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Sound Policy
Prescribed for
Political Ills

Traditions of the Party That
Has Stood the Test for
Sixty Years Are Held
Good Enough for To-day

Tariff Revision Needed

Five Other Remedies Are
Suggested to Put Nation
on Straight Path Again

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The Republican party for rixty ||

wears has becn a teacher of sound
economic principles. It inherited the
tredition of financial stability and
commercial honor which Hamilton 'did
8o much (o establish.

It stamped out ideas of repudiation
and inflation brought forward by the
Greenbackers, and by ita defeat of
free silver in 1896 it established for-
ever a sound currency. Qur agricul-
tural, financial and industrial power
are largely due to its enlightened
policies. Its educational force has an
unequaled opportunity at the present
time. It might follow some such pro-
gram as thiz, and ecndeavor to con-
vince the country:

First—That all economic questions
like tariff, railroads or taxdllon must
be considered in the light of present
day conditions and the remarkable
changes wrought by events since 1914.

Second—That taxation in the long
Tun must be met by the whole people,
that the cost of government ‘enters
into the cost of all commodities and
services, and that no expenditure
should be tolerated that cannot be|
unmistakably shown to be a benefit!
to the country as a whole. |

Third—That high wages inevitably
mean high prices and cannot be car- |
ried beyond a certain point without
lowering production and causing com-
mercial and industrial paralysis. X

Fourth—That governmental action
can do little to remedy economic
troubles and in a majority of cases
means increased taxation without cor-
responding advantage to the people.

Fifth—That individual economy and
individual productiveness constitute
the only infallible remedy for our
present troubles. |

Sixth—That the walfare of all the
American people must take precedence
over the demands of minorities.

If the majority can be convinced of
the truth of these clementary prin-
ciples most of our purely political
problems will disappear. R.

Compulsory Ballot
.Opposed as Inimical |
To U. S. Principles

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: True Americans cherish their|
sacred and precious heritage of free- |

dom and liberty. Now, looking at thei'
question in an idealistic way, would itj
look well, speak well or be. well for
our democracy to have to compel its_j
citizens to take an interest in it and {oi
take part in it, by compelling them to|
vote? Looking 4t in a practical way, |
would not such a law usurp the liberty |

“of the individual and deprive him of |

his freedom? |

Where can any precedent be found |
for such an action? OQur government |
is a voluntary government, the whole|
way through., 1f you cannot force a|
man to think, neither can you force him
to become interested in elections-or in |
the hallot. .

This is & very important point to be |
remembered —that povernmenta are the
work of man and therefore are subser-
vient to man. What man has made
man can unmake. The individual does
not exist for the stats, as the Germans
believed, but the state exists for the
individual. =

These, in the main, are my objections
to a compulsory ballot. I do not offer
any solution, but suggest persuasion,
education and Americanimtio&

Nationa] Economy Campaign
Advocated to Reduce Prices
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: 1 believe the high cost of liv-
ing and the consequent restlessness are
due in a large measure to extravagance
of the penple, As a result more and
more capital is being drawn away from

| schools’

)

Survey of 5,050 Planks
The following is « record by issues of the planks submilted in
the twelve weeks of The Tribune’s Republican Platform Contest,

arranged according to wotea cast for each issue:

1. Foreign Relations ... 500 |14. Mexican Question ... 1133

: 15. Tmmigration ....... :
;' i::or. a“‘: C:.Eltal' ‘:Zg 16. The Woman Voter... 136
5 ericanization .. ... 17, TAriff ».oome.on.n. .. 133
4. Army and Nabvy Pro- 18. Prohibition .......... 132
RramS ..ociiceenen . 315119, Aid for Soldiers..... 124

‘b, Constitutional Rights 292 |20. Government Control
6. Cost of Living....... 289 of Industry ........ 116
7. Bolshevism ......... 257/21. Budget ............e112
8. Education ........ - 22022. Merchant Marine ,... 106
9. Social Legislation r~... 16323, Railroads .......... s T
10. Conservation of Na- 24, National Economy ... 95
tional Resources.... 153 |25, National Finance ..., 74
11. Adminigtration @ Rle- 26. Agriculture ..... wew B0
forms ...... vesaas 153127 Island Possessions.... 42
12, Taxation ...eeeesenm 152/ —_—
13. Free Speech...u..... 144 | Totall e i v e ..5,050
Teachers’ Demands |Restraint on Labor

Must' Be Translated

In Terms of Actionl_.

|
Educational Bureau With

a Cabinet Member Is
Advocated to Abolish
Unrest in School System

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Three great organizations of
public edocators, in addition to the
Nationsl Educational Association, have
jolned in the demand for an educe-
tional plan In the Republican plat-
form. The organizations comprise &
membership of approximately 85,000

Assailed as Menace

To U. S. Principles|

Laws That Permit Unions
to Fix Working Hours
and Control Wages Called
Drawback to Industry

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Because it is the basic prineiple
of the United States that men “are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain in-
alienable rights, that smong these are
life, liberty and the purseit of happi-
ness” our government has scen fit to
declare that all organizations in 1e-

New York and Illinois teachers,

for all American public governments
that the time is st hand to translate
their demands in terms of helpful
action? Protests, promiges and recom-
mendations from all quarters of the
country will never fill the vacancies in
our schools and give our children the
benefits that their welfare craves.

Chairman MeCoy, of the Illinois
committee, apropes of the
petition for such a plank in the Re-
publican platform, says that the most
important service the great number of
school teachers can render just now is
to see that th¥ir votes go to the party
that most definitely pledges itself to
remove educaional Iimitations from
the children of the country.,

Better maintained and more liberally
supported systems of public education
provide a problem' second to none that
the political leaders of our cogntry
must solve, no matter what their party
affiliations may be. It is a problem
for civic and state consideration, as
well, but how far would Federal sup-
port aid all other agencies in a final
solution of this momentous issur,

The Regublicnn party should get be-
hind the*movement and give it such
impetus as will move the next Con-
greas to work promptly and earnestly
for its adjustment. The least Of.ltﬁ
details that demand statesmanlike,
generous attention is the oft-repeated
recommendation of &8 government de-
partment. of education, headed by a
secretary in the President's Gabmeg.

MATTHEW €., BAINES.

Prohihitionist Holds

Volstead Act Dc_shatable r

Minority One Way or the Other
Deserves Hearing., He
Contends

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The writer. of this letter is a
100 per cent prohibitionist. Several
of his immediate family died from the
ravages of atrong drink._ 1-19 belicves,
therefore, that prohibition.is a boon
to the countiry. Nevertheless, he_feels
that his opinion is open fo discus-
sion, Democracy of thought de-
mands it o

It ia 8o with the prohibition amend-
ment: the time has not passed, will
never pass for diucuesmﬁ its merits
and demerits, even though 1t._has be-
come & part of our Constitution. Tao
deny the debatability of a law, a doc-
trine or an opinion is to deny the

staple industries to be inveated in thoae
lines which are engaged in manufactur-
iny; and selling nowveltiea,

lf therefore believe the govarnment
should launch a nation-wide campaign
urging the people to :conomize in thoir
daily expenditures, especially as re-
gards novelties and trifles. This would
prevent new capital {rom entering these
industries, with the result that it will
be invested in staple lines. Supply and
demand will be more nearl¥ equal and
prices will fall. REUBEN SPEISER.

Conditions of the
i Plntfong Contest

The Tribune invites you to writs
planks for s Republican platform
and to write letters about planks
proposed by other readers through
its columns.

For the best planks and letters
‘?h' Tribune offers thess prizes:

For the best plank..,..... $500.00
For the second beet plank. 250.00
For each of the eight next

best planks.. 2 ..........

For the best letter a daily

prize of............ A

For the best lettar in the

whole competition. 100,00

The Tribune will make ap & plat-
form of tan planks to be determined
by your votes. The ten “{ssues re-
ceiving the most votes will be the
pianks. The ten planks that best
expresa the chosen issues will be
selectsd for the prize awards,

Each plank is limited to 100 words,
Of two placks er letters of equal
merit the shorter will be chosen.

Every plank and letter must bear
the name and address of the sender,
although & nom de plume will be
published if the writer desires.

The contenst will close at midnight,
Aptil 30, 1920. Manuscripte will mot
be returned,

The Judges eof the contest will be
three of The Tribune’s editors. They
| will baes their decisions on sound
| thinking :? clearnens and

100.00
10.00

right of man to test old foundations,
| to discard the absurd, to progress
| mentally and spiritually.

The prohibition amendment repre-
sents the desires, more or less pro-
| nounced, of three-fourths of the state
| legislatures; and the llaison between
| legislatures and constituenls is far
| {rom perfect. For all that, the writer
| feels that a great majorjty of the
| people would, if candidly sppealed to,
| vote for prohibition,
| Prohibition must stand the brunt
Eof adverse criticiam, must be haled
repeatedly before the Court of Truth,
|1.a face the most damning accusations.
i']’f it eagnot stun_c}lthist tes},& huptdred
| Volstead acts will not enforee it.

V “PERTINAX."”

| -
|  Broader Vision Needed

“Equality of Opportunity” List-
ed as an Impossibility
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Among the many issues advo-
cated in letters in your paper is “Equal-
ity of opportunity.”

The great force that created man, has,
since time was, created distinguished
atoms, called men, who see ths oppor-
tunity, and are equal to the atill greater
feat of seeing the opportunity. Oppor-
tunities overwhelm millions of men who
gee in them only stones in the road.

Failing in the struggle for supremacy,
| man undertakes to wage the more dif-
! ficult battle for equality of opportunity.
Equality eliminates degree, If not su-
periative, comparative and positive,
which degree shall be the plane of equal-
ity, of opportunity, of action, of devei-
opment? Our very language must be
changed. We muat see all objects as
equally small or large or smaller or
larger, or smallest or largest. Compari-
uE is at the heart of creation,

avil as you will, you millions; if at
birth the force that croates faculty
does mnot bestow the faculty of being
oqual to your opportunity, the man
endowed with the faculty will seize it
before your very eyes.
WARD.

F.
Wants a “Wet” Candidate
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Bir: 1t will be unwise for the Re-
publican Nationsl Convention to sida-

I.

track the prohibition issue. The cand)-
date who nds. on. & wet platform
wgl__bl thfEsn to reeelve the oath of
offies. R. T, NICHOLLS,

jetraint of trade are unlawful,
Should not this be reminder enough |

This ae-
tion was taken when personal liberty
was being endangered by overshadowing
combinationa.

To-day individuals are suffering the

tion by labor unions. Many men are
forced into unioiis, because to stay out
would mean the loss of livelihood.
Many rebel against the limitations put
upon their desires to succeed, The en-
forcement of a limited day, as well as
all laws holding the ambitious worker
down to the low standards of the aver-
age laborer, is 8 menace to the free-

dem of opportunity for which America
stands.

One of the past glories of our land
has been man's ehance to vise from
emall beginnings to leadership in in-
dustry. Unless restraints en the per-
sonal liberty of the individual worker
arc removed this American opportunity
will soon be a thing of the past.,

Standardized Methods
In Bm}jness_&dvocated

Old-Fashioned Simplicity Need-
¢d 1o Remove Government
Complexities

To the Editor of the Tribune. |

We should seek to conserve
some of the eld-fashioned simplicity
rather than further complicate the al-
ready highly comqie‘x machinery ot
governmenl. Anierican life is so vast
and various it is hard for us {o “get
! together” except when the Federal gov-
| ernment takes a hand.

| If we could standardize now as we
did under Federal control during the
World War mosl of our troubles would
he over.

Although ouv industrial and economic
system is fundamentally sound and es-
sentially benecticent, the general lack
of standardization opens the way for
disturbing influences. In seeking to
stubilize the relations between capital
and labor, thus insuring fruitful cobp-
erative cfforl, there should be a con-
cevted cffort made to standardize as
fairly as possible along the proper
lines, which would discourage shifting
from one job to another, from one state
to another, in a vain effort to “find all
the coons up one tree” -

The Republican party has always en-
couraged standardization, and if re-
turned to power should stimulate gpe-
tivities along this line, while living up
to its constructive traditions,

FRANK ELLIS BEBOUT.

Sir;

National Industry Court

On Kansas Plan Proposed
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The subject of this letter is the
Kansas Industrial Court as te jtg
fundamental idea, though granting

that time and exporience may show
that it should be amended in some of
its details. The theory of democracy
i8 “pro bonoe publico.”

If there is no final authority to rep-

resent the people #3 a whole we will
huve a class government, no matier
whether it be labor or capital, and
either one or the other makes for au-
tocracy, The right to strike by labor
and the vight of lock-outs by capital
must have some limitations or we ho
longer have free government, but des-
potism. As to how such a court should
be organized Mr. Gompers has given
us hig idea, ‘“The men should be
chosen from the industrial ranks.” A
litigant is to be judge and jury on his
own case, Fven a Supreme Court jus.
tice does nol &it on u ease sbout which
he may be prejudiced The idea of
this industrizl court should be carried
cne step further, however, to prevent
any possible miscarringe of justice;
that ia, the erecting of a national su.
preme court of industrial relations.

have--a military dictator or govern-
‘ment by law and order under courts to
decide with equul justice between Cap-
| itel and labor their differences. This
|ia the choice, or the
iH.l}Hl'Ch.\J’ or sovietisn.

Republican Party Urged

To Keep Its Ranks Together
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: I submit as a vital and funda-
mental desideratum the completo de-
mocratization of the Republicen party.

The party must extend its organiza-
tion to ihclude, besides its managers
and committecs, those voluntary ecivil
bodies that live only for the pre-elec-
tion peviod—the whole clectorul body
that subseribes to its principles,

The party ought not merely to court
a citizen's vote, but to avail iteelf of
hin conutant nttention, tnterest and pnr-
ticipation, This might be dona shrough
the constitution of large, popular, per-
menent socletien,

BIDNEY W. REICH.
New York City.

(game loss of liberty because of regula- |

| Republicans Am“Urged to

b44 North Tenth Street, Philadelphin, |

final end will be |
I. H. B,

Americans for
American Ships
Made an Issue

System. by Which Marine
Service Will Be Made
Attractive for Native
Sons Strongly Advocated

J

Inducements Now Few

Fleet, Manned Mostly by
Foreigners, Is Called a
Disgrace to Our Flag

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The greatest issue that faces
the United States at the present time is
the development of the merchant ma-
rine,

Conditions for men in the marine
servica are much better now than be-
fore, but they are far below the stand-
ards on land. The induccments are far
inferior, and, save for a few romantic
Americans sttracted by the Shipping
Board, our ships are manned by foreign
seamen, with a sprinkling of renegade
Americans, runaways, fugilives from
justice and the like. i

The present merchant marine does
not appeal to the clean-cut, straight-
bred American. It must bs made to
appeal to him, Our merchant fleet is
not the largest in the world, Progress
demsands that it be. From the time of
the Phmnicians up to the pressnt day
the merchant fleets built empires.

Americans for American ships and
American ships for every port in the
world is the issue of to-day. Due to
the war, the question of a large mer-
chant marine has developed until now
it is not merely a problem, but & para-
mount national issue.

DEL DUNNING.

1610 Albany Street, Schenectady, N. Y.

‘Do Your Bit!’ Is
Given as Slogan

Do More for the Cause
Than Cast Their Ballots

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In peace, as in war, the slogan,
“Do Your Bit!" should be maintained.
In all charitableness to the present
!Adminiatratiun. the United States to-
{ day is bheset with problems—gigantic,
far-reaching—that must be solved and
tcannnt be solved unless you and the
Irother fellow “do your bit."

i Could mnot the Republican party
ladopt the war slogan? Is the task of
!the loyal Republican fully done when
| he goes to the polls and casts his bal-

lot? Tsn't there something more each
| one of vs could do az a cog in the
i mighty machine on which we hope to
! ride to viclory next November?

Let cach Republican in his little
! niche raise what food he ecan. If he
{has & foot of pround let him make
|uro of it. Little drops of water make
| the mighty ocean, and cvery bean
| raised releases one bean for the con-

sumption of some one else. Let those
{Wwho are able purchase their coal and
| other winter supplies practicable this

summer, Prices will be lower and
there will be less demand on

land the railroads next winter. )
| Let every one of us “do our bit” in
oiling' the road, so that when the Re-
publican machine reachcs its goal next
| March 4 it muay at once throw open
| the clutch and go spoeding ahead for
| four Years on Lhe highway of prog-
| perity.

“Ido your hit,” Republicans all, and
| the men you =end to Washington will

M., C. B.

labor

I do the rest.
)

Lincoln’s Pl:incip]es .
Given as Guide To-day

i Gaire for Nation’s 1lls Seen in

- Adherence to Sentiments
i of the Emancipaior
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: - Republican forms and practices
of government can be saved and re-

established only through the ageney of
political parties which represent some-
ithing more than the most that any
i one man ean ever he. One-man pariies
stand condemned by experience, The
| Republican party must assure all men
that it has something more than a
platforin to offer,

The platform at best is a testimony
of the party’'s prineiplea and of the
policy for the times by which they are
to be followed. At worst a platform is
a program of expedients which may be
obsolete before Election Day,

Happily, our principles are fixed and
knowt. Happily are they phresed in
those immortal words of Lincoln at
Getltysbirg. To serve the prineiples
then expressed the Republican party
was formed and for them has lived.
| By them better than by any others
ican lo-day’s problems be solved.
| More than onc-fifth of the planks
| submitted to you mre on Foreign Re-
| lations and on Americanism. To have
| “government of the people, by the peo-
ple and for the people"” is the sum of
our domentic policies. It is American-
| ism and it is also Americanization. To
keep it and to see that it “shall not
perish from the earth” measure our
whole duty to other peoples, .

The morrow is full of problems. No
platform can forecast all of them. But
these principles of the Republican
party will surely solve whatever may
Arise, GEORGE F. LONGEDORF.

To-Day’s Prize Letter

A Virtue Born of Patriotism Called Our Nation’s Greatest Need

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir:

many correspondents in the ability of

ernment to settle every problem. Does an embarrassed

irsty male desire
larger liberty, or an underpaid feacher crave adequate

housewife want better “help,” or a th

pay, or a downtrodden lasborer aspire

straightaway the cry goes up, “Let George do it!"—
which is, by interpretation, “Let Congress fix it up

and pass a law!"”

Nowhere is this tendency more evident than in the
genuinely pressing problem of the Americanization of
aliens, Educate them, we are told; establizsh u national
commission, appoint secretaries, make appropriations
—this js the short and easy solution,

*Now, everything depends upon what is meant by
Is not Lenine an educated man?
the revolghionaries of cyvery land pride themselves

l'w Could the average loyal
Ameritan workman pass as good an examination in
economics, government, history, philosophy as the rank

“education.”

upon heind¥ “intellectuals ?”

and file of the more active "Reds”?

The truth is that Americanization is quite as much

a spiritual process as an educational

An interesting feature of the Tribune Plat-
form Contest is the pathetic confidence reposed by

tional achievement, I should ecall it—by which the

citizen, present

the Federal gov-

to an easier job,

Do not

truth about America, as well as to know it.
comes fundamentally right.

1f, however, he remains fundamentally wrong, the
more you educate him in the common scceptation of
that much-abused word the more dangerous you make
him—or the more foolish. An educated rogue is more
of a menace than an uneducated one, i

or prospective, is. made to feel the
He be-

Wherefore, let us seek to build up virtue—not
virtue based upon ignorance (there iz no such thing),
but virtue based upon spiritual enlightenment, upon
knowledgze transmuted into belief, upen the personal
conviction thit good government iz impossible without
good citizens, and that no man can reaszonably expect
wore from the American state than he puts into it.
Let us educate men to go out and give an honest day's
work, or a living wage, as the case may be; to covet
the best thing; to be fair, square, loyal; to keep their
word and respect their souls.

It is American friendliness that will ultimately

Americanize, achieving more for national unity than

by any possible
one—an inspira-

output of a Federal educational mill.
i W. S

!
Platform Built

Upon 100 Words

To the Editor of The Tribune. -

Sir: While it iz foreign to your
plan it may at least be interesting
to eta if all the essential planks
can be summed up in one—keeping
within your 100 words.

1 supggest the following:

The Republican party stands for:

America first; law and order;
sound money; protection to labor
and industry; equitable taxation;
a budget system of appropriations
and expenditures; desirable immi-
gration; civil service; an adequate
and efficient army and navy; an
American merchant marine; service
mid; regulated private ownership
of public utilities; conservation of
natural resources; constant postal
progress; better pay and morve effi-
ciency in government departments;
a vigorous and effective Mexican
Fnlicy; a foreign policy that is
iumane and constructive, but not
entangling; the Monroe Doctrine:
no special privileges nér exemp-
tions; mno class or scctional legis-
lation; honesty: morality; effi-
ciency; progress and justice.

Philadeclphia, E. C

Government Blessings . |
Furnished by People |

Therefore Appeal Is Made for
Wise 'Thinking on Part
of the Voters
To the Editor of The Tribune. ]

Sir: I think it was at the Congress
of Vienna, after all the “Divine Right-
ers”™ had been allotted (his, that and
the other portions of the earth that
seelned most convenicnt to bestow,
that some one had the temerity to
ask what the people were to got.

We can answer that question now,
for the sequel shows that they got
very little.

Coming down to the present, I am
tempted to reverse the question and
ask what i3 our government getting
out of the people?

Our government is supposed to be
a government “by the peaple.” Very
gvod, then; but cun we gel more out
of it than we put in?

I think not.

Our government is not a Santa Claus
dropping blossings made in some -ro-
mole place down our chimneys, What
blessings of good government we gt
we must furnizh ourselves. »

This being granted, it is obvious
thut each onc of ws is in duly bound
to do all we can tp make our govern-
ment what it should bhe:

1. By discouraging seclfishness in our-
selves.

2, By tuking a more personal inter-
est in public affairs.

And, 3, by net intrusting by our in-
difference so much of our policies to
men whom we wouldynot trust with the
least fmportent of our personal busi-
ness,

We are the people—the people rule,

Then let us all rule wisely and not
let & few rule unwisely.

NORWICH.

American Ideals
Held Up as Guide
For All Nations

To the Editor of The Tribuno:

Sir: Getting rid of prejudicezs and
basing our eactions and thoughts on
“Love thy neighbor as thyself,” wauld
greatly serve toward an amalgamation
between the many nations on this
earth. America has a mission to per-
form and this mission is to bring all
the world into a new social order,

The wiy to set about this great tesk
is by means of good exaumple. Our
idealz, our laws, our government, all
thot America stunds for, is sound in
principle, and this soundness should
be preserved in practice as well, 7

Wea must bear in mind that life means
constant evolution and we must find
the connecting link between spirit and
matter. America will find this link,
and when it is found we have found
the light which will guide us onto the
great path ahead of us and other na-
tiona will follow.

CHOLLY FRIETSCH.
302 West Seventy-eighth Street, New
York City.

In the Mad Rush

| “Patriotism” a Word to Ponder Over

Government by authority you must |

for “Americanism”

To the Editor of The Tribune=

|

of devolion? .

country's welfare?
honor'" are at her mearvice?

wrocked upon Time's const.

Sir: The overshadowing of our word “Americanism” has partly, obseured
the value of our truly great word “patriotism.” In & country covering so
much territory and so large a population ms ours this may be pardoned to
some exient. However, it would be of value for every man and woman to
stop at times in our mad rush and seriously consider whether we really
know the meaning of patriotism, whether we are each a patriot,

Yes, we were all Americans, and we marched with the colors and were
all in step with the fife and drum, Since the music has ceaned, how many
of us can still stand in line under Old Glory and honestly salute the sacred
banner with (a heart that beats in time and in tuns with a national spirit

How much of a national spirit of devotion to our country's good is
there existing? Ilow often does each individual of us give a thought to our
How much of “our lives, our fortunes and our sacred

Think, think, Americans, patriots all, then act wisely, lest at some
slren's alluring; delusive eall our Ship pf State

shall on an awful day be
“BIXTY-ONE."”

1

Some Suggested Planks

Among the mass of suggestions for planks i

‘platform are

the following:

No Increase in Representation

Wao believe that a numerous as-
semblage is a deterrent to legislative
efficiency; that it obstructs conclu-
sions; prevents personal responsi-
bility, and that it not only impedes
effectual action, but is a waste of
public funds, Hence, wa assert our
opposition te any increase in the gize
of the Honse #s a result of the cen-
sus of 1920.—U, Holleman, Pheenix,
Avriz. I ¥

Longer Presidential Term #

We fayor the extension of the
T'residential term 1o six years. A
President shalt not be eligible for
reélection for the next succeeding
term, The members of the House of
Representatives are to be chosen in
earh Presidential year and every
third vear thereafter.

One-half of the members of the
venate shall be chosen in each Presi-
dential year and one-half every third
yeur thereafter. The term of no
Qre{et‘li‘. Senator shall be abridged.—
by

Distribution of Wealth

We adveeate & law for equalizing
the distribution of wealth, as fol-
low: (Subject to a further perfee-
Lion of detail, after trial), namely:
No fortune of a private individua}
ghall be allowed to cxceed five mill-
ion dollars; all over this amount
ghall be turned over to ihe govern-
nient for education, The inillions
will provide a surplus, which shall
be uzed to pay a bonus to American
soldiers and sailora— Minter Rob-
bine, Faunsdale, Ala.

Economy to the Limit

Feonomy must be observed to the
limit in order Lo relieve civilized
people from oppressive hurdens in-
curred by nations for wears armed
to the teeth; imperialistic doctrines
must be destroyed lest a greater
militarism menace mankind than
the one it has almost ruined the
carth to avercome, and society in
all lands must be so rearranged that
legal tobbery through expleitation
and profiteering khall no  longer
exist, Laurance B. Lyman. 12566
Park Avenue, Rochester, N. Y.

War on Living Cost

The Tepublican party pledges it-
self to investigete the high cost of
living in all ita phases and to
promptly and summarily deal with
trades people in whatsoever line of
business who ave found to he charg-
ing unreasonable prices for their
prgducts or prices in excess of a
fair {Jrorit. especiaily in those things
which are universally considered the
necessities of life.—*Teachers’ Bill,”,
Ketehum, Okla,

* Adhesion to Constitution

The Republican party advoecates
firm adhesion to the principles of
Washington and the Iathers, The
nation should not meddle with what
does nok toncern ug, nor tolerate aid
and comfort to the enemies of those
nations with whom we are at peace.
—Sencx,

Reservations Indispsnsable

The Republican parly reaffirms its
loyally to tle Monroe Doctrine as a
permanent part of our national poliey
and, moreover, would promote only
such forms of international unien as
shall unequivocally recognize the due
and perenniul sovereignty and the
distinctive politicel mission of the
United States. Wherefore, while it
advocates an early conclusion of the
treaty with Germany, it does so only
on condition that reservations sub-
stantially the same as those recently

adopted by a majority of the United
States Senate be incorporated into
the treaty as indispensable to Amer-
ica’s becoming a gsrty to it.—Jacob
W. Richardson, 12 Dunmore Stroct,
Roxbury, Mags.

Great Merchant Marine

We would endeavor to make the
American merchant marlne, pri-
vately owned and manned by Amer-
ican seamen, second to none on the
high geas.—Respectfully submitted
by the son of one of the earliest Re-
publicans in this ecountry.

Brotherhood it; Business

Wa believe in working with all our
might on reconstruction work. We
adopt the principle of all men are
brothers and entitled to equal rights
in regard to work and recreation.
We believe in the plan of employer
and employee being business part
ners and having the gsame’ associates,
going to the same church and school
and amuzements—L, F. D, Menard,
Tex,

| Higher School Efficiency
|  Knowing full well that our Ameri-
I can schools are molding the eciti-
| zens of to-morrow and realizing that
our children are placed in the hands
| of another, the teacher, for the most
| impressionable and ecritical periods
| of their lives, the Republican party
| will do its utmost to seciire legisla-
| tion to the effect that the teacher
| be given a bountful and living wage,
I

thereby raising the standard of the
profession and strengthening the
Americanism of our future men and
women,—Runsell Burkhard, 8 South
Twelfth Street, Philadciphia, Pa.

Private Ownership

We believe our industries and com-
meree cannot remain normal without
healthy competition in private hands,
and that it is no functipn of our gov-
ernment to ggsume control over
Lhem except to prevent unfairness in
gny way that it manifests itself. The
principle of the law of supply and
demand is sound and will correct
many evila if allowed to work un-
hampered. We shall repel any self-
ish attack upon this law, from what-
ever source it comez.—Fred N.
Parks, Norwich, N. Y. |

Government by the People

The Republican party feels itself
under a solemn duty to the country
to reaffirm the self-evident truths
that governments derive their just
powers only from the congent of the
governed, and that the history of
all mankind, whether under despot-
isms or anarchies, pure democracies
or republics, teaches that eternal
vigilance is-the price of liberty.—
R. 8. Dowst, 707 Grand Avenue, St.
Puul, Minn.

| Homes for the Homeless

| We view with alarm the rapid in-
erease in the number of homeless
among our population. And we are
uncompromisingly in favor of the
policy originated by the Republican
party of providing homes for the
homeless, and in pursuance of this
policy we are in favor of developing
a system that will enable every per-
son of strength and energy to own a
home and thereby remove the unrest
now threatening the safety of our Re-
| public.—Sterling P. King, 1028 East
| Ashley Street, Jacksonville, Fla,

Promotion of ‘_Educnliun

We pledge ourselves to initiate
. and support every consistent meas-
ure to provide for the highest gen-
eral and special educatiom of EVEery
individual in this nation and this
planet.—Reid Davies.

Income and Luxury Tax
Here to Stay, He Holds

Welfare of Government De-
mands That People Help
to Bear Its Burdens
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir:  The United States incurred a
steggering amount of indebtedness
during the recent war: the present

annual interest iz more than the en-
tire debt of a few years Ago.

On all sides we hear proposals for
new activitiea that the Federal govern-
ment should undertuke. " Many favor
a8 department of educalion to unify
the entire school system of the eoun-
try. Others clamor for universal mili-
tary training, the annusl expense of
which is conservatively estimated as
equal to the cost of running the entire
government in 1908, Bonuses for ex-
service men are beingurged. Improved

rouds and waterways are held to be:

essential,
Many of {hese suggestions have
much {o recommend them. In the face

of thisedesperate fiséal gituation there
arise a number of complaints as to
the gross unfairness of the income tax
and the luxury tax, along with de-
mands that the former be reduced and
the Iatter repealed. :

How, then, is the government to
remain solvent? 1t is certainly un-
reasonable and selfish to expect new
benefits from a government already
burdened with indebtedness withont
being willing to puy an inerensed price,
o Lot us entertain no illusions. Poli-
ticians who promise a reduction of
takes are only imposing upon tha pub-
lic, The debt und expenses are, here,
and they must be paid, Let the in-
dividual cheerfully auuma-: is. share,

Policy of Fixing Term
Of President Denounced

System Favored by Which It
Could Oust Incompetents and

. Hold Efficient Men
To the Editor of The ¥ribune.

.l

Sir: Any one who has had dea]'mzsl

with #the government knows how un-
! businesslike methads, ineficiency and

delay are caused by “red tape"” regu-
| lations. Many are inclined to plice
fthe blame for this on government em-
ployees. But the employees are pow-
erless to change matters,

A change to a single siX-year term
for the President has been Proposed.
This merely adds two years to the time
that we must endure an incompetent
*President and subtracts two years from
the time that we might have the bene-
fits of & competent one. We should be
dble to get rid of a weak, inefficient
President without having to resort to
impeachment, We should be able to
retain the services of a od, effi-
cient President as Iong as he retains
public confidence and is willing to
serve.

Some day we must make a change
in the Presldential term. Until we
do the government will continue to be
inefficient. The best President we
could possibly get would be unable to
effect a permanent change, Why not
make this change as soon ms poasible ?
The Republican party can begin it.

Let us elect our Presidents to serve
as long as they retain' the confidence
of the people, as the premiers of
France and England are elected. Lat
us, dismiss them only when they wish
to resign or when lack of non%donca
iz definitely proved.

ARETAS A. BAUNDERS.

1 the. Republican %

Only an Echo
Ringing Always

Radicalism Diagnosed a5
Incurable Malady

Has Thrived on
of “Civilizatiop”

Immunity Is Only Curb

Localization Removes Majn
Curse of Disease, and
This Is Suggested

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: It seems necessary that radical.
ism ghould ba distinguished from Bn-
archy in the public's attitude toward
the problem of the radical. In tie first
place, it is not a problem of our own
century exclusively. There have besn
radicals since the dawn of history, and
the point to be noted is that each syc-
cessive advance in the development of
| social and political frecdom has been
| met by some clenment in sociely with
the ery of “Red,” or its cquivalent,

i It cannot be denied that vadicalism is
& natural protest against the righrs
I'of existence by those who cannot adapt
| themselves—the failures, tha mentally
abnormal paranociacs and those thin.
skinned persons who, being driven to
monomania by an overdeveloped senss
of the inequslities; become impatient
reformers.

It is, after all, the normal instinct af
self-preservation distorted, misguided
and maliciously expressed. The dls-
tinction to be mnade is that it may be
a natural function in some minds
rather than an acquired one. But just
as it is ghls, $0 13 it not to be sup-
pressed,

The best we can do is to prevent the
spread of this disease of the wocial per-
cepiions by making the HVETRgE man
immune. Make him immune, not by
suppressing the radical but by revesl-
ing to the average man's common senge
the unseund principles and assuredly
digastrous results of the extreme rad-
ical’s aim.

This is primarily the duty of our
roiu!u_r educational systems and the
publicity agencies of the nation, It
wopld be wasteful, and is unnecessary
for 4he Federal government to under-
take separate educational effort. Aside
from the repression of crimingl an-
archy, thia problem is one of intellee-
tual control. Localize the diseass to
those who are its natural carriers.
Properly inoculated, very few men will
contract the diseane.

The Ruszian autocrata g—ied the other
way for two centuries. See what hap-
pened, D. F. H,

Three Reasons Given
For Revising Tariff
On Downward Grade

To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: The Republican party of to-day
should recommend the revision, to meat
changed conditions, of the tariff down-
ward. The object of this reversal is
threefold: (1) To diminish the high
cost of living by admitting goods of
{foreign manufacture to meet the under-
production of such geods at home;
12} 1o encourage sgriculture by the
discouraging through reign com-
petition of industries profitable only
through protection amounting te sub-
sidy; (3) to hasten the economie re-
hebilitation of our European neighbor
nations by providing an increased mar-
ket for their manufactures, and so in-
directly fromoting stablc poace con-
| ditions throughout the world,
FUEN VAN KLEECK, M. D,

{o

. Wasteful Investigations

{Woman Scores High Cost of
i Talk-Fests

| To the Editor of The Tribune,

| Sir: The high cost of living is the

Ilbugbenr of the American houschold.
| It &ifects every man, woman and child
1 in the United Stutes and therefore 18
| the primary factor to be considered by
any party in its platform.

Every voter realizes that ritrava-
gance, mismanagenment and inefficiency
icause increase in prices. Mo hears
{much about under-production, but he
isn’t worrying about that. He's con-
vinced that somehow he is the “goat
in the mix-up. -
i If those who demand and secure in-
| vestigations were ohliged to pay costs
themselves, when no indictments fol-
lowed the talk-feet, then the real ef-
[forts to securr knowledge in the in-
| teresta of good government would re-
| ceive aympathy and support

Sooner or later investigations must
i be curbed in the interests of ccopomy.
Why not now? -
] MARGARET F. MAGEE.

iOne-Nan Rule Condemned:
| Prohibitive Law Suggested

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: One of the weaknes=ses of our
| svstem of goverrment ia the lack of
| ability to overcome such a deadlock as
et nresent exifts with reference to the
ecnce treaty. The condition. of course,
arose because of the sutccratic tem-
perament of the Chief Executive,

This unfortunate condition can be
obviated only by some change in the
|t".omtitution prohibiting the President
| from making statements as to the posi-
| tion the country will take on any mat-
ter, especially one relating to foreign
| affairs, without advising with tiie Sen-
| ate. No one man is good enough or
| wige enoygh to decide the stand our
government is to take.

A. E. MONTGOMERY.

Eighty Inquiries
} And Few Results

| ; ;
|| To the Editor of The Tribune.

| Sir: Congress, during the recent

|| session, was asked to make more

]! than two hundred “investigations.”

;' 0Of this number more than cighty

|| were actually made.

: What was inveatigated ?

{ What was the finding?

| Who was guilty?

| What was the final outcome?

! These are pertinent questions and

{} their answers might well be sought.

{ Congressional investigations are
expensive, both as to time and,

[ money, There are times when they

are necessary, advisable and right,

but can it be possible that these

elghty wera all necossary? i
Glen Cove, N. Y. H. W. B.




