
I ON ^THE TRAIL~OF THE MOTION PICTURE |
George Fitzmaurice h

A Dashing Director
By Katharine Wright

Years ago when we were a cub in

Boston, our city editor said: "Jack
Bom is running a motion picture con¬

cern out on the Fcls. Go and get the

dop« on it."
Now, "Baldy" had named his movie

factory the Humanology Film Pro¬

ducing Company and was endeavoring
to live up to the title. We had never

Wet a gunman before, and his subdued
manner upset every one of our pre¬
conceived notions of these desperate
characters. He was courtesy itself,
und after a while we found ourselves

eating a New England boiled dinner
with Mr. Rose and Arthur Ashley, the

leading man, and Miss Carlotta de Fe¬

lice, dark and beautiful, and said to

be related to the Aosta family.
It was afterward, when we were in¬

vited to stay and watch the filming of

a scene or two, that we made our first

acquaintance with a "movie" director.

George Fltamaurice

This representative of the craft was a

Jiervous, perspiring gentleman in shirt

Bleeves, named Garrick.
The picture was a screen version of

cne of Ella Wheeler Wilcox's immortal
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domestic ballads, "The Married Co¬
quette." The name stayed with ns, be¬
cause of Mr. Hose's odd pronunciation.
He said "cokewet."
"Now, Arthur," said Mr. Garrick at

the crucial moment, "for the big scene,
all intensity, all passion, all animal.
Grab her, hold her, kiss her at least
three times, and at the last kiss, hold."

Mr. Ashley proceeded to execute thia
command with such violence that he
bit a mouthful of pearls out of Miss
Do Felice's jewelled filet. This seemed
to satisfy Mr. Garrick, but he was far
from pleased with the scenes that fol¬
lowed. He began to behave like Con¬
ductor Creatore in his most inspired
moments. His energy tired us and we

departed.
It was with this memory of a di¬

rector that we arrived at the Famous
Flayers' studio last Wednesday morn¬
ing to interview George Fitzmaurice.
We had chosen a dirctor partly be¬
cause we liked tho name and partly
because we have decided to keep our
present collection of leading men in¬
tact until the autumn.
Wo received a rather dubious wel¬

come. In fact, no one was to be seen,
and had it not been for a persistent
telephone bell we might have come and

! gone. "Don't know him from Adam,"
cried a brusque young man as he hung
up the receiver and darted through the
.-street door. A young woman also pro¬
fessed never to have heard of either
the great Fitzmaurice or the Players'
publicity man, who had made the ap-
pointment. Things looked desperate,
when a grouchy old man, apparently
first cousin to all the stage doormen in
town, said: "Come this way. They're
waiting for you."

Picking our way over water pipes,
gondolas and a miscellaneous collection
of "props," we noticed in one corner
a blond young man talking to a dash¬
ing and debonnair looking individual
in gorgeous sport clothes.
"Oh, yes" we thought. "That must

bo the leading man and the villain."
But the leading man turned out to

;u> Mr. MacFarland, the studio publicity
expert, whoso handsome 'Da,' as they
say in the Irish Theatre, is city editor

I of our favorite newspaper. The vil-jlain was Mr. Fitzmaurice. The con¬
trast between our firsi and second di¬
rector was electrifying. Of course, one
explanation is that Mr. Fitzmaurice di¬
rects Miss Elsie Ferguson. Then, too,
he was born in France and once spent
six years in India. lie is well set up
with a bronzed complexion and very
black hair. He combines the suavity
and elegance of a Frenchman with the
mysterious aloofness of an Oriental.

"It was very sweet of you to break)into, your day like this," he said with
just the suggestion of a foreign ac¬
cent.
Then he told us that he had broken

into the "movies" by writing scenarios.
When he was director for the Pathé
company he gave Pearl White her first
job, at a far from munificent salary.
Now he has directed six pictures for
Miss Ferguson. The first of these,
"The Avalanche," will be shown for
the first time at the Rivoli Theatre

¡this afternoon. ¿Jis pet idea as a di-
rector is to introduce a foreign setting
into every picture. He believes it helps
to create atmosphere. This theory, of
course, explained the elaborate Ven-
etian scene which occupied the greater
part of the studio.
When he had also told us that his

wife, Ouida Bergère, collaborates with
him on scenarios, that heart interest
and simplicity are the two leading es-
sentíais for a perfect film story, and

j that he did hope the H. C. L. would
not soar any higher because he had a
lot of puppies and they require untold
quantities of food, there seemed to be
nothing more to say. Young Mr. Mac-
Farland didn't help us out. So there
was nothing to do but go. And we re-

; gretted our firm manner with the press
agent, who wanted us to have tea with

. Mr. Fitzmaurice. That would have
taken longer. As it was we were not
even invited to sit clown.
-«-

¦New Films
Of the Week

This evening at 7:30 Mack Scnnett's
comedy in six parts, "Yankee Doodle
in Berlin," will be presented for the
h>8t time in New York City ut the
Broadway Theatre. Bothwell Browne,
the hero of the comedy, and tho famous
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Mack Sennett Bathing Beauties will
also appear in person. Mr. Browne1
will present an Oriental divertissement
assisted by the Bathing Beauties. The
Sennett girls will also illustrate their
activities on the sunny beaches of
California by showing what they do
under the direction of the famous
laugh maker of the screen by various
poses. The young women who will!be
seen in person during the engagement
of "Yankee Doodle in BeSiin," at tho
Broadway Theatre, are': Misses Alice
Maison, Micky Marvis, Elsie B. Ware,
Jane Allen, Irene Wiley, Molly Mc-
Gowan and Dorothy Haver; while in
tho comedy will be seen all the artists
under Mr. Sennett's direction, includ¬
ing Marie Prévost, Ben Turpin, Ches¬
ter Conklin, Charles Murray, Ford Ster¬
ling and Charles Lynn. There will be
daily matinees as well as evening per-
formances. . ¦

"Sahara," a spectacular film, starring
Louise Glaum, which will be seen at
the Strand Theatre this week, tells the
story of a French actress who goes with
her husband to the desert of Sahara,
After six months she leaves him and
goes to Cairo with a Russian nobleman.

It is a Hodkinson production, pre¬
sented by J. Parker Read, jr., and su¬
pervised by Allan Dwan. The support¬
ing cast includes Matt Moore, Edwin
Stevens, Nigel do Brullier and Master
Pat Moore.
'Mass Monkey," the second Universal

animal comedies, featuring the famous
monkey, Joe Martin, also will be shown.
The Topical Review and "Topics of the
Day" conclude the film part of the en¬
tertainment.
Redferne Hollinshead, Canadian tenor,

will sing "A Rose, a Kiss and You," and
the Symphony Orchestra will play the
overture from Herbert's "Wizard of the
Nile."

Elsie Ferguson in her new Artcraft
picture, "The Avalanche," will be the
feature at the Rivoli this week. It is
based on the novel of Gertrude Ather-
ton and the scenario was made by
Ouida Bergère. Miss Ferguson ap¬
pears first as Chichita, the daughter of
a Spanish gambler. She marries a

gambler and opens a fashionable
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gambling resort in New York. Later
Miss Ferguson is seen as Chichita's
daughter, who elopes with Price Ruy-
ler, a novelist. During their honey¬
moon her inherited instinct for gam¬
bling asserts itself with dramatic re¬
sults. The supporting cast, headed by
Lumsden Hare, includes Zeffic Tilbury,
Fred Esmelton, William Roselle, Grace
Field and Warner Olaiid. The director
is George Fitzmaurice.
A Harold Lloyd comedy, "Just

Neighbors," and a Prizma scenic, "Old
Faithful," together with the Rivoli
Pictorial, will be other films. The
musical programme will consist of
Chabrier's "España" and Silvio Hein's
"Furs and Frills," played by the
Rivoli orchestra, and a 'cello solo,
"Spanish Serenade," by L. Van Dyke.
Martin Drefel will sing the cavatina
from "Faust."

Marguerite Clark will be seen at the
Rialto this week in "Girls," adapted
from Clyde Fitch's comedy concerning
the adventures of a man-hater. Clara
Déranger and Alice Eyton wrote the
Kcenario and the picture was directed
by Walter Edwards. Included in the
cast are Mary Warren, Helen Chad-
wick, Harrison Ford, Lee Hill, Thomas
D. Persse and Virginia Foltz.
The Rialto orchestra will play the

overture to #Von Suppe's "Beautiful
Galatea." The soloists will be Rosa
Legeia and Edoardo Albano, who will
sing a duet from "II Trovatore," and
Julia Henry, who will be heard in
"Homing," by Theresa Del Riego. A
Sunshine comdy, a Bruce scenic called
'Sundown" and the Rialto Magazine
will complete the bill.
The management of "Open Your

Eyes," which opened last night at the
Central Theatre, Broadway at Forty-
seventh Street, thinks that this film
should prove a special inducement to
women. The government experts who
produced the picture and the members
)f the United States Public Health
Service, under whoso supervision it
was prepared, had this fact in mind in
the arrangement of the story and its
scenes.

Alice Brady in "Red Head," with
fonrad Nagel, will be Monday's attrac¬
tion at Loew's New York Theatre and
Roof. The features ror the hnlance of
the week will include George Walsh in
'Putting One Over on Tuesday"; Flor¬
ence Reed in "The Woman Under Oath"
on Wodneiday; Harry Carey in "The
Outcast of Poker Flat" on Thursday;
William Russoll In "Tlho Sporting
Chance" and Corinne Griffith in "A
Girl at Bay" on Friday; Arthur Ashley
and Dorothy Green In "The American
Way" on Saturday, and Francis X.
Bushman in "God's Outlaw" on Sunday.

Shadows on

The Screen
Violet Heming has been engaged by

the Famous Players-Lasky Corporation
to Play the title rôle in the Paramount-
Artcraft version of Walter Browne's
famous morality play, "Everywoman,"
She is now on her way lo Hollywood
to start work on tho production.
George Melford will direct the picture.

In the forthcoming Geraldine Farrar
picture, now being made at the Gold-
wyn studios in California, one of the
most ambitious scenes ever shown on
tho screen will be seen. This is a
street scene in Petrograd. Buildings
were erected at a cost of almost $35,-
000. But the difficulty of the scene did
not lie altogether in making the street.
Crowds of peonle were necessary, and
2,800 extras from the. large Russian
colony near Culver City were recruited.
Five hundred uniforms and three hun¬
dred pairs of shoes had to be provided
for them, making a big job for the
property man. Nor was that all. In-
terpreters were needed to translate the
directions of Frank Lloyd, who is
directing the picture.

Harry Rapf, general manager of the
Selznick Pictures Corporation, an-
nounces that he has secured the mo-
tion picture rights to two well known
Broadway successes. "The Country
Cousin," by Booth Tarkington and
Julian Street, will be filmed with
Elaine Hammerstein. "Blind Youth.,"
by Willard Mack and Lou Tellegen,will be presented by Eugene O'Brien
as a screen production. The produc-
tion o1" "The Country Cousin" will be¬
gin immediately.

Alois Reiser, the assistant conductor
of the Strand Symphony Orchestra, will
be the musical director of tho Strand
Theatre, in Brooklyn, which is sched-
uled to open on or about Labor Day.
The Indian jungle countries will be

toured for the first time in their his¬
tory by a motion picture cámara man
in the course of a tour to be started
within the next few days by the indus¬
trial department of the Universal Film
Manufacturing Company.

This camera man will travel alone,
carrying with him a complete motion
picture camera outfit, as well as a
miniature laboratory for developing his
own negatives for shipment to New
York. The tour is being made in the
interest of the rubber industry of Amer¬
ica, and the camera man's job will be
to record on film all ine detailed opera-
tions in the management and activities
of tho rubber growing territories of
East India.

It will be the first motion picture
series ever taken in the lands where
the rubber industry starts. Rubber pro¬
duction and the manufacture of rubber
products have been described In detail
in this country. But there is no record
In America of the actual growing and
harvesting of the raw rubber from the
plantations of East India, where the
finest raw stock comes from.

Jess Willard'a seven-reel production,

"The Challenge of Chance," opened
within a stone's throw of the big fel¬
low's headquarters in Toledo, Ohio,
last Sunday, and according to reports
from Fred L, Wilke, producer of the
picture, every person in Toledo at¬
tempted to get into the theatre on the
opening night.

Willard, himself, took a couple of
hours o(V from his regular training
schedule to see himself in pictures.
Rumor has it that the champion heavy-
weight will renounce the prizo ring
after July Fourth, to devote his time
exclusively to motion picture work.

"Tho Petal on the Current," a screen
dramatization of a Fannie Hurst nov¬
elette, has just been completed at
Universal City. Mary MacLaren is the
star.

September 1 has been definitely se¬
lected as the release date of Nazi-
mova's next production, "The Brat."
Since completing her work in this pict¬
ure Nazimova has paid a visit to New
York, where she signed a new contract
with Messrs. Rowland <fe Karger, guar¬
anteeing them her services for two
years. She is now again at the Holly¬
wood studios and about to start work
upon another production, "The Native
Born," from a story by Charles T.
Dazey, author of "In Old Kentucky."
In addition to "The Native Born," a
number of other exceptional stories
have been acquired for Nazimova's use,
some of them of French origin. Among
these are "The Heart of a Child,"
from Frank Danby's novel; "The'

Wholly Innocents," and, from French
pens, "L'Homme Riche" (The Rich
Man) and "Maison de Dance" (literally,
The House of the Dance).

The bureau of pictures of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has received 8,000 feet
of new negative film from Lie\itenant
Merle La Voy, the official Red Cross
camera man, assigned to Constantinople
and tho Balkans. The territory in which
Lieutenant La Voy is located is a re-
gion that has never before been well
"covered" with a moving picture
camera, and practically all of this first
consignment of negatives is devoted to
scenes that have never been photo-
graphed. The now material is being
assembled and titled for release
through the seventeen exchanges of

! the Educational Films Corporation of
America.

Frank Lanning, the famous delineator
of Indians, plays the rôle of the bad
Papago Indian in the photoplay from
Zane Grey's novel. "Desert Gold," a
Benjamin B. Hampton production. Lan¬
ning has lived with Indian tribes all
over North America. He started his
study of Indian customs for professional
reasons and continued as a hobby.

_

Between scenes at the Famous Play-
ers-Lasky studios on Fifty-sixth Street
almost any day Elsie Ferguson can be
caught in a close-up registering deep
interest in piles of manuscript that
arrive daily by messengers and mail.
Tho secret is out. Miss Ferguson is
looking for a suitable dramatic play
to open a season on Broadway in the
fall.

Jesse D. Hampton, whose feature
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productions for Robertson-Cole are

distributed by Exhibitors' Mutual, last
week paid $35,000 for a trio of stories
which he will film during the coming
year. These are Robert Louis Steven¬
son's famous story, "Ebb Tide;" "The
Prince and Betty," by P. G. Wodehousc,
and James Willard's "The Woman of
Pleasure."

Alice Joyce, having completed six¬
teen pictures with one director, Tom
Terriss, has decided on a change. Wes¬
ley Ruggles, producer of "For France,"
will direct Miss Joyce's future pict¬
ures. Mr. -Ruggles has recently been
discharged from the army.

Thirty Broadway successes and fa¬
mous novels have been acquired for
production by Metro, and this com¬

pany's programme pictures will be dis¬
continued after September 1. The
stage plays acquired by the company
for its stars, which will be made by
Screen Classics, Inc., include not only
recent long-run Broadway successes,
but plays that have been popular for
years, which heretofore have been un¬

obtainable for screen purposes.

Three of these will be placed in pro¬
duction at once by Maxwell Karger,
director general of Metro and Screen
Classics, Inc., who will supervise the
screening of all the forthcoming feat¬
ures.

The first, "Fair and Warmer," Avery
Hopwood's comedy, which ran for two
seasons on Broadway, has been se¬
lected for May Allison. "Lombardi,
Ltd.." Frederic and Fanny Uatton's
comedy, has been obtained for Bert
Lytell.
"Please Get Married" has been

chosen for Viola Dana and will be
screened as soon as Miss Dana finishes
her present story, "The Microbe."

Other-^productions announced include
James A. Home's celebrated "Shore
Acres," "The Willow. Tree," Miss I.
A. R. Wylie's novel, "The Temple of
Dawn;" Charles A. Taylor's famous
old melodrama, "Yosemite;" George
Gibbs's novel, "The Yellow Dove;" Sir
Gilbert Parker's best known novel,
"Th«i Right of Way," and another,
Frederic and Fanny Hatton play, "The
Walk Offs." The titles of other at¬
tractions will be announced later.

Constance Talmadge's current Select
Picture, "The Veiled Adventure." in
which she is presented by Lewis J.
Selznick, is now completing its tour of
first-run theatres in other cities, and
will have its first New York showing
during the week of July 14. at all of
the Marcus Loew theatres.

Managing Director Plunkett an¬

nounces that Anita Stewart will be
presented at the Strand Theatre dur¬
ing the week commencing July 0, in
her latest photo-dramatic production,
entitled "Human Desire."

At Fort Lee, Miss Billie Burke is at
work on "Sadie Love, or Twin Souls,"
under the direction of John S. Rob¬
ertson. The sets for this picture are
so large that it was only with difficulty
sufficient space was found for Miss
Dorothy Dalton to commence on "The
White Rock." Her next picture is un¬
der the direction of Joseph DeGrosse.

The following cast has been selected
for the "Teeth of the Tiger," now be-_
ing produced at the Famous Players-

Lasky studios in New York; Dave Pow¬
ell, the lead in a dual role, assisted by
Anna Lehr, Myrtle Stedman, Templar
Saxe, Charles L. MacDonald, Riley
Hatch and Charles Girard. The story
deals with the further adventures of
Arsène Lupin and was written by Mau¬
rice LeBlanc. Chet Withey is direct¬
ing.

To protect itself a_ain=t loss in case
of accident, sickness or death, B¡ig{»s
Pictures, Inc., has had C arc A. Briggs,
the cartoonist, who is the creator of
the Paramount-Briggs Comedies, in¬
sured for $500,000. Three policies were
taken out on Briggs, covering ail post-
sible loss-of time and services of the
man who made "When a Feller Needs a
Friend" and other famous comic sui>-
jects.
In addition to this protection the pro*

ducin¿ company is further protecting
itself by having Briggs work far in ad-
vanee of the release date of his pict-

! ures. He has already written the
script for nearly all of the fifty-two
Paramount-Briggs subjects which Fam-
ous Players-Lasky will release next
season.

Peggy Shanor, who has appeared in
recent Famous Players and Fox re¬
leases in important rôles, has been
signed by the Supreme Pictures to plav
in a fifteen episode serial. Miss
Shanor's debut on the screen was in
the "House of Hate," a Pathe serial.

Menace of the Quack
Exposed in New Film

Authorities have declared that the
quack doctor is by far the most dan-
gerous criminal in existence, and
"Open Your Eyes," the government
film drama at the Central Theatre,
was taken under the auspices of the
United States go\ernment, with the
sanction of the United States Public
Health Service, for the express pur-
pose of exposing this malefactor and
his trade.

It has been pointed out that whit*
a community can take measures to
safeguard itself from other types of
criminal? the quack ia a menace par-
ticularly hard to reach because of the-
prevailing public ignorance concerning
him and his practices. For this reason
the quack lives and grows rich with im¬
punity on the misery of youth. The
general public knows of his existence
only through his own advertising.
Only recently stringent laws have:
been passed which have made welcome
inroads in his practice.
How the quack, at once a thief and'

a murderer, has been directly respon¬
sible for the spread of disease is
siiown in "Open Your Eyes," which
also depicts the results of his ac¬

tivities.

Opening Hurried by
Similar Playa

The opening last night, June 28, of
the Playhouse with a new plsy called
"At 9:45," by Owen Davis, starts the
dramatic season of 1910-20 off at an
earlier date than has been known for
many years.
The play deals with a crime mystery

and rumor has it that this early pro¬
duction is caused by the fact that
Messrs. Brady, Woods, Cohan _¦ Harri
and George. Broadhurst all have plays
of a similar character, ready for a

Broadway opening.
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