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Brook

¥ By Herbert Flint

] Late last week this mystery
rematned altogether wunsolved.
It is one of the most extraordi-
nary cases tn recent years.

HRILLS for the

plots for'a Hawthorne, mys-

tery for a Sherlock Holmes

and psychological material

for a Freud or a William James ar.
all furnished by Brooklyn's “Phan
tom Lover” case. Nothing late last

week lacking except a complete ex
nlanation, a hero or heroine, th
identity of the villain and a motiv
The story covers a year’s time. 1
began last November, when Mis

Loderhose, of 1447 Dearn

Street, met and fell in love with a

r. A. William Hoffmann, of Brook-

Millbrook, and

Cal., in the

Naval Medical Corps and a million-

Suaphie

v, Long Island,

Paszadena, lieutenant

re. Dr. Hoffmann was also pos-

sessed of a distinguished looking
ather, also a doctor, and u sister
whom Miss Loderhouse had known.
chie says, six years ago, while both
itended the Broeklyn Girls’ High

School.

1
i

Miss Loderhose lives with a much
Another
P. Phillips; of 817
Misa
Loderhose's father, who died in 1915,
$£20,000 to his widow and

which some §3,000
went to each of the sisters. Mrs,

alder sister, Miss Emilie.
sster is Mrs. W,

‘utnam  Avenue. Brooklyn.

oft some
iaurhters, of
nderhose has since died.

For about ten years Miss Sophie
attended
Lautheran Chureh,
vhich the Rev. John C. Holthusen is

She is twenty-six years old,

one of her family has
Emmanuel

nastor

slonde, with very dark eyes. She

15 8

Iways led a sheltered life of re-
inement and comfort, and, accord
ng to the neighbors, Mr. Loderhosa
vas strict with his daughters. She
was a regular church attendant and
mixed socially in church affairs, She
ilso wrote a little and read widely.
A poem of hers, of more than ama-
veurish quality, entitled “The Christ

‘ace," was published last January in
he church paper.

According to her sister Emilie,
sSophie was anything but flashy in
ter dress and was not noticeably ex-
jewelry, A
girl,
would shrink in horror from anx-

iravagant with quiet,

home-loving, studicus who

z of an outré or morbidly sensa-

“lonal nature—that is the sister's
vieture 'of Sophie.
The Man

Then last November Dr, A, Wil-

i1 came into her life

=3

appeared to inspire love at first
ght In March Miss

nounced her engagement and ex-

Loderhose

ihited

a handsome four-carat dia-

nont ring valued, it is =aid; at

S0

Hardly & day passed without some

St

it evidence of her lover's wealth.

nement and devotion being shown,

tiretids, eandy, jewelry, telephone

nessqages, some of them from Mill-

¢, others from the snitor's home

Pasadena, Cal,, rarely failed.

mmetimes the two would talll over

for an hour at a time.

TERETe

Folowinge @&

the
1 Mareh, when he lay il
15 home in Millbrook, Dy, Hoff-

went to Call-

severe attack of

1enza 11

his heme in

for his health, and also, it

ater turmed out, to preparc his

poing
e sent the engagement rving by his

bride’s home. Before

ster Bdna, Miss Loderhose roceiv-
ng it from the sister in Manhattan.

ey BoTmann's and
o

ther members of the family, except

illness tle-

arfure California  prevented
Miss Emilie, from seeing anvthing
of him.
called their
On one oceasion he was ac-
ompanied by his father, a distin-
ruished

He three times at

10me,
looking  physician with
1!”'
The father and sister were entirely

il

reav beard, and sister Edna

N keeping with the wealth and cul-
of the The

J'asadena home, 4 picture of which

ure millivnaire son.
Miss Sophie kept in a scraphook,
tore vuat chis view.

of |

1

According to Miss Emelie, |

f ek Gprings, Ind.

lovelorn, '

Failed at the Eleventh Hour

Strange Case of a Wedding Which

lyn’s Mysliery of the Phant

i

Ry

y .

The altar at which the ceremony was to have been per-

formed. It was planned to

cut through the four fron:

peiws so that the bridal procession could use the middle

aisle.  This picture shows the present organ, which Dr.

Hoffmann, the “phantom lover,” was to replace with «
$50.000 instrument

ants were to be Miss Marie A, Shay |
and Miss Edna Hoffmann and the
four bridesmaids, Miss Anna Schrie- |
fer, Miss Evelyn McKay, Mrs. John |
Jay Gould (Marjorie McKay) and |
Mrs. Charles Evers, of Boston.
Marion Hoffmann and Rita Vollmer,
a sister and cousin of the bride-
groom, were to be flower girls.
Harry N, Schrieren, of Manhattan,
was numed a8 the groom's best man,
and the oshers were to be Dr. John
Cochrane, Richard
Vollmer, Henry Haase, John Ober-
mayer and Robert McKay, of Man-
hattan,

of Baltimore;

All of these persons, it has
since developed, were unknown to
the Loderhose family excopt Miss

Anna Schriefer,
Ready for Wedding

While
honor of Miss Loderhose were given,

showers and parties in|
Emmanuel Lutheran Church became
the center of the wedding prepara-
tions. Though the church has a
rand pipe organ, it was the wish of |
the groom to gife it a new $50,000
pipe organ. The offer was conveyed
to the pastor, who took it up with |
Liis pavishioners. The church was |
b

20,000 worth of flowers heing use(.!,l

also 1o elaborately decorated, |

and gongbivds were to be released
ineing the ceremony.
An

vhiirch,

alteration  iu the
Miss
sired, served to impress the wedding

The

church was built after plang which

untmal

which Loderhose de-

plans upon the church leaders,
wor the first prize at the Chicago

Waorld's IPair.

the first four rows of seats extended

1t so happened that

clear acioss the roon, o that there
was no center aisle for the hvidal
procession.

What would o wedding be without
unn unobslructed passageway for the
So it
was planned to saw through the four

wedding party to the altar?

offending pews.
Then,

wedding set for November 11, the

on October 29, with the

crash came. Miss Sophie got a long-
call from French
It told her tha:
Dr. John Cochrane, the best man,

aistunee phone

and his chauffeur had been instantly |

killed in an automobile accident,

{and that Dr. Hoffmann himself waai

From March to QOctober 29 Miss:

sophie spent preparing for her wed-
Ainz on November 11. In every de-

i day a call came saying Dr. Hoff- ‘ »uges,

seriously injured. The following'

mani’s condition had taken a serious!

her brother-in-law insert a death
notice “The Brooklyn DaiI_\'t
Eagle.”” It told of her fiancé's
death, adding that the Mayo broth-‘
(|
i
|
l

in

ers, of Rochester, Minn., had been
about to operate on Dr, Hoffmann
when he died.

At this point the strain on the
credulity of Miss Loderhose’s church
friends, who had witnessed the wed-
ding preparations without ever see-
Ing I.he groom-to-be, proved too
much, Dr. Holthusen was deluged |
with phone calls from anonymous
persons calling attention to the death
notiee and characterizing it as part
“The Brocklyn
Daily Eagle"” was similarly deluged.

of a gigantic hoax,

It had elready happened that in
the summer, while on his vacation,
Dr. Holthusen had met a prominent
resident. of Millbrook, Long Island,
and had learned on casual mention |
of Dr. Hoffmann that no such man |

|
|
|

A

Mhatos by Kapiud Sovidca

was known in Millbraok. Dr. Holt. | YO+ 1447 Dean Street. Borough of ‘Brooklyn, where the

husen, with “The Fagle," promptly |

Loderhose girls live. It was

here that Miss Sophie Loder-

started an investigation, which | hose received the many long-distance telephone calls from

speedily showed:

1. That Dr. Hoffmann and fam-
ily were not known at his sup-
posed home, at 379 Clinton Ave- |
nue, in Millbrook, or in Pasadena.

.1

d. That no autemobile aceident
causing the death of three persons
occurred in French Lick Springs,
Tzl

. That no such man was known
to the family at whose home Dy,
Hoffmann was said to have met
Miss Loderhose.

4. That no one had ever known
of or scen Dr. Hoffmann's father,
sister or cousin, or any of the wed-
ding attendants except Miss Anna
Schriefer.

Telegrams

In spite of this sceming fraud, the
mystery deepened immediately after
the death announcement. Some 250
telegrams of sympathy began to
pour into the Loderhose home
over the telephone {from Western
Uaion. Many of them wete slgned

by dislinguished perdons, such az

William Howard Taft and Vineent
Mrs.
with her two prostrated sisters when

Astor. Phillips was present

many of these messages arrived.

No address was given on the mes-

Then followed telephone calls|

‘all it promised to be that of ajlurn. Later came a message saying from some unknown person saying

Millionaire’s.

|
Miss Loderhose was prostrated |

Elaborate wedding ' he was dying, and finally a third an- . that all would be explained in time.
gowns were proposed and expeasive | nouncing his death.
invitations issned. The wedding re- |

Then a _ note was slipped under

the door saying, among other |

cidea that

to look for a connection

the sun will shine through the

clouds again—sit tight and do not

trouble us and we will see that vou

are not troubled,”

What 1nakes the case the o
baffling is that from the stert the
natural tendency of outsiders to

charge a hoax on the part of Miss
Loderhose has been recognized by
the Loderhose sisters uand  the
brother-in-law, Mr. Phillips, and was
In a

this point Miss Emilic said:

frankly faced. stalement on

“I want to clear up the absurd

faked

ruance from start to finish,

my the
IT 2he

ure

aister 1"~

did this, then how can any ac-
count for the telephone calls which
I and others know actually were re-
ceived? There was nothing mythi-
The bell would
would answer.
the

¢ause of my difficulty in hearing

cal about these calls.
ring and my sister
I seldom answered phone be-
over ik’
Miss
equally frank in explaining the loss
of ahout %4,000 worth of jewels
ST

*'she said, "but it is ridiculous

Emiliv Loderhose WHE

last December, is true I lost

these,

]

between

[ this loss and the engagement ring

received by my sister in February.
The loss, which was annoying but
not serious, occurred while 1 was
motor car with

riding in & my

brother-in-law on Christmas night.

ception was to be held in the most | with grief. She donned mourning, | things: “We are very sorry we had | I sssumed that the jewelry, which

axclugiva bokel in Brooklmn. Aitend-| rafused herself to callars, and kad to do gl this,

¢

< d

If vou do as we say

was in a pocketbook, simply fell

{

the suitor who is now looked upon as a myth

from the car.
fuiled."
At the sam
such a ernel hoax could be sugeested
Ly Miss Loderhese or her friends
Was it Sha
wealthy,  On the contrary, the an

woney? was not
thor of the hoax must have spent
several thousand «dollars upon Miss
Loderhose.

What is the
good of notoriety if no one knows

Was it notoriety?
who vou are? The unknown joker
cevtainly had failed in that,

Wus it simply the honx of some
with an
holical sense of humor? What could

rich person
bhe meore eruel than to raise a girl's
hopes in marriage and then crush
her before family and friends at the
steps of the altar?

Or is the casze simply a psycholog-
ical study fit for a William James

or & Freud-—where not one person

 but several are bound up in a psy-

chological tangle?

Testing vavious solutions of a

mystery by the process of elimina- |
tion i3 one way of solving a prob- |
For example, test the fact 0!:

lem.
[)r. Hoffmann's existence.

Dr. Hoffmann was deseribed as

wearing a naval lieutenant's uni-
his picture, which has
been destroyed, showed him in al

form, but

sack suit. Those who saw it de-

seribe it as a theatrical looking pie- |

ture of a man with a thin face.
Why was the picture destroyed?

4

A

All efforts to find it

time no motive for

irontcal, dia- |

Lxterior of Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, where guin,

om Love

“deer has appeared from the brain

|gide (from behind) upon the retina
|of the over-eager sportsman, in re-
sponse to suggestion made by move-
ments of bushes.

“Images of relatives are often
| placed upon the retinas of search-
ers at the morgue, eo strongly that
attendants have to be constantly
{on guard against false identifica-
{tion of people who have lost their
| lives.

“Sincere membere of the elergy
have actually seen liquefaction of
the blood of St. Januarius, which
13 said to oceur on a certain date
al the famous Bleeding Heart of

Pitou. Thousands of pilgrims have
been attracted to the shrine and
cured (by suggestion) of many ail
ments when touched by the mirac-
ulous blood.

“In this case there is not a prl-
mary retinal impression of liquefy
ing blood, but the retina receiven
that impression from brain cells
which are stimulated by the psyeh:
place an ecarnestly wished foo
upon the retina. The
retina in such a case actually see:
hquefaction of blood and produces
4 primary retinal

ti

IMPression

image.

“The spiritualist actually sees de
parted friends. The negro who it
fearful while approaching a grave
vard in the full of the moon to
ecure the hind leg of a rabbit ac.
ually sees the ghost. He sees the
kind of ghost he was expecting t
see.

Captain Kidd

“Thia case is not half =g strang.
us the case of a New Jersey farme
I noticed in the paper last week It
vou recall, a negro woman dreame:
that $2,000,000 in had bee:
buried on a farm by Captain Kidd
The owner of the farm s=old it to an
other man, who paid a part of th
purchase price contingent on the
ireasure being found. They turne
in and tore up the entire farm witl
SUCCess, [he court has rule
the buyer is released from his ba

gold

out

Can you imagine anythi

the wedding of Miss Loderhose and Dr. Hoffmann was M"r® 8bsurd? Yet those people :

scheduled to take place.

This structure, by the way, took

a prize at the Chicago World’s Fair

It might be thought of as the first
find
Published broadeast

Iand mest obvious means to
the impostor.
it might have resulted in his being
recognized under his true name and
exposed. Were humiliation and dis-
appointment strenger to Miss TLo-

i
'
(4

erhese than the desire to publish
the picture and punistt the author
|

aof her unhappiness?

Other slight inconsistencies have
perplexed those who have been fol-
lowing Miss Loderhose's story. She
let 1t

ment that ghe had been to a pirls’

be known in one announce

school in Baltimore, which it is not
known she ever attended,  She also
tald that
ting for the hridal party would not

chureh friends rown-1it-
start until & week before the wed-
ding. This would have prevented
the gowns being ready in time, it
is argued, because of the extrava-
rant seale on which the wedding was

planned.
More Mystery
The fact that, so far, the places

the
randy and other gifts sent Migs Lo-

wheve the ring, the Howers,

'dg‘l'lm‘.-iu were purchased have not
vet been found andds to the mys-
tery of the case. The arrival of

messages after the death announce-
shiow
that the hoax is not yet completed,

ment, which would tend to

further complicates the mystery,

1f, as Miss Emilie Loderhose says,
has the
story;

her sister not invented

whole calls and
messages continue to arrive even
“vhen the third i3 present,

then some one has spent a lot of

if phone

gister

money on & cruel hoax for no ap-
parent motive.

As a love mystery, as a Haw-
thorne tale, and Sherlock
Holmes case for detectives, the case

a3 n

as it stands to-day depends upon
finding the unknown sender of gifts,
phone calls and &0 on.

What of the problem as n study
for Freud or Williarmi James?

Some light is thrown on the case
by Dr. Robert T. Morris, the emi-
nent New Yeork surgeon and writer.
Dr. Morris takes the view that this

may be a borderland case of type
where one person’s seeing, hearing
and believing things which others do
Dr.
Miss Loder-

| not eredit is a part of reality.
Morris feels sure that

| hose's fiancé and family never ex-

desired to

| love emerged, and she saw him

| whom they were suggested may
[ have.

“In scienfific psyebology nothing
1= abnormal,” =said Dr. Morris, in
prefacing hi= comments to a Trib-
une reporter. “Apparentiy this case

is like many others, where sincere,

with the

worda of mystery and also convie-

honest people, speaking
tion, were believed for a time, he-
cause mystery and conviction, sug-
gesting action, are positive,

“Both Miss Sophie and .\‘lmf Em-
ilie: say they have seen Dr. Hoff-
manu and Lis family, but no one else
I do not doubt for an instant
thaf the fwo sis Houoff-

has,

ters zaw the

manns, Lét me allustrate

“People see and |

elieve as they

desire. The wish is the father to

the ohject seen. If Miss Sophie Lo-
derhose, all her life inclined to lead
a solitary life, should have secretly
have a beau like other
girls, it is not impossible that out of
her dream desires in time the real
in
real life, though others may not haye

done =0,

“Let me illustrate again. A man
perhaps has eaten apples during his
whole lifetime, vet he probably can-
not tell you how many seed compart-
He has
perhaps bought or caught codfish all
hig life, but cannot tell the number

ments there are in an apple.

of fins a codfish carries. This same
man may he ready to give quite an
accurate description of the hoop-
snake, which never existed. From
the tales told at the country <tore
his imagination has pictured a con-
crete form of snake which is imper-
ishable because there are no facts to

be entered in denial of his picture.

Other Images

“The disturbed brain which ordi-
narily retains retinal images may
be o stimulated by intense thought
u4s to place other images upon the
retina, and under these circuni-
stances tho individual is porfecily
sincere in stating that the things

were seen, for they were seen,

“Images have been  actually
placed vpon the retina from behind
b

quite ay real as images placed upon
the retina from in front.

“The
‘sees’ things,

v disturbed brain cells. These are

child

When one man shoots

imaginative actually

another for a deer in the woods it

Iis.u:d. although some persona ‘rJ_\"is probable that the image of the

'y

|

like the

“A= ]
nothing
of fact,
often

rest of us, and voters
said, in sclentific psycholo
13 abnormal. Az a matt.
strange actions are mor
the result of physiclogic
conditions than psychic conditions
"A certain psychosis is the res
of activity of a certain toxin. Wi
for example, d0 we think nothing
the ravinps of a typhoid patient
canfine other raving persons in san
toriums? Given a certain microby
excess In a certain caze and the bu
teriologist of the future will tell t
psyvchol what emotinn he is
anticipate in that individusl. Ps
chologists  will th

then predict
course and influence of that parti
ular emotion its sociologic
bearings.

und

“Hysteria {= not to be used a:
terrible reproach. It is merels
common form of demonstration o
toxie sensitization of protoplasm, I
Iz characteristic of the hysterie 1.
deceive, to produce startling results.
to mystify, and to remain concenli
—all at the same time,

“Some hysterics appear to sim
late purposely and they have suc
oraving for sympathy that elaborat
plans are sometimes laid by the
for the purpose of encaging symp:

thy. Dereption by the hvsterie ret
resents 4 compensation The kee
insight and remarkable scope

vision which these morbidly sens
tized peopl wtimes have woull
lead fur astray were it not fo:
our knowledge of th UNCATINY de
sire o  deceive g a matter of

assified fact”

‘But.,” bjected to In
Morris, “vou i leaving the sister
[Kmilie mt of the ¢ass \H this
vear she has been witness to her
sister's love affair, the presents, the
tedephones eall It Irr. Hoffmann
did not really exist 18 it not reason
ahle to suppose that Miss Emilis
would have discovered that fact?
Would it be possible for Misa So
phie’s belief 1 a lover to be taker

up by the sister and acted vut alse?"”

“1t would,” said Dr. Morrie
“Nothing is commoner. Unconsclous
suggestion would do all that, If
the two sisters were of the same
type what one believed would be
s0 strongly suggested to the other

that both would
hear the

||>’.|I!".'l.‘. see and
things, I know of
nany casee like that, and the per.
|sons who so belhieve wWhat ocinees
know Lo be swbsura are otnerwise as
sensible us you and 1

same

“Suggestion

than

i much stronger
people realize, and is uneon-
seiously  communicable. 1f Misa
Fmilic had rejoiced in her sister's
,coming marriage she would have
l'rvv--n'ed the suggestion all the mora
. readily.

“Why is it if you call & Bedford
number on the Bryant telephone e
change the eperator is likely to give
you a Bryant Because
she {8 unconsciously ready to hear
Bryant.,”

All of which does not
“phantom lover"
Loderhoze drama.

a

number?

solve the
wystery of the




