal Heliotrape, wa lasir,
I roviewing
the aamae play wo forgol fo mentlon
Vietar Butherland, nlthough hin win
bant performancon of the
Wo nluo failad 1o glve duo

play.  Bhe haw gront faellity o linn

dling groups upon the stuge and in
shifting the attontion from one set of
In voviow
Ing “Berniee' lost weak wa minde 1o
mentlon of the fuet that tha exeellont
performance waa in part due to the
alage direction of 15, J. Ballantine,

Ruth  HRoyd, Mnrjorie Deen,
Morse and Theodors Doucet.
.

Theatre Guild First Production

Grace

A Spanish Comedy

“The Bonds of Interest,” a satiric

comedy of modern Spanish lifa by Ja-

| einto Henevente, is the play with which

the Theatra Guild will inaugurate iia
tenancy of the Garrick Theatre on
April 12. Benevente, who iz tha lead-
ing foree in the present-day Spanish
theatre, ia known here chiefly for sev-
eral volumes of published plays and
for two onae-act plays produced at the
Neighborhood FPlayhouse and by the
Washington Squara Players,

Philip Moeller is directing the pro-

Freeman, Ilelen Westley, Augustine
Duncan, Amelia Summerville, Edna St.
Vineent Millay, Samuel Jaffe and Dud-
ley Diggs.

MONDAY At the Littls Theatre I,
comedy of “smart” life, hy Zoe
Wilson, Ann Andrews, John L. Sh

TUESDAY—At the Harris Theatre H.
ican play, “The Good Bad Woman

Kaelred,
Turney, Amy Ongley and Howare

in three acts and five scenes, by
with a east including Charles Abh

Lilyan Tashman, Eatella Tylor,

play is founded on u series of
plot and characterizations are M

musle by John Louw Nelson, will
fa in a prologue and two acts,
Alsnce.
Harry Tighe, Regina Richards,
Houston, Charles Btanton, Dan Da
WEDNESDAY—At the Plymouth Thea
and Llonel Barrymore in "“The
Benelli's “Ia Cena Delle Beffe”

It had & magnificent premisre in
been off the stage of Italy.

the mcenes. The cant Includes,
Maude Hanaford, Gilda Varesi,
Marthe McGraw, Arthur Forreat,
B.l"‘T"jln Davenport, Cecil Clovelly,

New Plays This Week

Mirlam Battista, Nina Varesa, Adolphe Millar and Jobyna Howland.

A quartet of players who have recently ended their starring tours—
Margaret Illington, Robert Edeson, Wilton Lackaye and Katherine
The supporting company includes Richard “Taber, Hazel

At the Forty-eighth Strest Theatra “Coma On, Charley,” a fable

Amy Leah Dennis, Robert Rendel, Maurice Barrett, Eunice Elliott,
Dupont, James Hester, Russell Parker and Marguerite Forrest. The

At the Nora Bayes Theatra “Come Along.” a musical comeady, with
book and lyrics by Bide Dudley, a writer on “The Evening World,” and

It is said to have a bit of war flavor.

Hrown, Marcelle Carroll, Putsio de Forrest, Allon Kearns, FEthel Du Fre

temporary Itallan stage to be brought to Ameriea, and although it 1s
by a living author, it is already one of the classics of Italian repertory.

It wan produced by Sarah Bernhardt in
Parls in a version made by Jean Richepin, and it has been played with
brilliant auecoss fn England and Belgium. Arthur Hopkins has directed
the putting on of “The Jest" nnd Rohert B

C. Whit*y will present “Papa,” a
Akins. The cast includes Violetta
ine, Barnett Parker, Robert Andrews,

II. T'razea will present a new Amer-
o' by William Arnthony Maguire, with

{ Boulden.

George V. Hobart, will be presented
e, Lynne Overman, Frank McCormack,

Vincent Freedley, Dan Kelly, W. 1.

stories by Thomas Addison, but tho
r. Hobart's,

bogin an engagement. “Come Along"
the scenes being in New York and
The cast {ncludes
Paul Frawley, Billy Clark, Jessica
waon and Ernest E. Pollock,
tra Arthur Hopkins will present John
Jest,” an English version of Sem
This is the first play of the con-

Rome, and sincs that time has mever

dmond Jonos haw designed
John and Lionel Barrymors,
Muargaret Fareleigh, Maude Durand,
E. J, Ballantine, Warner Richmond,
Alexander Frank and Paul Irving,

benides

rebisfaetldn,  Ta put the miost ancient
gaga andd whieeses tuto civoulnl fon Arain
|18 his groatest trinmpl.  Openly ol

arro. e
g
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By Rebecca Drucker
A contradiction has only to be cur |
rent long enough to beecome the tradi-
tion. For instance, in going ont te
find d Wynn amid the back-stagn de-
brig of “Same Tima" at the Cansino The-
utra [ leaned hard on the formula that
a humoriat In private 1fe s uauslly o
Mr, Wynn

an extremely gpabisfactory comedinm, 1t

profound pensimist. heing

wan nnturally to ho sxpdetad that of |

mlage Lo would he waturning nmil fn-
telloetunl, with a doclded bing in favor
of Aragedy,  Hut M Wynn did
foemm do renlize whol wis oxpocted of
W, o was poralstor Pl geotinl, Tle
nonmed wnawere o thoe opportuntion
I ognve Wm Ao own o oane unssbisibel
longing 1o play merloun partss Only
onea ol he prow teaple Wihaon D
found 1 thought hs might he intellner |
Ilml hin surncstly dmplored ma tob Lo
auspect him of i1,

Ed Wynn takas a high pride in he-
ing n low comedian, Thera are gafl
rists and comodizngwho subily provoke
thought, Hut he olects {6 Fe the Pere
feet Glown. Tlo doesn't wanl even the
suspicion of meaning to attach 1o lia
fooling.  Tha unrensaning the
lnughter ha provokes the Ercaber ia lig

nnf

maorn

unnshnmedly We worships st thn shrine

The Lofty Calling
of the Low

of Joe Miller,

At Ed Wynn departs
from the conceptioa of clowning that
has been current until now.
lieves that lnughter that is forced by
artificial devices defeats its own pur-

ROMEe pointa

pose. Pure nonsense, yes, hut we
have outgrown slapstick comedy.
Tho safe rule fs that the thing

which you would net laugh at gpon-
| taneously in a gmall roomful of pea-
I'ple does not helong on the stage. Any
| ordinary group of people would not en-

oy the sight of two men belaboring |
[ duetion. Among the players are Helen | each other with sticks, nor would they

enjoy unclean wit. It would probably
embarrass them. Wynun believes that

ile be- |

the eame holds good in the theatre, if

Pzr{-,z?/e = |

|

Comedian

you amre to keey the kindly, sympa-

thetie friendly inlimacy in which non-

| Bense flourishics hest,

Ed Wynn comes from Philadelphin.
ig veal surname is Leopold, Whils
heowins n senior b the Universily of
Pennaylvanin soveiteon

years ago He
wrote a bhurlesque on the flamboyant |
college hoy of the period, in which hnl
appeared at a Mask and Wig Club pro [

duction with grenl succeas, Afioy i
trivmph tha patornal millinery hal
nean Lo which ha wan 1o he dedicated

on his graduntion, appeaved nocold aned |
dintusteoful fulupe.
o ths mtage. The family wis nob on
aornging, no hie bolted one day anil
Jobned Corvin Payton's enmpnny in Al
Lot be Hhortly Lhin
londing Iy neceded from the argun)-
ti Tarm

o wantod to g

iy, wlte sl

anbiom o burnetormling coni-
potg ol hier own, and Weynn ke i
fortung  with The
whrandod Kenoshn, Wis,  After he

lial FEran g ogely Wi

family funds he veturned for o oha

fened yenr sl the millinery business,
During thut time ho revanipel the eol- |
lege play into a glkoteh and hrought i !
oul in vaudevills with a pariner, Iti

hiern, SOy
n

seored a oproat hit, Wynn suys one of

the reasons for its succoss was the
auldienee's amazement that two e |
coulll get laughs without having tn hit |
each other aver the head for them
hereaftor Wynn eontinued 1o vande
ville, writing and  acting Wia  own

shetelion,  TC fonis a Tong e for aodi

encen to pel Wynn's slow, hesistant fun, | B

and his was not altogether an unbroken
are of suceess, Hut he had the convie-
tion that the kind of fun with which

he amused his friends would amuse an !

nudience—and ke followed his own
particular style, even when it seemad
disastrously stubborn not to follow
somebody else’s. After ten vears in
vaudeville Wynn became # comedinn
In musical productions.

He has mever acted a lina that ha
has not written himself, and he is in
constant process of changing and add-
ing to his material, even while he is
playing the same part. In ths last
few seasons Ed Wynn has attained the

——
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260, B0e, The. l
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and Holldays,
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BROADWAY aNDp 4.7th STREET
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Welcoms return of & gosd kojdier & great ente

| “THE
In an entirely new act w
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TAGHMENT

GUERITA S

Ansoalation,
e Conilague, 1n o Mopartolre of

puod Holldoyas,
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TRAORDINARY
strojiger in personality,

prosiige,
E,

groceluliy and orginally and {5 suresr
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ATURE e
NEST R. BAL
Canpoant
e

artiatry,

FRANCES A,
HOSS

Avzinled

S o

RITA SYLVA,

Srclety American Slngars,

Tarle Gran
New Fxolus|vo Songe.

i Biggest calared
LITTLE CLUB

The Little Club

Bring On ?our Prohibition!

 We've got the nnswer in that deviling
Sunny South Syncopated Band
unit in any restaurant, now playing an engagement at the
VTR .

I I_J:{_rirr songs just built for twn, and m
 Cutsine of the Finest—1n Supreme &

1 “The Goodfellows' Nook"—In New Easter Carh,

44th ST. THEATRE BUILDING. NIGHTLY AT 10

i8ic s soft ns the lighta.
n[lll.‘-l’ﬁ

LT |
* Brynul 823
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|
deserved recognitinn that he is one of

the three or four most genuinely spon-
taneous and individus!l comediana of

gur singe,

Special Farewell Performance
At the French Theatre
The final gppearance of the members
of the Freneh Theatre du Vieux Colom-
bier far the bee Monday
evening, when o special programmae

gesson will

Py /Zy'a:: Trskmorn 12 CChme MCZorff.ry- =

Vaudeville

I'ALACE - Bernuard Granville, recently
of the fiving service, shares tha place

at the top of the bill with Marpuerite
Sylva, the prima donna, Others on the
programmes are Maud Lambert and
Frnest BBall, Felix Adler, Bd Gal-
lngher and Jos Rolley, Bennett and
Richards and “Art,” in which war
posters are reproduced in tableaus,

RIVERSIDE - The

Kiverside all-stap

MJ‘?@:'EZ‘
L7 //J.:?‘F orz
Zra

9 GooZ
Baok

| Z/oma‘ﬂ it

Lizomel Borrremore iz Tke st~

ters head the vaudeville hill the fitst
pars of the woek., The featura piet-
ure is I'red Stone in “Johnay Get
Your Gun.' The Chung Hwa Motr, |

Innisfallen,” with the tenor, Hernnrg
Daly, is this week's attraction,

|BEMPIRE i s
NEShMONTH
CHATLES FROHMAN prasars

RN

A

| GILLETTE
BRUTUS

MATINEES WEDNESDAY & SAT'Y.

g STANDARD

Viven s

& 80th (8T
ATk i

WA S Mate
ol aml Sae

WAT
VA = 4

Week Heginning To-

morrow  Night
% THE BIG SENSATION
‘%& OF SPIRIT MYSTERY

GRIPS NEW YORK}
FOLLOW THE CROWD TQ

| THE INVISIBLE FOF

“THONS 1her bite ro 1he
marrow” Lormomy o

Hh 9 L8R
COHANR HARRIS i ATRE

Eves 815 Malinees Wed 253t 215

Bigdest Success
Since” The :
Merry Widow

\ ROV

A COHANIZED
OPERA COMIQUE

. e
HEMRY MILLERS i3,
Lves 830 Mol s Thurs 8 Sal 230
COHAN & HARRIS present

“HSRE

ina comedy of
moonshine, madness
and maka beliave

it Nelly of WUrfeans

by LAWRENCE EYRE
unidey, The ByreeLion of Hatelson Grey Flska

" YT |

T

H Theat
Want
LRI

Y eolreeailay - mad

e
r 1
By
A .

=

TUESDAY NIGH

T at 8:30

- Margaret lllington
-~ Robert Edeson

~ Wilton Lackaye
' Katharine Kaelred

And u Distingulshed Comnany.
In- ae mew Amerlean Drama,

‘A GOOD BAD WOMAN’

Dy WILLIAM ANTHONY NMAGTIRE
o iliy RICHARD BLINNETT)

N, THAZEL

48th Bt., wr, Broaduay,
vy, 8120, Mats

| 'Lyceum Thiirs. o Sat. at g8:28.

R 251 TO 255 TIMES
! DAVID BELASCO presents

| 0

r COHAN SUS/ 155

ALAW & ERLANGER Ffanagers
Eves 820 Malinees Wed 858220

GEO.M COHAN'S

Best American Co medy

A PRINCE
THERE WAS'

1 COHANimseif)s the New Yorker
WedZ>, THE LAUGHING HIT
Ah OF THE TOWN

&-' %3

LONGACRE Pueisani'zs

Lors 820 F2inves uwa £ 1ad £ 8
THE MOST FASCUNATING
HYSTERY PLAY EVER WRITTEN

THREE
FACES
EAS

by ANTHONY PAUL KELLY
k]
ENRETT CORRIGAN B VIOLET HEMING

“‘-IH b Elvai II"".I:IH (iull.‘.lll'_“'v.' Moy Bill ineludes Stone and Kuliz, Whit- a Chinese guartet, are the stars [Dance l{f’"llﬂl l'l}' Paui .““’Bl‘l
T'-:”"I. T"“‘“'I.‘\’ High "'-""H-'Illru-?‘ of ing and Burt, Franklyn Ardell and the gecond part of the week. Wil | At the .‘\'vlwyn Theatrs
the frinich I-'|-I-'|""'-i""| ) 'l‘" i Kahth) gt Donnelly, the Maolletto Sidters, m . Huot, in ®The Poppy Girl's Al selial ‘ot ]
will |I..|-_-1 A I;1llr|:‘.‘ S -Iln ]!’)|.‘1_‘;- Be James anid Betty Morgan, Jokn Rejray Hushand,” is the pictire, . (,jir.{n recital will be given 173
lirlllll -IIII 1"". o II -‘m “,-'l |T | ared the Lorrine Sipters and 1ow = . ~ I'aul Hwan, the elasxie dancer, ox
vival of YLa Coppes Findhangoe e i B T Thiiradai , ¢ ke 1 2
Ak pEncanis Bl DA v At e e ard's Animal Spectaclo. At the One-Week Houses | Thuraday at 3 o'clock at the Felwgn
frstibution of the Theatee du Vieux | ALHAMBEA—DMarie Cahill, the pop. | STANDARD-—“The Invisible Voe comes | Theatre, Paul Swan will ba suppork
ARG l_ !. uine musical comody star, I8 1he hote directly after its elosing al the e by a =pociglly selocted archi stra of |
slare featural  Tha supporling bill IMarrin Thent e e e N e et | -
i B 43 - 3 , \ ¥ oplayers condueted hy Vietor
Sporting Widows’ at Columbia theludea Harry Greon nnd company | STUBERTRIVIERA “Maytime” with Kular, ausietant tn Walter Damroseh
The Eporting Widows compuny willl 0 6 now neb. Herman Timburis ang Pogey  Wooid, William  Norcls and | ¢ |_b a1 i i “ ‘ruel.
comn fo Lhe WColumbin THenb o Ihis | sompun, Billy Thodes, NMre and Mo olline members. of the oririnnl cnnl, ol the iNew Yok Sympliony Orchentra
woek and present b opew twoonet L | Ml i, Ward and Iing, Loughlin comes tor il FOLHEN engagenent, | B | nix heautifu) young datielng el
legiun enlled “AN tn Fan" nil Wenl, Eebiknwa Japa, Samn e | TORWE BRIV T H AVENTIE —Bortha Gn the progeamme are e Intep
- - e b wt r . i ' | f " i
" = - | e Bonin nad the Alhamhrhe Newa Kalich a0 he liddies Wonmn imthe | protalions te the musie of L ,
Inniversary Celebration [ Iieiarias TR I fied s ‘l 2 hnlhnm
: . il T ! e : ) | min veadaler, Gilitek, Clyleg ant Quily
At ('F”“'””Y firove IOYALC Bert  Willlnme, thn dirke I”:‘“.II X OTERA  10S) Walley
¢ ., 3 P s Vhitosid anil Tyrone ownr will g
Iha Corluny: Crove will havi hirngy eapedinn, dn Uhid weak's stihr. Ohers e, 14 4 P
Cepr Gt ooy ngght gna o venr nder nra Wobart 1% Homnens wnil company, sppRpriin SR LA Beother "" A'g’”n Hia f‘“rr“""‘
Ll annmngement off Mat#be Gonk, ol shuttuek and O'Nell, O'Dangnll s = Recived at f.t’.\'hlg[uﬂ Theatre
tha event will bo enlobralod with w | Hlam-.. Mivano Heathevs, Slim 1 niun “'“"'kl,\'l' Mabest L. Downing, the netor ’""'k
grnid nn ey st clilivhon to | nnd S, Fyanels ennult snd €tk MAJLET I Lt el will Ba seen gelint, will appine ot (he !.r(ln[.;mnl[
Lo wegenline e fuemicnen of ths oy clie Pawell sl cothpany e bed i, Tatd Theatre in a revive) of “Ten Nights in §
tey AR W IO WS AMBIRICAN P he Riegley 8in | MUNTAUE - The 1riah deamn, “Swoet a Barraom™ the coming wonk
AMUBEMENTS : AMUREMENTS [ AMUSEMENTS [ AMUSEMENTS
?
j"z?’_ zzzNEW YORK’S LEADING THEATRES AND SUCCESSES:--W

THEATRE WA42°5t "The Houce Bomififil®

NEW AHSTEDDA Klaw & Exrlanger Mars Fves 815 Make Wads5at 215 ii::

75TH JOYOUS TIME TO-MORROW NIGHT -

INCOMTROVERTIBLY THE FUNNIE
MUSICAL sSHow oF THE YE.QRS.I; l
Klaw & Frianders Hilatioys

Musical Comedy Success

VELYET,

:
VICTOR HERBERT'S , . 5o '
CATCHIEST TUNES %%L“E";ﬁ eﬁfﬁ%ﬁ
CAST OF SUPER EXCELLENCE
\__PRETTIEST & SMARTEST GIRL CHORUS IN TOWN /
B Ve W AMSTERDAM THEATRE _TWD ENTIRELY DIFRERENT SHOWG
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5th BIG MONTH

JOHN CoORT'S NEWEST, BIGGEST
AND BEST MUSICAL COMEDY
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