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Men, Not Manikins
Asked as to whether it is his pur¬

pose, in advance of permitting any
vote in the Senate, to submit to the
White House any compromise plan
that might be privately agreed to
by two-thirds of the Senate, Senator
Hitchcock repiied:

"That is a bridge we will cross

when we come to it."

In other words, the Senator is not
yet willing to avow his Senatorial
independence. He is not of the mind
of Webster when the great Daniel
said: "This is a Senate, a Senate of
equals, of men of individual honor
and personal character. We have
no masters, we acknowledge no dic-
tators."
Senator Hitchcock has, one may

suspect, u wish to be independent,
but he is not sure he can indulge the
luxury. Other Senators, alas! are

in his state of weakness. Herein is
one of the reasons for the treaty
difficulties. There is a collar which
chafes many throats, but the col-
lared dare not rip it off. If the
Democrats of the Senate had the
courage'to be themselves the dead-
lock quickly would be over. The sug¬
gestion that the President is to have
a private veto in addition to his con¬

stitution al one arouses foreboding.
If he has a chance to send the com¬

promise over a Bridge of Sighs to a

i-ecret death, taking no open respon-
ihility for his acts, the treaty may

yet fail.
The Republican Senators are un-

Lossed. No one either in their num¬

ber or outside of it is conceded
power to dictate to them. It is not
too much to ask the Democratic Sen¬
ators to be similarly independent; to
be real and not dummy Senators of
the United States; to be men, not
manikins.

Scaling Down the Mark
Of the 200,000.000,000 German

marks 17,000,000,000 are held out¬
side Germany. This sum tells heav-
ily against German ex ports, for ex-

norts are largely paid for with this
foreign - owned German currency,
whose reimport increases domestic
infiation.

. So German financiers.Erzberger,
Kelfferich and Gwinner are among
the number.seek riddance of the
17,000,000,000 marks as a factor of
depreciation. Their plan is to offer
to Germany's foreign creditors 5
per cent bonds in exchange for their
marks and mark claims, such bonds
being barred from being brought
into Germany. Should the foreign
creditors agree to accept these bonds
purchasers of German goods would
have to procure German marks at a

rate appreciated because of the new

demand, or else pay in goods or for¬
eign currency.

Such a liquidating scheme does not
lack precedent and seems in the in¬
terest of Germany's creditors.to al-
iow the German government to
establish its solvcncy by all legiti-
mate means. The main difficulty
about the plan as outlined above is
to secure the agreement to it of for¬
eign creditors, and this can be done
only if the bonds offered are secured.
A prominent Danish economist,

Professor Birck, who describes the
scheme in the Nationaltidende, of
Copenhagen, rais^s this point and
adds that, although he is unable
to ascertain whether the German
government would be willing to give
security, he understands it i.s willing
lo mortgage the income;; from cus-
v-nv.-, railways and forests for a loan
abroad. Professor Birck also says
that the German government would
be willing to issue thc exchange
bonds not in marks but in the cur¬
rency of the country where they are
to be offered.thus, in the case of
Denmark, in kroner; but, as he justi-
fiedly remarks, "it is questionable
Whether n promise of thc German
government to pay 25 kroner is
worth mach more than a 100-mark
note."

Th?4. there is an inherent element
of justice in scaling down the mark
by a legithnate plan of conversion
ean ttotrcely bc denied. The scheme,
if carried out, wouid prevent specu¬
lators from getting in a number of
yaar* hence, without the slfghtcst ef¬
fort on their part, 24 cents' value for
h.n orfgjnal invctinent ot, uuy, two
'.entr.. Obvioualy, the German peo¬
ple rannot be justly asked to rcdeem

/

outstanding marks, whether held at
home or abroad, at their full nomi-
nal gold value. Seo a vast volumc
of American "greenback" literature
for the reasons.

Mr. Hoover's Optimism
Mr. Hoover's testimony before!

the Ways and Means Committee of
the House scoms to show a con-

siderable modification of his earlier
views. Apparently, in his opinion,
the European food situation is
mending and the economic crisis
abroad has become much loss acute.

Mr. Hoover advised the com¬

mittee to allovv Europe a further
credit of $150,000,000 through the
Grain Corporation, the food thus re-
leased to be delivered to the worst
sufferers, which are at present
Austria, Foland and Armenia. Oniy
about twelve of the larger cities in
these three countries are now fac-
ing starvation conditions.
The former Food Administrator

expressed great sympathy with the
Austrians, whose distress, he says,
is caused by the oppressive pro¬
visions of the treaty of St. Germain.
He complains that Austria «was un-

wisely stripped of her agricultural
provinces and can now raise only
enough food each year to siipply
her wants for three months. As a

protest against this disastrous dis-
memberment. he would have the
United States make only one food
advance to the Austrians, and then
give notice to the European powers
that they must assume hereafter the
burden of feeding this pauper state.
Poland, he told the committee, dc-
served special consideration this
year because her economic rehabili-
tation has been delayed by the war

she is making against the Russian
Bolshevists.

Last summer, when in Paris, Mr.
Hoover forecast a much larger de¬
mand on the resources of the United
States. He then favored money
loans to the newly organized Euro¬
pean governments. He said, in a

statement issued on June 9: "I feel
that something like half a billion
dollars' assistance from the Ameri¬
can government may be needed to
join with the other Allies in the
reorganization of the currencies of
the new states and to take care of
some particularly acute and other-!
wise unsolvable problems."

These problems are evidently:
solving themselves. At all events,
Mr. Hoover now deprecates any
further government money loans to
Europe and also advises individuals
here not to send money abrcad.
Remittances from the United States
should take the fbrm of "food
drafts," cashable with the food ad-
ministration3 with which the Grain
Corporation will cooperate.

Since returning to this country
Mr. Hoover has several times:
Dinphasized the need of Europe's
"getting back to work." Produc-
tion is the best remedy for food and
other shortages. Europe may think
that this view is uncompromisingly
optimistic. It undoubtedly repre-
sents a certain rapid shift toward
optimism on Mr. Hoover's part.

Propaganda Vaiues
John Spargo, the pro-war Social¬

ist, tells in his latcst book that
when he was asked to join in a

protest against the further confine-
ment of "conscientious objectors,"
pro-Germans and the like, he re¬

plied that he was in sympathy with
amnesty, but that men of unim-
peachable loyalty sho'uld be asked to
sign. He pointed out that thereby
the end in view would be more

easily attained. Mr. Spargo re¬
ceived the following reply:

"Xo doubt you are right. Tho
psychology of your argument is
sound. it ia very likely that if your
method nhould be followed the am-

nosty would be granted at once. But
in that case the whole propaganda
value of theEO pcrsecutions will be
lost to us. We do n-jt want the
President to proclaim a general
amnesty, nor to pardon any of the
prisoners, unless it is plainly done
because of the menace of our move-
ment. We want agitation far more
than ivc want amnesty.'"
If confession is good for the soul,

the genfcleman who thus freely
acknowledged his purpose was bene-
fiied within. Agitation is what he
wants, not amnesty. This spirit has
kept Mooney in prison. As often
as the public was about to consider
thc one pertinent question of whether
Mooney was fairly proved guilty of
.murder or not, spurious friends
have wrecked the prospect. If the
I. W. W. views of Mooney were not
to be justified, he was to hc left
to rot in the penitentiary.

Bolshevik Socialist!'. have imported
from Germany the theory of tactics
that the end justifies the means

and that to advance a cause it is

permissible to misrepresunt and to
lic. Some of the protests against
the Albany unseating revcal this
.spirit. There is lackin*? an honeat
golicitude for justice and democratic
principles. What is sought is a c</n-

\tvnuanee of ihe exclusion. There
is only aham interest in representa¬
tive government. The Bolaheviat
carea not for free speech and the like.
The Bolshevist aympathisses with

Lenine and Trotzky, whose firs! acts
wem to forbid free assemblage nnd
to suppreas y. free preaa, eatabliuh-
ing a cenaorahip more rigid than
any maintadned by Kaiser or Czar.
If the Bolshevists secured control
here, not only would free apeech
qulckly go, not only would a few
ikgialators bo unaeated, but nll legia-

lative bodies would be dispersed.
Let the constitutional Socialist pon-
der the fact that the first time a

regime pretending to be Socialistic
gained power it overthrew poiitical
freedom.
A part of the indictment brought

against Speaker Sweet relates to his
unutterable stupidity. He is no fox.
He will never be remembered as a

Machiavelli. He has shown the in-
telligence of the bull teased by the
elarts of the banderillero and expos-
ing an open flank to the sword of
the Toreador.

Ouija's Kour of Triumph
The lure of the ouija noard may

well be as alarming a factor in col¬
lege life as the faculty of the Uni¬
versity of Miehigan declare. Thatit
has succeeded the Bible and the
prayer book in fraternity houses and
students' rooms may be all too true.
The story of the two young women
who were so undone by ouija as to
be obliged to quit college and place
themselves under nerve specialists
sounds believable enough. But why
pick on college students, we wonder.
If ouija is cutting into the lives of
the matriculated it is doing equal ex¬

ecution in far older and more ex¬

perienced quarters. No little group
of serious thinkers of any age orany
clime but has its board to-day and
its mediums and its tipping tables
and its Maeterlinckian contacts with
t'll the otherest kinds of pale blue
philosophy.
And why not? If ever ouija was

to have an hour of triumph this is
surcly it. The background is com¬

plete. The conviction of a teetering
world, moved by unseen forces to
cavort in the most unaccountable
fashion, is upon us all. No grand
piano waltzing up a flight of stairs
beneath the finger-tips of a select
coterie of expert table tippers of
Greonwich Village could be half as

extraordinary as that entirely scien-
tific and respectable rocket to the
moon, now building at Clark College.
That radical visionary, estcemed as

a voice of authority only by children,
Mother Goose, turns out to have
been a conservative prophet by the
light of Professor Einstein's modifi-
cation of the law of gravitation
which treats the cow and the moon,
we gather, as two soaring objects,
mutually toying with each other's
four dimensions.
As nearly as we (from our post

without the walls of vision) can

sense the general situation, it is ex-

actly as if the world were a ouija
board and Mr. Maurice Maeterlinclc,
with half-shut eyes, had his delicate
finger tips resting on its surface and
was spelling out the most marvel-
ous and amazing things. Only the
other clay, for instance, it was duly
announced by a silk manufacturer
that a certain shade of blue had been
officially selected as "Blue Bird"
blue; and the same was declared to

express, on the word of Mr. Maeter-
linck himself, nothing less than "the
warmth of the sunlit ocean, the
vibration of the Alpine sky and the
restfulness of < the distant moun-

tains." If this does not sound like
the utterance of ouija we should like
to know what does.
But we do not wish to overesti-

mate Mr. Maeterlinck's responsibil-
ity for the current teeterings of the
universe. We merely suggest his
commanding and mysterious figure
as typical of much that is strange
and breathless and perfectly upset-
ting.and yet not without its lightcr
side, at that.

The High Cost of Politics
The high cost of living will re¬

ceive another boost if the Demo¬
cratic National Committee carries
out its plan to raise a fund of
$20,000,000 for this year's Presi¬
dential campaign. The chairman
and treasurer of the committee have
been talking freely about their
plans for a nation-wide drive for
subscriptions. Red Cross and uni¬
versity fund drive methods are to
be introduced and the humble five
or ten dollar bill is to be pursued
by collectora, who formerly would
have disdained checks for anything
less than a thousand dollars.
Thomas P. Ryan admitted having

contributed half a million or so to
the Alton B. Parker campaign fund
in 1904. He probably furnished
more than 50 per cent of the sinews
of war for that disastrous venture.
But campaigns in those days were

relatively simple and frugal affairs.
Little money was spent on organi¬
zation or advertising. The "spell-
binder" was supposed to be thc real
vote getter and he worked on a

very limited drnwing aceount.
Now poiitical organization has

reached the stage of an industry
and enormous quantities of litera-
tura are manufactured, with far
more profit to the manufacturer
than returns from the voters. Mr.
Cummings says that he is going to
keep card eatalogues of all the
Democratic or near Democratic
voters in the country, with their
ratings as investors in his fund.
That is "big business" applied to
politics, Uut will the clectorate
cheerfully respond to such efforts
to exploit it after the manner of a
mail house concern?
Some years ago Congress dis-

played n very lively interest in the
limitation of Federal campaign ex-
penditure. It compelled for the
lirst time a fiiing of all campaign
aecounts in elections for Senators
and Repre«entative». Presidential
electora »re state ofRcers. But mi-

tional political committees would
seem to be subject to Federal con¬

trol. Any party which should raise
a $20,000,000 fund for the election
of a President and Vice-President
would be running directly counter
to American ideas of propriety. It
would also challenge public opinion,
which is far more sensitive now to
the use of money in politics than it
was a geneiation ago.

At present public opinion is
naturally skeptical as to Mr. Cum-
mings's ability to touch the Demo¬
cratic faithful for $20,000,000.
For what j.urpose? Merely to
elect another Democratic President.
If hc succeeds he will certainly
vindicate the contention of those
who say that the American public
has reached a stage of bewilder-
ment at which it "ignores price,"
and is no longer compctent to recog-
nize a relationship between the
value of what it purchases and the
money paid out for it.

Two Drastic Views
The Assembly as Criticized b\) Op-

posing Camps
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: We, progressive Republicans
!who have long lookod to T'he Tribune
|as a strong agency in keeping alive
the principles of Theodore Roosevelf,
feel compelled to express our disap-
proval of your editorial in Sunday's
issue, entitled "All There Is to Say."
There is a class of men in public life
whose theory seems to be that the
Iway to deal xvith an evil in our midst
is to disapprove of it mildly, but to

jrefrain carefully from assailing it lest
its adhercnts bc in some manner en-

jcouraged by the attack. Of this school
Mr. Hughes seems to be thc dean, In
1916 hc put the theory into practice
in an attempt to "pussyfoot" his way
around the German pcril at home and
abroad, the net result of his effort
being four more years of Wilsonism.
Now he bccomes the protagonist of
the "pussyfoot" method of dealing
with domestic disloyalty. Has any-
thing happened in the last five years
'which gave so much aid and eneour-

agement to the "Reds" as this public
declaration by a man of Mr. Hughes's
prominence in favor of a place in the
sun for the representatives of a party
whose platform is sedition, one of
whose Presidential nominees is in
prison for t.edition, whose sole elected
Congressman is under sentence for
sedition?
These are drastic times and re¬

quire drastic measures. A thrill of
admiration must have come to every
true American when he read that the
New York Assembly had suspended
(not expelled, as Mr," Hughes seems

to think) certain Socialists-elect pend¬
ing their trial on charges of disloyalty
to the government. Every lawycr (but
Mr. Hughes) knows that this is proper
procedure, and every fair man will
await the outcome of the trial before
condemning Speaker Sweet and his as-

sociates. Mr. Hughes, by gratuitously
injecting himself into the controversy,
has decided' the case in advance, al¬
though he once was a judge.
We look to The Tribune to stand

now, as it stood in 1916, for open and
downright Americanism, for frank and
fearlcss dealing with every evil that
threatens our nation, and we feel a

sense of personal deprivation in the
fact that it has failed in this"instanec
to do so.

WALTER- A. SHUMAKER.
li. NOYES GREENE.
WM. M. CROWTHER.
AUST1N S. MAXIM.
R. C. LUTZ.

Northport, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1920.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: As an American, as one who

hclped America win the war, as an

active member of my community, I wish
to protest with all my life's force
against thc autocratic, un-Amcrican
and Frussian conduct of Speaker Thad-
dcus Sxveet, and the un-American As¬
sembly for unscaling the five Socialists
who were elected by large majorities,
xvhose character and conduct were not
questioned when first they were elected
in 1917.
Without a trial, without a chance for

defense, and in a most czaristic fashion,
were these representatives of thc peo¬
ple manhandled. History will record
thal those xvho purported to protect
our institutions were those who really
betrayed them.
Who is causing all this unrcst? Not

thc professionnl agitator, but thc
money-eyed paytrioteers, political muck-
rakors, bellicose politicians, whose only
object is graft and notoriety.

Reaction is now in control over the
entire country. Already our personal
liberties as well as our fundamental
rights are lying prone in the wakc of
this reactionary wave.

I can see the establishment of a mili¬
tary dictatorship and the downfall of a

demoeracy that was never put into
effect. ROBERT L. LESLIE.
New York, Jan. 9, 1920.

Leather Coats Not Guilty
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As a manufacturer of genuine
leather coats, 1 am Burprised at Edith
Wetmore's letter in your columns, at-
tempting to blame leather coats for the
high price of shoes.

Tn the fi rn t place, Miss Wetmore is
in error in stating thnt there is a

Shortage of leather. While there is no

isurplus, there is enough to take care
of all requirements. While the high
price of leather is involved in th'- price
of shoes to a stnull extent, the real
troublo is duo to the cost of manufac¬
ture, labor alone having been advanced
from 200 to 300 per cent in a shor!
time.

Leather coats are made froni sheep-
skins, tho flner qualities, and are more
of n glove proposition. The only kind
of shecpskins used in shoes is the
oheaper gradea, which are used for
trimmings, nnd the quantlty used is so
small when compared to tho price of
ihoes (just & few cents' worth per pair)
that it is not worthy of notice.

LEO F. STURM.
New York, Jan. 9, 1920.

The Conning Tower
"HAEC OLLM MEMINISSE JUVABIT"
Oh, back in the year nineteen nine-

teen, when I was an earnest vower,
The snappiest stuff that ever was seen

I swore I should write for The
Tower;

I'd write of the deeds of our soldier
men,

I'd sing of the Treaty, the L. of N.,
And I vowed that the verse from
my virile pen

should elicit the loudcst cheer;
jAnd this is thc stuff that I recall from

The Tower of thc previous year:

G. S. B.* wrote a lot of things that
were full of control and speed;

And thc poema of Hay'1 and old C. A.s
had rhymee that I loved to read;1

I printed the plangciit appeal of
Ruth;"

And the vaudeville thoughts of a

squandored Youth;
And the best of the lot was a piece of

truth that ganiered the watch," by
bmcea.

I_
1. George S. Bryan.
ii. Newman Levy,
:!. Charlton Andrews.
4. And so did everybody else.
D. A school teacher.
G. Considerable chronometer, if l do

say so.
7. Mr. Joseph Deems Taylor.

For the benefit of those whose
literacy- began in 1918, it should be
stated that the watch for the best
1917 contribution will be awarded to-
night to Mr. Lloyd McClure Thomas.

The Service Chevron System Is Better
Sir: There isn't. so far as I know, any

definite code of mourning for domestic be-
reavements. I don't rcfer to ordinary losses,
such as relatives. But stippo.se you lose a
cook ? Would you wear deep erape and. per¬
haps, a veil for a month, or just until you
Ket another? And would a simple arm-
band of black on both arms, perhnps, be
enough for a wecond n.aid, if she didn't also
do waiting ?

And, besides, if you know at once that
Mra. Sheldon-JoncK has lost her cook, you
may b^, able to get her for yourself.
A HOTJSEKKErElt Wno Is Anxious To Do
Tin, Uight Tm.Nii.

Those who are intcrcsted in the
incmory, an manifested in the case of
Dr. Brand, may recall the De Morgan
novel in which a man lost his powers
of memory for many years.
For the life of us we can't remember
whether it was "Aiice-for-Short" or

"Somohow Good."

The thoughts of Socialists are

Sweet when the morn is gray; Sweet
when they"ve eleared away lunch; and,
at close of day, certainly Sweet.

De Scnectute
Sir: One great advantage of really being

old is that one is boyond being told he is
getting old. Possibly M. T. Cicero made
this same observation some time B. C. If
he did. he was right.

John II. McGouoh.

Wilson Consults Glass on Subject
of Successor..Evening Mail headline.
Even the President appears to have

fallen for the spirit stuff and to have
taken up crystal gazing.

The Diaryof Our Own Samuel Pepys
January 10.My wife, poor wretch, ill

of the nuinsy, so I with her all day
save for a ride in my petrol-waggon,
wearing my new glove-j, in which my
iingers grew cold in three miles in¬
stead of in one. My uncle George
to see me, as gay and comickal as he
was when 1 was a lad of three, and
as loveable, too. Mistress Jacque
Campbell to dinner, so I with Mistress
Edna lo "lolanthe," smoother than it
was last Monday.

11 -To tho office in my petrol-wag¬
gon, and home for dinner, and took
Clara for a ride in the snow, but the
streets too svet for any safety. Home,
and read thc journalls, which are all
of the opinion Mr. Sweet hath done
a foolish thing at Albany. The Treaty
ratified yesterday in Paris, but we
not ready to sign it yet; nor aro we

likely to be for a long time. Payed
thia day my bills, which leaveth me
without any money but $82. G. Bur-
gess come at supper time, but would
not sup with us, having had somewhat
on the way. But I had a great supper,
of lamb, and sausages, and jam, and
apples; and yet was hungry.

12.R. Benchley tells me hc hath re¬

signed his position with "Vanity Fair"
because 1hey had discharged Mistress
Dorothy Parker; which I am sorry for.
Mistress liilda to dinner, very lovely,
and she gave me a kiss. To thc opera
house and heard "Martha," a tuneful
score, and E. Caruso and Miss Mabel
Garrison sang well, but the story of
the opera is a second-rate affair.

13 All day at my desk, and to din¬
ner at L. UnteVmeyer's; and thence to
meet Mistress Hilda and with her to
see C. Pollock's "The Sign on the
Door."

"Cheers," says the Sun. "Greet De¬
feat of Effort to Seat the Five
Ousted Members." Whose cheers?
The cheers of those who go down to
thc dock to hiss the departing de-
portecs ?

To Gladya Caldwell
Blithe maiden of thc witching ways,
You dance as if there lingered yet

A memory of Dryad days,
A strain you can't forget.

And as I watch you dance, I swear
That 1 can hear it. yes, I can.

A faint and far-off elfin air,
Upon tho pipca of Pan. C. W.

the sound oi a police whistlo
brought the duel to an end, both
marksmen flecing..Tho Tribune.
What do you mean, marksmen''

asku Q.

Merely because Pop and Likki tele¬
phone thnl they want to attend the
dinner thia ovening, the suggestion is
made to John 2hey that his itinorary
includc *, Mo. Also they wntU to
know whether Captain Bruce Bairns-
fothcr is to lecture "The 0 Hour."

Well, thc Contriba hnve their ccle-
bration this evening, but it will take
place in New York and not at Eaton
Coi.tor, N. II., nor at Banqueto, Tex.

"Nor at Dinner Island, Fla.
f. r. a.

LOOKS AS THOUGH THE LITTLE DELIVERY BOY WAS GOING
TO HAVE TO RIDE TO THE END OF THE LINE

(Copyright, 1920, Now Tork Trlbuo» Ine.)

"Debs" (Boni-Livcright), by David'
Karsner, is a biography which might be
read with profit by a go"od many of us.
It is not an expert biography. More-
over, it reveals ir.s subject as a mar: of
decidedly limited inieilectu.il capacity,
but it should serve to help us under-J
stand a little better the development of
native-born Amejican radicalism.
We are a little too ready to accept

Gilbert's heresy that "every little child
who is born into the world alive is either
a little liberal or a little conservative."
Of late, Americans have been content
to accept the explanation that radicalism
is something as ingrained as original
sin. Nobody talks now of curing it. The
loud voices are those of men who want
to "break its back" or "stamp it out.
The fact hu3 been forgotten that men

may have radicalism thrust upon them.
Debs is such a man.

By birth a Middle Westerner, by an-

cestry an Alaatian, by temperamen! thi
gentlcst of scntimentalists, Debs seems
ti.e last man in the world to be found
among the ranks of the extreme Left
Wing of thc Socialist party. As a mat¬
ter of fjict, there is a good deal of doubt
as to whether he has as yet progressed
that far, although his life is a record of
a steady and inereasing drift toward
that boundary line of our politics. ln
passing sentence upon Debs Judge
Westenhaver said, according lo Karsner,
"that men of the power and influence
of Debs were responsiblc in a large
measure for 'other ignorant and un-

thinking foreigners' getting into simi-
Iar difficulty."

This is hardly a shrewd summary of
the situation. Debs is spiritual kin uf
such typical Americans a;; Eugene Field
and James Whitcomb Riley. who were
both his intimate friends, and who both
set forth their estimate and admiration
for his character in verse. Indeed, we

find this man, who i.s carelessly set down
as a wild-eyed foreign "Red," expressing
such homely and familiar sentiments as
"There are two words in our language
forever sacred to memory, 'Mother' and
'Home.' Home, t.he heaven upon earth,
and mother, its presiding angel."
He is not eonstitutionally a rebel.

His radicalism was a development which
came comparatively late in life. In fact.
in 1885 he was elected to ihe Indiana
State Legislature on the Democratic
ticket. It is true that by this time
Debs had become vitally inje.ested in
thc labor union movement, and in 1894
came the Pullman strike, as a result of
which Debs was senf to prison for six
months on a charge of cut mipl of
court. There is no need of going into
the justice or injustice of tha; senti tc
further than to say that it occurred at
a time when the right of ibor uni< ns
were less jealously guardcd tl n
But at any rate, Debs cnme oul a. more
radical man than he went in. Nevi rthe
less, il would still be dilficuit to cla
him with the Left, since he was one of
tne chief campaigners for William Jen-
nings Bryan in the campaign of 1896.
Ile did not become definitely associated
with the Socialist party until L900, when
he ran for President en that ticket. He
again was the nomineo in 1904, 1908
and 1912.

During all thoso years he expressed
.himself ngain and aguin as an advo¬
catc of change through tho medium of
tho ballot. Indeed, as late a Septem-
ber 11, 1918, when he spoke in hia own
defense during his trial under the es-
pioniign act, ho dcnied that he had over
favored violence. There Is no reason to
doubt his word, for his spooch was cx-

cocdingly frank in its admissions.
"From what you heard in tho uddress!

of counsel for the prosecution," he said,
"you might naturally infer that I am
an advocate of force and violence. It
is not true. I have never advocated
violence in any form. I always believed
in education, in intelligence, in en-

iightcnment, and 1 have always made my
appeal to the reason and the conseience
of the people."
There is, of course, no question what-

ever that from a strictly legal point of
view Debs waa guilty of vjolating the
espionage act. He adrhitted as much
himself. The Supreme Court had not
passed upon the conatitutionality of that
act at the time of the Canton speech.
Debs believed the act waa unconstitu-
tional, and in this belief he proved to be
mistaken.

Yot for all the legality of the convic-
tion it .seems curious and a little pn-
just that the law should have fallen so

hoavily upon this mild old visionary,
while so many others of much redder
huc escaped. Debs waa a centriat in hi
party. He favored a restatement of
thc position of his party as expressed
in the anti-war plank of the St. Louis
platform.

His ofTense rose directly out of his
opposition to the espionage act itself.
It seemed to him almost a dare to every-
body who interpreted free speech in any
such far-reaching way as ho did him-
sclf. Hc accepted the challenge very
boldly. Ple faced the issue fairly and
squarely in his trial. He made no at-
tempt to wriggle out by any subterfuge,
such as by saying when I said thia I
meant something entirely different.
Other r.. dicala adopted this method suc-
cessfully, but Debs stood by his'guns.

"1 wish to admit the truth of ail that
has been testified to in this proceed-
ing," hc said to the jury. "I have no
disposition to deny anything that is
true I would not, if I could, escape the
resulta of an adverse yerdict. I would
not retract a word that I havo uttered
that I believe to be true to save myself
from going to the penitentiary for the
rcst of my days."

Personally, we feel that Debs's posi¬
tion on the war was not justified by the
/acts. We do not feel that it was even
a logical position, since in his speech he
said at one time, "Men talk of holy
wars. There are none," and indicated
his opposition to all wars, only to speak
with great enthusiasm later about the
righteousness of the American Revolu-
tion and the Civil War.

But though Debs is not a clenr thinker
he possesses a number of qu.ilities which
are useful to the community. Moral
courage such as his is undeniably rare.
nor is there any ovcrabundance of such

u tiful sympathy for all mankind as
resl in the heart of this man of Bixty-
ive, who has been sentenced to spend
ten years in Atlanta. Fine material has
been wasted. We need visionariea, even
though they are muddled-headed. There
>:.(> things in life and law which bear
too harshly upon such men.
At any rate, we trust that <f Debs

lives long enough to serve his sontcnee
and comes out to preach only bltterness
and hatred and violence, none of us will
throw up our hands iu surprise and say,
"I wonder how thia man came to reach
this state of mind."

The Cry of the Termnt
To tho Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A ticket. speculator can bc put
in jai! for proliteering. A food specu¬
lator can bc put in jail for proiitcering.
A rcnt speculator, the major criminal,
gets away with tho loot. Why?

100 PER CENT VICT1M.
New York, Jan. 8, 1920.

The Wealthy Farmer
A Plea for Better Understand*

ing by the City Man
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The city man enjoys his ik
work, the congeniality of hia ';.

acquaintances. his auto ride !..¦' re

supper and on Sunday.-. He enjoys iit
family, the theater. which, expensive or

not, is accessiblc. The average farmM
enjoys milking cows, plowing and ths
congeniality (?) of his hired man uny
ruffmn that happens along nowadays .

He enjoys his trips to the barn to milk
cows before supper. He enjoys his
family, the theater, quite ordinary aid
very inaccessible. With these ple:.s-
ures the city man saves $500; the otl er
$1,000.
The city man's invested capital i-

$10,000; the farmer of equal stai
averages $20,000. Ti.e city mai
his to live on; the farmer u.

earn his bread and butter on. A: ..

all, it is a matter who likes < ptjc-
ticular life. But the farmer is <! s-

tinctly branded "farmerish" bccauM
his car is muddy, old stylcd, rattly.
Why not so? He has five times n; :a~
to go to get to theaters, and U8

therefore, not five times as mr

money to keep his car going, but t
times more, because he has to tra.
vastly poorer roads than the city ma
And, most important of al!, his cl
dren are trained by only eighteen yei
old school teachers just out of h
school.
And yet all this demonstration

the farmers are making so I

money! Compare their life with yo
Mr. City Man. Forget about your t
weeks' vacation in the midsu
Why don't you take that time off
winter? You don't take account of I
musicales at the beautiful churches an

elsewhere, tho excellent lectures ano

public libraries, the atmosphere o'
wealth, contentment, luxury and pro«-
perity, the advantages of good doctor*
and hospital and police service wh
you have. But the farmer he must
ist; he must be as he is that you, [
City Man, can have something to c

Would you live like him in order
$500 more each year? The farmer woi

not save it any more than you if hc i
as many temptations for enterta
as you have.

I know how you feel. because 1 u .-<

'city bred and have now been on tfte
farm five" years. I shall have to turn
from merely raising the children to
educating them. You say, "Why doi .'*
the former codperate t get th«se
things?" He remind you thal »ou
don't need to codperate to obtain th ^

things, because you .'..
Ile does ask. "Why do< :.'. the i ity
man codperate to figh
mi'.k price"'' With you it' '1 ild
worry nhout a little it n like 18 « u "

Yet all the time it's "B M-
er. He's no fool for putting up ...:H
such inconvenienccs. He's nkittg
bushcls of money."
To better their conditions f r*

cannot change their job eat o»
there is more at stake. H woul .

to sell a $17,000 busines and hi< ,-«.
but you would have noth ig to -. i

very often not e\ ea -,. >0 ,n-

prove yours.
Why not. then, concede thc farmfef

his $600 additional savings? Whj n'i
you se.-k to codperate with liim and get
the milk distributorsl profit youi Hft
Why don't you. at any rate, feel letter
toward him and not pick on him a Mr.
James Adamson in Tho Tribune oi to-
day and others !ik« him are coi.st.ml4/
doing?

GEORGE W. KUCHLER JR. j
Ugrangevtlb, N. Y., Jan. 10. 19:0. «


