
ON THE TRAIL OF THE MOTION PICTURE
In Which the Rod

Is Not Spared
By Harriette Underhill

The real reason that we noticed Rod
La Rocque at first was because he

looked and acted like Charlie Ray, and
the reason he noticed us at first was

because we said so when we reviewed
his first Goldwyn picture.
Of course, that was not the first time

wé had seen Rod. We saw him years

ago in one of George Ado's fables which
Kssenay put on the screen; but al¬
though at that timo he was so young
he was not so beautiful, for he played
only character parts. As the adver¬
tisements say: "Five years ago he
was a tottering old man of sixty; now

he is a tal!, handsome youth of twenty-
two." And this is literally true.
One day recently Mr. La Rocque in¬

vited us to have tea with him at Rec¬
tor's. We chose Rector';; because it is
nice and quiet, and one can sit and talk
(sarcasm). We felt sure that Rod had
asked us because we had said that he
reminded us of Charlie Ray, and our

conjecture proved true.
"That was the real reason," he ad¬

mitted, "but now that I know you I im¬
mediately ask you again." In spito of
the fact that he is a real artist, Mr. La
Rocque is polite and well dressed and
all that sort of thing. In fact, he is so

Rod La Rocque

well dressed that when we saw him we

could only think of Solomon. There is
no reason why he shouldn't be, of
course, only we have become so used to
toeing art soing around in year before
l.st suits and last week's collars that
v, e were bewildered by so much mag-
ificence.
After that first George Ade picture

Rod had befii lost to us untiPsGoldwyn
discovered his possibilities as a lend-
iiig man for Mabel Normand. So we

.t.-ked him about the apparent lapse.
"I've not been away from pictures at

all since I left the Garrick Players, a

Chicago stock company, to join Es-
senay," he said. "But it's no wonder
you didn't recognize me. Soon after
my first picture I was taken from lead-
ing roles and assigned to character
parts, such as I had played on the stage,
i'd like to show you some of my stills
with white hair and whiskers".Rod
didn't tell us his exact age, but he did
say that a wisdom tooth was troubling
im, and that may bo significant. How-
ver, three years ago he came to New
Vork and Paramount. Paramount, he
iells us, was just to serve as further
training to help fit him for the perfec¬
tion in his work that he is trying to

approach.
"Í plan to shift from one company to

another alter each picture, so as to get
;he benefits of the long experience of
the many players .'.r.d directors with
whom I work. Perhaps some day I'll
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but I think that day is a long way off."
His recent work bears this deter-

mination. In Screencraft's production
of Richard Harding Davis's "The
Trap," Rod was Doc Sloan, the villain,
be content to settle down and stay put,
World's "Love and Woman" shows him
to good advantage in a bad picture, in
which he plays the lead. And when
Mollie King is seen on the screen again
in "Greater Than Love," we expect to
be more than mildly sympathetic to
the deserving young lover who loses [
out.
H. B. Warner is Rod's faorite actor.

"Hia work has an inexplicable depth
to it.the force of his rage and the
finer shades of his gentler emotions are

unusually rare on the stage or screen.

He doesn't make faces or throw fits, and
yet his hands, and, in fact, his whole
body, are most gracefully one in show-
ing his feelings."

No, Rod isn't married and he says
he never shall be. He is afraid of
the divorce courts, which sounds like
a mighty poor excuse to us.

"No man" we said sternly, "has a

right to shirk his duties just because
he is afraid he will find them un¬

pleasant."
Still he doesn't have much time for

such things because he rides every
day no matter how early nor how late,
and he swims and rows "and also I
play cowboy pool," said Rod.

"Did you invent it?" we asked
sweetly, "because we never heard of
it."
But it isn't half so exciting as it

sounds. It is only a cross between
pool and billiards.
By this time it was raining as it

never had rained before, and although
we live ony three blocks from Rec-
tor's, as the crow flies, Rod ordered for
us the best looking taxi, all lined
with white like a movie star's town
car.

"Is there anything else you want us

to say?" we asked as a parting shot,
out of the window.
"Oh, yes!" he called back. "Tell

them how to spell L-a R-o-c-q-u-e.
-:..-.

Neiv Films This Week

At the R%lto Tom Moore will be seen

this week in his latest Goldwyn picture,
"The City of Comrades," a screen ver-

sion of Basil King's novel. Mr. Moore
has the assistance of Seena Owen,
Otto Hoffman, Alec B. Francis and
Kate Lester. Harry Beaumont is the
director.
The comedy will be Harold Lloyd's

latest one, and there will be a Bruce
Scenic, "the Land of Silence," in addi¬
tion to the Rivoli Magazine, which will
include the "Sayings of Toplitzky."
The R"ialto Orchestra, conducted by

Hugo Riesenfeld and Nat W. Finston,
will play selections from Massenet's
"Manon." The "Trio" from Gounod's
"Faust" will be sung by Martin Brei'el,
Emanuel List and Edoardo Albano;
Gladys Rice will sing Tate's "Some-
where a Voice Is Calling," and Mr.
Nippe will play a cornet solo, entitled
»'Suwanee River," by Stephen Foster,

"Rill Apperson's Boy," in which Jack
Pickford will be seen at the Strand
Theatre, is a story showing a keen in-'
sight in the ways of the Blue Ridge
mountaineer. It is based on the story.
"That Woman." by Hapsburg Liebe.

Gloria Hope plays the rôle opposite
Mr. Pickford. Others in the cast are

Rüssel Simpson and George Nichols.
The scenario was prepared and the pict¬
ure directed by James Kirkwood.
"They Grow Everywhere" is the title

of the latest Outing-Chester Scenic,
showing a variety of Japanese children.
Other pictures on the programme are
the first of a series of "The Hall Boys"
comedies, featuring Fiannagan and Ed-
wards, entitled "How They Do It on

Eight Per Week"; the Strand Topical
Review, edited by Manager Plunkett,
and "Topics of the Day." Bruce Wey-
man, the barytone, will be heard ren-

defing "Rolling Down to Rio" and "Two
Gray Eyes." Ethel Newton will sing
I"The Land of Long Ago" and "That
Tumble Down Shack in Athone." Ralph
H. Brigham and Herbert Sisson will al-
ternately render a solo on the pipe
organ. The Symphony Orchestra will
play the "Pique Dame" overture.

in "A Sporting Chance," the new Par-
amount picture, in which Ethel Clayton
will make her appearance at the Rivoli
this week, the question of whether a
girl should obey every impulse which
takes root in her mind is dealt with in
an interesting way.
"A Sporting Chance" is based on a

story written by Roger Hartman, called
"Impulses." George Mclford directed
it, and in the company supporting Miss
Clayton are Jack Holt, Herbert Stand-
inK. Margaret Green and Howard
Davic3.
Of next importance to the feature

picture at the Rivoli will be the mu-
sical programme prepared by Hugo
Riesenfeld. By way of overture the
orchestra, under the direction of Erno
Kap'-c and Joseph Lit tau, will play four
numbers from Tschaikowsky's "Nut
Cracker*' ballet suite. These numbers
will be the "Dance of the Fairy of the
Sweetmeats," the "Arab Dance,-' the
"ChinoHe Dance," and the "Waltz of the
Flowers." Each number will be prc-
sentcd in a setting especially designed
by John Wenger. Helen DeWitt Jucobs
will piny Dvorak's "Indian Lament," ar-'
ranged for the violin by Fritz Kreisler,
and Julian Henry will sing "Sunshine
of Your Smile." The organ solo, playe'd
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by Professor Firmin Swinnen, will be
Fetis's Finale in E flat.
The other film features will be Mrs.

Sidney Drew in her latest comedy,
"Bunkered," a "Judge Rumhauser" car-
toon, and the Rivoli Pictorial.

"The Fall of Babylon," an expansion
and amplification of the brilliant Baby-
Ionian feature in D. W. Griffith's pro¬
duction of "Intolerance," will be the
second offering in the Griffith reper-
tory season at the George. M. Cohan
Theatre, opening Monday evening,
July 21.

"Broken Blossoms," the current of¬
fering, will be withdrawn from the
Cohan Theatre on Sunday evening, July
_0, concluding an uninterrupted run of
138 performances.

A Universal educational picture j
called "Hope of the Hills" will open
at the Savoy Theatre on Tuesday. Its
actors never before saw a motion pic-
ture camera until the scenes for the
picture were taken. Many of them had
never heard of one. "Hope of the Hills"
is a sidelight upon the life of a peo¬
ple who are as far removed from the
modern intricacies of civilization as
are the hintermost tribes of Zululand.
These are the peoples of the mountain
regions of Kentucky, particularly those
within a radius of a few miles of Pip-
papass. It is here in the shadow of
the most beautiful valleys in that
Southern state that the Caney Creek
Community Centre was founded by
a Boston woman whose heart and mind
had been touched by the living condi¬
tion r, rlic found.

So, after many weeks of planning,
motion pictures Were turned to in the
endeavor to place the story of these
mountain people before the American
people in a manner which is next to
the heart of that people.

"Yankee Doodle in Berlin," the Mack
Sennett picture, which features Both-
well Browne, enters upon its third ca¬

pacity week at Moss's Broadway. This
is the first appearance, in person, of
a group of Mack Sennett's famous
Bathing Beauties. Another feature of
this entertainment is the personal ap-
pearanco of Bothwell Brown« in a spec¬
ially arranged Oriental dancing fan-
lasy.

The programmes for the week of
July 14 at Loew's New York Theatro
and Roof will include the following
features: Monday, Hedda Nova and
Thurston Hull in "The Spitfire of
Seville"; Tuesday, D. W. Griffith's
"True Heurt Susie," with Lillian Gish,
Robert Hurron and Clarine Seymour;
Wednesday, Tom Mix in "The Wilder-
nesa Trail"; Thursday, Louis Stone in
"Man's Desire"; Friday, Mury Miles
Mintcr in "Yvonne of Paris," und Bes-
sie Love in "Cupid Forecloses"; Satur¬
day, Montagu Lovo in "The Broadway
Saint," and Sunday, Viola Dana in "The
Microbe."

More Anent 'Broken Blossoms'
Every one seems roused to the point

of expressing his or her feelings in re¬

gard to "Broken Blossoms." The fol¬
lowing letters are two of many re¬

ceived by the Editor of The Tribune:
Dear Sir: There seems to be consid¬

erable local controversy and dogmatic
criticism over the production, "Broken
Blossoms." But the protest by "M. K.,"
who speaks from the standpoint of a

missionary, is, as the late Artcmus
Ward would have said, "too much."
Any one at all aware of the leanings
of D. W. Griffith would hesitate' long
before charging him with any conscious
or unconscious slur on any religion or
any body of religious workers. I hap-
pen to know that Mr. Griffith is a Meth¬
odist and so ardent a supporter of this
church that even now he has at Colum-
bus, Ohio, where the Methodists are
holding their centenary celebration,
men taking motion pictures of their]
notable production of Handel's "Mes-
siah," in order that by exhibiting these
the Methodists may be aided in raising
the $115,000,000 which they deem nec¬
essary to carry on their work. This
Mr. Griffith is doing: without the slight¬
est cost to the Methodists and with no
singlo thought of profit to himself.
As to what "M. K." says about mis¬

sionaries in the Far East, any one who
has read Putnam Weale's books on
China.and he is the modern authority
.knows that the only mission work in
China that has been of avail has been
that of the Roman Catholics, who were
the first in the field, and who, instead
of merely preaching to the Chinese,
helped them to help themselves, as the
work of St. Francis Xavier in Macao
will testify. There is no "slur" at re¬
ligion in "Broken Blossoms." When a

clergyman tells the Chinese poet, who
is overwhelmed with the cruelty he
sees in London, that his brother is go¬
ing to do missionary work in China, the
Chinaman says, simply, "I wish him
luck." So do wo all wish the mis¬
sionaries luck. Surely to wish a man
good luck is not to cast a slur upon his
mission in life. Most sincerely yours,

ALMAH LAWSON.

Dear Sir: There has been much talk
and more writing on the subject of the
brutality shown in a motion picture
called "Broken Blossoms." Why should
people be afraid of brutality? The very
law of contrasts governs the influence
of scenes and violence. As Kobert Louis
(Stevenson says: "it probably is more
instructivo ,to entertain a sneaking
kindness for any unpopular person than
to give way to perfect raptures of

i moral indignation against abstract
¡ vices."

It is by seeing scenes of brutality
and brute meanness that we are con-
»trained to show more kindness toward
our fellow men. Were there no ugly
things in the world, we would have
little real appreciation of the beautiful.
No one can Bee "Broken Blossoms".

and I have seen it three times.-without
¡caving the theatre with a heart filled
with kindness for all such unfortunates
as "Li'l Lucy." LENNA DUER.

-.-r-

Vni versal Releases for
The Fall Programme

Twelvo new pictures are to be re¬

leased by Universal in its fall pro¬
gramme. The series will be known
as the Special Attraction Series, a

brand name long famous among Uni-
versal products.
On August 11 the first of the big

dozen series will be released. It is
the famous Joseph Medill Patterson
story, "A Little Brother of the Rich."
Frank Mayo, J. Barney Sherry and
Kathryn Adams are starred.
Harry Carey, Universal's Western

actor, who has won his way into the
hearts of photoplaygoors through
his excellent portrayals of Western
types and characters, is the star of
the second of the series. "The Ace
¿of the Saddle." The story was writ-
ten by Frederick J. Jackson.
The third picture is said to be a

surprise to all concerned. Universal
has secured Olive Tell to lead in the
picture "The Brat," which was writ¬
ten by the noted authors Richard
Harding Davis and Jules Goodman.
"The Woman Under Cover," starring

Fritzi Brunette, is the fourth of the
scries.
Monroe Salisbury will be the star

of the fifth of the series. The story
of "Sundown Trail" was written by
J. G. Hawks. Alice Elior, who has been
cast as Salisbury's leading woman in
many other Universal productions, wrill
again be seen opposite him.
"The Brute Breaker," a story of the

Northwest country, will be the sixth
production. Frank Mayo and Kathryn
Adams will be starred in this feature.
"Common Property" is the title of

the seventh of the scries of twelve.
This is a story by Elliott Clawson.
Robert Anderson, well known to screen
patrons, will be the star of "Common
Property." Colleen Moore will be the
leading woman.

"Loot," a "Saturday Evening Post"
story, written by Arthur Somers
Roche, will be one of the series. An¬
other one of the Mary MacLaren pro-
auctions which will be included in
this series is the screen version of
"Auld Jeremiah," taken from the novcl-
ette written by Henry C. Rowland.
Dave Butler will be the leading man
for Miss MacLaren.
The second Harry Carey production

will be produced under the title of
"Jim of the Ranges." R. B. Lancaster
is the author of the story. Gloria
Hope will have the leading feminine
rôle.

Hetty BIythe Engaged
Betty Blythc, the niece of Samuel G.

Blythc, who has been featured in a
number of Vitagraph productions with
Harry Morey, has signed a contract
with Samuel Goldwyn whereby she be-
comes one %of the stars appearing in
Eminent Authors Productions. Miss
BIythe will leave shortly for California
to commence work ir. « spectacular Rex

j ii-Mch production.

Old Family Theatre,
New Atlantic Garden

From the standpoint of tradition and
historical association, the most famous
motion picture theatre in the United
States was opened on Saturday with a

presentation of the Nazimova produc-
tion, "The Red Lantern," supplemented
by Charlie Chaplin in "Sunnyside."
The theatre is the New Atlantic Gar-
den, at 50 Bowery, near Canal Street,
around which the theatrical life of New
York centred for several generations,
Nazimova from the shadow screen

had tho honor of reconsecrating a spot
made artistically holy through the ap-
pearance of Edwin Booth, Charlotte j
Cushman, Lawrence Barrett and all the
great stars of other dayrs.

"The Gay Old Dog"
In the Films

Hobart Henley announces that he
will have the first of the series of In¬
dependent productions to be released
by Frank G. Hall in about a week.
Mr. Henley is producing the screen

version of Edna Ferber's popular
story, "The Gay Old Dog," adapted
by Mrs. Sidney Drew. John Cumber¬
land, who is now playing the' leading
male rôle in "Up In Mabel's Room,"
has the leading part in the Henley
production. Others in the cast are
Corinne Barker, Inez Marcel, Emily
Lorraine and Gertrude Robinson.

Ma). Hughes en Route for West
Eminent Authors Pictures is really

doing what it said it was to do.allow¬
ing the author to cooperate in every¬
thing connected with the filming of his
play.
The fact that Major Rupert Hughes

is on his way to the Goldwyn studios
in California proves this.
"The Cup of Fury" is the first pic¬

ture to be made by the new organiza¬
tion, sponsored by Rex Beach and Sam¬
uel Goldwyn. For a month past Major
Hughes, with the assistance of Eve Un-
sell, has been working on the contin¬
uity. Moro material than could be
crowded into seven reels is available
and so to rearrange the scenes the
author is going west to consult with
the scenario staff and directors.

ISeic Film Company Formed
Theodore C. Deitrich announces the j

formation of a new producing company,
especially organized to picturize the
famous novels of Louis Joseph Vance,
with Doris Kenyon in the stellar
rôles.
The new company, which has just

been incorporated at Albany, is known
as Deitrich-Bcck, Inc. Associated with
Mr. Deitrich will be Arthur F. Beck.
The new concern has contracted to

make from four to six productions
a year from the stories of Louis Jo¬
seph Vance. The first of Mr. Vance's
stories to be produced in the series
will be his most famous book, "The
Bandbox," which originally appeared in
"Munsey's Magazine."

When Star Meets Star
Elsie Ferguson, the Artcraft star,

was interviewed by Mme. Olga Petrova
the other day at the Fifty-sixth Street
Famous Players-Laaky Studio. Mme.
Petrova Í3 writing a series of stories
for a New York publication, and Miss
Ferguson was one of the stars she
chose to consult on the subject of
motion pictures.

Shadows on the Screen

Douglas Fairbanks's first release
through United Artists' Corporation is
rapidiy nearing completion.
Marjory Daw is playing the leading

femaie rule. This is the sixth picture
in which Miss Daw has played opposite
Fairbanks.
Frank Campeau, who has been asso¬

ciated with Fairbanks for over a year,
plays the heavy rôle.
Sam Sothern, a famous London and

New York actor, and brother of E. H.
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Sothern, makes his first screen appear¬
ance in the new production.

Albert McQuarrie will also be one of
the main supports in the new produc¬
tion, and, in addition to his work in
the picture, he is serving as an assist¬
ant to Director Joe Henaberry.
The camera work of the new produc¬

tion will be under the supervision of
First Lieutenant Victor Fleming.

Billy Shay, who recently returned
from France with military honor deco¬
rations, is already at work with Mr.
Fairbanks and Director Henaberry, in
the assembling of the completed por¬
tion of the production.

Lucy Cotton has been engaged to ap-
pear in "The Miracle of Love," which
Robert Z. Leonard will begin filming at
Biograph this week. It is understood
that Conway Tearle will play opposite !
Miss Cotton.

World Pictures began the production
of "Forest Rivals," a five-reel feature
starring Dorothy Green and Arthur
Ashley. The scenes of this play are
laid in the Canadian Northwest.

Gladden James, prominent, for his
pronounced success in "The Third De-
gree," has been engaged to play the
lead in a new independent production
under the direction of John Adolphi,
and they are now working at Fort
Lee, N. J.

So great has been the comment upon
the remarkable creations of diaphanous
bathing suits and beach costumes worn

by the Mack Sennett Bathing Beauties
j now appearing in person at Moss's
Broadway with "Yankee Doodle in Ber-
lin" that patrons have asked where
such fashion fantasies can be pur-I

chased in New York. B. S. Mous, by
arrangement with Sol Lesser and F.
Asher, has decided to give to all pa¬
trons patterns of the varied stylos of
beach plumage shown in the poses of
the beauties.

Billie Rhodes, Louis Chaudet, di¬
rector, and company have returned
from New York, where they have been
engaged in filming Miss Rhodes's latest
feature de luxe, "The Blue Bonnet."

Mary Marsh Arms, who has her full
title now because she is so small, but
who will undoubtedly be abbreviated to
"Mae" when she gets larger, has sent
out her first "at home" cards. She is
living at present with her mother and
father at Forest Hills, Long Island.

Motion picture entertainments foi
churches, schools, community centrei
and other institutions will be provide.!,
produced and distributed direct by the
American Educational Motion Picture
Association, recently organized, with
offices, studios and laboratories at 69
and 71 West Ninetieth Street. New
York.

Elsie Janis, who will soon bogis
work on her first Selznick production-
is so enthusiastic about her entrañe«
in the films that, under the direction
of General Manager Harry Rapf, she
worked all night last Wednesday, try.
ing out various light effects and other
details in preparation for the produc¬
tion.

"Tiger's Cub," an Alaskan melo¬
drama by George Potter, has been se-
lected as the vehicle in which Pearl

| W'hite will make her début as a Fox
star.

Grace Field Obliges
With a Few Words

"And please do not spell my name

'Fields,'" said Grace plaintively. "I'm
just singular and have no ambition to
be plural."
And then for the first time we real¬

ized that "Field" is almost like
"Fields." Somehow, it has such a dif¬
ferent sound that we never thought of
it in that way. Having known Miss
Field for years, ever since she began to
hostess at Claridge's, in fact, as soon
as we saw her on the screen in Elsie
Ferguson's recent picture, "The Ava-
lanche," we rushed over to Montmartre
and demanded a regular interview.

"I fancy you know everything there
is to know about me, and if there is
anything that you don't know.well, I
shan't tell it to you, anyway."
"But tell us how you happened to

dunco and how you happened to go on
the stage, and how you happened to
hostess, and how you happened to go
¡r the movies, and how you happened to
do anything else that you tan think of.
Just 150 words will do."
"Well, I danced because I loved to,

and while I was still a sub-deb out in
California father lost his money and I
was imbued with a grand passion for
earning my own living. So I let some
of the boys who had been my partners
become my pupils. They surely needed
the lessons badly enough! And then
the first thing I knew I had an offer to
go on the stage. Yes, it started in the

chorus, but I stayed there just two per«
formances. The ingenue whom I under¬
studied became ill, and after that thcr«
were no more ensembles for me. Never
again did I have to 'exit smilingly"
with others.
"And then I came east to Chicago

and then I came east to Detroit. How
many word» is that?"
"Not more than fifty," we answered

"Go on."
"Well, I did. I went on to New

York and I played in musical comedy
for awhile, and then I began to do
exhibition dancing. I believe I wm
really the first hostess in New York.
I was up at Riesenweber's and then I
went to Claridge's and last season I
was in "The Kiss Burglar." How
many words is that?"

"Only a hundred. Tell us about
your motion pictures?"

"Well, at the beginning of the sea¬
son I came here to Montmartre and
although George Fitzmaurice ir-
sisted upon my making pictures I
couldn't find the time. Finally, when
'The Avalanche' came along I prom¬
ised to take a part in it and I did, even
if I did have to get up at 7 o'clock in
the morning. And I enjoyed every bit
of it. To be in a picture with Elsie
Ferguson is a constant delight. And
after a two weeks' vacation I'm going
to make three more pictures."

"Tell us about them," we demanded.
"That is more than 150 words, and

'somewhere a voice is calling.' " H. U.
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