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Hamby, Most

-
il

Remarkable Criminal City Has Known

wants it understood that he i3 not a

By Bertram Reinitz burglar or a murderer. Hia visit at

ORDON TFAWCETT HAMEY the bank was a commercial transaction,

“ wants to be hurried into the |he pointed out. He had regarded his
electric chair, avoiding all | pistols &s things which ecommanded

the law’s delays, before the | attention and cbedlence. They were |

ennul growing out of this business of | not Instruments of death as he saw
being tried and condemned for murder |them. They became such unexpectedly,
in the first degree kills him, | but not unwillingly. Peal and Coons
Ee has heard a littlo of the last few | had died because they had falled to
pours in the death house and the short |appreciate that disobedience and death
walk to and through the little green |were one. ©Out West the murders
door. He feels that these might pro- | would not have happened, Hamby
vidle some vrefreshing diversion, & | pointed cut. It {s religion to bank
¢hange from the humdrum, monotonous | employea to snap with prompt obedi-

sxistenca of a man regarded as the|
most dengerous and most eulturgdl
criminal In the history of this state.
When the foreman of the jury an-
nounced, aftar fourteen hoars of trial, |
that Hamby was guilty of the murder |
of De Witt C. Peal, killed during a |
513,000 robbery of the East Brooklyn |

| weak, according to Hamby.
| prison fare may be or how obstinats

|of B missing-tooth prison comb. Ha

enca when a man with a gun makes

suggestions.
Profanity is" the Ianguage of the

He never

utters an inveetive, however poor the

his light locks may be to the persuasion

‘Savings Bank on December 13 last, | j,.q not even verbally agsail the friend
Hamby looked intensely relleved—as |, whom, he rays, he intrusted $7,000
another man might have looked had he | ;¢ 3000 and who has slipped into ob~

been mcquitted. With the verdict, he | |jyian, leaving Hamhbhy without cigar-

v prif eop shoulders

explained later, the “thing” was over. |
These lawyers with their speeches and |
the crowd with its curiosity—they were i
beresome things to a man who had
robbed thirteen banks and participated
innine shootings, five resulting fatally. |
He has no desire to utilize his pre-
dieament to satizfy the human desire |
for dramatic byplay. He proved that |
he is sincere in his indifference and
disinterest by completely ignoring the!
aidience, which included about fifty |
women. :

Scorns Bravado |

|
He scormed bravado as he did the |

merest trace of weakening. He had |
intended to say a few things, com-
mending the juodge, jury and diatriet
attorney for speeding up the trial and
getting the iresome details over with
He withheld hia little speech, he said,
afterward, becauae he thought that
gome one might misconstrue it as “a
histrionic display.”

When he heard that thera had been |
women in the eourtroom leaning for-
ward eagerly to hear some expression
from the prisoner, he regretted hia
silence. It “discourtecns” to
ignore “ladies’ wishes” mo completely,
he said. Women are to be revered and

T

was

ette money. Nor does he regret the
$1,000 he gave to the young woman
who accompanied him from New York
to the coast. She was not s good
woman, Hamby sald, but she was loysal

and levelheaded. A solitaire ring,
marriage ring with no significanca and |
a get of furs were some of hia gifts to
her. &

Hamby has one great fear. His at- |
torney, Frank X. McCaffrey, hight ap— |
peal hiz case. That would mean time |
lost—time =pent in thick stone +walls
in green summer time? Perhaps the
Great Beyond has something exciting
in atore for him—-certainly it can’t be
worse then prison lifs on earth,

Yearns for Beyond

This soft spoken, clear eyed youth,
with' the broad, lithesome shoulders,
who emilea as he tells of killings s.ndi

|laughs as he describes his robbings, |
| wants
death becaugse there are ne purling

it knewn that he yearns for

brooks in prisons, or grassy slopes, or |
the full swesping play of the sunlight: |
Hamby was a “lifer” in Tacoma when
ha mildly informed the local District
A ney that ha had committed a cap- |
ital crime in Brooklyn.
In Tacoma he had killed a friend

entertained. He apologized for hia| -
T T ke  michb becouse that @'s eved narrowed
Ifishness— k might d il :
it et = and spurkled during an srgument. In
conduct himszelf henceforth in a wav ; R
~. | Broo ha ed, he had kifled

that would at least make good readi
for the i

wonen.

ves lau
just as they played when Jusztica T
cett eharacterized him as a .criminal
whose record made that of Jesza James
orany other bandit pale by comparis

pecple looked on things so different]
becanse they could not see az ha did
that a man who robbed a bank faced
odds of 20 to 1, with the proceeds on
his investment death or “fve-fgured
money. That wasn't erime, he reaso

rangzara begs r had sought
3 property in
famous East
vings Bunk robbery, on
last, during the commis-
1 Die Witt €. Peal, an as-

¢, and Henry Coons, a
teller, wern shot fo death.

boen properly classified; that he ‘n ofered me death,” Hamby

worked toward this place in tﬁr'_-"l “Tleath was -preferable,
Lrin sun an falt officially Tecog- far, to a lifs in prisen
nized. He smiled, he paid, beca me et think

waking up
seeing that"—he
gween sunlight that

churtroom  windows— |
r the shadows cast by iron!

enthuai-|

18 morning and

eated a

{eil

the

Hamby, in a

ducad flow of blood., When Hamhy

hurry to die

out in bolder rellet, and erime easily

mildly; it was business—big business time. Ha seemed fo | entered the courtroom for the first castured the heanty prize in the eourt-
—and he had gone bankrupt. argic indifference with | time last Monday the women pres- room.
I | 8il emotion dur- | ent pasped in astonishment and al-

Conducts Own Propeganda
Hamby has been conducting propa-
ganda in his unecstentatious wzy. He

31 mnaoth, beyish i':mt’|

unger a3 his castomary |
way befors a newly' in- |

most chorused, “How handsoms, Raw
charming!” With color in his faee,
the actually classic llnes were brought

Becomes Poot

Az he dizeus

ed 'hiz love for the un-

trammelled things of the sphers he

may ao soon leave
derer and robber
eotad pont.

&=

£ dreifted off into the

1 there came b
i pretty

Ctened,
=

ekl
of the
-have-been.

| great volume,

“Smells dn
mnrked
daz=t d Rim
The breeze had cropt

awnein the rear

nicaly,
as g bree

of tha &

house befors fluttering i
YAnd to think,” b We

wanted keep me from that forever.

| Day efter diy [ would have been forced
| to love nature through heavy masonry,
| to breathe iz
j smells of & Western prizen.

refer death?

1

LI'p

“Is it any wender that
hy the trizlasbe

a

was ? There is
nothing in life for nrizon: there
is everything in 1if I was
to apend. it in pr! wish-
ing for and hopine k death.

ceeded,

blended with the dank |

|
|
i

distaste to his amorons matters bein:
given unduve publieity.

“I prefer working alone,” he sald.
“It is thrilling, and 1 am sore of my-
gell.

“In fact, it was the thrill tha*
me into this pame. I wus at college
The lifa certainly
At eighteen years of
had suceezsfully completed
firet job. For eight years | hase b
iving of my winnings my
prison and death.

“Before the HEast Brooklyn
k robbery I had newver kil

u

rged
I

needad the money, ¥
appealed to me.
I

game W

SAVIngS

L3 led, be-

Kil

e the tellers in a Western bank
know better than AR
th a gun. They do as they ars told.

vl and Coons disobeyed grd

cau:
“Let me ask anybody—how about

vourself—would you sooner die or live
in fail? Was Horaca Greely or
Patrick Henry who said, ‘Give mé lib-
erty or give me death'? The man who
sald that was a2 great personage, be-
cause he knew what ha talking
about. Tt {5 impossible for me %0 §

to disobey a
4
it
it yas
r loss.

The t
as final

ing that hu most {3 that [
ly

to' prizon for =

WaAS T

i Ereatiy regret = wWas

A

state my ferénea for death to a

life within prison walls. Tt would bhe
&

nra
e

good fellow, but 1 thought he was going
to shoet me. 1 found out later that he
warn't aven armed.”

tortere to - know that outside the X y
: amby communed with nature dur-
streams and things were calling, while . AR = A
i e ) e ; ing hin inst few hours of liberty. After
inside T was taking on the prison pallor, ..} 4 Ty 2 X
killing Davis he w miles
. 2 T .
= ..1‘..'}}305‘1! I eszcaped in & fow 5-!].'! 31 through the mountain antt]
That wnu;q mean nothing. I would be | nins He anterod ~onsrel stor.,
AR ex-conviet amped nhc-rf.'vc.-_l Woent | seith three deputy sk closing in on
by the éxpression on my face. the um- 40
retnlental A aprad o th " % 1z X
mistakable badge of caped things. “The walk had Leen exhilarating ard
- T asi il w Y
Loves Open Sea ! will remembaz

snderful,” he =aid,

This murdersr, wha
sunshine,

cravea for
open gea in
a wild, wholezouled way. He said

the

lovea the tha

the real ont of doora,

that ‘he shipped aboard merchantmen
ar tankers in amnd nog =0
much to escape from too ient de- |
tectives, hut to get into the midat of |

His taate in literature
yearning for the sea,
B

reflects h
He enumerated

18

favorite hon
ing similarity
and adventure sforics,
T went
which

through
evary

g

other authors,

begause

O

comprafans

through tha =ea,

The Passing of

a

&

ILLIAM S. DEVERY, New York's most famous chief
of police, who died recently at his home in Rockaway,

like that of the late Colonel Asa Bird |
Gardiner, who, when District Attorney, !

was for twenty-firve years euccessively patrolman, | %8id. “To bell with reform.” The dif-

roundsman, captaiﬂ, inspector, deputy chief and chief.
“Big Bill” was appointed to the force in 1881.

He became |

e roundsman in 1884, a captain in 1891 and an inspector in

1898.

Almost immediately thercafter he was made a deputy |
chief and then chief. He held this office about four years. Early
ih 1901 the Legislature passed a
and Devery became a deputy commissioner.

Devery had often said ke was “born to be a cop,” and when |

law abolishing the post of chiaf |

he was shelved as a deputy commiissioner he soon quit and went

tto the real estate business.
thought of being a desk man at

By Charles A. Salomon

ITH the passing of William
8. Devery New York has
loat one mora of the pict-
uresque characters that
coniributed to the gayety of metro-
politan life a deeade ago. By only a
short span did “Big Bill" survive for-
mer Mayor Robert A. Van Wyck, who
Fronounced him the “Bent Chief of
Pulica New York ever hal,” a char-
actarization that stucik, although oftan
applied in a sense of derision.

Chief Devery was a figure in New
York life in a period when nicknames
Wers given men prominent in politicy
and official place, & practice not an
Prevalent to-day.

So Chief Devery, the last pollce
o®iclal of that rank New York was to
kave, became “Big Bill”

And it was ftting, “Big BIN" Devery
¥383 big not oaly in the matter of
PRYBiqus, but alse in the matter of
the power he wielded. An o patral-
&1 and !n the higher grades he filled
 Ba climb to the office of chief,

made frequent pse of his bullk

Bat, Devery as hesd of the Polics D
Pertment proved bimself » fighter, |
man never “lald down” His
Siresr w8 chief was marked by ono|

aftar another with alements that |

3 Tegarded him as a blot on the escuteh-

fon of this

i falr town. On his mansive

M ere

& of
4 8

g e Potios Department. 5.

He said he couldn't bear the
Headquarters,

®
| p under all thess charges, and indict- |

ments made him fight back all tha
tarder for his job and power. Davery
was beaten only when the office of
inief of Police was legislated out of
exlastence, Even then he didn't give
up, for to his last days he inzisted,
“I didn't ger a falr count. I am atill
Chief of Police, only the office doesn't
exiat any more."”

Devery never dodged a controversy
with what he was pleased to term
“them reform blokes" (the term “guy” |
was not in use in his day). “Allj
policeman,” was the way one Police
Commissioner Indorsed Blg BillL. He
wan just that. PFrom eop to chief, he
sperit abont twenty-five years of his
life in police work.

A Sense of Humor

Devery did not atways conzider him- |
meif In the right In his many eontro-
versies with his eritics. He was a
barn fighter and he juat would not let
the other fellow “get away with it.”
Aside from the fact that he was a
fighter, the chief had a saving quality,
a senss of humor. which he frequently
indulged at the expense of some other

form politicians of methods they
feared would be used at a ¢coming elec-
tion, Devery's way of settling the mat-
ter was to issue instructions to his
policemen, “If them nilk stocking blokes
interfere with weou, stand them on
their hoads.” When "Ry Bill” gave an
order like this ke meant that it should
be carried out ms nearly literally as
posaibla. -

Devery's sttitude toward reform waa

removed from office for his attitude
by Governor Rocsevelt. Devery, too,
was removed from office at one time in
his turbulent eareer, but, unlike Gar-

| diner, he cama back,

Devery was & man of tig deeds. Be-
sides, he could inteiligently direct the

| work of detectives, for, although por-
| heps not generally known, he

had
done much work for his friend, In-
epeetor Thomas F. Byrnes, for many |
years chief of the detective bureau
and one of the cleverost.

| their blowa sting]

“Get the Big Fellers” '

This poilcy of handling big matters

| Devery took with him to 300 Mulberry

Street, then Police Headquarters. He
taught his men to get the “big fellers."
Brought up in the school of hard
knocks, the “best chief ever” knew how
to take them—and give them, Devery
never was mors in his element than
when he could appear at =ome great

| public function, arrayed in his best

uniform, and personally direct the work |
of his men. I have seen him at such |
affairs do the work of the ordinary |
cop. His presence was an incentive and |
assurance to his men. They knew the
¢hief wounld be with them so long as
they carried out orders. It Is difficult |
to pictore any such outbreaks in
Devery’s day as have lately marked the
activities of the Bolshevik element in
New York. Devery would have sup-
proased any such public demonstrations
if he had to have the city flont a special |
lssus of revenue bonds to buy a new
supply of nightsticks. And ho would |
not have been content to “lat Georgs |
do it" He would have been thers to |

help. ]
“Big Bill” would have considered ita |

lur on hi 3 |
¢ *0d stremgth snd proved hia physical persen, Often he wns unconscionsly :D h?:’_p;“:?c:;lu?:ni? ;::::i’::;ﬂ:;
| "0urage. Also, whether one may be funny. Once, for instance, when com- police agencies brnz He o to !mnd':;-l
| Permitted to call it moryl eourage or plaint was made to him by certaln Te- g :

such a situstion. There were anarch-
ists in this city in Devery's day, but
they were s very, very quict erowd.
“Religious maniaes,” he called them.
They wera all chartad and never got
the least leeway for the carrying out of
their prineiples. Devery's firat arraign-
ments as & cop—about forty years ago—
were along the riverfront, at that tims
fvfestad with the toughest charmcters,
to whom diplomasy waps something akin
ta gowardice. Devery didn't try to be

a diplomat. He met the rowghnecks

on their ewn terms and heat them at|

their own rough and tumble game, in

| ference was that Colonel Gardiner was | which the stout lpeust was the deciding

factor in many a battle. The men
along Devery's post came to fear this
big, broad shouldered and frarless cap
Undoubtedly it was thiz early experi-
enen thet made him the king of clubs,
for Devery was alwayas 5 Grm believer
in the persuasiveness of the nightstick.
Many a youngster Just getting on the
wrong path through bad company haa

{been set right through a few well di-

rected blows across the tipper part of
the legs with s mightstick. And how
those: Corkonian gianta could make
Breadth of forehead

{'was not such a factor In gefting on the
foren in those days as depth of chest
and ecireumference of Tt

€3, ane

Devery cops wera such adepts at club |
3 P i

| wielding  that they eould
their blows to maka them

out dolng any physieal damage.
hardened charuetors Devery

temper
For

favared

mora of an allopathie ddsa and not
necagsarily  local. “These reform
blokes,” “Big Bill"™ used to say, “don't

want: the cops to carry nizhtsticks.
They aught te furnizh 'em with belogna
sausnges."”

There was nothing “namby-pamby”
about Chief Devery. Devery was &

with- |

bitter opponent aa wall a3z an adept|

at coining nicknamies for persons he

The late Willlam 8. Devery

| “indecorona and offensive.”

didn't like. He once fixed on “C
Gearge” in deseribing the late Ins
tor Genrge MeCluskey. To the
of his death the dapper, wall groomed
MeCGluskey was: known
George.”

time

23

Undoubtedly Devery did enjay ear-. qove

tain political support. Being a mem-
ber of the uniformed force, however.
he was not subiect to the
caprice of the:Mayor, and coul
moved only on charzes or, ns [
was, by his office being put o
existence.

His Picturesque Tongue
Felonious erimez were
forte, and while perhaps
times neglectiul In suppressine mis-
demeanors, he would have considered
fiis department disgraced if big ¢rimes
went nnpunished whila detoctives were
engaged in running down
ers.  Devery's languaga
was quite ss pleturesgua

ha

crap, shoot-

as
terpretation. In one of
where charges wers made against him
he was acquitted, although the trial
judge held that the chief had been

tha cazes

Charges

| of extortion and oppression roiled off

kis shoulders like water off an oilskin
coat. Once the Police Commissioners
“got” him. That was In 1894, Hs was
tried, found guilty and dismissed. e
was back on ths forece ten months
later, mare powerful than ever ond just
ag talkative,

He continued in the department six

years after belng resfored to duty,
when finally the curtain was rung
down on Devery’s police career, in

1901, by &n act of Legislaturs abol-

| ishing hla office, whith step had to be

taken to abolish “Big Bill"” as head of
the department. Oune thing the old-
timers still say about the chiaf, “Ha
never squealed.” No man knew the
ins and outs of the Police Department
more intimately than he. Ha knew
what every man in anthority was do-
ing and had done. Testimony was given
befors the Lexow committes, invesi-
gating police affairs; that Devery'a
agents had extorted money of which

it was somght to prove that he got !

Els “divvy.” It was not in the Devery
code to admit receiving graft money
and thus besmirch the department and
other men, although the way for such
action had belin paved by another offi-
cer, later to become the highest uni-

i ' WaE no
lexicon; no szeh
to his mind. He
W those “blokes” by
Mayor of New York.
tined a sufficient number of
+ nominating petition, snd
(! “Bg Bill™ was an Inde

2 His
not by ary

L ]

camsa
o

for

s

I fur or.
mblem was

“The Pump*

menns to xtand as the emblem of pro

00, as the
o1 and ty ¢ :

-8

Street. Thia fire hydrant became 7
Oud a3 Lhe 1 point of
Deveryites and received tne dignity of
upper ‘¢asa letters, referred to
only a3 “The Pump.” aning agains:
it, “Big Bill” used to expound bis views
and utter his Deveryizms,

nthae

L

HNd Scme money.

4 Real Family Man

@

After that he spent mont o Lime
““Too Top Tilty” n Lis Far Rockiwsy propers. Re
X nis 4 -
| Then a most unexpected thing hap- | West Sida .i‘.?-.'r“'xl I.-\ fom 1 ';‘
pened. Devery was electad leader of sood father and s. loving hush hn
the Ninth Assembly District over two never drifted from his fires
cther candidates, Devervism h

= latt aerive ik 5

st im

Lecome a political issue and being uszed his
against Tammany Hall, the orgainiza- Rockaway declared a clte aonre
tion refused to seat him as one of its | the z
cxecutive couneil. Devery, the fighter,
who already had full grown plans to
succeed Richard COroker as Boss
Tammany H was enraged over thia
treatment. “Say, young fell

was el rt

teipal eontrel of New

It was suspected that “Big

vl ambition to be r

Ha dizselaimed any e

bition in his campaign for the
penidence of Rockaway.

My ;

of

ler, this
bunch is getting too top-tilty," said he
when asked to say semething about
the treatment accorded him. “With
Platt and Odell running one end and
this. bunch of jumping-jacks touting |
for the other, what eliance has an hon-
est man got? Tl tell you that next
|fuli an independent movement will
|come along that will push the whole
|hunch Into a snowdrift. This was a
| furprise to me. They never tipped me
|nﬂ’ that thers wea going to be a raid.™
Continuing, he pald his respects to

1e38 18 that Devary accomulnied
ing of his real estate one
of

Oikaite

$500.000 and

£

fortuna

in
T

x

between
1,000,000, :

Oh, yes. “Big Bill,” buffeted about as
he had been in his twenty-five years on
the police faree, nevar soured agains
the world. He was cheerful Devery to
the Inat. And, having a kindness shown
him by Mayor Van Wyek, he paazed it
along to Mayor Hylan, who, he sald,
wan “the beat Mavor ever.” "Big Bill's™
sense of humor never deserted him.




