
THINGS THEATRICAL FOR THE PLAYGOER
Appreciation of the Late

Richard Harding Davis
By Bessie McCoy Davis

1 would have had nothing to say
about myself ten years ago, excepting
that I was known as the "Yama-Yama
Girl." We grow up on the stage in a
narrow atmosphere, or destiny leads
us kindly into some experience that is
bcautifui in real life. Women. I fancy,
are always waiting for that experience,
happy when they find it. bored when
they don't, embittered if it fails to
come true when it happens.
Ten years nrro 1 had just one ex¬

pression of life, which was dancing:
one unfailing influence of gayety,
which was music. They belong to¬
gether, they are a partnership of fine
spiritual meaning. They were to me,
though I never c mid have understood
myself that way ten years ago.
Music has always been the magic of

my being. 1 lived and stirred to music.
I did nnt know then that there were
.secret melodies in the heart. I did
not kr.ow that they were born of ro¬
mance, of love, of those perfect days
that lie between the first and the last
great «lays which bind the heart of a
woman forever in the tender folds of
'heir memories.
On every day, each day ¡i page in

that sma 1 volume of lomance that was
*o generously given me, there was a
aong witho it words, too wonderful for
.words. Their echo haunts me. Look¬
ing backward. I wonder who that being
¦was, called I, before her heart learned
how to dance to the music of romance.
The only thing that makes it possible
*'or me to interpret myself at all is
the echo of the music that was in those
swift years of-happiness, of spiritual
horizons &m\t perfect growth.

Pcri.ap.« we arc an born too blind
o see, too dull to hear, too weak of

purpose, or voice, or vision to graspthe ¿ecrets of romance until they sure
.nfo de«! to us suddenly. It seruts tc
me that I myself had ncved adjusted*he cr>ptic ¿..uns t.ii ihey wert .i'.iiis-
¡ated for mc, by the same Richard thai
had trans ated the inner sou.s of all
"he "So diers of Fortune" he had writ
ten about and immortalized.

I always h rl tlvt so» se of plea=ur^in rhythym that children have; music
made .lie »an to dance. From the um<
! was four years old, music was the
whispering 'rrt that teased and tor
mented my imagination. I wanted hap
piness ....<! ne nearest approach I har
no \. cam :n ''.. .'-. ii" iTi ..'«' ¦>. i'.
indescribable elation of heart and mind
when my urnus ,,-ere on wins aiiu n ;

-.-.it was bursting. Then the mush
stopped, the applause ended, and
sank back into the enigmatical beingBessie McCoy.the dancer. 1 ha«
worked we!,, or poorly, according t«
the mood of the day. 1 had lived somi
mem'tits rf hanpir<>'ss in the danc1
and then they were gone.

Tn.' a roir.:..ii...s .>- the theater wer
my woild for so many years that
scarcely expected to know any othe«
Trppii «ss eluded me. it came with al
he intense wonder of joyous expecta

..«rn to the music of a dance and i
anished in the dressing room of th

'heater. These were times of boarding
;ijuse tortures, of grim trains, of ha
notéis, of the Bohemia where 1 wa
born rrn'l where 1 Solin -. Only musi
tormented me with longings I could no
rra ¡. gut ; s rn ii

! could not seize, with transient emc
iions that were counterfeit happinesand yet seemed real to me. Because c
the.,e n.e.n:. .i;u lur.-d ma on, oecaus
ii them I found strength and emancipiion from sordid facts, hecause mus
stirred the si.enees of my beim; m
iancing had an individuality that wi
myself.

I can talk about these transitior
;iow as 1 coud not then. To unde
land the impulses of life one mu:

enjoy them at the time, even thou£later there is the texture of tinsel
their plendor. Obstinacy, rebellio
were always «rohig on in me. If dan
ing had not b >en what it was to me,
gayety of spirit, an irresponsive pasion of lon_ing to expresa somethinglad found no other way to exprèsthe theater would have failed me.

It satisfied me just as far as it 1«
my impulses, and i¿ solved the practcal issues, t'ne bread and butter pro
ems that had not been denied n
When 1 danc id my spirit was in t
sun, and between times tin- sun li
gered in my heart, its glow an optii
ism that kept me hopeful. 1 was n
ike scmie people who s' ut themselv
up away from the sunlight, as if' wi
dows have bien left out in them.
I was happy as nature stems in t
mo-nlight. a shrdowy sort of hapi
Tiess, a waiting happiness, all still a
peaceiul, but waiting.These are the experiences, no clou
of many other women who must wi
For the miracle itself. Most worn
wait for the perfect day in those r-ik
reveries of great expect tic is. Worn
have a duality in themselves tl
makes the struggles of their lives. 'J
perplexing my. .er; et' the women
only explained in the fruition of ti
romance. If it only comes true tin
is the question of all questions t'r
woman. If ;* doesn't, the fault oft
lies in the blindness, or the vanity,ti.e greed of a woman's nature, forwill always come true if you are ti
to it.
The linjll" of ;i da'lcer ¡S eXOI'eS:in her dancing; if it isn't the sponneity of Tie dancer is missing,true, and above all, yie-û to the idc

try of the inn you love. Responsilit y in a woman's heart lies in her
iponsiveness to him. if the roma
gets twisted and scatters, cling to
dol with all your strength, for
nance often has perverse ways ofcomplishing iis purposes. If he f;
you be si're of it.

It would be absurd to think ab
inese things at all if they were rpoaeless thought". In myself then.he story of many other women inheater. Therefore, it seems wcwhile to trace the shallows and
depths of one experience.
My disadvantages oi education v"light after all. for I sec now thateach have a voice of our own forpression, a form, a face and a stlight to show u.i forward as we ialong. With such things educationnothing to do. There are so m

women in the world without the cltion and the care of a man whoeducate them through their he!The delight of finding ti'Ut out, the
covery tnat a man can take a sjlump of your life and hold it firmly
you till you see further and eleand better than be ore, is a m >'

.hat has oeen written on the scroiall the a»-»«.
It was my experiences, it waswonderful thing which happened to

; hat enables me to see myself atThe least of that survey is'the fam
he footlights, for it was only the
ginning of tie trail that led straigi.Happiness. The big thing that
pened to me can never leave me;
thing of all my life that justifiesbalances the uns and downs is the
«hat love was given mo and never tí
jway. I have never been titrait:
'osiiig that, but I was frightenec
.ir^t of the opinion his friends m
have of me. I was jealous of t
iood opinion on his account. 1

p vere such big men to me» and wh
met them I found them as real as

self. Their1 influence was like his.
thoughtful, interesting to the mind and
I eart of a girl who ha<i been starved
for years.on gieVse-pnint.The transition from th* stage to a real
life, when it came, seemed like some¬
thing I had always expected. The in¬
stinct for those things that had been
denied me in former associations came
to the surface and I lived as I find
a reamed. He was not a rich man; heworked very hard and industriously,.nd his work was so wonderful to meNo woman, however unused to it, couldfail to_ feel the spell of his mind about
her.
He had a masterful trick of self

control, of optimism which never lost
faith in the ultimate good of thingsthat seemed bad. He could shut him¬
self away from the usual and lend
«'ou to the rnusual relations toward
life. I grew upon his mind like a
flowering vine and he held me there
till I found myself. From him I
learned to distinguish between common
places and the sacred places in in;
own life. I grew to discriminate be
tween what was cheap and what was
vakinble in thought, and humor, and
tolerance of feeling. He gave m*-
those elements of good taste that give
rest and charm to life. They were ii
my veins, no doubt, a fluid instinct, for
high places in the wide range in my
heart, but he made me see and know;
he gave me the chance to become my
self.

It is wonderful experience in th
life of a woman of the theater to b
'ifted from the smaller thrills of th
stage to the thrill of a womanhooi
fulfilled.
There were some anxieties, small in

themselves but looming large at first.
There was the responsibility of house¬
keeping. If it hadn't been for bless¬
ings in disguise of household servants
1 might have failed there. Then there-
were the difficult hours when he must
not be disturbed, when the closed door
of his study was a wooden rival that
made me jealous.
During these five years I grew away

rom the stag.**, from everything that
was small, to become the mother of
his dearest hope.
One learns so much in the transition

)f real things in life. One learns to
give and to lose, and to forgive the
.tes that are inexo**°b!y s-'v r" '1v

degrees I am returned to the dualities
spoke of; that is probnbiy ¡.i ail

women of the theater. In the theater
I am again what I was before I left it;
in my home th»« heprt of ra« livs

I am still intensified by the wonder¬
ful experience he gave me, and by
which I learned to see everything bet¬
ter. It, is knowledge that has made
some things in the theater more diffi¬
cult than they were before, although
he was as fond of the theater, and had
as many friends in it, as any man who
is not it, could be.
Genius has broad visions, and hav¬

ing none myself I have absorbed an
appreciation for its quality. In
-pite of his deep under:4anding of
human feeling, he was peculiarly sus¬
ceptible to tlie outward graces. He
hated patent leather for instance, of
any sort. Frequently I have had to
change a belt because of objection.
When vve walked in the woods, he
liked me to wear a gown that, would
harmonize with the colors of the
woods. His de-k used to face a win¬
dow overlooking hills and ky. He
discovered one day that the picture
from his window was a temptation he
could not resist, so he moved his desk
to a place whore he faced a blank
wall. I speak of the: e things because
they are a part of myself as they
were of him long before I knew him.
To-day, when in my work on the

rtage, in the "Greenwich Village Fol¬
lies." I find an opportunity to ex¬
press some graceful poetic meaning in
the dance, I think of him in doing so,
and it becomes an entanglement of
feeling that I never knew be ore he
found me. I find myself wondering if
he would like it.

BESSIE McCOY DAVIS.

W illiam Faversham Returns
The elaborate production which

William Faversham has made of "The
Man Who Lost Himself" is finished, or
at least the filming is done, and the
director, George Maker, is busy cuttingand assembling the picture.

Briggs Shows What He Saw at "Palmy Days"

New Films in New York Houses
"The Admirable Crichtón," renamed

"Maie untl remaie,'' wn. oe pres^iUcub Cecil de Mille at the Rivoli this
week, Thomas Meighan plays the but-
1er, Crichton. G.oria Swanson is seen
as Lady Mary Lasenby, who falls in
love with the butler king and lightsfor him with a scullery maid.

Besides Thomas Meighan and Gloria
Swanson, those in the cast are Theo¬
dore Roberts, Ra niond Hatton, Robert
Ca«n. T.iln Lee a^d mnnv other1«
Mr. Kiesenfeld has selected "Oberon,"by Carl Weber, as an overture to ac¬

company the picture. Another pictu¬
resque feature of the bill will he a
dance poem called "At the Fountain."

At the Strand Theater "Mi-d th"Paint Girl," a First National feature
«im. adapted from -ir rthus «in.Pinero'» famous stage play, will be
presented with Anita Stewart in tin
stellar rôle. The supporting cast in¬
cludes Conway Tearle, Victor Steele,Templer Saxe, Arthur Donaldson and
Glad s Valerie.
Other screen attractions ar" e Ches

ter-Outing Scenic, a new comedy, travel
and educational stuuies and the t.picaireview. Carlo Ferretti will sinrj the
Neapolitan songs, 'Maria, Maria" and
'0, Sole Mio." Ralph II. Brigham andHerbert Sisson will alternate in play-ing "March Militaire" as an organ solo
and the Strand Symphony Orchestrawill play selections from "Carmen."

"Victory," the Conrad sea story, hasbeen filmed by Maurice Tourneur andwill be the feature of the bill at theRialto this wr>ek. Jack ''n't has theleading rôle, that of Axel Heyst. Seena
Owen is the leading woman. Others irthe cast are Lon Chancy, WallaciBeery, Ben Deely, Laura Winston ancBull Montana.
As an overture Mr RioR<>nt'"1d bus se¬lected "March Slav," by Tschaikov-skyMile. Pascova, soprano, will sing "MiHeirt ¡S T v ..'->¦,.. V >- ' .>. -..-..

son and Delilah," by Saint-Saëns. Th«

Russian Cathedral Quartette will ac-
company the scenic picture.

"Soldiers of Fortune" will be thefeature picture at the Capitol Theater.
"Soldiers of Fortune'' is an adaptationby Realart Pictures from the romantic
novel of the same name written byRichard Harding Davis twenty-five
years ago, in tue period after his
Cuban and South American adventures.
In presenting it as a film play it hasbeen possible to produce it in more
vivid colors ¡nd with a realism impos¬sible to portray on the speaking stage.In the casi are Norman Kerry, Anna
Q. Niisson, Pauline Stark, Ward Crane,Frank Wally, Wallace Beery, WilfredLucas and Melbourne McDowell. "TheHer.d Waiter," a Vitagraph-Semon pro¬duction will be shown, with LarrySemon in the title role. Hy Mayor'sCapitol Travel-Laughs, a Prizma Color-
land Review and other incidental pic¬tures, Ned Wayburn's Demi-Tasse Re¬
vue and Pryor's Capitol Band of sev¬
enty pieces will con.plete the program.

To-morrow the photoplay feature
will be changed at «Moss ., Broadway,when Blanche Sweet takes the screen
in Bret Harte's famous feud drama,"Fighting Cressy." The program will
be supplemented by the latest news
weekly, a splendid scenic feature, Anne
.largo, contralto, and musical numbers
under the direction of Enrico Leide,conductor of the symphony orchestra.
The fashion frolic will continue.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC.WilUam Rus¬
sell in "Eastward Ho!" will be the
feature for the first half of the week.
The remainder of the bill will include
the latest events in Fox News, a Mutt
and Jeff Animated Cartoon, "Berth of
a Nation," a Merit comedy: "NothingBut Nerve," May Allison in 'Fair ana
Warmer," and a Pathé comedy, "Order
in the Court." The latter part oí the
week's program will have Peggy Hy-
land in "A Girl in Bohemia,"

AMl'SEMENTS AMUSEMENTS AMUSEMENTS

DAILY MATS.
NOON to .** ..;{('
30<- to *<il «III

Saturdays, Sundays
mid holidays
50c to $1,511

KVENIXliS
5:45 to II 1". M.

all, to $1 50
SuturdiKv*». Sundays

ami holidays
50c to ¿i.W

Bwoadvav ¿r 5l5t5t*-Phon«?CIDCLE 5500SUBWAY STATION AT THE DOORWorld's LarsÇesh ThecrtreV Man¿*i¿m¿ DirectorEDWARD BOWES.

I)e Luxe I'roKramnie»
Matinees commencing«ilh ¦»¡»¦turc* at 'i

îlevue follow«
nt 4 1'. M.

Night, commencingwhh pictures at rt.

Kcvue follows at
10 I'. M.

\ Always.Reserv»ed seats 8 weeks in advance.AlwaysA bill of Startling Stage and Screen Surprises of Superlative Superiority!Commencing today Realart Pictures present a Mayflower Photoplay production succeeding andexceeding in both cast and excellence Mnyriower's last "The Miracle Man".a triumphof the silent art, Richard Harding Davis' great American romance

Allan Dwan ProductionA red-blooded story of love, adventure and Yankee grit and gameness in the languorous,luxurious, voluptuous atmosphere of South America that will delight all lovers of Davis'"punch"-laden writings.staged on a scale that will quicken the pulse and arouse the en¬thusiasm of the motion picture "fan" and make the "legitimate" theatre devotee rejoice that"Soldiers of Fortune" was the stage sensation of other days.a veritable memorial to NewYork's most beloved author-journalist!
The engagement is limited, regardless of public demand, so do not delay, Take nochances if you want tc "?e"SOLDI

The rarest product of the stud:o.?*, re?l reol comedy,LARRY SEMON in "THE HEAD WAITER"
A dash of singing, talking and dancing enterttinmentNED WAYBURN'S DEMI-TASSE REVUEoO rhvrLb sri\*Tii.i.Vi\v'; siiii'ijiI-Vi vtivvi*us 80 PEOPLE

PAUL PRAWLEY
LUCILLE CHALKONT GEORGE BROWN

7.1YKA EVANS

A (JKNKROIS GALAXY OKSCINTILLATING. Sll'l'UKAl. STUNNERSPEARL REGAYPARISH <;¦ PERU WILL CRUTCHF1ELDl'UKOTIIl* Mil.LEU MURIEL DE PORRESTAND "JIM" TONET

_zzPRYpR'S:J|^PITOL. B\ND_OF 70 PIECES._TO-DAY.4 CABITOL SUNDAY CONCERTSComposite 3 Hour Programme» Made Up of th»» Best Features or the Foregoing Big Bill.At 12:30 Noon.3 P. M..6 and 9 P. M.Continuousal) i'ohiü When You Like «onllnuouH allAfternoons, 50c to ll.BO Leave When You Pieuse 'Cvrnings. 60c tu $2.00T.^s-j, RESERVED SEATS are hold for tho Mitinee purchaser exclusively from ^.¡.Jo-& 12:30 noon to 5:30 P. M. Evenings 6 P. M. to Nearly Midnight. v*-*a_

Shadows on the Screen

Part of the '.-ntertainment for the
Prince of Wales aboard H. M. S. Re-
nown on the return journey to Eng-
land will be furnished by Pathé, which
ha« placed ten complete picture pro-
r rr.s aboard the Prince's flouting

home.

Will Rogers is running a circus. It
doesn't interfere w.th his work in mo-

tion pictures, for the circu., tent is
¡pitched right on the Goldwyn lot al

Culver City, and every Saturday a.ter-
nonn Rogers has the time of his life
with his children and their friends.
Ilia own son, Jimmy, who is "four
going on five," is already an expert
rider und can thro.v a rope so well that
hi;; father soys some day he may have
to yield his place as champion to his
son.

J. Barney Sherry, now appearing in a

Marshall Neiian yroaucno-, cairns aiiu

;.dniils that he is .he lirst actor iiom

the legitimate stage to enter motion
pictures. It wa.> in tne summer of

. BJ09 that the Vitagr.tph Coupai.y in-
duced Mr. Sherry to ieave the s age to
portray the title role of "Kartier." on

ihe screen. Address all contradictions
to Maishall NeHan Hollywood. Cai.

Lieutenant Frederick Mordaunt Hall,
ex-R. N. V. R., lOimerly of "The New
York Herald" and latterly of the Brit-
ish Intelligence Forces, has been ap¬
pointed managing dir» ctor of Fox Pum
Company, Ltd., of London, by William
Fox, president of Fox Film Corporation
of America.

That Metro Pictures Corporation will
resume production at its New York
studios in Sixty-tirst Street, off Co¬
lumbus Circle, thus making feature
pictures simultaneously in ihe Fast
and West, is tne gist, of an announce-
mint by Richard A. Rowland, president
of Metio, upon his return from a visit
to the company's great stu'lios in
southern California.

A five-piece string orchestra has
been engaged by ,)o.,epn M. Schenck
to play every day during tty; making
of the picture, "A Daughter of Two
Worlds," the production on which
Norma Talmadge is now at work, as
the first of her First National re-
leases.

it is the suggestion of James Young,
I who is directing "A Daughter of Two

Worlds." Mr. Young is a groat «,f-
liever in the influence of mis'- up01the players

frene Boyle has returne«!
screen after an absence of two yean

Ul r M s S er-'," bdgai
Lewis's first independent pr ¦¦.

or Pathé.

Samuel Goldwyn has purchased th«
rights to O. Henry's "D üb., ¡i-,.
Deceiver" for Jack Pickford, to b<
produ'red as Boon as he finishes "Th'
Little Shepherd of Kingdom

"Silk Husbands and Calico
is the name sugge ted by the office
boy and the name .-elected by Equit«

he nt.e 01 .1 ouse P< i-r-' ¡,;..
ture.

John Emerson and Anita Loos pre
ii ,ig a lanvass of universities an(j
colleges in th" hope of ¦"- >:- r<>B
¡i aterial for Constance Talmadge's pic¬
tures. They want atirir-a comedieswith a leading ingenue role

Harry Cabane purchased the rrotior
picture rights of "The Fortune Tell
er" for Marjorie Rambeau fr« m .A. H
Woods. Arthur H->pkins and I
Graves Osmun and it is said
gave one of the ¡urges: sums cvei
paid for the rights of a Broadwa;play. Miss Rambeau was
the stage play last -casen. ¦'!
tune Teiler'' will be an Albei
lani oroducti«n. Miss Rambeau v.

iie directed by Mr. Capellai *
series of pictures.

Rod La Rocque has jusl nishe«
"Easy to Get." in which h ppearewith Marguerite C'ark.

Simultaneo'j-ly with Edit! .;>'- ap¬
pearance at the Vanderbilt in "Irene1
she will be seen on the screen ir, a tn
Cresl nicture, "After th..' Storm," :¡
rected by Paul Scardon.

"What Children Will Do" hi ran,-
of the story wl ich C arles K. llirr.-
vilr do for production on the screen b<
Frank G. Hall, president of
pictures.

Robert E'.Iis. who used to be a lead¬
ing man. is now cutting Elsie Janis's
picture, "The Imp," which hi directed
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