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The Woman’s Chamber of Commerce—National and International

By ELENE FOSTER

&

States Chamber of Commerce has|
not only been very considerate of ils|
little sister, but has stretched forth |
a helping hand to steady her until|
she could walk alone. And now that
she can trot off very briskly quite |
on hexr own account, except when the |
road is exceptionally rough, she is |
able in return to be of some slight |
assistance to the big brother in mat- |
ters that lie within the sp'rere of |
her feminine experience.

@
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The Woman's Chamber of Conmi |
merce looms on the horizon as just
sbout the biggest “woman’s” proj-
ect since the suffrage campaign was
brought to a successful finish. |
There have been all sorts of |
women's trade organizations and
business women’s eclubs, but never |
since the world began has there been
& woman's chamber of commerce. !

F' there is still a man or woman
I living in this enlightened age

who doubts that woman’s hour
a8 struck, the story of the Wom-
an's Chamber of Commerce should
“e the final straw which will break
vhe backbone of disbelief. llere
s an organization built on exactly
the same lines as that honored in-
stitution, the United States Cham-
ber composed of
professional women
who are working for the same pur-
~0se as their brother organization,
camely, the fostering and further-
uig of our commerce and industry,
voth
And what is more astonishing, con-

of Commerce,
Lusiness and

national and international.

“idering the not-so-ancient preju-
‘ices  of against
liaginess organizations, the Wom-

men

an's Chamber of Commerce is work-
mng side by side with its older
brother in harmony and the friend-
liest cobperation.

In point of faet, from the day
hat the birth of its sister organi-

nsgoeiation, which up to that time

%5l had the Psav 5o in commiercial bitself, But. for the comprehensivei1,"“5]101' Its membership is incress- | over the country and opened the

wtters, there has never been the
aiightest sign  of disapproval or
cedalousy or antagonism, which
iuite the reverse from what one
would  have expected from the
gsual run of elder brothers.

On the contravy, the United

women’s |

is |

Do not confuse it with any other |
organization or any other woman's |
club, for it is not a woman's club |
any more than the United States
Chamber of' Commerce could be|
called a “man’s club.”

| The Woman's Chamber of Com-
merce is an organization of busi-
| ness and professional women banded
| together for the promotion of every
:branuh of American industry and
| commerce. It is both national and
| international; one of the first
branches to be established outside
our own country was organized a |
short time ago in China. It works
|in exactly the same way as the!
fUnited States Chamber of Com-:
merce, its function is the same and |
its. members pay the same dues as
are paid by the men, Its treasurer
and all others handling money are
ibonded.

It is not affiliated with any other
| organization nor ecan any organi-
zation (as such) join its member-
ship. It is composed of efficient,
carnest women who are earning
{their own living in a business or
profession. [

|
| The founder and president of the |

|organization is My,
{all the eredit, not only for the idea |

|plans for carrying it out as well, |

merce was incorporated last Jan-
uary and its growth during the six
months of its existence has been |

jextraordinary, particularly when | York, and atl the invitation of the]buying those of foreign manufact-

Katherine | 178 of its existence. It seems that | delivered an address on the subject
aation was announced to the brother | clemmons Gould, and te her belangs the time has now come when it can|of underwear and hosiery, which

| established in nearly all of the hig
The Woman's Chamber of Com- | commercial centres of the co

onc takes into consideration the |directors of the various trade asso-
fact that up to this time it has done | ciations it has sent its representa-
no advertising and been given mno | tives to speak at their conventions,
publizity. Mrs. Gould's idea was to| For example, Mrs. Gould attended
wait until it should have established | the convention of the Manufactur-

Harris & FEwing i
Leola King

In chavge of Woman's Patrol and Vigilant Comniittee of the Womain's |
Chamber of Commerce I

branches in the large cities and be |ers of Knitted Goods, which was |
in good working order before tell- held recently in Philadelphia, and |

no longer hide its light under a | was quoted in the newspapers all

ing daily, and branches have been|eyes of the manufacturers to the
fact that women are demanding
untry. | different styvles and cuts in hboth
It is a member of the United States | these necessary articles, and bhe- {
Chamber of Commerce and of the ! cause they cannot find what they
Merchants’ Association of New | want in the domestic goods they are

=

ure. Through the ecourtesy of the | first thought must be the betterment
knit goods manufacturers the | of her own country, and she must
Woman’'s ' umber of Commerce oc- | be interested before all else in the
cupied a booth at the exposition|increasing of our trade and indus-
which was held in connection with |try both at home and abroad.
the convention, this being its first
public appearance at such an ex-|hesides Mrs. Gould, the presi-
hibition. dent-at-large, are Nanette B. Paul,
There is no limit to the scope of | of Paul Institute, elected president;
the work which the Woman’s Cham-| Mrs. William Severin, vice-presi-
ber of Commerce i3 planning to do. | dent-at-large; Mrs. Ida Clyde Clark,
It seems a far cry, does it not, from | vice-president; Ethel McQuiston, as-
the designing of educational tovs to l sistant secretary; Edith Wallace
replace those which formerly came | Pichon, auditor; Lillian Cole-Bethel,
to us from Germany to the opening | parliamentarian, and Elizabeth
up of the Mississippi waterways to| Murray Shepherd, historian. There

The officers of the organization, |

——

are no salaries paid to any officer | and it purposes to use women archi.
of the organization. tects and builders and landscape
Branches of the Woman’s Cham- | gardeners to work out its plans,

ber of Commerce are being opened The betterment of the condition
in all our cities, and in some cases| of women and children in industrig]
the members are already raising| plants will be another matter to
| funds to erect permanent bui]dingsrwhich it will give its earnest co
| of their own, Curiously enough, the | sideration. It already has a depu:‘
f South is particularly enterprising in | ment of patrols and a vigilam;;
| establishing these branches. I met| committee studying the question as
to how it may be of use in making

{a charming little Southern woman |

lin I\I.rs. Gould's office th.e other | the camping grounds of our national

morning, as pretty and dainty and | parRs safe for the women and chj]

feminine as she could be, who had | dren while their men have gone off
on long hunting and fishing excur.

come from Louisiana to consult
with Mrs. Gould about erecting a sions, for it appears there is a rea]
peril here.

Woman's Chamber of Commerce
building there.

“My husband is so interested,” .But among its_many' activities |
she remarked, and I suppose 1 'hink I am safe in saying that the
showed my surprise at this, for she Pet Project of the Woman's Cham.
added, “Oh, you wouldn't know the | ber of Commerce at the present time

Katherine Clemmons Gould

Founder and President-at-Large of

the ships of our merchant marine,  are eighteen vice-presidents, one for
and yet both of these are matters
of vital interest to the members of

the Woman's Chamber of Com-
merce,

To be eligible as a member of gressional Committee, with head-

this organization one must be in the

first place ‘100 per cent Ameri-
“A woman’s

can,'” says Mrs. Gould.

South in these days. Our men want
their women to be just as progres-
sive as you Northerners are. The
old prejudice against women know-
ing anything or doing anything out-
side of their own homes has quite
! disappeared. It's a new South, sho’
| 'nough.”

The Woman’s Chamber of Com-
merce ig wise in this respect: it does
| not profezs to “know it all.” It
| realizes that although it may have
| just as clever intellects among its
lmembers as there are among those
| of the men's organization it lacks
| the experience which is necessary
to take the initiative in any big
| movement, and it wisely accepts this
land applies itself to gaining by

| every means in its power the
[wisdom and experience which it
‘lacks. For this purpose it will

establish classes in the early fall
for the instruction of its members
who are anxious for more licht on
| any subject pertaining to their busf-
| ness or profession. It already sees
a great future in our trade with
South America, and there will con-
| sequently be classes to fit women to
earry on the various lines of busi-
| ness with our Southern neighbors.
the Woman's Chamber of Comimerce |  While the Woman's Chamber of
4 | Commerece is by no manner of means
an “uplift” society, it is naturally
interested i‘.l;l any sort of welfare
work which will help workingwomen
of all elasses, and so with its other
activities it carries a “zide line,” as
it were, of ideas for improving the
condition of women and children. It
is particularly interested just now
in the matter of adequate housing,

leac‘n section covering three states.
{ A typical woman of this group is
' Miss Kate Minor, a celebrated
| planter of Louisiana. The Con-
i quarters at Washington, D. C., has
for its chairman Miss Fannie Wil-
!kins'on, of New Orleans. There

| is the opening up of the Mississippi
I Valley and the building of ships for
| our merchant marine. They want
|to see our own ships (insured by
; our own ship insurance, by the by)
bring to us the goods direct from
foreign ports which are now sent
not only by foreign ships bul by
way of foreign countries, mainly
France and England, thus making
tremendous increase in the selling
price because of the duties of the
other countries, the extra freightage
| and all the needless overhead ex-
penses.

They want to see tourists coming
| here in our own ships from all over
| the world, bringing their motor cars

in which to tour our country, just
a4s we used to tour Europe in ours
before the war. There is no end to
the visions which these women have
of the America of the future—sane,
plausible visions, the visions of wom-
en of common sense and stick-to-it-
iveness, who are banded together
by the watchword, *“Each is
bound to all.”

WOMAN'S HOUR
By Permission
CARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN

Not for herseli! Though sweet the
air of freedom;

Not for herseli! Though dear the
new-born power;

But for the child who needs a
noble Mother,

"For the Whole People needing
One Anorther,

| Comes Woman to ker flour.

The Womans Hour Has'Not Y

et Struck Among the Bedouins

FOLLOWERS of fashion,

give heed! There is a people
this earth whose women folk have
not changed the style of their dress
for centuries!

still dwelling on the face of

0 cuffrazettos, pelr)

world whose
women folk ave constdered “less

s a people in ihi
than the dust,” whose hands per-
form the hard labovs of life and
vwho have never even dreamed of
robelline against their fate!

This people dwells

“Across the sands of Syrvia,

Or possibly Alweria,

Or some berighted neighbor-
r_rI'

heood dreaviness  and

dre 1.
niove exact, they arve the

There |

Bedouins of that portion of the
{Sahara which makes a barbaric
ft’ringe upon the edge of civilization
| in North Africa,

“Let the Women Do the
| Work” Is No Joke Here

. A romantic enough figure is the
| little “flower of the desert” in her
blue Tobe, with her pretty bare arms
 and beautiful face. She is probably
'not more than twelve years old, but
|the roses of the desert bhlossom
|early, and she is the favorite wife
of a Bedouin many years her senior.

i As long as she retains her youth- .
i ful charm she is passionately and |
!jealously regarded by her lord and
imaster. She is sheltered from the
eyes of other men, but not from toil

The Machinery of Ratifying |
The Suffrage Amendment 1

l'

5 EAUCH state Legislature
ratifies the woman suffrage
amendment  formal  papers

conveying the ratilicntion aetion dre
@ of the

ctate Department in Washineton,

put away in the archives

The process of puitine woman

suffrage formally into the Constitu- |

tion of the United States is simple,
so far as the mechanical side is
concerned. The matter of amend-
ing the Constitution lies strictly
with the Congress and the state
legislatures. The President has no
contact with the measure. 'The
Secretary of State or the acting
secretary will be the last agent t;:
handle the amendment before all the
women in this country are en-
franchised.

This is the way it is done:

Shortly after Congress passed the
suffrage resolution the State De-
partment ordered a form
made up to be gent to the Governors
of all the states. This letter trans-
mitted a eertified copy of the suf-
frage resolution, and requested that
the Governor bring it to the at-
tention of the Legislature. For the
suffrage amendment these letters
were sent out June 12,

On the inner sheet of the letter
Was a postscript. It reproduced

letter

Section 205 referred to in the
lotter;

“Whenever official notice i5 1e-
teived at the Department of State
that any amendment proposed by
the Constitution of the United
States has been adopted, according
to the provisions of the Constitu-
tion, the Secretary of State shall
forthwith cause the amendment to
| be published in the newspapers
authorized to promulgate the laws,
with his certificate, specifying the
states by which the same may have
been adopted and that the same has
bécome valid, to all intents and pur- |
poses, as a part of the Constitution |
of the United States.—Revised
Statutes, 1878.” |

Each ratification certificate as it|
18 received in Washington is placed |
in a large manila envelope and filed |
to await the arrival of certificates |
from the necessary number of other |
states. A letter of acknowledg- |

ment is then sent to the state. I

When the thirty-six certificates |
have been received the Secretary of |
State makes a public proclamation
of the women's right to vote. Then
|the ratification papers are mounted
(on the heavieast of white paper
| folders and placed alphabetically in
'a large square case especially made
for them. So incased they then
o to the wooden cabinet where are |

kept all the papers connected with |
| meal, of which they themselves are | to the days of the Bible. Simplicity

inot allowed to partake until the l is really the keynota of the one gar-

[the Constitution of the *United
| States,

e e

{cook the supper; the women who | nishings (which are few and far be-

and weariness. The Redouin woman |lords of creation have eaten their ment which the Bedouin woman
fwa-ars, complicated though its many
These Bedouin tribes of North| 0P8 and folds may appear to the
A single piece of
coarse woollen cloth, about twice as!
large as an ordinary counterpane, |
in the world. The | is wound around the body and fas-|
who maintained that woman was an , great wars and battles between the | tened with a primitive sort of
IEumpeans and the natives of Africa mf@t}_‘rpm 4 T dc\:’er‘ 8 Hanner

at it looks like a European skirt. |
The cloth is bound around the waist
el above, to |
in which the
lady carries provisions and other |

is:never sct upon a pedestal by her | fill,
lord, nor even allowed to walk bhe- |

side him on an equal footing, for' Africa ave perhaps as impervious to

| that would be contrary to the teach- | the influence of modern eivilization

ings and commands of I\'Iahr_!mct,:as any people

inferior ereature.

When the tall, sturdy Bedouin,| have taken place on the frontiers crf|
W pped his  white burnous -'their desert, But they have always
mounts his horse or his camel and | been able to retire into that sea of |
sets forth into the sandy wastes of | sand, whither unaccustomed feet
the desert, his little wife trudges be- | could not follow them, and to return
side him, barefoqt, through the sand. |later;on as strong as ever.
He may stoop to caress and pat his|the French took control
horse during the journey, hut would

ik

= |
Sinee |

of North |

inexperienced eye.

with a cord and loose:
form a sort of pocket,

necessities, Neck, arms and legs go
bare, but her heud, with its closely

| braided jet black hair, is decently:

covered with a striped silk handker-

| Africa these wild tribes have been, | chief of some gay, light color. |

The Bedowin and his
chattel wife never
dreamed of “lady eops.”?

never dream of offering an arm to | supposedly, under military discipline

his helpmate. All the *“helping” is | and guardianship, but they have |

her part of the bargain. | maintained their own tribal organi- ;
When night comes on and theizations and almost complete inde-i

company decides to camp, it is the|Pendence, so far as their actual |

women who pitch the tents of hluck.“ws are concerried. |

came¥s hair, which they have mudo;The Men Lead Even

{In Fashions

who unsaddle the horses and camels; | They follow the traditions of

the women who milk the sheep and Islam, and their dwellings, their fur-

with their own hands; the wonien

humbly serve the men their evening | tween) and their clothing date back

Courtesy of Centenary Commission, Methodist Episcopal Churcn

,coarse linen shirt,
reaching to the knees and a waist- | have had a taste
coat, sometimes embroideved in gay | western peoples,

colovs and decked with silver but-|home Lungry for something of the
tons, Over all this js thrown the sort in their own lund. To them
inevitable white burnous, while the |woman has taken on a new chairm,
head is covered with a small fez | a new dienily and worth. These
iand then wound in a white turban, | young men want women for their

of the life

Some wealthy Bedouinsg even wear companions, not for their slaves,

short stockings and light slippers of | and so they are secking educated
leather or felt, exchanped during a | modern wives.
journey for top boots of red or yel- These are few at
low leather. They move all the time

present, but

wide trousers the nfluence of Mahonmetanism and |
of |
They huve come

with a view Lo meeting this progres-
sive tendency half way the Metho-
dist Centenary is planning to estab
lish' in ceanection with its home
for mivls in Algiers a special depurt-
ment where girls of marriageable
age will bhe educated and given
a practical training in  various

hranches of domestic science, home

'nursing, personal  hygiene  and
fashions., There mu» be New Citi-
zens even in Algiers before lung.

and the women do the moving, [

When a girl is to be married her|
father sells her to a =uitor of his
own choosing. This generally hap-!
pens when she is from thirteen to
fifteen years of age. By the time|

The Italicn Jane Addams
On the Tasks of Feminism

L]

Countess Muarie Loschi of Rome

interviews Dr. Anitae Dobelli Zam-|
petti).

UT of town, in a small villa,

i she is twenty her beauty has faded;
‘her husband beats her, gives her
litile food, and compels her to act
“as servant to the new veung wife
he has bought. She has never even
heard of a woman having any other
kind of exiztence, and the one feel-
ing that dominates her is abject fear
of and utter dependence upon her
| ford and master.

among trees and flowers,

where babies can play and

live heaithily and happily, where

noise and smoke are almost un-

| known, there lives Dr. Anita Dobelj: |

| Her life is as ever changing and . E
| Zampetti, one of our greatest pacif-

| yet. as monotonous as the eternal, |
Ishifting sands of the desert, The|ists, a sort of Italian Jane Addams,
| Bedouning are generally shepherds,| at Berne.

! but those of the northern Sahara |
[cultivate small tracts of land. As| : i
[ the soil cannot be cultivated in ome  VELY thin, her hair is curly and al-
Ispﬁt for long, because of the dearth mest gray, her skin smooth, her
|0f water, the family and the tribe lock and smile very lively and
are continually moving from place  javap
toplace. Only ”,“Te peihb ellapse normal school of Rome and belongs
between the sowing and the ripen-

ing of the corn; harvests are over to the
in April or May, and then the party.
Bedouins move on to cultivate an-
other piece of virgin soil. The hard
labor of moving is dones by the
women,

Bedouins Back From \Yorld 1y and adds: “You know, women of
War Want Modern Wives | good heart and fine judgment al-

Just beyond the border of the  ways find certain points where they
Bedouins' domain, in that part

Mrs. Dobelli is not very tall nor

She teaches Italian in 4

most advanced Soecialist

She knows that I belong to the
opposition, but hearing that I go to
interview her for my American

readers she receives me most kind-

L1 &

of ' can meet,

. | My first question was about the

e @ribune
nstitute -

The New Citizen

Women's International Conference
at Berne,

“I hope that this Women's Inter-
national Conference for permanent
I peace will show the world the seri-

Trinkets, of course, are indispensa-
ble, and generally consist of silver
earrings, bracelets and rings. As a
rule the woman's adornment is com-
pleted by the tattooing of a little
gquare on each cheek and a cross
between the eyebrows,

The costume of the Bedouin man
fs more elaborate, consisting of a

| ous, useful activity of women in
North Africa which has long been ‘ every country,” said Dr. Zampetti. |

“‘m,i;‘r tfihe inﬁ‘:ence of kEuroplean “The Italian section of the Wom- |
ciyilization, a change is taking place | _, : o]
I Mh# Tivea ol Mot smbnanin o1t en's International Conference was |

i8 being brought about by the men, organized by Mrs. Genoni, in Milan, |
those young Arabs and Berbers who | In July, 1915, but she put in circu-
went to France to fight in the great | lation, before having the official
war. Their horizon has been broad- permit. petitions for peace to be
ened. They have been freed from | signed. So her houss was searched

»
¥

cand

the activity of the Sezione
Milanese was stopped.

“The Roman scction, called ‘Se-
zione Italiana del Comitato Inter-
nazienale Femminile per una Pace
(Piazza Campo Mar-
2

Permanente!
210 7T, Rome), was horn on March
1919
are preparing their own sections.”

The programme of this group in-
cludes:

(1) Egual
rights for men and women.

Turin, Neples and Bologna

civil and political
(2) Principles and means apt to
resolve all international conflicte in

a pacific way,

“The real tagk of feminism i3
the strong will to conguer the
means of avoiding future wars

Without the vote there is no chance
to get necessary reforms, therefore
the ‘Iniernazionale Femminile'
stands for the political vote, .
“Our main work is based on edu-
cational reforms. We want a free
school, free from the state, free
from all chains, helping the develop-
ment of the personality. We must
change the education system-—yes,
it must be a national one, but
brought toward a feeling of inter-
nationalism, and all teachers ought
to be interested ir this movement.
“We must wake up women and
recall them to their responsibility
toward all modern social problems.
We have just come out of a period
of violence, of horrible fight; we
have been taught and we have
thought that violence was a right
and a duty, that we could reach &n
ideal of justice only through vio-
lence. Now only women can make
people throw away their weapons,
only women can and must discuss
certain problems, and can teach that
we have to get justice without vio- |
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