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.How the Average American

[

Since the beginning of
war in Ewrope. in August,
1914, the cost of living has
risen 73. per cent in the
United States.

Whether or not the final
 eltitude record - has been
reached on'y thé months
~ahead can tell.

Spends

His Dollar

9 per cent; sundries, third, with 5
per cent; shelter, a close fourth,
| with 4.9 per cent. The triplets—
fuel, light and heat—showed no
change.

The average man probably does
not know just what percentage of
his income goes normally for this
and that daily necessity. The aver-
age family, consisting of husband,
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W The item showing the
greatest increase is elothing;
-the second is food; mnert
‘eomes  sundries; and the
fourth is fuel, Light and heat.
" In eight major industries
_of the United States the rise
adn wages of men has exceed-
ed the rise in the cost of liv-
‘ing, their hourly earnings
ihaving gone up from 74 to
112 per cent.

In the following article the
“facts concerning these all-im-
_portant matters are present-
ed graphically and in com-
splete form for the first time.
e—Report of the National Indus-
Yrial Conference Board.

wife and three children, will spend
about 43 per cent of the income for
food; rent will take I8 per cent;
clothes will figure out around 13
per cent; 8 per cent will go to warm
the home, to light it and cock the
r foed; theatres, fares, newspapers,
| magazines, savings, and a host of
‘uther sundries will use up the re-
| maining 20 per cent. This division
remains about the same, whether ap-
plied to an income in 1919 or back
in the days before the war,

Family Basis

How much should a family have to
| live well? There is considerable talk |
| about the American standard of .
| living. There is no such standard.

{ There are prebably as many stand-
ards there incomes and |
families to spend them. The United
States Bureau of Labor Statistics |

: INCE the war began in 1914 as
S the cost of living has gone

ap 73 per cent. 1t did not
3 g'op climbing when the war
;ehéed. There is no evidence lh'at.
it;hhas stopped climbing to.day. The
‘man who calls statistics by their
first name has no more assurance | the report continues, “that the aver-
than the lowliest coniplainer. He|age family is slowly starving, bub
L"‘ém only hope. ‘hat it is being maintained at a|

are

says that if a man is earning less |
than $1,800 a year his family iz suf- J
fering from underfeedine and under-

nourishment.

"

“This does not mean,

wThe one certain thing about it is
that old H. C, L. is trying to carry
o all medals for alt’tude records.
 Where have high prices hit the
hardest? Most people can rattle off
the answer: In what we eat and
what we wear.

lower than normal degree of health |
and efficiency.” .

On the face of it that is a pretty'
discouraging statement. But the re-
port dbes not regard the gituation ag
hopeless. It points a way out, main-
that the most eMcacious
remedy is not higher wages, “but,
rather,

taining

But most people would get the
erder wrong. So much is heard of
the advance in food prices that the
pvopular notion has it that food leads ) |
in the upward movement. This is| € i the art of keeping house, with!
rot correct. What we eat has gone |. emphasis on diets.” This does not
vp 90 per cent, while what we wear| Me&n that there are not as good
has advanced an even 100. Third | Nousekeepers to-day as in grand-
place, asidc from sundries, in' the 'Mother’s time. What it does mean
contest goes to the three-part com- |15 that there is a lot in this house-
bination, fuel, heat and light, with | keeping business that the average

| housewife has never bothered with.
““'The National Industrial Confer- | She has never made a study of the
ence Board, the central body of number of calories the members of
aim"ﬁc’m industry, by the use of! her family need in their daily food,
its established research machinery how much protein, carbohydrates
Bis been gatting ab the facts fur!and fats. A properly balanced meal
the benefit of the country. These Clutg out waste iand provides: the
have just been published in a re—.r'gm‘ §ors: afread. ini the: tight
part entitled, “Changes in the Cost|3mounts. In these days of sky-
of Living: July, 1914—July, 1919." rocketing prices this is well worth
' [ looking into. This is a straight tip
[to the wise Americal housewife.

improved systems of dis-
tributing and marketing foodstuffs

and the education of the housekeep-

on advance of 07 per cent,

Five Leaders

2=The report gives the people of the
‘Wnited States the satisfaction of
‘!Z'_:jowing just where they stand.

| of the

go, what has been the Increase in
the income? The wage earner can
make the happiest reply. Not only
has he continued to eal regularly
and well, but he is the fellow who Is
buying player planoa and phono-
graphs to take the place of the old
guitar, and turniag the woodshed
into a garage.

Again it Is the same authority
which supplies the facta concerning
the other side of the picture. The
National Industrial Conference
Board has made a country-wide in-
vestigation of the changes In the
wage earner's income since the war
began and prices commenced to
It tells exactly what it Found
in a report which is just out, called
“*War-Time Changes in Wages,”
showing what happened between
July 1, 1914, and March 1, 1919,

This report is a broad sizing up of
It deals with

SORAT.

the whole situation.

- According to Indus-

trial Conference
Board, 73 Per Cent
Since August, 1914

wages in the eight major industries|
United States, includingi
metal, cotton, wool, silk, boots and |
shoes, paper, rubber and chemicals.!
It gives a true picture of the general

| wage situation.

Tages

Frem the beginning of the war !.
to March 1, 1919, the period cove |
ired in the repert, the increase in |
-verage hourly earnings of men in
the eight industries mentioned runs
all the way from 74 per cent to 112

per cent. For the same period the

rise i the cost of living was 61 per |
cent,

In other words, the increase in
wages of men was in every one of
these industries greater than the|
incresse in the cost of living.

The question of whether wages |
were what they should have been in
1914 was not looked That
was not the purpose of the investi-

into.

gation. The date of July 1, 1914,
was taken simply as a starting
point.

Women’s wages also showed de-
cided increases during the war. It
i8 true the percentages of the rise
in their average hourly earnings
were sometimes less than those of
males, But they, too, seem to have
beaten the high cost of living in the
scramble for the heights. In only
one trade women's  hourly

carnings beaten by H. C. of L, and

Were

here they were barely nosed out.
All this does not help out the
(middle American very much. His
'pa.v envelope does not suffer from |
obesity. 1t may be slightly plumper
than in 1914, but it will not buy se
much, and that is what ecounta.
|  So far the only satistaction the |
middle American can get. out of the

| advertisements, to eat more

Wages: The One Thing Th-.t H s Risen
Fester Than O.d H. C. of L.

bady. Or he can read about who

| should be roasted. That is the great

rational pastime to-day. Bul up to
now it has not reduced the price of

‘& sguare meal or a pair of shoes,

And reduction iz what he wants
and wants without delay, How to
get what he wants is  another
matter,

I'ood ig the familiar offender in
prices, though clothing has taken a
bigrer jump. You buy a new suit
and wear it for months, while a
steak or a chep or an egg must be
replaced, as often as mealtime enmes
around., by a fresh one.

While
paign opened to save the best ents
of meat for the army.
was glad to comply.

the war was on a cani-
Everybody
A lot of people
found ways to eook cheap meatz in a
pulatable way.. The lesson has not
been forgotten. Even now they are
not buying the prime cuts.

But here is the point: A porfer

house steak before the war cost in

Boston about 35 cents a pound: it

sells for 63 cents to-day, Drices in

other cities vary, but this will do|

for The

have been urging people, through

an illustration, packers

meat,

Many will not; moest will—when

the price is lowered.

With all this increase in the oub]situation is that he can roast -s.ume-‘ There are vast stores of food in

;’g@ke the five chief items of daily |
wlying. This is how they look in ai
‘table, showing the average 1ncmase|
_‘,t?'at. has come to each; I

A  Modern

At the
‘lmp:inning of this vear, accordinge tu
[ the American Meat Packers’ Asso
' 1,000,000
4,000,000
L,000,6000 more
‘ heep than at the beginning of 1918
iThL- middle American is probably
% wondering what has hit the zood old
Haw of supply and demand. e has
always been told that a big anppl

[the United States to.day.

ciation, there were aver

more cattle, aver mors

hoge and almost

| meant a drop in prices,

| It is still fresh in the public mind
[how, in responge to nopular demand,
the War

(prices its gurplus stores of food-
| F

Department sold at cost
| stufTs, which were no longer needed
for the armies fizhting in Europe.
fiF 5

These foods were quickly and glad
Iy

taken by the publie, but th

T
snle had no mare than moementary
cffoet

on eurrent market prices

From Overseas

The high cost of what we wenr s
wlso blamed in part on the demanids
from across the sca. Many a man
18 roing to dig out his cast-off suits,
if he is lucky enough to have any,
and have his tailor perform a muagic

rejuvenation. He will have reasoy

to smile, too, for ready-made suits,
even at 560, will probably be of
poorer quality than the 850 sait of

five yoars ago. As one deiler puts

Version of Pilgrim’s

How High Do You Think the Cost of Living

e

Has Gone?

JULY, 1914

JUNE, 1918

NC.'Z

How Purchasing Power of the Do

|{t: “Even with prices mora than 100

per cent higher than In 1014,
quality of merchandise is In many
cases inferior, especially In ready-
to-wear goods,'

Men's shoes
|hn\'e doubled in the last five years.
|“"|mf-r'.'s shoes have jumped 121 per
cent; women's gloves,
Knit
women's counts,

| are large advances,

125 per cont;

| women's underwesr, 120
1o
(and women's cotton hosiery, 104 por
cent. Many a man will find that he

part with doubie the amount

per

cent; per cent,

must

for certain things in his wardrobe,
And the end iy all

hesitate to

not yet. Tenlers

over the country do not
#ay that prices of clothing zonernlly
dre still on the elimb.
There otiher it
prices of food and clothing that are

A ot of
}

hard time to keep

are finga  hesidos

lining our faces toulay.
men are having a
o roof over thelr familive. It 18 not
entirely a question of whether the:
can pay or nre willing to pay tonp
prices for livine quarters. In =ome

cthies 15 next to impossible to ot

1My In

wer

somethinge they can
for

thousand famili

call ho

Cleveland, example, tem

ape foreed to

thefr gonds. They cannot find houses

They are seattered here and thern,
wherever they can find a place to
sleap,

Thers ll"l:- been tlio bulldimg since
the war started. This j= what one
renting apent  envs: “Rpnts for
peaple  earning moderate anlaries
nave increased alnrmingly It s
nothing new fer neople to form in
line at 7 a. m. to hspect w howse
advertised in the morning paners
Many people have heen (oreed to

tuy a home in order to have 4 place

ta live. '

Fhe muddle American thinks there

4 0 ogreat deal of profiteering. T

Inndlord is getting mn anmon firtal
lot of attentior MProperty ownoer
have for some time boen wotbing
lean piekings T'hey feol that
Lide is ripe to get a lareer rotarn
There i3 another factor to b
reckaoned with [his " OWire

earner who drew undreamed of na
during the war. Formerly he Vv

in i‘hl'up quarters: naow he lives ir

quarters dosting douhia what he
usen Lo pay. He adils his toll ta
the shortape of houses bt 1nann
placea e is rontine a bette b

Progress

In everything peopla wear there |

of home than the aversge salaried
man.

The situation has ne precedent.
In some places, even wage-earners,
attracted to manufacturing centera
by good pay, are not always ‘ucky
enough to find homes. In Akron.
Ohio, over 668,000 men have heen

forced to locate their families so
.’.-lr'

only nn Sunday

awny that they can vigit them

['heories

Everybody 18 ready to explain the
high cost of living, One man suys
it {5 the profiteers: another blamea
the demande of labor
The jrove

trail of the

Bath may be

richt. rnment s on the

nrefitesary

But profitesring s not ut

bhottom of the high cost of living

Lindernenth are at least two ather

causes which are usually overlooked
They lack and

are of production

monetary inflation.

Lack of production is easily undes-

stood.  Tharing the war manufactyr
imeg for civilian purposes was eur
tailod A sharp cut was made in
dnltivary of brsic materiais.  The
bigerest part of industry devoted (te
facilitie o war work Norma!
pnditions have not returned  There

a connstant demand for shorter
heoura; lower output in the result
Peaple want things that they denied
themselves whila {he war was on
The demnand is big: the supply s
mall M wople  want  the
malier ftumber of things that are
DeiTge madie If many neople want
p fow things the price elimbe—nand
that i& one of the direct enuses of
high prices. That 18 what makes
profitecring possible

Monetary inflation is the other half

af tha What

It iz deereased r".ir-'lu:t:cir.p powey

picture 1= inflation?

of money arvising from the 1

ronne

W the facilities  tor purehrsinge
fuster than the inerens L
tithes  for prodoction, In other

v there 18 a large smiount of
Mrrency in cirendation and w0 low
Do et o the commoditio
quired. by the avernge  fam
which to spend it

As an: illustration, vonsitder shoes.
Owing  to  war demands  leather
tor eiviitan shoes hua beon spayes
Theore aturally, ari

[ e ey I
Mo i 1 iy
than the [ [ t U her

Per cent |
. _“,Cllot'hlng e sl AlE e St e 100
i 60 U A 2 90 |
.. Fuel, heat and hehess =, .. 57 |
LT AT S R L 9
_:_‘HSunu‘rios ................. 63

e e dfd
The National Industrial Confer-!
¥hee Buard has checked up old H. C.
L. through each year and month
“sfhce the war began, and the report
it shows the periods of his' flights.
The figure for all items—73 per
“ gent—is the record up to July, 1919.
. Jt is higher by T per cent than last |
March; it has beaten the June, 1018,
gmark by 14 per cent, Take a dif-
ferent slant on the mounting prices.
B4 four months, Weginning last|

“March, elothing crossed the line first '
,with 10 }ar cent; food followed, with

e

s = eompetition for the lm

ited supply; it is ke & big auetio

llar Has Shrunik

The people engaged posscas gres’

budding capacity What

The price goes up

happens’

Ar the supply cateher ap with the

demand, prices will eorve down B

not until then Arhitrary fixing

prices in & makeshift; no lawt

ome aut of it
be

mMénne

rinwl can

More gooda turned
per

down to the task.

must

warker It buokiin

It mewna forget
ting self and putting willing s®%ou

ders to the wheel The w

fabiric of the whole worid has lwe

torn. 1ta mending makes n demy

on  every producer wheiher en

ployer or wage earner, for dewvoty
to the public need and the wi
l‘.- l

AT e

souled practice of the (o

and on Lie midde ™ i

patignoe, self-denlul and rift

T(’(N" hers Need
$1,800 a Year

1 EAST §) s n
L[R! I's
& |
hovp nr i
oMl in Y viork i mal
aiitahie pr on for hor | ag
't i\ ut by Mis
it e v
1 ' 1 nt W ot
ing of t Massachuse'ts Teacher
Foderation, ideseribae i The |
Evor ¢ Transcy it
To moeet th wi o f
aries, Frnest MaeKor
if the committee on salari
gostod that investigation be
to see whelher grest corm
Y| 4011 1
Uliicag I | X
snid, had ) a1y i1 .
in chrporatione there an ¥
1 L ST
[ e QTN ol the ¥
0"
1) ]
i 1 |
I T e 3
Himsd -
Clothing
ortst (]
|
1
pir i
} DY
AN g
Tot a
As ouch ftem wis worked "
explunitions Werre minde W
Barnard said that =he had four

et vear in BrookYine ) nt an att

vum an ofn depent ot Inxur

The tenolines +5h
16 &8 work wnr a s

Theve wng iy

tahlp oot
rul mpEreenicr
2200 a year for clothing wgs
Rervative estimuate, us was 81 o wo

for laundry. Transportation coves
streetear farca poing to and from
scthool and on olher nocessary trips
the 1i.cent fure boing the basis

Saving ey dollnra

A mont
IRTH The Loncher we LB
11t (he ey - .
vate the werumu'n f
17 .00 4 1A/ 1 LeR W
Degan saving ui &Fr pasaing hrt
I and before rea hing [orty vears o

nge would need to lay aside hetween
300 and $400 a yoar to accumulnts
the same am-unt. Aftey forty, 2000
would be needed.
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