
CHRONICLE AND COMMENT OF THE STAGE

Augustin Duncan
To identify Augustin Duncan, who

..-, playing the title rôle in St. John
Irvine's tragedy, "John Ferguson," lee
be stated that he is the brother of the

liimous Isadora Duncan, the dancer.
And right here it is most necessary
to explain that it was not Auguatin,
hut still another brother of Isadora,
n ho once upon a time startled Broad¬

way by appealing in midwinter, him-
sclf and wife and ail his house, scantily
e!ad in togas and sandals.
The biographical facts of Mr. Dun-

ii'.n's career rnaj be briefly stated:
lie was horn in San Francisco forty-,

live years ago, and at the ago of

twenty joined tho excellent stock com¬

pany then playing at Stockwell's The¬
atre in that city. During his three
years' association with this company
ho played all sorts of parts, from
heavy villains to light comedy rôles.
When ho had served his apprentice¬
ship here he obtained a small rolo in
Richard Mansfield's production of
"Henry V," which he played so well
that he attracted tho attention of that
veteran actor, J. H. Stoddard. who was

about to begin rehearsals of "The
tionnio Prier Bush." Stoddard im¬
mediately engaged him for a part in
that production, and thus began an as¬

sociation which lasted for four »years,
during which time the young actor, in
association with the veteran, rose to
the rank of producer.
The little tasto ho had had of the

joys of producing plays with Mr. Stod¬
dard acted as a fillip to tho ambitious
young actor, who now decided to drop
tho acting art entirely and devote him¬
self for the next few years exclusively
to tho art of production. Ho had read
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about the then newly organized Art
Theatre at. Moscow, which had for its
avowi.'f' object the development of the
general excellence of its ensemble,
rather than that of any individual mem¬
ber of the company, however gifted.
This idea, which has coated to be a

novelty, thanks to tho spread of the
Little Theatre movement, seized upon
the imagination of young Duncan, who
straightway set out upon a pilgrimage
to Moscow.
Mr. Duncan remained in Moscow for

nearly a year, during which tinie he
made an extensive study of the Russian
Theatre generally, and when his money
gave out he returned to America and
associated himself with Francis Wil¬
son, with whom he remained for an¬

other four-year period. And then back
to Moscow for further study of the new

art of the theatre, as it was coming to
be called. On this second journey,
Duncan took occasion to make a little
excursion into the theatre world of
France, Germany and England, in all
of which countries he added enor¬

mously to his accumulating knowledge
of what, is known in the Broadway ver¬
nacular as the "show business." In
Berlin ho studied the methods of the
treat Reicher, and in Paris, those of
Antoine, but as Mr. Duncan has never
failed to emphasize, both in conversa¬
tion and in his own methods of .pro¬
duction, it was from Stanislavsky and
his little company at the Art Theatre
m Moscow that he drew his deepest in¬
spiration, and it was to Moscow that
he returned twice more for study and
oostvvance of the art and techique
uj general system of which his
own acting and his own productions
have been modelled.
Apropos of Mr. Duncan's creation of

the Eldest Ancestor in Maeterlinck's
"Betrothal" earlier in the season, and
of his more recent portrayal of the high
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spirited rogue in the Theatre Guild
production of "The Bonds of Interest"
and his present rôle in "John Fergu¬
son," il i;; interesting to hear what the
actor himself has to say about the part
which his Russian training has played
in his concept and interpretation of
those widely different roles.
"'Look into your heart and act,' was

a favorite injunction of I«Ir. Stod-
dard's," said "Mr. Duncan. "That
is the secret of all good acting,
and tiie Russian roture merely has a

greater capacity for looking into its
heart. The same injunction, with a

'slight paraphrase, is likewise excellent
¡fur the producer, and when after my
fourth and last trip to Russia 1 had
ths '71.. il fortune to L;7 engaged as
stage director for Emanuel Richer's
production of 'The Weavers,' 1 real-
i ed that the producer of that master¬
piece had also looked into his heart and
that he had wrought his artistic
miracle according to,the light he had
found there, rather than from any
purely intellectual or formal artistic
creed.

"That is what I have tried con-

j scientiously to do in the production of
'John Ferguson,' as well as in my
rendition oi that stanch, God-fearing
old Pro; byterian, who in many respects
might be blood brother ty the old hero
of 'The lio.7i-.iu Brier Buph.' I looked
imy my hear.1 and produced tho tragic
[drama in accordance with what I saw
liiere, and 1 am acling its hero in ac-
cn'dancp with what I feel there."
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Navy (»Ice Club
Now ist Vaudeville

The United States Navy Glee Club,
from Hampton Roads Naval Training
Station, will play a special vaudeville

engagement at the New Brighton Thea¬
tre beginning Monday afternoon as a

headline attraction in addition to tlie

regular bill. ïhis <M11 be the first
professional appearance of this official
organization of thirty-live enlisted

men, all of whom have seen service
overseas.

The club has the full authorization
of the Navy Department, and was or¬

ganized and is conducted by Jerry
Swineford, Navy Department song
leader for the entrre 5th Naval. Dis¬
trict. It is composed of the best among
the 35,000 men in weekly training at
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j Hampton Roads during the war. All
i are college graduates, and each repre-
sents a different state and practically
every rating in the navy. It is strict-
ty a vocal organization, and the rep-
ertory of its members ranges fiom
grand opera selections to the camp
songs oeculiar to their district.
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A Veteran Actor
In "'The Five Million'9

One of the aristocrats of the Ameri¬
can stage is Charles Abbe, the veteran
character actor who is appearing in
¡"The Five Million" at the Lyric The-

atre, F. Ray Comstock and Morris
Gest's new production. Mr. Abbe re¬

ceived most of his early training as a

member Of Daniel Prohman's Lyceum
Theatre company, the most famous
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stock company ever organized in Amer¬
ica. This organization played six
months at the old Lyceum Theatre each
season, and then made a tour of the
principal American cities.
After three yerrrs with this company

Mr. Abbe was seen in support cf the
principal comedy stars of Charles
Frohman, including Maude Adams, Jol n

Drew, William H. Crane, William Gil¬
lette. This brought Mr. Abbe down to
the present generation of th ati goers
and he became recognized as the prin¬
cipal portrayer of old gentlemen of the
peppery and irascible type. Theatre¬
goers will remember him for his tre¬

mendous hit as "Pops" in "Bunker
Bean" and his never-to-be-forgotten
way of firing the phrase "take-a-letter"
to his stenographer. He will u'.bo be
remembered for the rôle of the sp rt
minister in "Excuse Me,'1 in whicl h
created as much laughter as any of ti.e

low-coniedy characters of the play F< r

a year and a half he played th« fath«
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with Marjorie Ramboau "The Zyn
of Youth." He creati ".'.>
py Ricks in the pía | -.ame, «
part since played ;>; '. Wis»,
and he has «irement
as Lawyer Drew in -, Cr.ir-
ley." [n "The I ¡on" he pliyi
the rôle of a ed country
lawye r.( War.

ndled
:/.'.¦-
tantiy one of
our boys wi .

;. sod í nougl to ha' |
Gra .-
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ALL STAR BILL.EVERY ACT A HEADLINER

JIMMY HUSSEY andi JAZZ BANDwishes Uiiiimii. 'Hit QUAL.TKUS. WM. WORSLBY. THE MX JAZZ COPS and many_other« on you hi his latcei Comciiy Review, move ON"

Bi,.a.v MONTGOMERY & A "*.
_i*lS_Pi_Montgomery & Momo, Singing rUclr Own Composition«.EXTRA ADDED FEATURE -Tho popular Krim.-'i Character Singer,MLLE. NITTA JO

"I.A GIGOJ..BTTR PARISIENNE."
F!\TRA ADDED ATTH ACTION.FOUR MARX BROTHERS"IN EVERYTHING," by AI. SHEAN.

ERNEST EVANS and GIRLSgreeentlng A 3MART divertissement of Entertainment.
PRIMROSE FOUR 4 MEYAKOS

AND ENGAGEMENT EXTRAORDINARY.RETURN TO VAUDEVILLEFormer Co-Star with Galü-('urrl

CICCOLINI
Th« Famoti« Italian Grand «"»pera Star, Principal Tenor of Th© Chicago Opera Co..Royal Grand Opera« of Farla. London, Milan, Brussels, Petrograd.
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NEW YORK'S LEADING THEATRES AND SUCCESSES
NEVi AMSTERDAM-OlíMATS.WEP.a.SATrNO SCAT OVEP,_

9Q3ïMïMa3ï3'"»i suso "Ey WS 0 WAVBU ft.NON THE cool reooFÍ 7l$rSEl ft «O'CLOCK REVUE&J1¿!£U2 (UM MlßNJQMT FROLIC^
HEHBY M!LLEB,Ä«{ai|"Eùéa. «5-15 Mat^Thurs &S»t2:|5 '

4th TUMULTUOUS MONTH
Ml

_._ chKECS? ^Af DILUNCWANÔ** "* Utert¬
and
Bei*

TliEATRE^»-M*^J

THEATRE^40Hi?h E.of B'WÄV I
Will Hsitivcl> Orín i

WED.N1GHTÂUG.Î3CHARLES EMERSON COOK SAsks you to meet

A New Thrill in Comedy uy ttaik "yuanwilh e Regular Cstt Incluflinrf
ERNEST GLENDIiMNIWG

JAMES BRABURY MIRIAM 5PAP.5
EVERETT WntRflELD MARGARET GREENEEDWN HOG CHARLOTTE GRANVIU.EROY GORDON KITTIf O'CONNOR
CHAR1Í5 ABWTT AL&ERT BU5HEE
DUDLEY CLEMENTS GEORGE CUKOR

" Box Office; Opens To-morrow'.A

Knickerbosksr IV 7. 3» St.
3 15. .Mata.
A-. Sut.. 2:15.

KI.AW Â: ERLANGER.Managers
9TH BiG COOLED BY

MONTH ICED AiK
LAST 3 WEEKS

JOHN CORT'S MUSICAL COMEDY

Bt, Harry L. Cort L Georas t. StoduxruMujIc by Haro;J Orion
with The Daintiest Dancin;Chorus Ever Seen on Broîdwa,p.

C0HAN&HARRI5^T4IEvesfrlS natineesWed & 5at2M5BI6ÔEST SUCCESS
SIHCEVTHE

MERRY WIDOW
THE

A COHANggQ OPERA COMIQUE

AMERICA'S FOREMOST THEATRES AND HITS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF SAM S. AND LEE SHUBERT
Kigi. at 8.
B'-nin ind»INTER GARDEN

Matinees Tues., Thura. & Sat. at 2.
A Diamond Mini- of Entertainment

.lust Wi

- - - - - « ,,,.._. Si.50 MATINEE WEDNESDAY
The Show All New York Is Talking About!

48th "
i¿

ätaged iiy J. C. HulTiiian.
Book «Jill Ljrks by Harold Attnlcii«.

TO.NiGHTo^SÍTO.NlGHT
ALWAYS THE BEST SUNDAY EN¬
TERTAINMENT IN NEW YORK.

'¦ Thurs, Eve., ftug. 14th

Miímwm
GI.1'JTEIUX(¡ Ml Sir AL REVL'E.125 PEOPLESTAGED BY J. C. HUFFMAN

THE

A Revui'ic.al Coined}) of
A'en> York's Quartier Lalm

with Bessie McCoy Ouvis, James
Watts, Oocil Cunningham, Ted
Lewis, Ada Forn.an, Al Herman,
Harry K Morton, In ne Olsen,
Chanli;a DerJckBon, Cynthia Perot,
Juin C'arrpli, Edmund Malcalifl
.',..1 Hex SIotc
20 FAMOUS ARTISTS' MODELS
REMOVES TO THE

era Baps Theatre
[To-mw Night sis«

THE OR.EAT PLAY

.MM FERGUSON
AT THE FULTON THEATRE
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Hoy ...-

Vrthur
George W \\
Godfrej Mati lew«
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8:30, MATS. WED.« 5AT. 2:30
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RACHEL CROTTE 5'
BIG COMED

JTJ ¦§ i

\Y tittarn harris, Jr.,
announces that he has
been obliged, because \
of the Actors' strike, to
discontinue perform¬
ances of "Hast Is
West," at the Astor
Theatre, temporarily.

I Performances will be
resumed in the near
future.
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"FINEST PLAY PRODUCED
?r' »"-y/ YORK [N 20 YEARS'*
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Sat.
LYRIC Jj¿ n>asecond" month1 ^ Ray Çpm stock & Morris «lest Presen
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"Brijrhr comedy of the 'TurnRight' School only with a new

\J&TCH FOR OPENING DATEPRINCESS THEA. WB8'

iï«V/ Wl»v-*r»VBLi? BXDS SAT RVB.. AIT.. 23,2i.»«»" t oVctvC as the biß theatrical feature of theirt»:.-. Cti.ua« Exposition, Au«. 25th.
* '-rm-> .',.¡ Morris Cost prevent the

sreon Costume) EDITION
r sM.AlTiPi f. I'KOPl CTION

B^H H^Hl^HalB^HIaaHla^Hu^ Iiy Norton.
-THK\TRE, IX)IDON.aXD STILI, PLAYING JO CAPACITY THERE.II BIO SCENES.COMPANY OP '(0 PEOPLEm Never Before In the History of Theatricals Ha« There Bern Seen Art Produi.--¡§| tion so Brilliantly Artistic, ho superbly Gorgeous, so Wonderfully Staffed,

_
his.

3Ni~W DANCES, NEW SONGS. NEW COSTUMESf*/.-*'Vi.'TT-

"I ne\er enjoyed anj-tUing «oi»
litin I did Mr. Kleid» m ti 'A I <""'>
lomeo.'".ADMJRAL '.'. 11 0>
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