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ow One Big

The National City Bank Club Pro-

vides Its Members With Neces-

sities and

Pleasures

Bv Arnold Prince

ALL STREET was boom-

ing along as usual. It

was the luncheon hour, |

and that famous thor-|
oughfare, where so much that is
casual anid commonplace rubs el-!
pows with the near-miraculous and
strange, was filled with the workers"
in the banking and brokerage houses
gut for their noonday meal. Some |
of these were bankers, important
personages whose names meant
comething on the bottonm line of a
check. Others—and, of course,
these were greatly in the majority
—were mere office assistants, brn-l
kerage clerks, markers, stenogra- |
phers, paying tellers and others peo- |
pling the busy hives on this most
interésting of streets,

Part of the hurrying human stream |
came from the big eolonnaded gran-
ite structure at 55 Wall Street, the
wational City Bank, and part from'!
the offices of the International Bank-

ing Corporation—known on the|
Sireet as the I. B. C.—and the!
National City Company. Like au-

tumn leaves caught up in contrary
winds, the hastening bipeds milled
and eddied, casting off occasional |
gide shoots as groups disappeared |
into basement cafés or nearby res-
taurants.

Like a Grocery Store
Bat not all were bound for lunch-

room3 and sandwich emporiums.

Here and there, it might have been
phserved, individuals dropped out,
he street to the tall build-
ing at 60 Wall Street. Taking the
elevators. to the sixth floor, they
formed into line, passing through
a door into what seemed to be an
old-fashioned  “corner  grocery”
which some enterprising merchant,
with 2an eye to the unusual, had
somehow managed to establish on
one of the upper floors of a sky-
scraper in the financial district. The
fragments of conversation overheard
he line moved forward strength- |
ened this impression.
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pounds of sugar, please—
ye&, two collars—some coffee—what
i n selling for to-day?” were
of the remarks.

he line continued to go forward
siead|ly, tha elerks behind the coun-
ter working swiftly handing out the
packages. Thoze wha called for
ar presented little yellow cards
the men behind the wooden
ed when handing out
} This part the
proceedings resembled scenes wit-
nesgedd in many cities in Europe
during the day, and a person of
imagination might have got the im-
pression that somehow one of these
scenes had become lost and was be-
mg repeated in New York regardless
of the armistice and the proceedings
at Versailles. The people in line
did not lonk like war sufferers, how-
ever, being, on the contrary, well
ard apparently well satis-
They
exchanged pleasant

work proceeded.

A Food Sale
What waz going on was one of
the sales of food and merchandize
beld daily by the City Bank Club
o its mes The club
posed of employees of the Na-
tiona] Cj

-~ 3
0x

dresze(
fied with their lot in life.
ind the cler
remarks zs

hers, is com-

v Bank, the National City
Internationsal
As the re-
sources of the National City Bank
glone zre excess of $1,000,000,-
000 something of the character of
the organization will be indicated.
ity Bank Club has been in
existence for several years, but re
cently, doubtleas because of the
mounting cost of necessities, its ac-
tivities have been greatly extended.
Even gigantic concerns like the
National ity Bank and the twc|
Othiers, with their vast wealth and
branches all over the world, cannnt!
“¥erlock the human element, and.!
venturea of much smaller
sde, realize the importance
after their employees. |
That time-wrinkled saw about the
thain being as strong as its weakest
link is not so far from the truth
after all, |
The National City Bank and the
"6 other corporations have 3,400
‘Mployees in New York City alone, |
Which does not take into con-
¥deration the thousands they have
B ke other cities of the world.
Bacently, like all other huthans,
employees have felt the effects
of the high cost of living, which ac
“UNts 16 some extent for the inter-
anﬂ fpectacie witnessed each day
M the hix building at 60 Wall
Btreet, ang probably had somethin«

Company and the

Banking Corporation.

a

|
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% do with the following item which
peared in the newspapers re-
cendly

“Purchase of the Dreier residence,
& No. 6 Montague Terrace, Brook
™ 0 be made into a elubhouse
Vg Bonounced yesterday by the |
WY Bank Club, the organization of |
W Maffs of the National Citvl

| ization of

[ Bank, the National City Company
and the Internatinnal Banking Cor- |

poration.

To Live at the Club

“Fifty members of the club will

| make their homes at the clubhouse, |

which also will be a social and recre-
ational center for the entire organ-

£ 5,200 members. The prop-
erty is to be remodeled for the pur-
pose,

“The rates will ba $50 a month,
which will include a room and two

meals a day. The house will be run
on a cost basis and is expected to
maintain itself. It will he used Tor
temporary accommodations, in addi-

tion, of some membhers of the college

| training class conducted at the bank
| each wyear.

These young men are

selected from many American eol-

leges to enter the foreign service of
the bank.”

The item did not add, as it might

| have, that the City Bank Club also

pays part of the tuition of a large

number of its members ath:nclingI
| night classes at various universities
of the city; that it conduects an in- |

vestment fund where employees may
deposit their savings and earn good
interest; that in connection with

| these activities it has for members

a housing plan under which they
are assisted in buying their own

. homes, and that, tn addition, it of-

fers opportunities for healthful

‘recreations, such as tennis, baseball, |

basketball, bowling and other ath-
letie

exercises. Occasionally, too,
the club gives dances, dinners and
other entertainments which are

quite elaborate in their character.

In taking into consideration the
interesting endeavor of these three
big orpganizations to “keep their
workers contented and on the job,”
the reader should not confuse the
clubhouse just purchased on Mon-
tague Terrace, in Brooklyn, with the
City Bank Club itself. The clubhouse
across the river is merely one of the
many activities of the parent organi-
zation, the City Bank Club itself.

| Whereas the City Bank Club has

more than 2.200 members in New
York alone, the capacity of the club-
house in Brooklyn is, as the item in
the newspapers stated, only about

[ fifty.

Cheap Club Life

Nevertheless, taken in connection
with the other undertakings of the
Wall Street corporations and its
bearing on the present problem of
the high cost of living, the Brook-'
Iyn venture is interesting. Think of
getting two good’ meals a day, a
comfortable bed and the privileges
of a club in these days for %30 a
month! Of course, a majority of
those who live or are to live in the
house in Brooklyn are the younger
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ONFERENCE of officers
and erecutives of the City
Banfe Club

|

;\Hfﬂ" home of the ity
Y Bank Club in Brooklyn

realty company, a cluli venture,
took its name from that.) *“The
building is one of the fine old resi-
dences of the city. It

men in the banking organizations, is

run on a
the juniors. cost basls, which proves auite a
“The clubhotse was purchased | boon to the unmarried fellows, who

would otherwise have to

telz or lodging houses

with the assistance of the Number live in ho-
Eight Realty Company,”
West, the president of the City Bank
Club. (Number Eilght is the number
of the National City Bank in the |
HMearing House Association, and the

said Percy

re

“The clubhouse provides, too, a
center for entertainment and vecroa-
tion far all members. The spacious

drawmg room and hallz give eppor-

Sbeakers Bé’ff;?;- s‘:'ze Cit;-;;“liank Cl.'.fb_m

David K. Houston,
Secretary of the Treasury

Judge Robert Lovett,
Chairman of the Board of the
Union Pacific

John 1. IL',‘.!EH-’.
President of the Anaconda
Copper Company

.

Charlea M. Sehuwab,
Preaident aof the Bethlehem

Nteel € loovvern

harles I, (Crane,
Ambassador to China

Sir (reorye Paish,
English financier

bl

| . =
| THH qirls’ basketball team
| of the City Bank Club

tunitics for dances for groups in the
bank. The house itself located
about as convenient!y to the bank

as it iz possible ta live.

15

Only ten |
it roally
biardly a trip a2 distances are meas-

minutes hy subway, 5

ured in New York: The house itself
averlooks the Hast River, which
makes it a delightful residence both
n winter and summer., From the
clubhouse veranda the Statue of Lib-
erty and Governor's Island are
easily visible. Just across the river |
can be seen the skyling of New
York.” |
Run by the Members '

Mr. West added that the man-|

agement of the clubhouse in Brook-
lyn is very largely in the hands of

the occupants themselves, under the

. |
general supervision, of course, of the |

City Bank Club.

“They are confined to nn strict|
rules of government,” he explained,
“and run the house pretty much as

| they pleaze within the limit of the
¥y p

club contral.”

This solves the problem pretiy |
well for the voung bachelors. For |
the others, the 3,150 men and younws
women who live with their parvents
or have homes of their owr, there

is the “store"” in the skyseraper at

60 Wall Street. This store is called |
the “Buydirect Service” department. |
The name, of course, is self-ex-

planatory, and what goes on there

daily will interest many in these
days of high prices.
There is, in the first place, no

middleman. The “Buydirect Serv-
ice’”” makes its purchases first hand,
and gells to members at cast, plus
a shght addition for “overhead.”
Tlhat this : saving of
course, a fact which needs no elaho-
ration,

"I_]]H’

is,

i

thing remembered
is that the City Bank Club does not
give charity,"” said Roger Steffan, ex-|
peutive seeretary of the club, “The
house in Brooklyn is self-maintain- |
ing, and so is the ‘Buydirect Sery-|
ice.” Only so much is added as is!
needed to pay the expenses of up-
keep. This amounts to about per
cent above the cost of purchases,
“There 18 a saving, and, of course,
we can do a great deal also in time-
Iv buying. What we do is to mass
the purchasing power of 3,200 per-
suns to the very best advantage, and |
buy in the market where the best |
bargains are offered.”

to be

Comparative Prices :
As to the prices themselves, which |

the data for this article were gath-
ered:

On the
Buydireet Service. Market
Tew; centa a half pound F .40
{ , fivespound packages, $2.10 2.50
Safety razor blades, 70 centa a
dozen 2 2 o D0
Filet + light bulbs, £1.10 for five 2.00
Yarn, two-ounce ball, 58 cents AN
Sugar, 22 cents a pound 3
Corned beef (canned’, 5 centa a
N 1 = — . B E]
Tongur ‘canned), 24-ounce cana,
$1.37 15

Choeolate, $1.10 & pound

= L5
These are only a few of the arti-

Raées TT ha_t

EFORE the great war stopped

many of the sports in France

ane the gueerest racing

vontests was that held dur-
ing the summer months in every sec-
tion of the country. It was a
weight-carrying race, and for sev-
eral a young fellow named
Jean Ricaud had been champion, as
he never failed to defsat everybody
who entered against him. He was
a market porter, and since a small
boy had gradually become uzed to
carrying heavy loads upon his back
=0 1t was seemingly easy for him to
keep on winning, In this odd race
tne contestants are furnished an
equal number of sacks containing
the same amount of heavy maternal,
and at a given signal they must
swing these sacks upon the back and
race for the geal, which is sixty
vards distant,

of

YEars

Jean won the championship by
supporting a weight of 600 pounds
on his shoulders and then ran the
distance of sixty vards in fifty-eizht
seconds. You are able to realize
how difficult it is to run a race of this
kind, as the several sacks of weights
are much harder to hold in position
than one enormous dumb-bell of the
zame weight would be, It thought
that Jean Ricaud will be ahle to hold
the championship just as leng as he
nleases, for he is very careful of his
health and is always in good condi-
wion for a race,

The Greased Pig
A greased pig race is usually one
of the funniest things to he seen at
the different county fairs held every

year in almost every section of the
United States. A small, lean pig is
selected, and after being well
greased it is turned loose in the

ring, and after getting a good start

| on the crowd of bovs who are going

to try to catch it the word is given
and the big race is an. If you have
ever tried to cateh and hold a voung

|drive the point home better than| pig without any greass on it you

{anything else, here is what some of | know what a difficult thing it must
them were on the day recently when | be to secure a good grip on one that

usiness Is Taking Care of Its Employees

A General Store in

a Wall Street Sky-

scraper Has Bargain Sales in

Food and Clothing

cles dealt in, but they give some]
idea as to comparison in prices. The |
savings on many items average from I
25 to 75 per cent, according to Ex-
ecutive Steffan. The “store” buys
only the highest grades, believ-
ing these are what the members
want.

“The people of this eountry will !
buy the best, if the prices are with- |
| In their reach,” said Executive Stef-

Ifan. |

; The hours for the sales were fixed
isn as to fit in with employment of |
the members. Orders for all arti-
cles, which range from shirts to safe- |
ty pins and jams to collar buttons, |
| are taken in the morning before
the members go to work. 'The first
sale each working day starts at|
[11:30 a. m. and continues until 1:30 |
| p. m. There is a second sale start-|
| ing at 4:30 o'clock in the aftornnnn.I
| which continues until the last pur-|
|chaser is supplied.

[ “Our weekly business amounts to |
| about $5,000, I should =av,” said |
[ Executive Steffan, who has general |
| supervision over all the activities of |
the organization. “Our biggest
trade, of course, has been in sugar. |
This is because of the scarcity in
the market. In order to prevent
hoarding we have restricted pur-
chages to four pounds a week, and
each member is provided a|
sugar card which he must prosent
a4t the time he makes his pur-
chase,

with

Big Trade in Sugar
“The saving on the sugar has not
been as great as on many other arti-

cles, hut, being able to pet it

d

has been

quite an accommodation,
We've been sellimg sugar steadily

regardless of the condition of
market,"

the

Executive Steffan added that by
‘massing the purchasing pawer” of
the 3,200 members of the ¢lub many
bargaing were obtained throueh |
timely buying. The club also looks |
to the future, and laving in supplies |
Thus club !

recently bought 18,000 epes, which it

for disposal later, the
put in eold storage to be sold next
winter. The price will be what the
eggs are worth when they were put
in, instead of what they might bring

then, as is the practice amoug deal

As of the

ers out for profits 200

employees in the three financial
ganizations one

are rivls

women, special Ju':l‘;:azr_s- alzo are of-
fered from time tp time appealing to
feminine tastes.
“We hold a
every Iriday,” explaine
“These are held in
rest

EOTLS

.0 rl:

and

15 as slippery as an esl, =
who catches
greased one surely
the prize, which 1=
lesz than the pig
ing part of it is that often m
Ig':ui; its leg, and someti
the pig's legs

low

1t :i'!'." am

held by

runners who la; la tiy VingE
caught the animal, but the |
generally given to the one having
the best hold on its bodyw. IT ypou
ever get intn a rage of this kind be
sure and put on sﬁue old ¢l S0
vou can make a hig dive ¢ he yig
and grab it around the hody with
both arms. Another almozt as funny

race 2 LIMmeE

3 held at these
hetween slow mules, th

that he f:
able to make his mule go ar
ring in the szlowest time

whatever prize 1z offeresi,
1
- Turtle Races
Turtle fishermen of Flor:
had races with turtles
steeds, to the great
the onlookers and bathe
ferent beaches.
tles, each weigh
pounds;, are usually
these gueer contests
ermen puton their bathing s

in P
1 |

Two 1

get upon the backs of the turtles,
which their friends are haoldine aut
lon the beach. At the signal to g

turtles

course, hegin
After rea
tures wou

the are

crawling alon ttom
riders shift their weight to the back
part of the zhell and at the
time pull upward on the front part,
which prevents the turtie from pat-
ting ita head under. Instead of let-
ting them swim out to sea the riders
guide the turties by pulling them to
the right or left =0 that they race
along parallel with the shore and
| the spectators get a good chance to
| see the final resili, Some of these
races have been known to continue
for miles and at the finish the win-
ning turtle would be exhibited as the

. bhut their

same

Are Not to the Swift

recently we offered a lot of nice furs
which the club had been able to get
at a bargain.”

One of the noon sales was just
starting. and a demonstration was
had of how the thing works. The
hall of the busy downtown structure

lled with the purchasers, and s
cheerful hum arose as the men and
women, youths and young women,

|ﬁ]er1 by.

Outside, Wall Street hummed
and buzzed with rumors and re-
ports of rising and falling prices;
peaple wers ruching lunchward or
speculating fever'shly  between
bites as to the fate of some stock
or other. But up here the finan-
cial district and its worries seemed
far away indeed. Shirts, collars,
packages of eatables and other
articles passed in a never ending
stream .ver the counter, the oe-
casional chuckle that went up in-

| dicating that no one was breaking

his heart especially over the re-

| verses being suffered by the H. C. L.

An Education, Too

The club’s educational plan is not
as spectacular us the food sales,
but it is equally as important. In
addition to the studies at the uni-
versities it has courses in the tech-
nical side of banking itself. Thesa
are given at the three organiza-
tions from whose staffs the mem-
bership of the club is drawn. In-

struction is given in foreign ex-

change, eredit or banking practice
and kindred subjects. A course in
business letter writing is conducted

especially

for men and women en-

gaged in handling the bank’s cor-

rrespondence,

All sorts of prublems in banking,
business and finance are discussed,
the

natiun

and some of important

mast

men in the have made ad-

dresses to the classes. Among these
M.

the Bethlehem

have heen (harles Schwab,
Steel
Company; Secretary of the Treas-
ury David R. Houston; Charles R.
Crane, Ambassador to China; John
L. Ryan, president of the Anaconda
Copper Mining Company; Judge
Robert Lovett, chairman of the
buard of the Union Pacific Railway,
and Sir George Paish, the English

financier.

president of

The club, like the management of
the very
largely in” the hands of the mem-
i Their

hkouse in Brooklyn, is

bers themselves.

opiniuns

interests, club
1 their employment, and pen-

these subjects

either in the

3 on
ited and encouraged.

swimmer of that particu-

the Hagenheck's

us zoo in Hambuzg, Germany,

war

eral iarge tortoizes which be-
it the children of
wed 10 ride them

A

DECKS

the
tor-
low attend-

the

Many laughable races were started

way, for even the attendants

ves bepan taking so much 15

terest in the affairs that they would
strive 1n every way to make their
tortaize oyoss the line hefore the
others.  The boys and girls who

rode them also became very much
exeited, and would try in every way
to make their mounts win out, for
nobody likes to be a loser, even in a
] But slow as it is, the

!
race.

{4 1= always sure to get there,
s it did in the old fable of its

famous race with the floet-fneted
hare that thought it could take g
snooze and then win the race.

Al the Bronx Zoo
In the New York Zoological Gar-
| dens many amusing raves also take

piace in the hig tortoise pen when-
ever two of these creaturss spy a bit
Although
these tortoises are quite large, no-

of food at the same time.

body has been allowed to ride them
as yvet. In thiz same zoological gar-
den there are spiritad races between
the sea lions whenever they are fad
The attendant

feeding them will toss the fish to op-

their ration of fish.

posite sides of the pocl, and in their
haste to reach them the sea lions

will leap through

water and
often up into the air at such speed

the

that the

eve can gcarcely follow
their movements. Of course, the
fortunate sea lion winning thesa

' races gets the fish for his prize.



