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Bearing on the Barrymores,
The Three Seratch Players
Of the American Sta

ge

By Heywood Broun

Thia i3 a Barrymora yeat. Not only
are three members of this famous the-
atrical family now playing in Now
York, but all ara in parts which afford
opportunities for the fullest display of
their powers, Ethel, Johin and Lionel
hold a tradition in common, but their
art i3 highly individualized, There is |
manner or method. The|
mere fact of relationship does not make
cumparison any easler than usual. For
our part, Lionel Barrvmore's last act
in “The Copperhead” seems to us the
finest of modern Barrymore achieve-
ments. We wers moved by thia par-
tleular performance more than by any-
thing in which wo-have seen John Har-
rymore or Ethel Barrymore, not even
excepting her gorgeoua performance in
“Déclarsée.” Hut we have no right to
generalize becsuse gur data is incom-
plete: we did not see John Barrymore
in “Justice.” I

We rather think that John I!u:’ry-|
more iz the most versatile member of |
the family. Certainly between Anatol |
and Gilanatto there is just about the
wideat range which can bo crowded |
within the walls of a theatra. We are |
also of the opinion that John can prob-
1bly bring a greater pace and force to
Aoy ®ingle scene than his brother or
slater, |

Thers was, for Instance, that ﬂna:
momant of towering rage in “Hedemp- |
tlon,” in which he cursed courts and |
jodges. In such & scene, wa think,
dohn Parrymore iz preéminent.

On the other hand, Miss Ethel Barry-|
more is much more richly endowed
#ith what, for default of a better ward,
we muat call sympathetle appeal. If
the three Barrymores wers ever ecast
together In a play as characters of
confiicting interest Ethel would have
no trouble at ail in working up the
audlence to such a piteh that it would
lyneh John and Lionel so that she
might have her way. Nobody In the
theatrs walks so gurely on the thin
line which divides the things which |
make you cry &nd the thingz which|
meke you laugh. Often ghe can make
her wudience do both &t the same time. |
Even wilh the most commonpluce lines
In the world she ecan gain such &n
effect, for in her volea are suggestions
of things which are gay and those
which are not ko gay. Given lines of
resl heauty and true emotlonal sug-
geation, as in “Declasses," and sho can
teer the very heart out of you. Reader,
! you ever write a play in which a
woman la ealled upon to sit and talk
with somebody or other shout the dear
dead past, by all means move Hoaven
and earth to get Miss Barrymors as
Jour wtar. Bhe is not to bg equalled in
hena scenes of half humorous senti-
ment,

However, it would be unfair to give
e Impression that her work munt he |
Compressed within gueh limlts. Cer-
Wwlnly, ke plays a seene of much differ-
8t mood in the first act of “Diéclannée,”
and plays it muperbly. Hers she
forceful, dirvet and very swift. How
€ver, wi think we sre correct in .«nyinxl
Vst paria of any  glgantie heroic |
#9rture mre momewhst beyond her
Sope, We would not cast her to play |
dudith, for instance, or Meden, ot |
#ven i we sssums that thare are |
definite limita to the acopn of Mina |

Arrymors's meting, It gives us no|
help ip determining her worth s com-
Bared b4 thut of her brothers, who
& ta us rather wider in their
Fatige. At leawty we think John Barry-
more ta,  All this Is Ineidental, Nol

:hgﬂir'u greatnesn or lack of greatness |
nde on hia versatility just ao lungl

fe

|the other hand, we rather think that |

a8 Hha,is not absolutely throtiled bhy|
kis limits. Any plaver who is ETent |
within moderately wide houndaries,
and surely BMisa Barryvmore's are ss
wide as that, remains great even if lie
or she cannot play a nine-vear-old |
child one day and a grandmother the
next. Some  wvery indifferent stoek!
aclresses are just as good in one sort
of part a2 another. There i3 noi
neeessarily any merit in that,

We are thereforse hack where we
started with these three KEthel, John
and Lionel, nor are we going to be so
foolish as to risk any dogmatic as-
1o a8 to which is the leader of the
ly. I we say that John is the
moat vereatile we suddenly remember
that Ethel has a much finer volea, Or
again if we say that John has / greater
talent for realistic portrayal sthan
either of the othera we ure nlsp re-
minded that he is not as shrewd and
imuginative as Lionel in discarding
those things which may be true but
are not effective.

It 15 interesting to compare the death
scenea in “Déclassée” and “Redemp-
tion,  From the point of view of
fidelity of detail, of course, evervthing
iz in favor of John. You may remem-
ber John's sgonized snimal like leun
after he shot himaeli while Fthel,
with n broken bhack dies heautitully
puffing cigarettes and sipping cham-
pagne, To be sure, the moods of the
plays were quite different and any at-
tempt at faithful realism on Miss Dar
rymore's part in “Déclnasée™ would be
quite destructive of the mood of some-
what scented gentiment which this

articular scene of the play requives, |
Yo might wish that she had made soma
mora definite effort to convey tha
fact that while a Variek might die as
game as any one else she could slso
feel pain as well as a commoncr. On

Johin'a terrific fall in “Redemption"
wn3 wrong, sineo It diverted the at-
tentlon from the main fact that the
man was dyiug to the detail of how he
died. And wet our eriticizsm is a little
foreced, for while we thought that the
death in “Déelagsée” was somewhat un-
real, we were profoundly moved by 1t,
moved even more than by John Barry-
more's death in “Redemption.”

After all mueh the simplest way and |
much the most truthful review of our
own {ecelings in the matter ias to gay
that the three Barrymores are the |
derateh players of the American the-
atre and let it po at that.

The present theatrical season seems

1o oa an unusually good one as far as|

it has gone, We feel absolutely safe
in recommending “Clarence’” to all
theatregoers, It 15 excellent enter-
tainment without being specinl. You
ought to gee it, you must see it and
the faet that attendance is o duty will
not prevent you from having the time
of your life. "Déclassée’” should also
be on the theatregoer's list, Here is
ona of the most atriking and appeal-
ing performances which New York has
setn dn seasons and seasons, Miss
Ethel Barrymore is absolutely at her
hest, Tho play in some respects harks
back to a sehool of drama which most
of ug thought was gone. It is at least
a first cousin to *The Second Mra,
Tangneray.” Any of us who thought
that theatrieal but full Aavered drama
of this sort was dead were quite mis-
taken, The play holds the interest
throughout with the single exception
of a few ll-direeted moments at the
beginning of the &second act. The
dinlogue is unusually deft and effec-
tive, Thora nre two shows which you
should not mies, and it secms to um
that yon ought to find time for “Moon-
light and Honeysuekle' an exceedingly
adroit light comedy played pleasantly.
“Adum and Eve" is more conventional,
hut  first-cluss  entertainment,  And
from the sueccegses of last season thoere
remaing “The Jest.,” That mukens five
well worth while plays for theatre-
goera, and if you are among thoss in-
veterate pmusement scokers who want
no open afternoong or evenlngs you
can add the perious “John Ferguson,”
whieli s n good pluy in spite of a
certuin amount of ‘puh‘,‘. and the frivo-
lous but amuping “Nightie Night," not
forgotting our reliable friend “Light-
nin’" with Frank Hecon's beautiful
performance. That maker eight shows
which should he enough for anybody's
week,
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Zoe Akins, Author of “Declassee.”
Hands the Palm 1o George Cohan

As Great American Pl vwright

By Rebecca Dr ucker

Thie Wedngsdiy matinee was!lested in Ber work wihile ot Wil
proof it Ethel Harrvmore had 1 ”""';- i h > L
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Here Is a Playwright Who Says He Believes in Dramatic Critics auichly, "Ney; she vasmeristia e
ey i = e i — ————— | mity to apply the ingu ere t I z ngly
2 e =i . oo People kept coming in urld owi Lo ar
If “The Dancer” tho new piny at|the flaws which might never appear| “Aa you know, my plays, ‘1 he Cli- suceess, eliminated,  Miss] (Turis i ol thiw like Ni
the Harris Theatre, is “frothy” —and | to the prejudiced eyes of the fond 'max’ and ‘The Case of Bec Lowe, va title role, does ; NS \

Boma aa{ she is—her crestor is n:\t.! father of a literury child,
o

Edward cke, the author of the picee, | I know my mind is creative rather
ia a mountain of a man and must| than critical and expbrience has told
weigh closa to thres hundred. Holme 1 do not always know what the

looks the picture of a big, bluff und | public, or even
hearty English asquire, with Hhis frank |
blue eyes, hia ruddy cheeks and hml

|

the managers, want, 1

hayve written forty plavs and bul six

have bheen preduced, althouprh | have

grizzled mustache and “sideburns.” not spared myself the work of offer-
iy

believe in the erities,” was Mr. [ ing thenm, OF the six produesd two
Locke's astounding epening to the in-| have bheen failures and three s=ue-
terview; "I think they are a pgreat|eesses; it remains to be spen how the
help to smuthors—and’ to playgoers. | last will furn out, but the audiences

They ure, through years of training

are Inrge and seem to enjoy the per-
in the art of criticism, able tn gee

formancs.
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some. of the reviewera did narvaous throt t the apening peor-
ol Dancer,” and I spid to iy formunce and + dhrnmatic work was
Thint settles 1l Another flives nat ponrly 2o offe it iz now.'"
so0 far, as 1 said a moment
playeners scem to rove of | L
sone very good a from some of i _
tho eriticisma nnd, chanpes have bheon “Play polf and by to convince the
made which improve the piece. For managera thoy w to produce my T b .8
3 = . it e o s 2 W taint.
ingtance, the elaborate and difficult | pl ioth of these pastimes keep ! i SR
danae, which no one but an un ally |t ot of doors. T think an author They e i
| expert dancer ecould accomplish with noods the open.’ ]l]".r‘.‘:.‘iT‘.’l | SeingE How
rould look before the footli %o iFee

Many Openings and a Revival Mark the Coming Week

MONDAY—At the Garrlck Thentre, the Theatra Guild will present John
Masefield’s Japaness play, “The Faithfull” TIn the cast will’ bo Helon
Westley, Augustin Duncan, Rollo Peters, Honvry Herbert, Walter Geer,
Michael Carr, Mary Blair, Julin Adler, Milton Pope, Henry Stillman,
Adolph Link, Walter Howe and Boris Korlin.

At the Casino, Abraham Levy will present “The Little Whopper,"
n musleal comedy, book by Otto A, Harbach, music by Rudalf Friml
and lyriea by Bide Dudley. 9n tho compuny are Vivlienns Segnl, Syd-
ney Grant, Harry C. Browne, W. J. Ferguson, Lotta Linthicum, Nellie
Giraham-Dent and many othars, Anton Ileihdl is the musical director,

At the Shubert Thentre, E. H, Sothern and Julla Marlowa will
appear in “Hamlot,” the socond of thelr Shakespearean reyivals,

At tha Fulton, “Flve o'Clock,” n ecomedy by IFrank Bacon and
Freeman Tilden will ha presented.

At the Delmont, Pollok, MeKettrick & Burke will present “Boya

Will Be Boys" by frvin 3. Cobb apd Charles O'Brien Kennedy,

4: TUESDAY—At/the Manhatinn Opern House F. Rab Comstoek and Morris
Geat will present Clifford Millg’s Lendon suecess, "The
Navy," with Pevey Hutehizon heading s large company,

At the Bijou, A. H. Wooda will present. Barney Bernard in hia
firnt starving vehicle, “His Ilonor, Abe FPotash,” by Montague Glass
and Jules Eckert Goodman,

Luck of the

At the Lyric, Maddock & Hart, a new producing firm, will present

“Nothing But Love," a new musieal play, book and lyrics hy Frank

| Stammers and mugie by Harold Orlob. In the cast are Ruby Norton,
| Clarence Nordstrom, Marion Sunshine and Stanley Forde.

WEDNESDAY At the Playhouse, George (1. Tyler will present “A Young

Man’s Fancy,” a new eomedy by John T. Melntyre, a writer of fiotion.

i Jeanne Eagels and Philip Merrivale have the leading parts.
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After the matinee, over tea and cug-
arcttes, AMiss Akins ecould no longer
shirk her plain duty as a lady author

1
we hav

being interviewed. She has had a®va 8700 00k 0w tHEY e
ried life, Her home is in St. Louls, by 1 me sorsidurable A1 of
Iwh.»rn she has been one of & mors or I ; e Auirustus
| leas Hohemian gl'uu‘p that includes the Thomax'a assics, Cyortwinly
poetess. Sara  Tensdale, They hove Cohan's 16! BRighnte' i
written poetry and have put on Y, a great play,

jend by a great deal of unorthodox¥ boen wrong

Fruffled the complacency of the south-
western city, William Marion Reedy,
that large minded editor, became inter-

literary standard, IERI
plovs would huve been perpetunted by
publication.®




