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Problem of Returned |
Soldier Only Scratched

By Heywood Broun
The problem of the retarned soldier
presenta good
dramatic possibilities
surprising to find the second play of

A many

and so it

s

not

the new season, “The Five Million,”
Guy Bolton and Frank Mandel, desling
with thins
theme, we should

mubject. Dealing with the

add, incidentally.
They

sub

The authors are not innoviators
are content to find hackground,
plot, and a good deul of dislogue in
the returned acldier, but it can hardly
be said that his problems are vital to
the plot. Certainly, the

suspected hero war known before the
war as was the girl, whose loyalty was
tested by the absence
trothed. y
j As happens often i:: the~American

of her be-
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1o sttain at least o mensure of sue-
cexs;

The major portion  of  “The Five
Million” is old matevial. This (s not

pecessarily set down in disparagenieny.
As  amusing  an entertainnient s
“Turn  To  Ltho Right" was wholly
familinr and little invention went into
the making of the deservedly suconss
ful “Lightnin'"  Holton and
although presenting much f
in skilful

L

Mundel,
their
fashion, cun by

Lory 14
have displaved the
skill &3 Winchell
Snanh i the two sucecsses mentioned,
Wi have menns, of  knowing
whether Mr. Smith believes any harder
in his seenes of mother love and other
st devices of  sentiment  than
Dolton Mandel, but qc
l#usy lie is able to cover up mk-r-cr'r]t\
better

means said to

same  technical

o
Messrs and

theatre the one distinctly novel theme than these k) "U”m”_* have
which the authars have hit upon s done in “The Five ,\-Iil.ho::.l;._" With the
exeeption of the two brief scenes
treated 1;'..-:1ir-ntlall).' and farcically. Lpluyed by Percy Helton there was no
There 1% u whole play, of any moad portion of the play aimed to tug at |
you like, in the prohlem of the gol- 'the heartsirings which did not miss its
dier who returns Tfrom the war to find ”"frfi conspicuously. . ‘
his wife has fillpd his jub above his L]y rartly in tho faet
f ! | that the authors ealled upon soldier
cipahilities and intenda to go on with characters to do o good deal of the |
her work in spite of his return, Man sentimentolizing about the sorrowa of |
del and Bolton have used this for a ! the great adventure, and it is known 4o
humorotis secnr or so, hut theys nave g all thot this attitude wan ane never
nut been eontent to let theie plot rest ndopted by the snldiers, OF courne,
very heavily upon i, We pather think | more adroit patrons of the public pulse
thut they feured to plate too much | than Belton and Mandel Biave fallen
dependence upon the situstion  be- | into the same error. The "Pregident of
cause it was new. After n man las | the United States, for inslance, is fond
lenrned the tdck=s of the theatre he | of raferring to our men in France as

i ander n oconstpnt temptation to use | “erusnders,” bul we have yet to henr

old muterin]l hecuuge ho knows thas | any other momber of the A, E,

. adopt
when properly presented It eannot fuil | the name. If we may atcept

e spirit
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C that excellent ariy newspaper “The
Stars and Strinea™ a5 typical, it would
seem that the heroie attitude and the
sweeping gesture were the lust things
i the world whieh the Amervigan sol-
diers ever thought of adopling, There
Wiz, 10 be sure, & toueh of SWAFZEeYr
the Amervican uwrmy
the Just

1844
i the late months
as there in
naseently suceesslful military machine,
but, 1he did not swagger about
thetr ideals, but about their eflicieney.
11 s entirely possible that
when Ameriean soldiers coim-
pared the A, 1 F. most favorably with
the armies of the Allies us g fighting
macline, but we do not remember that
any American soldier ever boasted of
the superior purity of his motives ns
compnred with those of the Tommies
or the poilus. That was left entirely
tn the statesmen and, perhaps, {o play-
wrights, although thig particular
thread of sentiment
in "The Five Million"
remember,

of Wi, ig

evVery

nien

there were

so far as we can

There iz, however, ane dirvectly class-

conseious appeal made in the play ta

memhers of the A, E. F. whiel

| ik or may not be popular, but is ot

entirely  consistent with that public
welfare which every playwright should

[hnve in mind when he decides to desert

arl for tho snke of propaganda,
play drives

The
home with a good fleal of
nersistence the suggestion that if the
soldiers enly organize and stick to-
gether as n politieal unit they can be-
jeome the ruling class in this eountry.
Judging from the usual reaction one
receives from any soldier when he HUgE-
gesta to him the possible chance of
Pershing or Wood or uny military can-
didate, the army is not ]\I'l'parml to Ren
any direct rolationship belwcrn mili-
tary and governmental efficieney, “Look
what the soldiers did for Grant!” 0x-
claima one of the characters in “The
Five Milllan," and we deplored the ah-
sence of any character who might have

i3 not exploited | C

O rsrors Ziostar"

retortal:
did to the
Tha

“Yes, and look
United Statest”
of “The Five
rests chiefly upon its humor,
this is genuinely

what Grant

appeal Million™

Mueh of

amusing, we think,
even if it iz practieally all manufact-
ured ddinlogue.  Even the eonstant re-

course Lo formula does not throw it out
of eourt, for it is at any
oug and inventive dialogue.
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deton, fnhnn‘ Clark and company, De-
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Lol “ T AMERICAN  “Somewhere in
Pranee,” “Who's Who ™ Pearl Sindelar
and company in “A Pair of Jacks™;
Chyo wmd Chyo, ook and Vernon, in
or Susi Mme, Lee, “Summer
Girls and Tall Guys" Constance Tal- |
mudge, in “The Veiled Adventure,” and
D, W, Griftith's “True Heart Susie?
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