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English Servant Girl Would Emulate Lad

—_

Jessie Stephens Has Announced
Her Candidacy for a Seat in

the House of Commons

By Ralph Courtney ‘
London. |

¢ OW I'm all out for poli—i
‘ N tles, and I'm hoping
for a seat at Westmin-

ster before very long

on the labor vote "
Thus the British servant girl peli
tician  Jessia Stephens announcea

her plana for the future. Four short

vears broucht Jessia from the ol

sourity of the back parlsr int

0 the

'{.“‘t of

+

world politica. Now,

sie moves among the great ones of
the earth. Lloyd Georpe lias winced

urder her stinging words

it lahor

meetingq, and the great Albert Hall
Kolding ten thousand prrsons lis
bieen filled by popular demonstra-
tions 10 which Miss Stenhens piaved
the leadlng part. [
\ tall, slight girl, her face alive
w th intelligence and {framed withi

icke dark hair, Miss Jessie Ste- |
rhens {3 a pervonality not easily for- |

gottenn. When she speaks her riv_-e'p!

voige, Ber earmest manner lighted

ashes af humor, niake it a pleas-

‘e to listen to what she has to say.

Twelve vears ngn Jessio Stenhens
nt ‘.“”.‘l: LN Nr r |_:.-\'.' l'.l.&"’_l_‘ "_'!__I"Dl_' _‘l'
: 4 ¥ W 2 ‘. w " e
ave, “and the wages 1 cauld earn
in service were needod to Koep the
hiome together.”

For seven years sha worked as a

=5 She beras K

! Ptheoseh all 4
[t T int ! T 3
h et i woneral,
ke i L B

: the ir hrake oy

ga ! £ ne possihilities
¢ areligusa an lrove a
th loxry in Glasgow, her na-
toaF this tidie she was
i el e hav fellow
w [l Lo od to her
(o v cascer that a trade
avy for thie protec-
f Wiie sarvants,  Condi-
tiung w nie hefore the
War u v, and domestic servants

wire not t fa-

independent indivic

els they are to.day.

Knows by Experience

Miss Stephens, herself, suffersd

no less than others.

“The tirst bedroom in which I
6 m service,” she zavs, “had :4.:
tar-macadam floor like the pave-

ment, paper peeling off from damp,
paint going mouldy, and hardly any
light. !

“In another place the bhed was
i & cupboard off the kitchen whera
thlfra

£ was no ventilation and mno
reom for anything but the hed.

“TI had a friend In the house of |
Ha had

four maids who all slept in one

& tubercnlosis specialist.

TOOm

downstairs, under the level of
tha pavement. The room was also
infested with rats."

Miaw Stephens's departure from

hor profeszion, however, was not

Domestic serv-
ice flnally became too hot for her.

catirely voluntary.

Har employers got wind of her
ties and at first treated them
with amused leniency until they rgis-
that the

tovered

Young woman

Aerial Freight |

~ LENN 1. MARTIN, airplane
J manufacturer and president
' of the Glenn 1. Martin Com-
of Cleveland, believes it will
geveral years before a regular
SATVICa maintained between
Eumpp and America with heavier
than air machines.

“If a single,.airplane ean dash
across the Atlantic trans-
continenfal service, with ‘planés cov-

er

gany
(1

19

acenrn, a

Tl g
e the

route in relavs, mayv be re-
Lied upon absolutely,”” he said. “The
dirigible balloon of 2,000,000 cubic
feet of gas may be relied upon for
commercial transatlantic service at
Present,

“I am convinced that the ordinary |
airplane can be used successfully to
malntain a thirty hour service be-
tween New York and San rrancisco. |
One ton of freight could be trans- |
ported daily and with the same cer- |

{many medals

really meant business, and then t.hey.v1
discharged her. But she had mmn-‘
while come in contact with the Do- |
mestic Servants' Trade Union, and.‘
after the war, she entered it as & |
full fledeed “professional agitator.” |
She is now their organizing sot‘re-il
tary, in addition which

organizing

1o she |

is local secre- |

tary of the National Federation of
Women Workers in Bermondsey.
So successful was she in her reform
work in Bermondsev that she was

maide a poor law last
Last month her popularity
her the

ghe was

guardian
April.
carried

into Borough |

Couneil wherato rlected
Now that her

carecr is tirning a0 favor-

third dn-a list offisi

patitiond
nbly there iz every likelihood that
ahe will climb te Pariiament at the
next opportunity.

Is G

“When I have had some more ad-
ministrative on the
Borough tells her
friends, “I shall be ready for West-

minster."

etting Ready

exnerience

Cauneil," she

Asked her views on the servant
question, Miss Stephens said: |

the condition of

in England needs to
Putting

altered, uside those

wiich prevail in exceptional situa-
tions, the hours are too long and not
time to

not crave for

ther do desire free time

a enabile them to have some life out-

! ir work. 15 is right that

ihey should have ity and wise from

tka cmployer's point of view that

they shotld,

#1 Lave niet nilstrésses whn en-

eouraged their matdd to read, draw,

paint, learn same musical instru-

T T
el

4 human being and seconiily as a ser-

ant. But there ars many who,
often tnconsciously, can see 1 thing
nthe servant but a servant-——a kind

af flesh and blood vacuum cleaner.
Often mistresses are merely thought-

iess, 1ot intentionally unkind, but
the result is the same.

Train the Mistress. Too

“T feel very deeply that the do- |
mestic worker should be trained for |
her profession and that the employer |
should also be trained for hers, I

*“A girl marries; she is young and |
has led the sheltered life of a well-to-
do young woman. She has no real |
knowledge of life; she does not know |

free time is allowed. Many
i

t; who regaridad the gitl fivst as -

how to be autlinritative

without giv
mg offense; =ho cannot understand
the difffienlt the temptations of
the life of & working girl: and,
further, more often than not, sha
dnes not everl understand the datiea

(of a housewife. Bhe tries to teach

withiout knowledge,’

For Ten-Hour Day

Miss Steplens, Who was
ber of the commiites anpoi
the Ministry of Recon to
consider the domestic sorvica nrob
lem, reported thnt tha o the
damestic sheald consis 1 honrs!
wori and two hours for meals, She

should also have two hours

for vec

regtion, and during those two |l

she should he really free. She |
lieves, nevertheless, that domestic

employment, cannot he creanized in
the game wav as industrinal work.
There cannot be hard and fast rules,
although there must be “a definita

| groundwork on which emplover ani

employes can build."”

She ia in favor of a fixed seale of
minimum wages regulated according
to the length of training and ekill of
the worker: she also considers that
there should be some central organ-
ization with branch organizations
for the benefit of tha
worker, and that these Institutions

domestic

s

y Astor

’un. I was nearly sixtssn myasslf
when I went to service, but I was
; very lonely.”

: Miss Stephens looks forward to
| the tima when she will have secured
| state afd for schools to train young
t girls between the ages of fourteen
and sixtesn.

Would Train Girls

“If a girl leaves school at four-

most,

W

|

[
|
|

nation, and later on when that sarv- |
ent married her training would be
invaluable to her as housewife and
mother. I eansider, too, that dur-
ing the training period unsuitable |
girls, whosze conduct appears likely}
to bring discredit on the profession,
should be refused further instrue- |
tion, and thereby the status of the
service would be improved.”

Miss Stephens s full of ideas

teen, she s too young to go into | which she is now on the way to
servica. She is taken away from her{ accomplish. As a specialist on one
mother's care just when she needs it | of the most baffiing national proh-
Such a girl, if trained for | lemsshe has already gone far toward

| two years, would at sixteen enter fame, and when from further con-
| service stronger mentally and physi- | tast’ with political life her outlool
cally, and with a good working | broadens, she may develop into one
knowledge of the duties she will be | of the politieal foreea of the coun-

expected to perform. Under prnsent| try.
conditions working parents cannot! Uinues as fast as it | :
afford to keep their girls so longz | will not have to wait lone for wide

financially unproductive.

If her metesric carcer con-

t has how sl

| o
Such | recognition=and may develop 1 o

Left. Miss Jessie Stephens. the English servant who
has announced her candidacy for the House of Com-
mons; belotw, Viscountess Rhondda, who has been de-
nied admission to the House of Lords. and her hus-
band. Sir Humphrey Mackworth

would else prove a benefit to the em-
nloyers,

YAt the root of the =servant prob-
" explains Miss Stephens, “there

les a distorted idea in the minds of

nus servicea to the

2 If it
were trie that we prized our homes
g0 highly, we should not feel that
untrained and ill-paid women were
fit to work in them."”

community,

One of the servant reforms that
Miss Sf_}aphs-ns is agitating most
strongly i3 a rule that girls are not
to po out to work hbefore sixteen
years of age, She says:

“However good a mistress is, a

he employer as to the value of vari-

I':.l'a{n'ing would In the end prove a | the first lady minister

national economy. The work of a

if a labor

Fovernment comes inte Dower in

girl needs her mother before that' good servant is of value to the England.

&
v

In the Mean Time, Viscountess
Rhondda Is Hammering at the
Door of the House of Lords

Landon. |tha proposed reforms may take
ISCOUNTESS RHONDDA, some time. I do not propose to wait

a peeress in her own right, |80 long if I can help it.
has besn prevented by her| “I have been convinced by hitter
fellow barons from sitting experience that it is imperative to
with them in the British House of have ladies in the House of Lords.
Lordz.  She 13 entitled to 0 The woman's peint of view must he
under every heading except for the put by a woman. Nothing short of
fact that she is a woman. Smarting this can be satisfactorv. It is all
under her rejection, she is deter- | very well to say that men can deal
mined to have her revenge. When equally well with questions affect-
the Lords refused to adpiit ing women.. Thev can
their number she declared ent methods of pgeiting
ty The Tribune correspondent: done in Parliament for women are
“1 now regard it a3 my mission in |slow and cum

life to get into the House of Lords." | .,

“rThc: 1,.}.-J'rdm took their decision to | The Present Process
fteep their august assembly petti-|
contless on the eve of Lady Astor's
election to the House of Commaons. |

do

her t The pres-

anything

ATOTLL

“For instance, if [ want to bring
before Parliament
which women arn

i

intercated I have,

question  In

first of &

Those in the linow were already pre peer semhber
divting a 5,000 viajority fir Lady who 3 5 ¥ amiable to

\stori The Lovds refused to take deriake to do it. This takes time
this lead, and now it i3 to be a fight | Then the mext five weeks or more

to a finish between them and Lady @re taken up in coaching him on a
Rhondda. | question in which perkapa hs is not

The British House of Commons is |Specially interested. Even so, dur-
less conservative on the woman |ing the whole period of the dsbates
question, A bill dealing with the you are in a C'TI‘“T-”'IURl stata of
dizability of women was passed |anxiety for fear the whole question
through their body with compara-| May be prejudiced through some
tiva case. Many positions in the SUP due to lack of knowledee: With
legral profezzien and the civil zervice I legislature

national
1 ooaalde
were thereby thrown open to women, i

wonien in the

hisitrouhle can

for her apirion

and a clause was inzerted enabling a
woman to sit in tha unper house. ,:‘"T HIEE
Venerahle peers held un 1t i . .
hands in horroe at such a vevaintio ) = : :
ary prospect and tosk immedisteae. 5 £ : = : :
it when the hill came to them in 0 GHd 0ave % % S " ';'
due conrse. R s i = =
“Wornen taar hold ans posts they ;._':‘r:;l‘_ Tl_a-,'n’.-..,. wit ':‘ £ J ::-.f_‘. ,
like," saiil the Loris, ity substance, :.I _,I"- 5 : I_I_:” _'II,”‘]“; “"['01‘1?‘
5 wlich she has vowsd to enter, Lad
as they da £ invadelour Viilela has liecietite oeloRos
. ey a9 &
So the Lords assen to thew — el I. I
of the bill with the exeeption of Ve '! i
nne g clause. W Loz S o . :
Rlvaelida thus lost Lot o, " =
her fight for a pesition in the wnst st il
ceeply intrenched stronghold of Brid SRR y
21T -_ a 8 ¥
ST Noblikely 1o sl reed R tda <its in
n keeping women out for long BN OO
Inpland’s SHpeT-woinan 7 ailest s
threatens what she eannot & Brerae i
But she will have an uphill From here sha (irecis the
ule.  Little-help will come fr any pies into which e
Comimons at present, for t! nyited o place her s . Shi hus
lecided not to fight the Lo just completed arvarci: o lon
the guestion of the rejecied o ¥eiv hoard  Taf  dir A g
vision. Their exeuse was that the - 5 "oneof Brilwin's contury-
long  projected “reform” of {he old iren companies,
House of lords might marterialize Asked Svhuthor mia o) Bns
at any time now and that the GUES- | (1ol wormen wer Fillowrne har e

tion could wait until then.
Lady Rhondda places |ittle
the “Lords’ reform' and
signed to tichiting her own batti
“Aboul ten vears ago,”’ she told
The Tribune, “during the great con-
troversy between the two Houses
when the powers of the Lords were
curtailed, there was a strong feel-
ing that the upper house could not
continue as constituted at present. e o
| the impression, however, relnotion. of the
that this question i3 no longer ti".-c‘ bl
burning one that it was and that

faith
re

13

women h

ulidertas
Lady Rhondda says s

turned from

pleagant rocnlle

to stute

ner

h ave

e

1eves: that the

| is the greatest ideal o

THE BIRD OF PASSAGE—A French War Story

HEN the ocean rages against
the cliffs the great bird of
the sea appears. The spread

of his wings seems doubled in the
teeth of the hurricana swhich sus-
tains them. All admire this van-
quisher of thae this
herald of the sailors. So these hon-
est peopls admired Lieutenant Le-|
brun, a Legionary who had rel‘ired!
from the Tegion to become com-
mander of the 1st Company of the
10th Infantry Regiment. That was
the company in which the son of |
the family fought. '

tempesk,

Lebrun had no relatives and on
each leave he came to see his littleI
Breton soldier’s father, mother and |
siater. With a smile on his bronzed |
face he said to them: |

“Don't worry. I have been through |

many dangers. Twenty-five years|

of service, six campaigns, four|
wounds—— but am 1 not still}
here?"

He tapped his chest. on which his |

were strung, and |

Marie, the peasant girl, who wept| ma

cach night when she thought of the
war, opened wide her little Breton
She poured out cider =o that
tha hero would go on talking. Sol
long as he talked she had no fears
for her brother.

“I will bring him back to you. On |

eyes.

| the faith of Lebrun, he will march

under the Arc de Triomphe.”
But the little brother didn't’.|

Translated by William L. McPherson

(Copyright, 1910, New York Tribuna Inec.)

is @ war story written with distinction of style and a fine imaginative restraint,

day.
’ “It i3 probahly the greatest ideal
| that this generation will sco.”

[ While in Ameri

was about to dis ha
Tide
little sister,
down there’
child, And
selle

utenant, you must ¢
who is waiting

I
I' love

leved  him

you, muademoi-

The armistive was signod.
battles wers ended. The ereat seq
bird had folded his winpe,

“"Monsieur Lobrun's

“Don't eall meae Lebrun.
Biskra ‘my lepionavies said: 04
Philibert is in & good humor to-day.’
Don't you want me to ho in a rond
humor to-day? In six
shall have my pension,
cross that iz somethine t
And I den't ball: at werk.”

They were on the beach, and
Marie held on with hoth hands to
her cap, buffeted by the wind,

months 1

“Little maiden, say yos. Your
mma and papa treat me lilke a
son and your grandmiamma spoils
me. They will be happy if you put
that little lland in this big
mine."

She couldn’t put her little hand
in his big paw hecause she was hold-
ing on to her cap.

“I don’t say no. You must ask
them this evening, Monsieur Le.
brun.”

Then he sought to encircle
with

paw of

her
his arm. But she was more

tainty that has attended the trans-  march under the ‘Arc de Triomphe. |elusive than the wind. She escaped

mission of mail between Cleveland

bod Chicago,” :

His first wound was fatal,
woon't ery, little pirl,. When hel

Eim and ran to the villnze,

za. Follow-
ing her

fulness of the little houses grouped
it the shadow of the rocks.
“Iind up here!" he said to him-

=plf. “It 15 high time, my good fel-
lnw, You have saved your skin so
far. Make aure of the rest of your
daysl™

Ha smoothed out hia coat, straight-
vieid his oecan and twisted his mus-
tache. {orvect, impeccable, he en-
teredd the hall where the grand-

mnther, the mother and the father
swaited him,

“Here T am.  Tebrun, lieutenant,
Uyenty-five years the service,
twenty years in the Legion, six cam-
puigna, four wounds; the military
medlal in 1912, the Leginn of Honor
i 1017, the Croix de Guerre, with
seven palms and three stars. Such
a= I am, T ask you for the hand of
vour daughter,”

But the grandmother, the mother
and the father all shrugged their
shoilders

in

't
1%

“Ioes that mean that you say
1 The boy died in my armas, re-
member,”

There was a heavy silence.

“You can ask my chiefs, If I am
sometimes stubborn and wilful, my
heart is there. It is a good heart.
Do you want to see my papers? Not
punishment for which a
trave man should blush. You have
nothing to say? Listen, papa. I
haven’t had a happy life. I haven't
saved up thousands or hundreds.
RBut can my record.

single

voy search

» Leprun covied the repose-, There is but gne word written in

| worth considering?

the pages of that bhook:

Doesn't that satisfy vou?

'Ditty.2"

“I don't say no,” murmured the

old man.

“But you don't say wes. Listen,
mamma. I have traveled the world.
Wherever there was fighting [ was
there. When the little girl will be
left alone I shall be here.”

“I don't say no,” the mothep
swered.

all-

“But you den't say yes. Listen,
grandmamma. I wasn’t born when
your husband went away to fight.
But since 1870, while you were talk-
ing against the Germans, I was
working for the country. Isn't that

il

“L don'r
old woman.

“But you don't say yes.

Thumping on his chest, he con-
tinued :

“You don't care to have me settle
down with you! That worries you.
It's true that T haven't a cent.”

“Tt isn't that,” =zaid the grand-
mother.

“I understand that T am a good-
for-nothing—that I am only fit to
die." 2

“We don't say that,” murmured
the mother. "“We are afraid.”

“Afraid of what?”

“Here one must take things as
they are.”

“Take things as they are?
not acenstomed to that."”

*Thal's Lhe point. We work hard

say ne,” murmured the

I'm

here everv day You haven't the

habit of workine"
Lebrun bent his head.
“"So, it's no? But I have on my

‘fde her brother, who intristed her
to me."

iFene

The old man =t d up.

"You mustn’t speak of the dead.
What one says at moments like that
and what he really thinks are two
different things. You aren't of our
sort, lieutenant., You would , be
bored here—you who have spent
yoeur lif= in Africa. And the little
une woild be unhanpy.”

“It 18 true that she likes
saul the grandmother. *
afraid—she, too."”

you,"
But she is

Tebrun ized the
chair, Wat he soing to
He put it dewn a

ting
knees, he exclaimed:

bael his
smash it?

Then, sit-

on it, with hi= ¢lbows on his

nard’ on me.

ie old peopte looked at him fur-
tively, almuost tenderly. They re-
memberod that their boy had died
in his arms.

it’s why we don't like war,”

sald the old mian.
“I have made it all my life”
growled Lebriin. [ shall continue

to make it. There are still eoun-
tries w'nerel they are fighting.”
.

_ ‘a Ludy Rhondda
studied the libor tian there
l‘and came away the opinion

] | that on the whols, ir troubles
happy,”” muttered the prandmother.

|were greater in An it than in

“It’s better to keep apart when you | England. “But we take Hora
aren’t of the same sort.” | seriously, I think, than you do
“All the same, we'll drink a glass| yours,” she commented.  “In my

of cider,” said the old man.

“All the same; certainly,”
swered Lebrun.

opinion, hroa T . the reny
edy for all lubor az well as of
| all international differen
Ithe two =ides
acquainted.”
Reverting to polities, Lady Rhond-
da declared in answer to a further
“Mademoiselle Marie, I'm going | question that if offered the op-

an- :
lieg in

becomin better

When they were grouped arsund
he table Marie entered, bringing

ne ¢ilar pitcher,

away. I'm going to take fervice in | Portunity of contesting a seat in
Russia."” {the House of Commons at the next
. | general election, she would prob-

he turned pale.

ably refuse.

“It 1sn't my fault," [ “I prefer to stick tn my mission

e : oy tering the House of [ords”
“To your heaith, Mademoiseile ©f entering the House of Lords.
Marie.  Your parents are right.

Every one musi go his own way,

To wyour happiness, Madesmoiselle L .
e Animals Pretending
She left the roony The deor N MILITARY stables horses are
clammed. The wind roared about known to have pretended to be
the house. lame in order to avoid going to
“May God keep vwou!” said 8 military exercise, A chimpanzee
Lebrun. had been fed on cake when sick.

: fraes :

He departed, struggling against! Affer his recovery he often feigned
the gale. As he reached the beach coughing in order to procure dain-
Marie joined him. ties,

“I ask*vour parden." The cuckoo, as iz well known,

its eggs in another bird's n
to make

lays
He drew her toward him. est, and, |
" the deception
takes away one of the uther bird’s
egps. consceious of
their deceit, as is shown by the fact
that they try to act 8¢
noiselessiy; th

“Come along with me. surer, it
“I dare not.”

Anima o
“In spite of all,” he said, “my nimals are

life 15 beautiful."

st e
She cried out, “Let me go,” and cretly and

ey show a sense of

fled. TE 8 3t .
gulit 1f detected; they take nrecau-
He shruzged his shoulders. Again tions in advance to avoid dizcovery
he faced the tempest. But sud- in some cases they manifest pporet

denly the little village appeared
humdrum to him. He smelt the
hattle afar. So he went toward his

% e

and repentance. Thus, bees hich
steal hesitate often hefure

and aftey
th

exploifis, as if they foarad




