
iWny^TeacherS DO Not Teach.By Frances Duncan Manning
Cilice Teaching Is Not Lucrative, Only

Opportunity for Service Can
Keep the Ranks Filled

t>" is a joyful reflection that per¬
haps Americanization may
strike not only the schools.

.eady it has dono that-.but the
iiool system itself.
There has been considerable dis-
ssion as to why the teacher no

nger chases his job. It is rather
' significant also that in this case, as
Í in that other depleted profession,
the ministry, the sole reason given
is lack of proper remuneration.

Teaching Hardly a "Get
Rich Quick Scheme"
Yet I do not believe this is the

rnly reason why teaching has ceasec
to "draw," any more than it is th<
sole reason for a decreased interés
in the ministry. The greatest re
Hgious leaders in the past were no

engaged in that work because it wa
lucrative. Often it proved quite th
opposite, involving loss of money
position, nr.il even brought pcrsecu
tion. Never have men or women o
the highest ability gone into teach
ing as a "'get rich quick scheme." I
they wanted money they pockete
their teaching enthusiasm and di

j something else.
f I have known cases where wome

Iof high teaching ability have chee:
fully and deliberately turned the:
backs upon a job in the city schoo
arid taught mountain whites at
trifling salary foi sheer love.«
teaching.
I The profession of teaching, 1Í1
the job of domestic housework, h

the effect of the. tremendous i
crease in variety of occupations f

,t« n. Xot so many years a,
aching was the only profession f

en, as their only gainful indi
try was sewing or domestic lab«
11 a woman he] any education at 8
lie taught ; if sh< ha Int, there w

. work. As to the ease of ent<
g the tea "¦. the w

wa ^o well worn it seemed alm<
a chute. A girl el i would be i

Into the educational hopper and a

teacher with a public school ap¬
pointment would como out at the
other end.

Now, a woman does not have to
teach for a livelihood If she doesn't
want to, any more than sho has to
marry for a home or enter domestic
sen-ice. She can drive, a motor truck,
or run a dairy, or edit a newspaper;
she can be a solicitor, or a condtiet-
orette, a movie actress or a farmer.
All this female versatility which
formerly was penned into the re¬

spectable fold of teaching now finds
its individual place, which is far
more interesting for the individual
woman, but not so interesting for

I boards of education and school eom-

mittees, for it decreases the former
ample supply of "cheap labor"
which, in earlier years, could be
drawn upon to an unlimited extent.

Machine-Made Teacher»
Fit the System
The teaching profession will be

none the worse for this shortage; a
raise of pay, like the raise of pay
in domestic service, will be the first
result; the more important change
will be that only men and women
with a love for teaching and real
teaching ability will enter the pro¬
fession.
But there is this fact to reckon

with.the better the teacher the
less she will care to take a job under
the system, for the system was built
to fit the former bountiful supply of
machine-made teachers. Under 11
the better teachers suffer abomi-
nally, original thinking is penalized
the rewards go to the more mechan
ical teacher-.to her with iron nerve;
and leathern sensibilities, \\ host
ideal of service is the unthink
ing obedience of the Light Brigade

This sert of thing may be gooc
militarism, good and effective Prus
sip.nism, but it isn't democracy anr
it isn't Americanism.not as Wash
ington or Thomas Jefferson under
stood it. And this is the sort o

thing which Ja expected of our pub¬
lic school teachers. What our boards
of education really want seems to be
an army of intellectual mercenaries.
Why should a woman of brains,

ability, force, enthusiasm and
the gift of leadership, of which
stuff the best teachers are made,
enter an intellectual treadmill, put
her individuality into cold storage
and accept the job of doing as she
is told, even having ready-to-talk
opinions handed out to her?

The Psychologist and
The Board of Education

It is always easier to observe de¬
fects at a liltle distance, rather
than in our own city, the mote in the
brother's eye always being more no¬

ticeable. Therefore, the attention of
the reader is invited to the way the
system works in a nearby large
town. Here, it is asserted, a teacher
must not attend too closely, nor

with too much interest, the meetings
of the Parents' and Teachers' Asso¬
ciation, or she "gets in bad," ns the
expressive slang phrase is, with the
Board of Education, for at euch
meetings she is quite likely to hear
that venerable body criticised. In¬
deed, the wholo attitude of the board
to constructive criticism is interest¬
ing and illuminating.
Tho head of the psychology de¬

partment of the State University
challenged the board to a public de¬
bate of questions of school pol¬
icy in regard to subnormal chil¬
dren, and the only answer of that
august body was the fretful insist¬
ence that the university "make theii
professor shut up." Whereupon the
professor liglithoartedly suggested
that the tests applied to pupila be
applied also to the members of th<
Board of Education and offered th«
services of his psychologic clinic st

that the tests for initiative, for con
cent ration, and for other usefu
mental qualities be applied, that thi
citizens might know what they wen

getting. But I believe the only re
suit was that he again was told ti
"shut up."
Yet the revolting professor ha;

had remarkable success in the train
¡ng of backward and subnorma
children and the city might reason

ably have profited by his coopera
tion. The whole problem of back

ward children is closely related to
juvenile delinquency, and that one

child who might bo trained for a life
of usefulness is permitted to grow
up a probable delinquent, with a pos¬
sible prison existence, is a matter of
more legitimate concern to tho com¬

munity than that the board of edu¬
cation preserve their dignity.
Let the Music Master
Teach Music

Another instance shows plainly
the sad workings of the system.
One of the schools had as its director
of music a young organist of ex¬

ceptional ability. Ono would sup¬
pose the selection of music, would de¬
volve upon him rather than on the
school principal, who had no musical

'training. Evidently the mastc mas-'
ter thought so, for when the princi¬
pal gave to tho children for learning
a popular sorig, on the ethical and
musical plane of "Love Mc While
the IiOving Is Good," the musician
objected, snying that the children
should be taught better music.

Then followed a sort of educa¬
tional court-martial, a star-chamber
proceeding, and tho music master
¡was dismissed! Hereafter any mu-
sician, if he have any regard for hin
art and his conscience, will think
twice before taking a position un-

I der that city's school system. No
real musician will want the job, and
tho loss to the school children and

! the community is a gravo one. And
I why should wo allow reactionary

bonrds of education to practise
Prussianism on th« teachers, while
he teachor, having thai

tpected to tench democracy!
Représentation on

The Board of Education
Tho teachers .

salaries- certa
demand th
duco democracy Into the
have the backing of
in the d ai i Th« y iul !

mnnd adequate re:

the teachers on Ii
tlon. Associations
should be repr«
rning bodj Suppi . n

tain district,
ents (or mints ai

teachers and an advisory
tee of experts got t«
schools could be adapt« i to
reeds of the dl ...

tit-hand agency for Bocial, r«

and recreational betterment be
ized. If ever there w« e a cil
where a wide vai iatioi
necessary if. is Now York, if
there were an opportunity for w« n

derful educational achi« men1 ¡t
here in New York.
Tho marvellous opportuniti«

poignantly appealing eagerness o

the children and young
every nationality, must fairl
clamor at the men and women wh
are gifted as teachers with th« r ;'

sistent demand. Hut between <:

man and woman and the woi ?
r.re fitted to do there of'1
the disheari ening and
harrier of a cast ;ron sj tern, a

get to the work they have I
nounce their most precious ';,::
most valuable endowm 'tit. Wh.i
man or woman wishes to make th
sacrifice? It is us if we Bet a v.

linist or a pianist to teach mu
took away from each his in ti
and gave him instead a phoi
and a few popular recor Is
by some one who, perhaps,
tie of music. What wonder that ,;

best musicians are not <

rushing for the job!
Freedom in
Organization

This experiment int«
esting: to let the t '."-s thci
selves organizo tho education in
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Women Doctors«, East and West, on Shoes, Feet and
TO THINK that the day should

e*\ er thi women of
the Or: til Id tell the

wo . n of the We: : v. 7,-:' to wear on

their feet! Although foot binding;
was never a Japanese custom, the
grotesque practice Is so associated
.with the East in tl e minds of West
ernera that to have a Japanese
W<bman berate our "si nsible" Amer¬
ican shoes calls f rth many a smile.
JThat is, it does at :.-..

But when .'-:" go is on to say that

7]
Wmk

Dr. Tomo Inouve

the introduction of American shoes
into Japan caused the women of that
country to have many physical ail¬
ments they had never known before,
even shoo manufacturers and ex-

¦*.> j>ort men may pause to listen and
consider.

r. Tomo Inouye is the Japanese
leJAgate to the International Con¬
fer. nee of Women Physicians, which
" vf^-inding up a six weeks' session

tinder the auspices of the Y. W,

C. A. Dr. Inouye has little kindly
feeling toward American shoes. She
has treated the ailments of Japa¬
nese women who wore them.
And when she attacks American

shoes in her gentle, courteous Ori¬
ental way, she does not refer to the
high-heel contraptions that every
one concedes are silly, especially
the women who wear them. No, she
means our sensible, low-heeled walk¬
ing shoes. Of course, tho high-
heeled ones aro included.

"I think your American shoes are

bad," she said last week, and thrust
forward her miniature foot, clad in
a round-toed, flat-heeled oxford;
"They are always too tight. They
are too stiff. I have worn them
since September 0, and my feet hurt
for the first time in my life.

The Wabble Walk
la Not Graceful
"Many of the young women in

America look ridiculous, because
when they walk, they wabble. Even
when they take off their shoes they
do not know how to walk, and they
still wabble. They wear the very
high heels. Even the low-heeled
shoes you have are bad for your
feet. Too much support is given
to the arch, and to the ankle. They
do not have a chance to become
strong themselves. The ligaments
are weak. In Japan we often turn
our feet over, turn our ankles, I
believe you say. But it does not

hurt us because our ligaments are

strong. Many persons in this
country sprain their ankles and
suffer badly just from turning their;
feet. That is because their feet
and ankles are not strong.

"Most of your shoes pinch your;
toes together like this," she went on,
squeezing the fingers of one hand to-
gether toward the first finger.
"Toes should be spread out and
each one stronger! itself."

In Behalf of
Japanese Footgear

Dr. Inouye has been one of the
notables at the conference of
women physicians. She is small,
even for a Japanese woman. Her
responsiveness and eagerness to
learn from tho doctors of other
countries have made her one of the
most popular persons in the con-

fere nee. She goes to all the extra-
official meetings and has taken in
all the sightseeing trips arranged

! lor the visitors.
She insists that every one inter¬

ested in the welfare of the feet see
her exhibit of Japanese shoes and
stockings and learn from it. There
are several kinds of shoes.the flat
grass sandals, with rubber soles;
lightweight wooden sandals, shaped
something like short rockers, of a

thickness that lifts the whole foot
from tho ground, and wooden san-
«!ais on high pegs for muddy
weather. The stockings would hard-

ly be called stockings in this land
of artistio hosiery advertisements.
They are of heavy cotton cloth,
shaped to the foot and fastened in
the back. They come just to the
ankle. Each stocking is mudo some¬

thing like a mitten, having a sep¬
arate stall for the great toe. They
have little insoles, so that the wearer

can go stocking-footed in the house.
Beautiful Are ^
The Sandalled Feet
Tho merits of this footwear are

shown in Dr. Inouye's own feet. She
is fifty years old and has almost
perfect feet. She smiles over our

feet in a way not unkindly, but de¬
cidedly pitying. Rational shoes and
correct posture aro two of her hob¬
bies. In recommending the shoes of
her own country she did not offer
them as substitutes for the Ameri¬
can all-leather footgear. It may
have occurred to her that sandals
wouldn't last long on cobblestones.
The one thing she insisted on was

that American women pinched their
feet; that American shoes are ton
tight.

Dr. Inouye posed for some cor¬

rect posture moving pictures, made
by Carlyle Ellis, of the Autographed
Films. Mr. Ellis is making these
educational pictures of Dr. Inouye's
feet and their clothing for the Y. W.
C. A. They will be shown before
working girls and school girls. The
beauty of Dr. Inouye's bare feet may
tako the edge off the tasto of

many young women for high heels |
and pointed-toed shoes.
The American Woman
Doctor Speaks
Among our American physicians

who are strong advocates of sanity
in footwear, is Dr, Florence Mere¬
dith, director of the New York
Health Centre for Women, which
is conducted under the auspices of
the Y. W. Ci A. She "prescribes"
sensible shoes for all of her patients.
She herself wears them. And she
agrees with the Japanese doctor's
opinions on American shoes in gen¬
eral.

"Unquestionably Dr, Inouye is
right in attributing part of the in¬
crease in women's ills to the Ameri¬
can shoe," said Dr. Meredith. "The
main objection to any shoe that
takes the heel very far off the floor
is that it upsets the equilibrium of
the whole body. In doing this the
pelvis is invariabîy thrown for¬
ward. This gives a hollow back at
the waist line and a bulging, sag¬
ging abdomen. The relation of
the abdominal organs is thus dis
turbed and their circulation inter¬
fered with. Boor posture of thii
type is responsible for much diges
tive and pelvic trouble.

"1 have in mind one pirl who cam«
to the Centre, determined to mak<
every effort to correct her physi
cal defects. She balked on thi
shoes, however, net because shi

was not willing to complj
suggestions, but because sho
to spend the money for si
their pr< ..'.' | rie« s as a i ttei
principle. Whin she found, v

ever, that the deep cur
back persist ed, and thai
not get prop« ' control
abdominal muscles,
rnised and bougl
heels, all hou rh of].-t
good qualities. Tl
but every feature sho to h« r

shoes to make them more like real
fee-, the easier si e will :

posture and grac 'ful, ea y gail
the less she will be troubled wit':
aches and pains directly or in¬
directly due to her f« '.

Low Heels, Straight
Lines, Flexible Soles
"Low heels are pr« bablj the fi

thing to see to; l".t. a cl e ec
is tho straight in:.er line of
si,ne. The foot is meant to e .:

straight line from heel to toe, and
the big toe is sup;. - I I > do ü

great deal of the balancing of *

body, which it cannot do wh< '.

cramped out of position. Moreover,
bunions result*from a shoe that
shoves the big toe toward the mid¬
dle of the foot. Make this toe .. at
it ought to be, the !.«y to balancing,
If the shoes you are, wearing ar«
not doing this, discard them. It is
a difficult thing to say just how
but it is necessary.
"The next point, of almo >t e [ual
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