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Viewing Wreck of the
Nomnpartisan Bank

OMING than three

months after the conviction

of its leaders, Townley and

Gilbert, on charges of con-
spiring to preach disloyalty in the
United States, the National Non-
partisan League—an organization
of farmers through which political
control of the nation was to have
beéen achieved—again has umerged!
into an unfavorable limelight. The |
league’s principal financial backer, |
the Scandinavian-American Bank of
Fargo, has been declared insolvent, |
and the Bank of North Dakota, as
Fargo depository founded by the|
Nonpartisan League State Admin-

less

istration, is under investigation.
With the closing of the former the |
promoting efforts of President |

Townley and the unsound pecuniary
policy of the league have been re-
vealed.

Information furnished by the
North Dakota State Banking Board
shows that the Scandinavian-
American Bank loaned $143,824 di- |
rectly to the Nonpartisan League, |
$170,000 to one of the league's com- |
wmercial companies which was t0a|
have brought consumer and pfo- I
ducer together, $66,182 to the
league exchange, a corporation or-’
ganized to finance the politics of
the Nonpartisan League, and $47,-
950 to a corporation organized to
control a string of country news-
papers. In addition, several hun-
dred thousand dollars” worth of col- |

lateral appears to have been passed
over by the bank to the companies
while it was supposed to be held in
the bank as security for other loans.
Hundreds of thousands of dollars

[ of public sentiment could penetrate to
| the brain, if any. underneath "the thick

Bee,” which paper feels prompted
to warn the farmers as follows:

“Farmers and others who are in-
clined to join the Nenpartisan League
or any other group that promizes to
produce semething for nothing should
reflect that finally everything must be
settled for, and it ®enerally is the
membership that foots the bill in the

| end.” .

“It will take a good deal of ex-
plaining for the league *to square
itself with public opiniony’ says
“The Springfield Republican,” which]
essays the conclusion that “if it were
not sought in good faith the exhibit
is one of plain dishonesty,!” and
that “if the accommodation given
were sought in good faith the sit-
uation reflects most seriously on the
intellectual quality of the league
leadership.” -t

The Defense

The Nonpartisun League's de-
fence of its methods is brought out
in its own newspapers. '“The Fargo
Courier-News,” one of the leading

|
i
|

organs of the league, is taking the
principal part in this defence,
in doing so utilizes its news col-
umns as well as its editorial page
for the purpose of demonstrating|
that the bank accident is but a po-
litical plot of the league's‘ enemies,

An editorial from “The Courier-
News' attacks the integrity of the
officials responsible for the closing
of the bank and ascribes to them an
attempt “to wreck the state finan-
cially.” Heatedly the paper con-
tinues:

“Such an attempt could be made, of
course, only by men without any shred

aml |

of conscience or honor. It could bhe
made, however, only by men with skulls
so thick that no inkling of the etate

covering of bone. But all these quali-
fieations, lack of conscience and honor,

jimpenetrability of skull, together with |
|a veckless

ambition that stopped ut

| nothing in seeking its gratification, ars

in post-dated checks made out by
the farmers in favor of the league
formed the principal collateral for|
the direct loan of the league. These |
post-dated checks, it is stated, rep—|
resented about $3.500,000 collected
for political activity. *“Excessive
and without sound security” was the !
State Board’s dictum.

|

No Surprise i
These difficulties of the bank!
which has been aiding the Non-|

partisan League “will surprise no |

admirably
Hull, in

combined in Langler

imd|
Norm., Black and

in their

| lesser coudjutors and helpers. . . .

“And what use will Langer and his
crew be in the future, even tu big|
business, after it been  demon-
strated that they falsely alleged in-|
solveney apainst the leading farmers'
bank of the state, for the sole reasons |
of gralifying their personal ambition
und wrecking the farmers’ movement? |
Will the state then longer put up with |

L1l

such men?
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eactions to Domestic News

OB RULE, or decent,
orderly government?
Such is the question
raiserdd by the American
press since sporadic outbursts'in
dozen American municipalities wilh-
in the last few weeks.

L

Lynchings and mob uprisings that
have occurred with startling rvapid-
ity in widely scparated sections of

the country are regparded to a

Decrying the Mob Rule Spirit

on the Omaha and other race riots|have no more than their reasonabie
#North”

follows, classified under
and “Souoth”:

NORTH

percentage of criminally

te be here.”

Boston Transcript—

inclined.
They are here and they will continue

another point of view. It
than another race conflict,
other riot.”

SOUTH

is more
It 18 &n-

Wayside Points
Of View
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Thanks for the Ad, Champ

Champ Clark advised the people to “eat mush.” Next day the prica

great extent ag harbingers of con- |

ditions that might well causge alarm.
They are seen, for one thing, a4 in-
dicators of an increase in orime,
which, statistics disclose, has quin-
tupled in the last thirty years and
has niet no permanent check.

The race riots of Washinglon,
Chicago, Knoxville, Omaha, Mont-
gomery, and Elaine, Ark., stand
out in the news of mob actions.
Those at Montgomery and Elaine
are the most reecenl. The news-
papers see the Omaha viot, however,
as the most deplorable ~and the
most amazing of all race trouliles
that have occurred in years.

A symposium of press comment

|

(hnaha World-Herald—
“Shameful as the Omaha riot was, it
B if

is

less serious it were
Hut it
for this esuge or thal, ave gccurring
with alisturbing frequency all over the
Teud. The pariicular oxcuses
\s‘h|r_'h\1.lu-_~.‘ are based have exi.:l.wli
hefore, when no siots reaulted. The|
tendeney to riot can he aseribed only

wolil an ‘

tsolated cased not. Riots,

on I

“The sapirit of mob rule, however
prevalent, does not dominate the United
States. Intelligent Americans, almogt
to a man, are behind the order which
mukes immediately available for deal-
ing with riots, and mob outbreaks, the
armed forces of the United States.”

Seattle Post-Intelligencer—

“The Omaha inecident, wo rather

| Atlanta Constitution—

has hurled defiance

looks on—not a& a participant, but as
spectator—aghasl, oar regret of
what haz just taken place in Omaha
| being softened only by our thankful-
;ness that there is no danger of any
| such enormous manifestation of gross
| barbarity and lawless frenzy occurring

-

to o general broaking of the moral|think, is the beginning of the end of 10 our sectlon.”

fibre of the people, which seizes upon |

first one excuse, then another, for ex-
pression. That s the thing which the |
peaple of Omaha have to consjder, no
legs than the particular incidents of
Omaha trouble.”

the
Des Moines Register—

"The eolored people as a whele are
4 us=eful parct of cvery American ¢om-
they
aroonol o burden on anybody, they are
patriatie, theay
and

munity. They are industrions,

are trying to improve
theniselvis their position, they

\
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From The Quahia World-Herald

that sort of thing. . . .

“One can very easily sea how this
mob business will end. One conspicu-
ous example of guick retribution will
bring mob leaders to a realization of
the risk they run. There never was a
lynching mob that was not cemposed
of cowardly rabble, with only the
courage of the pack hunting a lone
vietim, A squad of soldiers sends
them ascurrying like rabbits.”

Los Angeles Times—

“Omeha is paying the price of per-
mitting ‘defiance of tho law to bha
preached and practised within
gates, of permitting a gathering of
vicious elemants, of suffering men to
be taught that a trade union is greater
than the Union of the 3tates. Expo-
rierice has proved that an affinity exists

between the walking delegates and the |

reds.””

Hartford Courant—

“Within a couple of days & negro was
lynehed in one American city, a mayor
nearly lynched, a $1,000,000 courthouse
burned and many persons killed and
wounded, by a crazy mob, while in
another community two negroes were
lynched and in still another fifty
armed men were scouring & woods for
another negro. This did not all occur in
bama in the Scuth and New Jersey «in
gperated. The disease
once 5o nearly confined
seems to be spreading,
epidemie "

of lynching,
to the South,
Is it to bocome

| Chicago Tribune—

“The Omaha riot seems to be even
clearer

and narrower in its wmeaning
|than the recent race viots in Wish-
];ingtun and Chicago. [If the first re-
| porta reaching us uave true in theip
emphasis, it wilf o series of attacks
| upon  white women which inflamed

vertain classes until thev loamed inta
the wild mob which defied conlrol.
This'is the race instinet at its decpest
and most ungovernable stage. e

"Hut the Omaha riot ought also to
be looked squarely in the face from

her

{ Louisville Courier-Journfl—

“The riots in Chicago, Boston, Wash-
ington, Omaha and a few other places
—they have been sporadic—have test-
{ed the patience of the upright citizen.
| The War Department iz wise in its
(measure. It paves the way to reveal
to American mobs that the American

zovernment hua abdicated none of its |
| lefty functions and has no intention |

| of deing so in faver of lawlesa agita-
tors and eriminals.”

Montgomery Advertiser—

“All right thinking people deplore
lynching, but it is wise to utter &
solemn truth, with the old, old lesson
brought home again, as long as there
are attempts at rape by black men,
red men, or yellow men on white
wonien there will be lynchings. Lyneh-

ings will end in America when there |

are ne longer attempts gl sssaull”

El Paso Times—

“The disgraceful fact is that the
Amearican pcnpie have not yet learned
to subordinate their passions to the
reign of law and order. The worst of
it is that there seems no solution to
the problem. For more than 50 years
sinca the negro has been free every
influence has been exerted to make

[the South. Nebraska in the West, Ala- | Bim & better citizen and to hold in

check the passions of the white man

| the East are (he states wheve the mobs | against him. Despite all that churches,

schools and newspapers can do, things
|ure getting worse instend of better.”

{New Orjeans Times-Picayune—

“The beast must be quelled, in the
individual and in the mob.
“To that end must be mustered the

Richmond Planet (Negro)—

tinue te do all in their power to re-
strain and control the bad colored peo-
!}.\]u and the good white people should

idu ull 1 their power to restrain and |

control the bad white people and tle
good white and colored people should
unite in their efforts to restrain and
control the bad white und colored peo-

“Again the spirit of mob violenee |
into the face of|
decency and Jaw, and again the South |

|
best thought of both races.” i
|
|

“The good ecolored people should con- |

of cornmeal went up in sympathy.—National Republicai.
| * o »
Or When
Race riots are like boils. 1t is never possible to tell where they arg
going to develop.—Toledo Blade.

* - -

Poet and Dramatist
At least the world should give d’Annunzio credit for dramatizing
world polities—Chicago Daily News.
& " £
Do It to Others
And the Golden Rule, that, too, is accepted with reservations it
accepted at all. It takes away our “sovereignty” if we go the whole hog—
Lincoln (Nebraska) State Journal.
B £l - 3

Reds—American and European

| From Tle St Lowis Flosf-ispntch

As for F

One may <till get five pennies fur a nickel.

Bright spot in high cost.
—Detroit Journal.

Of course you can still get up and carch the early worm, but 1t costs
iust as much as the later variety.—Memphic Commercin!

Appeal
. And Strikes
Strikes, it is estimated, have lost to lubor twenty-ive
=o far thig year. Somehady has to pay for this, and nobod
pays for anvthing.—Philadelphia Press.
Amended proverb—=Strike while the heail's lot.—7
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