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Germany Confesses in a Secret Record
Her Turkish Partner’s C

Y 3

rimes in Armenia

The truth ahout the partinl ext

the German-Armenian Societly.
seript in Potsdam in 1016, was, u
to reach the gencral public.
German newspapers were enjoined
Tugks in connection with the whole

mented here by an investigator wh

ures carried out with ruthless effici

relotion of tha imperial Germaon

lowing ia the first.

told for the first time by e German—this is the import of the book
#*Boricht iber dic Lage des Armenischen Volkes in der Tirkei,
exhaustive report of investigabions conducted on the spot by Dr.
Johannes Lepsius, chairman of the German Orient Mission and of
This wvolume, printed as a manu-

It was circulated confidentially and the

All the charges brought against the government of the Young
pillage of the unfortunate Armenians arve corroborated and supple-
his nationality and quasi official standing.
book as items in a colossal campaign of the Young Turkish gang _of
Enver and Talaat for the extermination of the wmost progressive
Christian people of Western Asia; and the quthor's silence on the
Turkish ally is an eloguent condemnation of the former,

The contents of the book, tn copious extracts, will be repréduced
heve for the firat time in a series of three articles, of which the fol-

ermination of the Armenian nation

" an
p to the revolution, not permitted
from referring to it.

sale deporiation, murder, rape and
ose impartiality is vouched for by

The anti-dpmenian mens-
ency in 1915 were vevealed in this

goverawment to the crimes of ils

. o
A hidden book printed at Potsdam
wherein is put down the ghastly
details of the wanton Turkish at.
tempt to destroy a whole people

=iy

By Eugene

HE MOST «<olossal crime in
the history of the world.”

Thus somebody has char-
acterized the extermination
by the Turkish government of more
than 1,000,000 of its own Armenian sub-
jeets, or over two-thirds of this peace-
ful snd industrious people of Asia
Minern. Opinion in civillzed countries
concurs In the verdict, even though not
forgetting Belglum. And opinion in
civillzed countries does not forget
cither about the share of the Imperial
German government in this murder of
a nation; it does not forget that the
crims was perpetrated with the con-
nivanee, 1# not active encouragement, of
the Prussian standard bearers of
Kultur,

So far the evidence in the case has
rested malnly on the reports of Ameri-
can consular officials and missionaries
and on the narrativea of Armenian
refugees who succeaded in escaping Into
Allied territory. All this material has
heen incorporated in a report compiled
by a British committee, headed by
Viseount Bryce. Needless to say, the
Turkish government has, up to the sur-
render last fall at least, alwaya studi-
ously protested agalnat the greater por-
{ion of the charges, and inazmuch as it
was forced to admit them in part it en-
ioavored to throw the blame on the
Armenian people themselves, who, the
urkish government =said, had en-
uineered & tremendous conspiracy
voninst the safety of the Turkish Em-
pire. The measures enacted against
them were & pure matter of self-
lefence, the world was asked to be-
ileve,

And the “Christian” government of
imperial Germany, the ally of Turkey,
vither observed silence on the matter
sr supported the self-vindication of
{'onstantinople. German public opin-
ion wes never sllowed to learn even a
Cragment of the truth of the matter.
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The German Indictment

Nevertheless, it was rezerved for a
German to present the supreme indict-
ment against Turkey and, implicitly,
against the German government itaelf.
This indictment is contained in a
volume entitled “Beriht {iber die Lage
des Armenishen Volkes in der Tarkel”
{Report on the Condition of the Ar-
menian People in Turkey), by Dr
Johannes Lepsius, chairman of the Ger-
man Orient Mission and of the Ger-
man-¥rmenian Society. The volume
was peblished in Potsdam in 1818 by
the Tempelverlag, and printed at the
office of the “Reichzbote,” in Berlin.

But this book —one of the most
amazing documents produced by the
world war—was not meant for the en-
lightenment, of tha German public.
Acrosa its cover runs the warning:

“Printed as manuscript. Strietly con-
fidential.” -

The warning ia repeated on the titls
page, and the llne is added:

“Reproduction and use in the press
prohibited.”

The weport itself is a model of that |

S. Bagger

thorough scientific presentation which

wae once the pride of German acholar-
ship. Its assertions are alwayas care-
fully and exhaustively documented. It
covers the ground completely. Ita tone
ia eool and detached throughout, ex-
cept in the lsst chapter, whera the
author exposes and denounces with a
violent sarcasm the lies clrculated in
the German press. It completes {ta
case ag few cases have ever been com-
pleted before that “world tribunal”
which {s, in Schiller's words, world
history.

The findings of this investigation, as
set forth by Dr. Lepalus in his con-
fidential report, can be summed up 28
followa:

1 That the accounts forwarded by
® American witnesses, conatituting
the main bulk of evidence, are mub-
stantially correc¢t, and that they un-
deratate rather than overstate the

case.

2 That the charge, based on this

* evidence, that over 1,200,000
Armenians were deported into the
desert and that hundreds of thou-
sands of this number wern slaugh-
tered, left to perish by disease, or
gtarved to desth, corresponds to the
facts.

3 That the most appalling methods

* of wholessle massacre, torture,
plunder and rape were practised, not
aa individual erimes of local officials
and commanders, but as promulgated
from Constantinople in the orderas
of the Young Turk government,

That the Armenian people must

* be acquitted of every charge of
disloyalty against the Turkish Em-
pire. That the attack on them was
launhed without the slightest prov-
ocation on their part. That the
Young Turks' accusation about plans
of an Armenian rebellion, fostered by
England and Russia, was completely
unfounded.

That the persecutions were car-

* ried out by way of realization of
the Young Turks' plan to exterminate
the Armenian Christians and sup-
plant them with a Moslem population
—that, in fact, the war of extermina-
tion was waged as a phase of the
pan-Islamistie “revival.”

6 Most important, perhaps, of all:

* Dr. Lepsius's report contains tha
implicit admission of the German
government's share of responsibility.
It is unthinkable, in face of the
thoroughness of Dr. Lepaius’s man-
ner, his sympathetic attitude to the
Armenians, and the bearing of the
tssue involved, that the report should
not have included the efforts of the
German government to aave the Ar-
menian people from its terrible fate,
had there been such efforts.

All Dr. Lepsius has tg say on the
subject is as follows: “It was impos-
pible for America to know that Ger-
many (not the German governmentl)
has rapeatedly entered emphatic pro-
test against the proceedings of the

#
“

NeokemasarVarlersion, an eighteen-year-old mother, whose hus-
band was killed before she was stabbed four times.

prettiest girls in his house, “for his and
| his friends’ use."”
|  The story of what happened in the
village of Minn, in the vilayet of Er-
zorum, is only ona of the many. On
March 14 B detachment of gendarmes
arrived, headed by a lieutenant, Sulei-
man Effendi. They firat imposed a fine
of 100 Turkish pounds without giving
reasons or showing authority. A few
firearms owned by the villagers were
then confiscated, the owners heing
jailed. *“But the lieutenant now in-
| sisted on finding hombs, and began
to beart men, women and children,
As no bombs were found, the lieuten-
ant ordered the priest to ba subjected
to bastinado. The punishment was re-
peated fiva times.
through with the priest the lieutenant
locked him up in his room and vio-
lated his wife., The gendarmes then
started to shoot up the populace, just
for fun. When they had enough they
armed the priest and a few peasants to
the teeth, so that they looked like brig-
ands, and led the gang, thus artiticially
armed, into the Mahometan quarters of
Kemach, the district seat, in order to
inflame the populace against the Ar-
menians. Then men were then jailed
and finally sent to Erzerum."”

Armenian priests, many of them of
high rank, who interceded for theirun-
fortunate flocke with the authorities,
were brutally treated and fn some craes
jailed and tortured. The atrocities
arpused the resentment of even the
Moslem population. In May the Turk-
ish inhabitants of Erzerum, on leamn-
ing that the deportation of all Arméni-
ans had been ordered, sent a petition to

Forty Armenian Christians slaughtered by the Turks last February after the signing of the armistice, in @ remote section o f Asia

Minor. From a photograph recently received in this country.

Constantinople asking the government
that the measure be cancelled in the
vilayet of Erzerum. They said they
were afraid that in case of a Russian
occupation of their territory they

Turkish government. It has achleved
thereby just as little as has America
with her protests, The reason for
this ill success cannot be expounded
here.” Of course not.

Such a defence amounts almost to an
accusation, if we consider that the
German government had very effectiva
means at its disposal to back up “em-
phatic protests” ut Constantinople,
means outside of the reach of any
other power. Also, through hix indiet-
ment of German press methods, Dr.
Lepsius makes sufficiently clear what

he thinks of the gquestion of co-re-
sponsibility.
On the other hand, the report is

very specific in regard to instances—
none too numerous—where individual
German residents have aided or miti-
gated the sufferinca of Armenian vie-
tims. Charges of complicity in tha
persecutions brought against individ-
ual Germans are also expressly and
specifically repudiated. In view of the
overwhelming impressien of truthful-
ness and sincerity one gains of Dr.
Lepsius’s .mothods  and
there i3 no reason why his statements
in such cases ghounld not
credence,

be

ficials and missionaries, whose reports
he quotes in extenso and with full
|indorsement. His approval of the
{Ih‘itish committee of inquiry, whouse
iimpurtiality and trustworthiness he em-
| phasizes, is equaily
{speaks in his favor

remarkable and

l The report itzelf is divided into three
|

| parts. The first bearn as caption *The
| Facts.” The sccond is entitled “The
| Responsibility,” The third sestior

deals with the economic and relicious

| effects of the persecntions, presentis |

| statistical data and contains a sweep-
ling denunciation of the Gor

|h01h because of

i omissions,

{

| The Deportations

| “The deportation of the Armenian
{ population was carried out in three
different areas, and in thres subse
quent periods,’” Dr. Lepsius beging hig
story. The three areas correspond to

AN PSS,
and

its commissions

! : |
lthe three main groups in which the

| Armenian population of Asiatic Turkey

| ig distributed, to wit:

i 1. Cilicla and Northern Syria, cum-
prising the vilayets of Adana

Aleppo, .the districts

Sucidiye, Kezsab, Alexandrette, Killis,

| Ainta_le and Urfa,

; 2. The seven vilavels of Eastérn Aaa
itc!iu: Trapezunt, Ezerum, Siwas, Khar.
put, Diarbekr, Van, Bitlis,

3. In Western Anatolin: The district
lof Izmid and the vilayets of Brousa,
| Kastamuni, Angora and Konis, In
these territories the Armenian popula-

total.

In Ciliela the deportationa started
in the end of March, 1915, and con-
tlnued through April and May., In
Northern Syria and Mesopotamia they
wera golng on till October. In the
second srea the persecution began in
the end of May. In the third acea it
began in August and continued through
September.

The deportationa in Cillein (vilayet
of Adana and Marash, digtrict of the

fulth, was for a long time a'thorn in
the side of the Turkish wsuthoritios,
/o romembered the hercic resist-
anece offered by the population in the
Jllam!d!nn mussacred in 18056-'06,

According to Dr. Lepsius, from the
|\.'ery boginning of the European war
the Turkish authorities were oncerly
awaiting the eopportunity to “settle ac-
counts™ with the mountnincers. At the
time of the general mohilization in
Auguat, 1914, all n}:le-bodied Jnnle

o

perzonality
given |

Dr. Lepsius, also, iz unstinting in |
his praise of the work of American of- |

and |
of Antioshia, |

tion forms 10 to 40 per cent of thew

\vilayet of Aleppo) began with the!
events in  Zeitun, in the Tawrus
Mountains. This prosperous city of

35,000 Armenlans, mostly of Gregorian |

residents of Zeltun were inducted into
service without difflculty. :

In October, 1914, the Mayor of the
city, Nazaret Tchaush® by name, went
to Marash, the scat of the district

governor, to arrange some official mat- |

ters. Notwithstanding his safe con-

Idm:t, he was put into jail and tortured
(to  death. Afterward Turkish gen-
| darmea came to the city and committed
(all  sorts of  atrocitles, plundaored
!huuses, beat up innocent men and vio-
Ilated women. In spite of theses oceur-
‘rences the inhabitantas retained full
| composure, .

| In December, 1914, the government
ordercd surrender of sll woapons in
| the possession of Armenians,
|rt-tnin aring, The surrender was made
| without an incident. In March a large
military foree arrived, and on next day
the deportation began. 1t lasted for
|su\.’cm! weeks, an:d in the end there was
I net one Armonian family left in the
eity. The deported were ordered to
leave all their belongings behind, and
| when in July about 25000 Turkish
csettlers arrived thewy took possession
not only of the houses but also of
livestock, fixtures and other propaity.

The name of the city was changed to
Sultanieh.

Driven and Beaten

As 1o the manner of the proeeedinga,
Dr, Lepsiuva quotes the letter dated
| May 10, of an eyewitnees, who eays, in
part:

saw the people on the way.
endless procession,
gendarmes who drove them forward
with  truncheons, Only  half eclad,
starved, emaeiated, thoy dragged them-
| selves along rather than walked. 0Old
women collapsed, but rose sgain when
they -saw gendarme  approaching
with his baton raized above his head.
Others were pushed forward like dom-
keys. | saw a young woman collapsa,
la pendarme gave Her two oar threa
thard blows and she got up. Her
husband walked in front of her, wi h
a three-yenr-old baby on his arm. A
littie further an old woman was stag-
:| gering along, Suddenly she fell. The
(gunderme gave her two or three blows.
She did not stiv. He began to kick her
{with his boot, but she lay there without
! moving, Finally the Turk gave her a
iaurr&hle kiek, so that she rolled ihto
the ditch. I hope she was dead.”

A similar fate befell the tnhabitants
{of the Dirt-Jol and s number of .vil-
| luges in the Tauruw and Amanus. Peo-
ple were told those who adopted the
Moslem faith were allowed to remain.
| The churchaes were transformed into
moeques oven a3 the inhablitants were
getting under way.

The attitude af the Turkish authori-
ties is illustrated by a quotation from
a government order issued to com-
manders of army corps and divisions:

“Article II. The commanders may,
in cnsa of military necessity, and wher-
ever they suspect (!) tresson or es-
pionage, deport the  inhabitants of
cities and villages, individually or en
masse, and seftle them down in other
regions,”

The cxclamation point 1s Dr. Lep-
sius's own,

Thae chapter on the deportations
I from Ciliciz and Northern Syria’ ends
| with a reproduction of the report of
‘Jackson, the American Consul at Alep-
ipo. Dr, Lepsiua remarks that “this re-
| port contains nolhing which has not
|been eorroborated by German sources,”
Alone from Cilicia, we are told,
1100,000 porsons were deported. In the
lane month of July 16,256 deportees
. pasted through Aleppo,

The second chapter denls with the
{deportations from the seven vilayets of
| Bastern Anatolia.

On April 24 and 25, 1015, occtirred
fhe wholesale arrests of Armonian
lenders and intellectunls at Constanti-
{nople. . Threa days earlier a general
lround-up ®f Armenian notablea hegan
|all over the empire, On April 21 870

An
accompanied by

it

The'|
Moslem population was permitted to |

prominent Armenians were arrested
and carried off in different cities. Be-
fore the end of May over 2,000 leaders
—professional and business men, writ-
©rs, priests—were seized and deported.
Dr, Lepsius comments, in italics:

“As the seizure of leaders extends
over all aveas inhabited by Armenians,
it must be assumed that we are faced
hert by a general measure whose ohb-
jeet was to rob the Armenian people
of its leaders and spokesmen, so that
the subsequent deportations could be
executed without resistance and pro-
test, It was alaop necessary {o prevent
the early spread of news from ‘the in-
terior. From the beginning of June
all Armenian officials were diamissed
I from civil service and the Armenian
physicians and surgeons who from the
beginning of the war had rendered
faithful service in the Turkizsh military
hospitals were imprisoned,

“All these arrests, embracing thou-
sands of Armenians of the highest
standing and education, deputies, writ-
ers, publicists, poets, Inwyera, notaries,
officinls, physicians, merchants, finan-
ciera and all wealthy and influential
elements, were effected without being
preceded’ or followed by any regular
legal proceedings, Not even the charge
that these men had planned or partici-
pated in activities agninst the safety
ef the state was proffered. The aim
| wasg simply to cut off the head of the
Armenian bedy belore the members
| were shattered. . The orders
| were forwarded from Constantineple to
| the loeal authorities and were, in spite
of ceeasional resistance on the part of
indlvidual Turkish efficinls and, in &
few instances, even of the Turkizh
populace; executed with the utmost
rigor and ruthlessness,”

The second phase of the measures,
Dr. Lepsius says, in advance of the
maas deportations proper, affected the
male population only, which had been
drafted for the army previously, or
was to be drafted
events. He writes:

in the course of

“Armenians inducted into military
serviee, who, according to the testi-
mony of the Minister of War himself,
had fought bhravely, and not only at

casus ecampaign against Russia, wers,
for the most part, disarmed and em-
ployed as stevadores or round laharers.
From almost all provinees reperts are
at hand to the effect that not only in
individual cases were such Armenian
laborers murdered by their Mahometan
comrades;, but that whaole detachments
of eighty, one hundred or more were
shot by gendarmea or the military on
orders of thely superior officers.”

The extent of this mass murder
within the army itself will perhaps
naver be fixed, Dr, Lepsius adds, and
continues:

Shot Without Trial

“Under the pretext of draft all re-
maining male residents of many citles
and villages, hetween the ages of six-
teen and seventy, were now taken away,
notwithstanding the fact that many
had paid the legal exemption tax and
athers were totally unfit. These enl-
umns were led off into the mountains
and shot down wholesale, of course,
without any kind of trial, as circum-

atances made legal procecdings im-
possible.”
Simultaneously the wholesale dis-

arming of the Armenian populatinns
wns ordered. Dr. Lepsius explains that
not only wns the earrying of arms for
self-defence general in nll Turkey on
account of the tetal lack of publie
safety, but in many cases Armenian
populatlons had been armed by
Committee of tha Young Turks itself,
The constitutional political organiza-
tion of the Armenians, ealled “Dash-
nakzagan,” literally *confoedorates,”
had been the stanchest and most effl-
elent ally of the Young Turks in the
long struggle for eonstitutional ve-
form, and after the convocation of the

#he Darvdanelles, but even in the Cau- |

the |

would be subjected to retaliation.

“By May 15 all Armenian villages on
the plain of Erzerum wera evacuated,”
Dr. Lepaius continues. “They were
filled with Mahometan settlers. In
 Erzerum alone 600 notables were ar-

first parllament whole Armenlan com-
munities recelved arms and ammuni-
tion from the Young Turks, who count-
ed upon their assistance in case =f a
counter revolutionary coup.

When they got|

{all those of the deportess—
women and children—who escy
mastacre of the day bafore, The
Turkish &soldiers told how Wome
begged them for merey on theiy kitngy
land how they, when they saw it waee
{vain, hurled their own babies |
river. A Young Turkish trooper sai
“It was & horror. Tcould not shog:
just pretended.” Others, again, boag:
ed to the German rharmacist, Hers
Gehlsen, about the atracitios thay \II
committed. The slaughter lnstrdl f:.;;
hours, Tha eorpses woras thrown W
the Euphrates by the score. For o,
eral days afterward a regulpr Bur
hunt was conducted in the underbrmy
and all fugitives found wera ki
cold blood.

moet)
ped the
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From Baiburt 17,000 Armeniang wen
departed. The Righop, Wartahad Hy.
zarabedjan, and seven notables wars
executed a few days in ndvanes, 4
wealthy Armenian widow, whe, aftey
she had been rablpd of

nll her PTOperty
was also deported and eaved hap 1t
land that of her daughter by promis

ing

;m embrace Islam, succoeded lpter in
| making her way to Constantinople; Hee
story of unspealiable horrors is Tepro.
duced in full by Dr. Lepsius, Sha ege
cluded:

“The worst of all was awsiting gy
when we arrived in the Plain of Ersip.
glan and near the banks of the Ey.
phrates. The roadside was strewn wip
mutilated corpees of women and girly
and little children. Also, the girls ani
women in our group were mistreated
terribly by the bandits, and their wall.
ing rose up to the skies. When we gr.
rived at the river the gendarms
hurled all the remaining children unds
fifteen into the river. Those who Wi
to escape by swimming wern shot in thy
water. When we reached Enderps m
the way to Siwaaz sll the slopes snd
meadows were thickly covered witk
black and swollen corpses whose smell
polsoned the slr.”

The fata of the caravans deported
from Baiburt nnd Erzerum and take
through Erzinglan s deseribed in an

rested and deported. All ‘Ittihadists’ |
{members of the Committes of Union |
and in the oyerwhelming majority of | and Progress, the Young Turkish or- |
cases the Armenians delivered their | panization) gathered in Erzerum and |
weapons without resistance, in many | directed the exscution of the measures |
cases obtnining receipts from the au-|gall over the province. The Vali, Tahzin
thorities. Nevertheless, the out-| Bey, who ecarried out the orders with |
lying districts this measure led to reluctance, said, by way of excuse:
the most terrible acts of violence. A ‘What can I do? The Sublime Porte
detachment of gendarmos arrived in!]—ms ordered it.'"
o village and demanded that a chance
number of firearms be turned in, 200
or more. Naturally, in
i there was nothing
b

All these arms wera now withdrawn,
|

Dr. Lepsiug proceeds: “The caravans |
many cases, that had left Erzingian on June 8, 8/
like thig large num- | 80d 10, in apparent order (the children |
or of guns in the possession of vil. | Were riding in ox carts), were nccom-
lagera. If, however, the full number |P&nied by eoldiers. Nevertheless, only
was not delivered instantly the gen- |8 fragment reached the next station.
darmes arrested the mayor and the!- In A hollow road nesr the city
elders &nd mistreated them under the | the defenceless flocks of women and
pretext thal they had the weapons con- | Shildren were attacked by the troops
Cenled: | of the escort and by Kurds summoned
| for the purpose. First they were robbed

“In many ecases L Ehure em=| of everything they possessed, then
ployed,” Dr, Lepsius writes. “The [“‘ls!aught.r:rnd in the anost abominable

{ vorite method of the gendarmes and fashion, and their cornses were thrown
| Jailers was the bastinade, which, ap-|into the Euphrates, Many
plied ruthlessly, léd frequently to the were massaered this
death of the vietim,
nails of the

WaS

thousands

n wiy  only

5 1 TP 11i
Also, the hair and | ywelve hours' walk from the military

victims were torn out; | fortress of Erzingian, seat of a mute-
people were branded with glowing | sarif (provincial governor) and head-
irons and all kinds of horrors were | guarters of the Fourth Army Corps.
eommitted on women and children,

| All that happened here between June
| Freouently the villagers were forced |

[to purchase arms, at preposterous
| prices, from their Turkish neighbors
!nr from Rurds and Circossi

10 and 14 happened with the knowl-
edge and consent of the authowitics.
The German Red Cross sisters tell the

ins, in or- | story as follows:
der to satisfy the requisitioning sauads
! . S LN 3 - o =
of pendarmerie, The floating rumors were con
1 . firmed to us by our Turkish cook. She
L YHimultanegusly with the disarming

1 said in tears that the Kurds mistreated
| of the Armenian population the Turks

| and killed the women and hurled the
wore sy

| nurses there:

other statement of the two Germas

“0On the evening of June 15 we wen
walking with our friend Gehlsen, the
pharmacist, in front of our houss. W
met & gendarme who eafd that n fleck
of women and children, d
Baiburt, were ppending
only about ten minutes'
the hospital. He was among the
himself and told us nbout
the deportees. ‘Koszeé, ke
lar,’ ‘Slaughtering,
drive them.'
killed ten men, throwing
their bodiea into ravines; Whon the
children cried and would not go
ther, The
women were robbed of all their o othes,
and they were violated over ngimn
every i

il Trom
ht st
1 ove

ri

et

raeart

o Tate o

slaughter "
Every day, he said, |

to

-

twelve
fur

their skulla were smaghed

village, baried
naked corpsca my S He
‘God may reckon it to my crodil

v

Many Driven Insane

‘“Next day,” the nurses continued,
‘'wa  heard the procession of the
unfortunates puss vy We and Herr
Gehlsen aceompanied tho an
hour'a walk. Their mis wes it
deseribable. Tt wus n large floek

Only two or three men, the
and children. Mu;

already inenne. Others eried ‘Save usl
We want to become Moslom or Germas,
or whatever you want, only save ubk
They 1ake us to Hémnel eut our

Others entreated o8

heads off!" .
to save their babies

stemutically armed. The loeal | children into the river.” “As we nearcd the ciy we »--.m:};-
Young Turkish elubs orgunized arimed tered a group of Turks, who came Tige
ganpgs, called Tehettehs, composed part- F!'"i_.;]u'"g the .,Ob :'I."r: on i?"“-"l"i'“’-"": and sdlzed § oubg
ly of convicts discharged for the pur- girls and children. Al the city gaih
pose, Naotorious Kurdish hrig:md! On the following day, June 11, regu- | where the German nhys clsns have
chicftaing were taken with their fol- |lar troops of the 86th Cavalry Brigade their residences, the procession fraloed.
lowing into military service. These | Were dispatched to the Kemach Ravine Here @ regular slave market was held;
bands were given freedom to raid and |in order—it was said—to punish the _only no prices were gaid, The mother
| pillage A meninn villages, to slaughtey | Kurds. The German nurses learned  seemed to give up their babies willing-
the nﬁ-:u to earry away the women and | later from returned troopers that the ly and resistance would have been
|girls, Many curavans composed of | Turkish military was ordered to kill “futile {
| deportees were exterminated, partinily | B D e S IR
Lar completoly, by these pangs. Through | Ceem i Eaaa—c = ==
:‘.]H* eariyving off of girls, women and | -
Ir‘hlldrm‘. into, Tur harems and

Kurdish villages tens of thougands of
Christians were subjected not only to |
dishonor but alse te forcible conver-
| sion to Islam,

Slaughter en Masse
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. . Wherever men were driven off |
topether with the women and children
| they were often sorted out goon ufter
|getting under way, or else slagghtered
| en masse in the organized surprise at-
| tacka. As n result less than half of
the total number arrived ab the points
| of destination. The carnvans that had
I'started out in the north eonsisted, when
!I.he:‘r arrived in the mouth, mostly of |
children below ten, elderly women, fn- |
'vuli:ln and old men. The men and boys
| had been slaughtered, the girls, young
|women and numberlesa children raped. |
The remnant are a helpless mob of beg-
gars, delivered to want and misery and
petishing throogh hunger and diaense|
|in the morasses and deserts of Mesopo- |
tamia." [

Dr. Lepsius gives a detailed account
of the mass deportations In the viluyeta
| of Trapezunt and Erzerum, conducted
under the above described methods. He |
auotes in oxtenso the report of the|
Ameriean Consul at Trapezunt, Oscar
S, Heizer, dated July 28, 1915, accord-!
ing to which all inhabitants of the 1,000 |
houzes in the Armenian quarters of |
Trapezunt were driven off and all their |
balongings confiseated. The authorities
did not even pretend to bring mny
charges against them—to be an Arme-
nian waos sulficient reason for being
deported. Women were raped wholesale
—the consul reports that one member
of the Young Turkiah Club, whieh dl-
rected the proceedings, had ten of the
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An Armenian woman who has lived through the Turkish hor
pors. She swas left by the roadside supposedly dead fro®
A L




