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Belief in Miracles as an
Congressman Volstead,

Preacher Opponent, Who Made the

Charge and Won Primary, De-

barred in Lower Court

ROHIBITIONISTS have al-
ways their
strength from the Church,
and now prohibition in Amer-
down concretely to the |

drawn main

ica comes
parable of the ILoaves and the|
Fishes, for it is on that parable that |
the return of Congressman Volstead,
wsuthor of the Volstead act, to Con-
gress hinges.

Mr. Volstead was defeated in the
Minnesota primaries in June for the
Republican nomination to Congress
from the Tth Minnesota Congression-
2l District
was the Rev, O. J. Qvale, who claims
drier than Mr,

41
e

to he ever

Tht on surface,

it
does

would win either way, but
if Mr. Volstead
to Congress the chair-
Hou

bhe a wet,

wouldn't, for

t g0 baek

of the se Judiciary Com-

nittee awvill
&re Prel
n that case there will be a new

and the wets

aved to bet two to one that

€

forcement act to replace the NVul-
steard act and that the new aet awill
permit. o zood deal more than one- |

alechal in a

ifow the Mirasele Fipures

His vietorious opponent |

Volstead. |
prokibition |

| gress for the 7Tth Minnesota District,
jand Mr. Volstead's—the defeated
:-:s['-irant

' Court Finds for Volstead

The peint is that in
the primary :-ampug n fhr- Rev. Mr,
Qvale charged Mr. toad with be-
ing an atheist count of not be-

the course of

on
| lieving in the parable of the Toaves
| and the IMishes.
result of the
nounced, My,

Quale with

Immediately on the
primary
Volstead charged My

violating the Minnesota

Corrupt Practices Act in bringing a

charge of atheism which Mr, Vol-

stead s:

Gisgl il for the nomination. A
Circuit Court judge has already de-
cided in Ay, Volstead's faver and

o Supreme Court.
The Rev. 0. J. Qvale is a village
reacher and a convert to the polit-

ical faith of the Nonpartisan

His victory over Congress-
man Valstead in the Republican
primary was an anomaly in polities
in A Dilter enemy of the
saloon, the Rewv. My, (Jvale was nom-

ted by the votes of those who
votirn to the guod old days
¢and liquor, not because the

Qvale less, but because

oy —————

s is false, and, hence, being |

case has been appealed to the |

I‘}

| known the (Zonsrross.man was defeat- |
| ed,

1

|
|
|

name will go on the ballot, |

being an- |

i FO‘\(,RLSS‘MA‘\T VOL-

STEAD ean prove he be-
| ieves the mireele of the
Loaves and Fishes wherein
Christ fed a multitude with
five loaves and two fishes he
neeg retirn to (m:r;msw

He was urged by thousands,
from Portland, Me,, to its namesake

| on the Paeific Coast, to hocome an

independent eandidate in November.

But Congresman Volstead, aside

.fr(-um heing a dry, has been through

many hard-fought campaipns. He

’lmrl another card up his political

enters the ;
: | .l.c" Jmu 1 Volstead more.
L 4 | +hey o 1 .
wl the 1 During the eampaizn, a hitter one
i while iy lasted, Mr. Quvale attacked
Tovua avent forth, end saw  the saloon in every campaign speech
; i i Ao apoved T]:-:—I wets smiled over ]'1'-1 t.f‘rt]ﬁ'ﬂf--
laghing: d niailed contributions to
: m towerd themn, amnd
* his campaign fund
i sick.
o o ; Couldn™ Gfend Wets
Heit kbt qeas evening, His
ta Him, sauing, This Mr. Qvale promptly returned the
& e dnd e Anite s cls. The wets srinned, and
-l it bl rde i wherever he epolie they packed the
‘ w g oito the villeges (Dallland led in the applause. ley
s vickils: taek the disearded noney and con-
DAty id wnto them. They 4ucted a Qvale eampaien of their
pb o Ahem boent, OWn, guistly but efeetively, When |
o wito Hip, We have  Primary day ecame they voted fur'
aves, and twn fishes: | WiMUtp a man.  As tlie preacher was
Bring: them hither to |t 18 ot Lhr- Nenpartisan League |
, which breaght him thousands
R i o tha mufes | OF farmer wvotes, and bicked as he
- o the grass, and | vas by the churchpeople, the wet
7 lowes and the two | YOte turned the tide for kim. e
o td Eouking wp to lreayen, | Wils nominated by a lavie majority. |
/ b wod brake, and guve the The wets rejoiced, lere in Minne-
I to dfiy disciples, and the | sata and everywhere whers the Vol
L i tive multitude. a1 det had hw'lpl-ri bury John Bar-
2l U did el eat, and were | leyeorn. The San Francisco convens
filfed they tool up the frag- | tion—the wet part of it—revelad m.
f remained, twelve baskets  the nows.
Juils | The drys of the nation were az|
“Aud they that had ewten were |much concerned over the dofeat of
aficut pue thonsand men, beside men | their champion in the House as the
dn qesnen.t [wets were elated, and the h-]r‘gi';tph
I'he question iz, Does Mr. Volstead | instruments in the 1ittl eity aof
belleve in this miracle and ean he | Granite Falls, where trm-'r(’s:sam;.m
i
prove his belief to the satisfaction of | Voletead Tives when he .is not in
the

Minnesota Supreme Court? If
he can, the Rev. Mr. Qvale’s name
come off the ballot in November
the Lr'pu]le:m nominee for Can-

Bms Full Whmﬁ: Farmer Is Poo

HE tragedy of the Kansas|
wheat farmer is going to be
an important title to the

chapter of Kansas history as it will
be written in the future. For the

financial condition of the farmer is |

He has a
He

a real trapgedy just now.
wheat crop worth $300,000,000.

has nearly a hundred million dol-|

lars’ worth of old wheat still in his
bins or in the elevators. The millers
and elevators and exporters would

like to get hold of this wheat and

pay real money for it at the rate of |

$2.40 to $2.50 a bushel eash in hand.
But the farmer has the wheat
and the buyer has the money, and
hoth must keep it because the rail-

roads cannot haul the wheat to mar- |

ket when the seller and buyer can
mect on common ground and ex.
change the produce for real money.

Every one who draws a regular
salary and many business men can-
not realize the poignancy of the situ-
&tion to the farmer and his family
arising from this condition. Most

business men take the car shortage |

and bad service az a matter of

course and caleulate upon it in all |

transactions. But the wheat farmer,
whosa chief income is wrapped up

__r;

Wasliington, broke all yegords dur-
ing the week following the primary.
T]u‘-._\-' clicked econs aver tele-

grams offering support after it was

tanily

sleeve,

During the campaign a eircular,
admittedly signed and indorsed by
the Mr. Qvale,

into district,

tev. had been sent
it
among other things, that

the in which was
charged,
Congressman Volstead was an athe-
Hardly had

counted

ist. the wvotes been

when attorneys were hur-

r

chatte]
|

fog

Aoy slered on
winter’s

and some-

morte pla

last yvear's harvoot
lelothes and food and
times feed for
liave this vear's
or stack, and is plastered with a
I'chattel mortgage Lo pay the harvest
bill and thrashers

firol,

the stoels

eron in the shock

in the whent
maney on awheat.
far short {ime
rally: contiained the r\'u:\'f'-'i-m
that if the wheat was thrashed
sold hefore the notes were due that
pavment should be ma

For vears the bhanls
district have lent
[ The loans were
and ur

'Il.
:..]" :l‘L G E,

{ The custom has been thal when
the wheat was solid the
pay off the notes at the bank, ma
4 payment on the farm
give the wife a chunl of the money
to buy herzelf some luxuries amd |
honie conveniences, buy all the chil-
ldren new fall outfits clothes.

! tce 1019 little f any of these |
| things have }mm:unv 1, all because of
[the car schortage.
erop statisticians estimated that on
July 1 Kansas farmers still Lad
| 11,600,000 bushels of the 1919 crop
in their bins. In some instances it
is still in the stacks. They also
! estimate that between twenty and

favmer would
s
5

maorteage,

(431

in that field of wheat, cannot and | twenty-five million bushels of old . )
does not do this. He i3 deep in debt. | wheat iz still in the elevators and|to the farmer and his family much

Many farmers still have their 1019 | mills of the state.
with three or four,

«erop in the bins,

And they |

Sante

it [an elevator until it is sold, because

the Federal Reserve banks will not
redizeount wheal paper because it
is feared the wheat is being held in
elevators for speculative purposes.
The railroad reports of the Kansas
roads that during July this
vear the wheat loadings have been
only 42 per cent the loadings of
the same weeks a yeay ago, The
roads simply do net have the cars
to furnizh fer wheat loading. The
Missouri Pacilie and Union
have sufficient motive power |
to move additional traffic
had the ¢ars. The Rock Istand,
'F'riseo and Katy eould not move any
more freight than at present because
of & shovtage power. Governor
Alleny has all Tepair
men o extend theiv working day to
|1|1:- lours in order to repair grain
ot them in shape for

show

of

g

7

Pacific

of

roquirod CET

cars and o

j1'1r| lling the wheat as rapidly as
1\(: ssib]

The government |48

The Sante I7é carmen have
and are working nine

hours cach day.

The Kansas wheat crop is 40 per |

vent larger this year than last, but

the wheat movement is only a little |

over 40 per cent as large this year
as in 1919, so the grief of the rail-
road men is greater and the tragedy

The farmer can- | more poignant this year than ever
not get the money for his wheat in | bhefore,

]

if they :

Vil Co.iva:

HE Rev. 0. J. Quale, who
accused Congressman

|| Volstead of being an athiest
|| and defeated him for the
. | nomination.

riedly scanning the circular and
studying the corrupt practices act.

such office, if elected, or to run for
the election, if nominated.

Charged Fraud

A case was brought in the Tth
Distriet Circuit Ceurt,

| had secured the Congressional nomi-

nation by fraud. It was alleged that
! he had “willfully, maliciously and |
.with intent to defraud the said An-
drew J. Volstead out of the Repub-
licgn nomination for Congress in the
Tth Minnesota Congressional Dis-
| triet,”
|.J.(_l- of the
cusing the said Andrew J. Volstead
of being an atheist.

It was stated that the Tth Con-
gressional Distriet is a communi ty
i
| andd respect for

which the religious
religion and the
| teachings of God has a strong hold
: and that the cir-

| culation of eampaign material de-

spirit

upon the people,

| rogatory to the religious belief of a
candidate was fraud.
to be a direct and plain violation of
the corrupt practices act, which
would disqualify the preacher candi-
date unless it could be proved in
| court that Congressman Volstead,

This was held

That law especially provides that |
any person who secures a nomina-
tion or election to an office by fraud
shall be held disqualified to hold |

in which it/
was alleged that the Rev. Mr. Qvale |

violated the corrupt practices |
state of Minnesota in ac-| @vale, and in one of the

|of the case,” he said,
| no doubt of the guilt of Mr. Qvale,
!providerl his statements concerning
| the religious beliefs of Mr. Volstead
[ can be proved false. The demurrer
(s dismissed. Proceed with the case.”

Counsel for the plaintiff at once
! called Congressman Volstead to the
| stand,

“and 1 ‘have.

. |
“Are you an atheist?” he was

asked.

“Absolutely not,” was the answer.
“There never was a time when such
|

a charge could be made against me.”
“Do you believe in Christianity
and the Bible, Mr. Volstead?”
“I do, and have always done so.”

“Are you a member of any
church?”
| "I attend the Congregational
| Church.”

This is a Lutheran community and
| Congressman Volstead is a Secandi-
[ navian. The answer drew smiles
| from the Qvale adherents.

“Why are you a member of that
| denomination?” the Congressman’s

attorney asked.
| “T was confirmed in the Lutheran
[ Church when a boy, in Goodhue
County,"” said the Congressman. “I
| married a Seoteh girl, and then
P

é\'ﬂ
Sy

)

AR S

|
|
|
l
[

" YONGRESSMAN 1 UL SO
|| prohibition enforcenmcnt

|| miraele of the Loaves and I'i:
beliered i thai wilewele ol

res

VD), showw wbove, .Hff“rru ra,f the
(et, swore be belicoed in the
thes, bt when he was asked if
Clane when Christ tueied the

water into wine, the prolibition leader was cvcused from
(i e vt A TS S
his leading opponent, was in vealily | changed to thie Congregaticnal
an atheist. The burden of proof| Church”
was p'uwnl upon Mr. Qvale. | Atterney James Manahan, of St
M. Qunle | I an lepder 2ud coun-

e at

thoy

—wets as well as drys—!
the charge. The complaint
quoted the speeches of the Rey. My,

|
i At first the friends of
|
|

he was made to say that h
nent publicly sneered at the teach-

lings of the Bible.

The case plainly was not one Lo he
| tried by a loeal judge. I'ecling ran
| high—and most of it was in {avo
of the preacher candidate—und u;\
ernor J. A. A, Burnfuist na
Judge Albert Johnson, of
Wing, to hear the casze.

Prove It, Said the Judge
The little ecourtroom in
The first step of tha defense was a

the motion.

5 Oppo- |

Benson |
was crowded when the court opened. |

demurrer. Judge Johnson everruled |

“I have made an impartial study|

subiceted the Con-

ssue 1n Minnesota Election:

Dry Leader, Accused of Athelsm

home?”
“Always.

nian. He is not against the Church.”

he did not believe in the Bible?”
“Never. He always told me, when

I asked questions about passages in
the Bible which I could not under-
stand, that God performed miracles
to spread His teachings.”

“Did he ever tell you about the

the defense.

edge, been conducted as a Christian | were s

“Did you ever hear him say that

wedding where the water was turned |
to wine?" demanded the attorney for |

“Irrelevant”™—— began the attor-

ney for the Congressman, when

| Judge Johnson stopped him.

| this case,”

“That miracle is not mentioned in
said the court.
There was no further cross-ex-

| amination.

H. 5. Lampson and H. J. Deber-
meyer, both trustees of the Granite

'The Rev. O. ]. Qvale, Although a
Strong Dry, Had Support of
the Saloon Interests

T

bEL

nderous, because I believed
them to be true. In my opinion, the

My father is a good | word atheism carries no Oppro-

| brium.”
Smarting

iy under the rapid fire of
caustic questions, the minister made
several dramatic appeals to the
court for justice.

The Rev. G. T. Lee, of Minne-
apolis, was called by the defense.

He was asked if he had told Mr.
Qvale that Congressman Volstead
“had no religion."

His testimony was ruled out.

J. A. Lee, of Benson, offered the
same testimony. He shared the same
fate.

Judge Johnson gave hoth sides
time to present written arguments.
He listened to appeals by counsel,

| took the case under advisement ard

| Cong

| Falls Congregatisnal Church, testi- |

| the stand.

fied to Congressman Volstead’s

Christian character.

The attorneys for the L‘.(mgress—|
man rested their case—en the mir-!
| acle of the loaves and fishes.

| Crowd for Qvale
| The Rev. Mr. Qvale was called to |

| Judge Johnson was obliged to threat-

{ en to clear the courtroom to preserve

|
| order.

The demonstration among

| the gpectators was strongly in favor

'um’ lir

|
|
|
\
|
I
1

of the clergyman.
‘“Are vou the regularly nominated
Republican candidate for Congress

i the 7th DMinnesota District?”
asked Attorney Manahan,
T am.”

“How did you become such candi- |

date?"”

|'ported by the wets

Before he could proceed |

“I' was nominated at the primary |

slection in June, 1920,

“In that primary election wio was |

your principal opponent?”
“Oongressman  Andrew
stead.’
“And you defeated him?"
1 did.”
“Whitt majority’
"I received a majority over Con-
ieman Volstead, my leading op-
nent, of 3,000 votes.”
“Did you ever violate, in your
knowledgae, the corvupt practices auct
which governs primary elections in
the State of Minnesota?"

J. Vol-

was your

o

jais

“1 have not,”

“You went through a bitter .'md,

bard-fought campaign?”

“I did, My uppenents made many
attacks upan me."”

“To your Imm ledze, did you uv"r
make a charge against your oppo-
nmL, Andrew J. Volstead, which you
ldid net believe could
tiated?”

“I did not.”

Le

Authorship Admitted
The attorneys for Congressman
Voistead took tne witness for cross-
examination.

“Yeou are the author of thiz ecir-

L

pular, are you not?

|tornc._\', handing the witness a copy

. | paign.

of the pamphlet used in the cani-

“I helped prepare it.
wrote it."”

substan- |

asked the at-|

| 18

=

In fact, I!

“It is true, is it not, that this cir- | 8

cular alleges in so many words and |
by inference that Congressman Vol-
stead, your opponent in the primary
election, is not a Christian; in fact,
is an atheist?”
“It charges
atheist.”

him with being an

“Do vou and did you believe that |

charze and did you have any evi-

| the (

made,an early decision, holding that
-ressman Volstead was entitled
to the nomination on the ground
that the preacher eandidate had vio-
lated the corrupt practie The
next step in the case will be appeal
to the Supreme Court.

The may drag : until
the election in November and keep
both ecandidates off the bLallot, In
that case the preacher candidate,
who hates the saloon but was sup-
will but
will for t will
be the rankine member of that im-
| portant committee of the House.

23 2eL.

Ll B J'}{'{'

L

lose,

the wets win, a4 we

In rendering his decision Judge
Johnson said:
“Such charges made in a Christian

and God-fearing ecommumity like the
Tth Distrist by a of the
Gospel, whose well be
talen as truoe under avdinary cireum-

minister

word coul!

stunees, would lead to disaster and
defeat of the opposing candidate.
Beéyond any question the ofense
1 the eorrupt practices act,
herein (isclosed. was a ozt delib-
erate, servious and material infrae-

fion of the law."

Career of Mr Qvale
If tha

in this stran

Rev, My, is winner

Qvale

ve election contest—and

his friends and opponents seree that

proving Congressman  Volstead an

atheizt will have much to do with
it—Congress will have a new nem-
buer, who is fifty-one years of age,

the son of a farmer. He was born
on a farm
ceived an
a rural

[
&

near Decorah, Iewa, re-
elementary education in
school, entered Luther Col-
re at Decorah, gwas graduated in
U, and completed his training for
r]:r* ministry at Luther Seminary in
1305, Later he took post-graduate
work at the University of Chicago.
For twonty-three years he served
wprepation at Orfordville, Wis,
In 1017 he was called to his present

charge in Benson. e is serving on
of the Norwegian Luths
ch of America.
The HRev. Mr. Qvale has =zeven
[ ¢hildren, three of them young men.

Two sons served through the World
Word. The other was rejected for
ph\-‘~'im1 disability

That 18 the kind of man who is

d with viclating the corrupt

tiees act at a primary election;

in other words, stooping to corrup-

tion in order to win a seat in Cons
e

Something New in Politics
It

1, after

5 something new under the

all.  Mon have been ac-
11:,.' the
before has a
f called
defend nomina-
tion by proving in court that his de-
feated oppunent is an atheist,
Congre an Vaolstead, the hape of

cused of corrupting eloctions

use of Never
. . }

e Lospel

mniey.

ek

N1y af

T

been

to political

nomn
upon

accused of

L 4 man

SIonG cross-ex- | dence to substantiate that charge With (g think
- vy * w 5 - | #hiy =] 5 o .
BT { when you cireulated it in this Chris- | the salon uld ke on side,
| stmiation. 1 o | %
- . 1 | tian community 7" But they are not,
Believed It Literally Rasis of the Cl | Since the primary the preacher
i ; asia of the Charge s _ Y ]
i you believe literally that 25 larg nominee made the following state-
fod 5,060 people with two “The statement was based upon & ment:
Jittle fithies and Bve loaves?" he de. | Sneering allusion I had heard of, in| “My record is as dvy as Mr. Vel-
O which Congressman Volstead ndl-."“l‘;” FaWEE Hidlbiesiocspare,
el T CLE G & [
] e stands on that, and the wets
= : o culed the acl ; TES ar . 3 e
“Tes, it was a miracle,” was the :’11 ‘;_ ; mlr}lt £ efithe IL(m\E:‘ ol will vote for him.
il the FMishes. I my opinion, & man: They ve little either way about
“Tto you believe il the statements | who will do that is not a Christian.”  the loaves and fishes.
in the Bikg?? | *“Had you any other ground for| And if Congressman  Volstead
. “T believe in God and that the | charging Congressman Volstead with | Wins in court the drys—those who
. 44 = 3 W g9LEd s ih b b
€ & | atheism?” believe literally, as ( ongressman

Lible was inspired by Him."”

Miss Laura Volstead, daughter of
| the Congressman, was then sworn.
| “Do you believe your father to be
a Christian?"” she was asked.

“I know he is one,” gshe replied.
"Has’{au: home, to your knowl-

“I was told that he had called me
a vile name. No Christian would

| use such language in speaking of a|that the day of miracles is not

minister of the church.”
“And
stooped to slander?”

upon this hearsay you|he has a chance.

Volstead says I‘e does, in the story
(of the miraculous feeding of the
multitude—will have it us sign
past,
For their champion was beaten, and

The most impor-
tant committee of the House wam

a

“I do not believe my statements|wet, and it may be dry,



