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A Wilson Inheritance
A. correspondent of The Tribune

asks who and what are behind the
hidden and determined opposition to
any sort of recognition of General
Wood by the new Administoation.
The question is not easy to an-

Bwer. Prior to and during the war

there was an inlluence within the
Wilson Administration resolved to
keep General Wood in the back-
fground. The fact that events had
proved him right concerning im¬
portant matters was regarded as an

unforgivable offense. He had ruffled
the complacency of the sneerers at
preparedness. He had put through
against unceasing antagonism the
Plattsburg plan, which enabled us to
have two million soldiers in France
in time, henc.e perhaps preventing
loss of the war, and at least shorten-
ing it six months, thus saving
thousands of lives. He had seen
when others were blind the necessity
of resorting to democratic universal
Bervice.
For these high services General

Wood was first rusticated in Charles¬
ton; next a health board was named
to invalid him. Then he was offered
a chance to go to Hawaii, and later
was dispatched to a training camp
in Kansas, and finally was suddenly
separated from his division when on

shipboard for Europe.
A fairly good guess was made as

to the Wilson Administration's mo-
tives. It was half crazed with fear
that if General Wood distinguished
himself abroad, as he was likely to
do, he might be an unbeatable candi-
date for the Presidency. So exclu-
sion became an article of faith. And
when with magnificent restraint the
general told his division not to
think about him but to devote itself
singly to taking its objectives this
did not soften the heart of Pharaoh.
A new series of persecutions was
devised. The general was assigned
to trying sirike duty on the theory
that this would politically break him.
One can understand, as remarked,

the motive of the Wilson Adminis¬
tration. Perception of it was one of
the reasons for the Administration's
unpopularity. But why any friend
or supporter of Senator Harding
should want the new Administra¬
tion to adopt and make its own the'
policy of the Wilson Administration
is a mystery no one has yet solved.

Professiona! politicians, of course,
do not like General Wood. He was

guilty of going to the people with
his candidacy. But the largest group
of militant Republicans that the
party contains will be irritated if
General Wood is excluded, and poli¬
ticians are generally mindful of the
wisdom of deferring to public opin¬
ion. The poor'politics of keeping up
the vendetta must be realized. It
thus is hard to escape the conclusion
that the opposition has its origin not
in the rational processes of the head
but in the irrational processes of the
spleen.
Senator Harding is to be acquitted

of complicity in this splenetic Rchem-
ing. When he said he would choose
a Cabifiet of big and representative
men he meant it. He has not an¬
nounced any change of mind. So the
impression sought to be spread
abroad that he has fallen a victim
to the anti-Wood cabal is to be dis-
missed. When the President-elect
makes hi3 Cabinet announcements
the gentlemen who have sought to
relieve h*m of all responsibility for
Cabinet making by doing the jobthemselves may be expected to have
aonrie unhappy minutes.

>

A Change of Heart
The defeat of the Siegel reappor-tionment bill reveala a startlingchange of epirit in the House of

Keprewntatives. For the first timein many years that body, very clan-.nish in its instincts, has troddenhard on the toes of many of Itsmembers on an issue outside parti-
»an politics.
Twenty years ago the present sit¬

uation was reversed. The Houseleaders knew that it was unwise to
fo on increasing tha roll merely in
order to eoothe the tsonsibilities of
the slow-growing states or to relieve
*nemrx-r» going home to face redis-
trictings which might unseat them.
Th* Cerisus Committee of J90"
had enough brackbonf. to stand for
the general interest anr* against the
few ftufTereri in the delegatiortfiwtoich were to be decreased in tdze.
But tbe tufferers were adepts in tho

fc

methods by which you-stand-by-me-
and-I'll-stand-by-you solidarity is
created. They worked up enough
sympathy to beat the committee.
Ten years ago there wasn't even a

semblance of a fight to hold the
House membership down.
What has come over the average

Congressman? The hard struggle
for retrenchment, in which he has
had to clinch with a spendthrift Ad¬
ministration, has quickened his sense
of responsibility to the mass, as

against the interested special group.
Log-rolling was long a respccted art
at the Capitol. The "pork barrel"
was worshipped because behind it
was the idea that every Representa¬
tive ought to get everytning hecould
for his district.
Now the theory of devotion to

something larger.to the country, to
the welfare of the whole.is making
converts. The House balked at the
notion of adding from $1,000,000 to
$1,500,000 to its annilal expenditure
in order to accommodate a small
fraction of its present membership.
A sub-committee on appropriations
has just stricken out of the agricul¬
tural appropriation bill a $239,000
item for the free distribution of
seeds. In its reformed mood Con¬
gress may end even this hoary
abuse. The taxpayer has long been
cured of tolerance for the old Con¬
gressional spirit of lavishness in
matters which come close to home.
Has the Congressman himself also
been infected with a more exacting
national view?

Hunt the Rascals Down
Everything that Mr. Whitman

says about rascality in the Poiice
Department supports The Tribune's
contention that a legislative investi¬
gation is an immediate necessity.

After less than two weeks of serv¬
ice with the grand jury Mr. Whit¬
man has discovered that business
men have been systematically held
up for tribute and that protection is
bought and paid for. In his seven-
teen years of public service, a con-
siderable part of which was spent
with an inquiring eye on shady
poiice transactions, Mr. Whitman
says he has never sten such flagrant
and barefaced crookedness.
He points out that the invasion

of gunmen and sandbaggers is due
to the fact that the poiice are
busy with work for which they are
paid gratuities.his euphemism for
bribe money; that they have no
time properly to guard the lives and
property cf the citizens.

Mr. Whitman also expresses his
conviction that a legislative investi¬
gation will be able to bring out
many facts that cannot be disclosed
by a grand jury.whose duties are
confined merely to the assembling of
evidence which will justify indict-
ments.
These statements, coming from a

man who knows the inside of the
Poiice Department as well as any
other man outside of it, ought to re-
move any doubts that may still exist
among legislators as to the impor¬
tance of a seak-ching inquiry.

Proof that any investigation will
be extremely distasteful to Hearst
and Tammany is supplied by
Hearst's violent attack upon his
friend District Attorney Swann for
allowing Mr. Whitman to direct the
quest of the grand jury. This sup¬
plies an additional reason for action
by the Legislature; for Hearst, by
pressure upon Swann, may be able
to bring the grand jury proceedings
to naught. He cannot block a legis¬
lative investigation.

It is time for the Legislature to
act. Already valuable time has
been lost. The crime wave is still
menacing the city. Business men
are still paying tribute to grafters.
These conditions cannot be remedied
by a grand jury. Only by a public
probe into every department of the
city government can Hearst-Tam-
many rule and its disastrous conse-
quences be exposed and overthrown.

Masaryk vs. Lenine
To the long list of British, French

German, Italian and other witnesses
who, while themselves socialists oi
sympathetic toward sociaiism, have
seen Bolshevism in its native Ian*J
and found it rotten, now must b«
added the name of a man than whoir
no one in western Europe is entitlec
to speak with more authority oi
things Russian. President Masarykof Czecho-Slovakia is- universallj
recognized as the' greatest foreigr
student of Russia; his monumenta
book on tHI subject testifies to his
penetration of the depths of the Rus
sian sflirit, so difficuit for the West
jerner to fathom. He had livec
through the first year of the revolu-
tion on the spot, and the prediction?
he based on his experiences have in-
variably turned out correct. Atthe
same time he is a socialint himself
somewhat along Fabian lines. He
is recognized as an expert sociolo-
gist, Moreover, he has proved his
lack of blas by being among the first
responsible statesmen to advocate
the lifting of the Russian blockade.

All the greater is the weight
therefore, that attaches to his in¬
dictment of Bolshevist theory pub-Hshcd in the BrQnn Rocialist news¬
paper LIdove Noviny. He attack*
Leninism from tho point of view oi
the Marxian socialist, and says:

"The Bolsheviki havo no right tc
exproprlate Marx and KnKela, who
in the Mcirntific and soclaliutic period
of tholr dtsvelopment, have glTen uj
th« id«* ef revolutloniam. Marx anc
EngaJa conaldered armcd ravolt
mtraly ts aa euxHUry neastire ot

makeshift, and Bxpccted & decisive
change of tho social order through
the educational improvement of the
workers. Thc attitude of Marx and
Engels was se'entific and evolution-
ary, whereas the attitude of the Rus¬
sian Bolsheviki is absolutistic and
unscientific. Marx and Engels hoped
for the advent of a new order
through and by the evolution of a

new culture; Lenine hopes for a col-
lapse of capitalism all over the world.
ln this he is bound to be disap-
pointed."
These are the words of a philos-

ophcr and a statesman.Masaryk
has proved himself to he among the
foremost of both callings. He has
approached politics.the science of
regulating human lives and rela-
tions.from the angle of both the

i psychologist-historian and the prac-
tical manipulator, and he found that
political dogmatism is an enemy of
the true interest of man, whether it
is painted black or red. There are

few Critics of the Leninist religion
.whom its apologists will find harder

| to attack or refute than the builder
of the most democratic and best or¬

ganized new European state.

The Borah Holiday
The modified Borah resolution,

which the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee has approved, omits any
reference to specific reductions in
the naval building program of the
United States, Great Britain and
Japan. Mr. Borah wanted to have a

50 per cent reduction accomplishcd
within five years. The committee's
resolution merely wisely asks Great
Britain and Japan to negotiate with
us with a view to making mutual
cuts in naval construction.
A triangular compact to slow down

naval building would be of advan¬
tage to all three nations. They
have the world's three first-class
navies. There are no other serious
competitors. None of the three con-

templatea relinquishing sea power,
so far as the minor maritime na¬
tions are concerned. They will re-

tain joint responsibility for enforc-
ing peace through control of ave-
nues of international commerce.

They do not intend to renounce this
responsibility.
The Borah proposition, therefore,

doesn't look toward the sort of dis¬
armament which wou'd bring all na¬
tions down to the same level of un-

preparedness and defenselessness.
The peace of the world cannot be
cruaranteed in that way. Power to
enforce right and justice must be
vested somewhere, and the general
reign of tranquillity and order will
he brought nearer in proportion as
the more rtrogressive and powerful
nations are drawn together.
For chmestic and financial reasons

Great Britain, Japan and the United
States have a common interest in re-

ducing naval expenditure. Capital
ships, about whose military value
there is a growing- skepticism, are

exceedingly costly investments. Why
continue a competition in building,
then, whioh brings no proportionate
benefits. adds little to the power of
the competitors to stabilize world
conditions and prevents a whole-
some seal ing down of war debts?
An exchange of views on naval re-

. trenchment is highly desirable! Each
country will consider its needs and
protect its interests in any program
which may be adopted. What our

navy needs most is rebalancing,
rather than expansion on the old
one-plane basis. Great Britain and
Japan are likely to welcome as much
as we do the opportunity to shelve
some of the more costly forms of
construction for a certain period.
And the air will be cleared by an
effort to accommodate the growth of
the three primary navies to friendly
understandings rather than to sus-
picions and fears.

Blueness Not Wanted
The drive at Albany for blue laws

is just a little one, its backers de-
clare. No extreme restrictions are
in mind, according to thc Rev. John
Ferguson, secretary of the Lord's

i Day Alliance. Kissing is unassailed,
> and so is automobile riding. Motion

pictures and professional baseball
' are the main objects of attack, with
' drug stores, grocers and newsdeal-
! ers lower on the list.
1: But the Rev. Mr. Ferguson re-
* vcals the ideal toward which he is
working even while denying any

; present intention of asking laws to
' bring it to pass. One of his ambi-
1 tions, he admits, is to have Sunday

papers printed on Saturday after-
1; noon, though just how the world is

to be speeded up so as to get Satur-
day's news in this sheet he fails to

' explain. Also, how about Monday's
paper, which is the one written and
edited chiefly on Sunday?

Plainly, Mr. Ferguson would, if
he could, stop all activities on Sun¬
day except churchgoing. His con-

ccption of tlie day is as of one In
which the world stops revolving and
every one sits home and reads de-
vout litcrature when not listening to
sermonB. A blue Sunday indeed.
The less attention tho Legislature

pays to Mr. Ferguson the better.
The voters of the state are in no
mood for a more intense blueness on

Sunday. The day is amply protect-
ed as it is. Professional baseball
and tho movies offer wholesome
reorcatlons which disturb the peace
of the day not at all. We trust^hat
Mr. Ferguson will be sent back to
his funereal hnbitat with a very

! sharp Rcnse of the publlc opinion of
his effort. Ho is at entire liberty to
lock himself in a aound-proof eell of

a Sunday and enjoy his gloom to his
heart's content. He has no business
forcing his habits upon the rest of
the world, and the. sooner he real-
izes the fact the better. »

Wouldn't Be Missed
Report comes that the society of

reckless coughers is "specially active
at concerts this year. Likewise the
guild of whisperers, and the- restless
brotherhood whose members regard
aisles as parade places, and the late
comers who climb over half a row

of victims.
But these old and perhaps unre-

formable disturbers of the musical
peace are not the only offenders. The
season is marked by an increased
number of the peripatetics who
wander about needlessly during the
progress of concerts. Then there;
are the guardians of childhood (the
children themselves are usually well-!
behaved) who put in their time
wrapping or unwrapping precious
dears, or holding them up to see.
"I cannot see the stage at all," re¬

cently murmured a victim. "Then
choose another seat" eame the an¬
swer. At such times Is these pacifism
seems a poor philosophy.
Maybe there is something, after

all, in the plan to establish a local
branch of the Ku-Klux Klan.

Jews and the Fiag
The Record of Their Consrtent Aid

in the Making of America
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: You have spoken well in your
editorial "Anti-Semitism." The vast
majority of Jews have always sought
in their wanderings to become citizens
of tho country where in they have
settled. It was partly due to this trait:
that the Dutch government of Man-
hattan was swayed to grant citizenship
to the shipload of Poftuguese Jews
(the first Jews to come to Manhattan)
whom you mention in your editorial.
These Portuguese Jews had migrated
to Brazil, a colonial possession of
their native land, and while there
proved fidellty by taking up arms in a
war that their country was waging.
After n short controversy the Jews

of Manhattan were made citizens and
later were given permission to build
their own synftgogue in Mill Street,
now called William Street. The con¬

gregation, called Shearith Israel, is still
in existence, but now situated on Cen¬
tral Park West at Seventieth Street.
Out of this congregation arose many

stanch pntriots, who matcrially aided
tho Revolution. Among the musty
documents' of the first Jewish congre¬
gation in America is to be found an
original manuscript paper' written
during the Revolution by the Rev.
Gershoni Mendes Scixas, imploring the
blessings of Heaven on the President
and Delegates in Congress and "George
Washington, Captain General and Com-
Imander in Chief." IL was this group
also that presented an address to "His
Excellehcy, George Clinton, Esq., Gov-
ernor, Captain General and Com¬
mander in Chief of the Militia of the
State of New York and Admiral of the
Navy of the same," which read as fol¬
lows:
"May it please Your Exeellency:
"We the members of the Antient

Congregation of Israelites, lately re-

turned from exile, beg leave to wel-
ocme your arrival in this city with our
most cordial congratulations.
"Though the society we belong to

is but small, when compared with other
religious societies, yet we flatter, our-
selves that none has manil'ested a more
zealous attachment to the sacred cause
of America in the late war with Great!
Britain. Wc derive, therefore, the
highest satisfaction from reflecting
that it pleased' the Almighty Arbiter
of Events to dispose us to take part!
with the country we lived in, and wel
now look forward with pleasure to the
happy days we expect to enjoy under a
Constitution wisely framed to preserve
the inestimable blessings of civil and
religious liberty.
"Taught by our Divine Legislator to

obey our rulers and prompted thereto
by the dictates of our own reason, it
will be the anxious endeavours of the
members of our congregation to render
themselves worthy of these blessings
by discharging thc duties of good citi¬
zens. and as an inviolable regard to
justice and the Constitution has ever

distinguished your administration they
rest confident of receivihg an equal
share of your patronage.
"May the Suprerne Covernor of the

Universe take yqu under His holy pro-
tection, and may you long continue to
exercise tho dignified office you now
possess with honor to yourself and ad-
vantage to your constituents. Greatest!
respect in behalf of the Antient Con-

jgrogatijn of Israelites.
Your Excellency'a very obedient,

humble servanls,
HAYMAN LEVY,
MYF.R MYERS,
ISAAC MOSES.

January, 1784.
During every American war Jews

hive offered their all for our flag. In
'peace times Jews have aided America!
to prosper. This is history. notwith-j
standing anti-Semites to the contrary.
Why, it was only last night that II

'heard young Levantine boya and girls
from the Settlement House (nianaged)
by the Sisterhood of the Spanish and
Portuguese Congregation, Shearith
Israel) proclaim their highest ideal
\va3 to become good American citizens
Hl every sense ol the »vord.
Your editorial, sir, sp-iaks th* truth:

"They (Jews) have taken a great part
in tho making of the Republic. There
is no reason to approhend a change."

FRANK L. SWAAB.
New York, Jan. 18, 1920.

A Deadly Weapon
(From The Toledo Blate)

Only five of the twenty-four Reds
shipped to Lenine tho other day were
mindful to take Roap with them, though
there is a soap fainine in Russia. This
is too bad. A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump, and twenty-four Com-
muniats, all armed with soap, might
havo been auftlcicnt to overthrow aoap-
lestj Sovletism. i

4

The Conning Tower
AN ECHO OF THE WAR

I purchased scores of Liberty 4s
When the Hun was at the gate,

And I bought cigars at war bazars,
and I paid a dollar straight.

The bread I had was pretty bad, but
the soldiers needed the wheat; .

And.it seems like a dream.but I
used no cream, and my coffee
was far from sweet.

Contributed I with a will to the Y.j
to the Am. Red Cross I gave,

When I was a dub at Neufchateau
and my wife was a Washington
slavc.

Now I am not sore at the silly old
war.I go where duty bids;

But what became of the old tinfoil
I gave to the Belgian kids?

I'm not the kind to keep in mind the
wrongs of a bygone day.

I can take a bath in the grapes of
wrath and emerge debonair and
eay.

The forgivingest guy in the world
am I, and seldom I bear a

grudge;
And I often sing to myself, "Old

thing, who are you that you
should judge?"

But once in a while I lose my
smile, and I bite m my cigar,

And you'll maybe learn that the
worm can turn, and I can be
pushed so far.

For this is what gets me wild and
hot, till I grind my teeth and
dance:

Whatever became of that old tin
foil I gave to the kids of
France?

My bonds are low, but I let that go
.I never was one to bawl.

Though the things I thought were
what I fought for weren't the
things at all.

I pay my tax and I make no cracks
at the ridiculous government;

If I knew how to adjust the row,
perhaps I'd be President.

When liquor quite disappeared from
sight I raised no protesting
voice,

And if Sundays blue should be our
due, I'll dutifully rejoice;

But Berserker ire sets me afire with
a flame that can't be hid,

When I wonder who got that old tin¬
foil and what miserable good
it did.

According to the blue law lobby, only
motion pictures nnd professional base¬
ball are aimed at in the annihilatory
attack. But some motion pictures, it
seems to us, should be retnined. The
law might read "Except, however, mo¬
tion pictures as tiresotne to watch as
the average sermon is to hear."

Taking the Ton Out of Chesterton
Sir: Can'* you do something to save the

carieaturists from all the maligning the re-
porters are treating them to because Ches¬
terton is not as fat as he was painted?
None of them mention the fact that the
little chap sloughcd cfT a couple of tons
during his recent illness and is showing
America a mere shadow of his former self.
He is now fre uently accepted as a single
fare by London cabmen.

R*lpu Ba»ton.

Our candidate for rostmaster-Gen-
eral is Mr. Will H. Hays. Mr. Hays,
he tells us, was a Wabash College class-
mate of Ted Robinson's, The Cleveland
Plain Dealer's gifted but erudite colyum-
ist; and with Mr. Hays in office a law
might be put through giving the free¬
dom of the mails to colyum contribs.

From The Utopia Couricr
Str: Impossible extract from a news

story: "The bandits dashed out of the shop
and leaped into a low-powered car whose
engine was not running.'*

Koi.lo.

There has been no provision made, in
the inaugural plans, for music; but
somebody should write the Song of
Marion's men".

THE KURSE OF THE KEY
Ten years ago last June it was.

Faonltas magistrorum
Halcd me upon the cocoa mat
And made me kneel before 'em.

They tied n rihand on my coat
And uttered cabaiistic

Lingo, and hung upon my front
This key, and chirped this distich:

"Son, thls should make you rerra happa_hor you are now P/il Beta Kappa."
tt hung awhile upon my chest,

I thought it looked "uite dappa;
Put when I sousrht a *5ob, I got
A shrug."Phi Beta Kappn I"

Ten years! And still it's adumbrate
Why I should be, now, happa.

I've found no Ior;k this key will flt.
Who'i.1 buy.Phi Beta Kappa?

Pniffbn.
* * « .

Sir: I'm a Phi Beta Kappa man. Also a
movie press agent. I'm at present engagedin putting across a young star who cracked
under the strain and left the Cleveland
grammar schools in tha seventh grade. In a
class of forty-two he stood forty-second. Now
he draws more salary in a week than I do
in a year and he can get on the front pagesof the newspapers just by getting married_
o- divorced again. But, gosh, Boss, I'm
glad you're betting on me 1

P. B. K.

Well, Mr. Whitman's idea of* the
police's appeal to those who wanted
"protection," appears to be "Give till
it hurts."

It strikes us that the simplicity in
Washington on March 4 will border on
the ostcntatious.

Contemplation of a whole column,
blank and unfilled, gives one, even after
thousands of daya of lt, a daily sensa-
tion of vortigo. Yesterday's dizziness
was dispelled by regarding tho work of
Benjamin Franklin, better known to
the colyum jfans of his day as Poor
Richard.

"Little Btrokea," quoth he, "fell great
oaks."

r. p. a.

rHANK HEAVENS, MOTHER IS GETTING BACK SOONER
THAN EXPECTED!

CoDyrlght. lttl. New Tork Tribune. 1»-

_I

General Wood in the Cabinet
More Tribune, Readers Express Widespread Demand for His Appo'mtmertt a$

Secretary of War
io tne Editor of The Tribun*.

Sir; I thank you so much for your
splendid editorial last Sunday about
General Wood. I am only one of hun-
cdreds of New York women (there are
three of them in my family) who long
to make their voices heard in time to
register for General Wood as our next
Secretary of War.

Can you not give the people an op¬
portunity to sign a form printed in
JThe Tribune, and mail you their uigna-
tures, which would reach enormous
ni'mbers within tho next month?
New York. the Empire City. should

lead the East in a stop, lock and listen
call to Mr. Harding. Let us make
iourselves articulate in time.

The 3treet crowd which attended the
dedication of Roosevelt House on Jan¬
uary 6 surely indicated, women equal¬
ly with men, what the people think and
whom they want It was like the roar of
the pack when Wood came after ail the
other speakers.an "eye-opener" as to
what is going on in the minds and
hearts of the multitude. They want
jno moro misfits like Baker and Daniels,
'through whom the United States has
lost 80 much prestige And the grati¬
tude lor all we did.
For purely selfish reasons, Ameri¬

cans don't want General Wood etcrnal-
ly che|ted of cfficial power and dignity.
[They want him where he can protect
the country at every point -not as a
resident Governor of the Philippines
or any other "out-of-the-way of pol-
iticians" island. We intensely hope
that Chicago and Cincinnatl publish-
ers, etc, will not be rewarded with
public plums for personal friends hips
.a la Mr. Wilson.
There are very many who feel most

earnestly and intensely on this mat¬
ter.
Can you not give them tlie chance

to sign their names to a great list
and get word to Mr. Harding in time?
We would bless The Tribune even more

than we always do for its noble senti-
ments.

FLORENCE B. HENGLER.
New York, Jan. 19, 1921.

[We suggest that our correspon-
dent, and every cne who wishes to
express the same view, write. a per¬
sonal letter to Mr. Harding..Ed.]

The Plattsburg Idea
To the Editor of The Tribunei

Sir: As a Tribune reader I wish to
ccngratulate you upon your vigorous
support of General Leonard Wood for
a seat in Mr. Harding's Cabinet.

General Wood is the essence of the
Plattsburg idea, and that is, prepared-
neas. Those who nttended the officers'
training camps in l')17 heard numer-
ous candidates say that the one thing
that impressed them most was the effi¬
ciency and leadership of the regular
army officers. This was due to a great
extent to their West Point training
and army traditions. In fact, it might

:not be amiss to say that this splend:J
spirit of leadership spread throughout
the army and was a powerful influence
toward the remarkable success of the
American forces. Although Leonard
Wood is not a West Pointer, ho has
jhad many yenrs of regular army ex¬
perience, having entered lt aa a civilian
and risen to" chief command, and he
knows what organization and efficiency
mean.nnd how to^ attain them.
There is no uso in our "living ln the

clouds." War may Beem a remoto thing,
as it did to thoae *«rho wero in England

in July, 1914. But wars do not run ac¬

cording to schedule. We do not know
just when a fighting army, prepared for
war, is going to be vitally necessary.
And as wars come along unannounced,
it is a mighty sensible thing to get
ready for them and keep ready for
them. This work is General Wojd's
specialty.

If Mr. Harding intcnds to give us
the best Secretary of War availab'e*,
a man who has had not only years of
t) actic-il and successful exporicnc*?,
but who also enjoys the absolute confi¬
dence of the people, he should select
Major G-eneial Leonard Wood.

HENRY W. MORRISON.
Rutherford, N. J., Jan. 19, 1921.

His Expert Qualifications-
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: When one is sick the physician
is called; when legal advice is needed
the lawyer is consulted; for financial
information one goes to his banker.
Along the same line of argument, when
a proper defense for our country is
needed the officers of the army and
navy are the men whose voices should
be heeded

It does appear that it would be wise
to have as Secretary of War a man
who is thoroughly familiar with the
needs of our country for its proper
defense. Many feel that the selection
of General Leonard Wood to fill this
important position would be most for-
tunate. Well known as a man of tried
courage and ability, the nation would
feel assured that under his guidance
it would have a proper army, thorough¬
ly trained and equipped in all of its
branches.
One feels also that his varied ex¬

periences would make him a wise con-
selor in the Cabinet. It will be very
pleasant to get out of hearing of the
many "voices in the air" that have
been for the last few years so ccn-
fusing and expensive, to put our feet
firmly on terra'firma again and to feel
that we have real sensible men to gov¬
ern our country. W. C. JONES.
Jackson Springs, N. C, Jan. 16, 1921.

Root, Wood and Hoover
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Thank you for "Why J.o^ver I3
Wanted" and particularly for "Root,
Wood and Hoover.each representative
of a large body of public opinion and
each a specialist."
The immediate situation is irritating

because the unquaiified statements of
many newspapers are that the Presi¬
dent-elect will noniinato Harry Daugh-
erty, Will Hays and Toby Herts to
important Cabinet positions for Ber-
vices, regardless of their superior fit-
ness to occupy them to the advantage of
the United State*s. Such nominations
are not more reputable or decent than
the nomination of "Cupid" Grayson to
be an admiral of the United States
Navy, and may well be unfounded upon
fact. Indeed, after Hnrding's virtuous
pronouncements, they seem like a libel
upon his integrity and his good judg-
rttent.
The situation is irritating because no

ohp knows what he should do. If he
patiently waits till the nominations aro
actually made he will be too 1-ate to do
anything, no matter how bad they might
be. On tho other hand, if he addresses
a vigorous protest against any "spoils"
nominations before Harding has actu¬
ally mado such might he not flnd him-

self in the position ol* having offered .

gratuitous insult to the President-e'ect!
JOHN D. ELWELL

New York, Jan. 19, 1921.

A Letter to Mr. Ha-ding
To the*Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In vit;w of your constan: and
stanch support of Major General
Leonard Wood for appointment as See-
retary of War, I am quite s ire that
;he inclosed letter, which I sent to
President-elect Harding, will interest
you and your readers

0. E. CHAKEY.
New York, Jan. 19. 1921.

The Honorable Warren G. Ilardinf,
President-Elect,

Marion, Ohio.
My dear Mr. Harding.-] realize that

in the voluminous mail with which you
are besieged every day, probably very
few, and only the most important, let¬
ters ever reach your own hand, but I
hope that your secretary may make
an exception of this and present it
to you.

I inclose herewith an editorial frem
The New York Tribune of to-day,
which expresses not oniy my own scati*
nents, but probably those of a major-
ity of the red-blooded Americans »b»
elected you. I venture to say that, B
it were possible for you to make »

cr.nvass of the United States, you would
fir.d that nine out of every ten Amer¬
icans consulted would ir.dorse, with
heart ar.d scul, the appointment of
Major General Leonard Wood as See-
retary cf War.

It has always str :ck me as a fallacy
of political reaction and selfishnes"
that. neither a military man nor a navy
man should head the War and Nav)'
departments. It is tantamouht to say-
ing that a man totally ignorant W

banking and finance should be piW
at the head of the Treasury Depart-
ment or that a man kno-.ving nothms
at, all of the law should be made At-
torney General.

It has been the belief and the hep«
of all 100 per cent Americans ths'.
you, Mr. President-elect, would be '.""*

pervious to the blandishmentfl and se»*

interested urgings of mere politicians
in their clamor for participation tf

jyour Cabinet.men who have no qu*li*
!fications whatsoever to recommtnc
them except their capability in P°"
jlitical intrigue. I believe you know
that what cnemies General Wood may
have have been acquired through h's
absolute and utter fearlessneu w

stand upon his two feet and tell tn«
truth regardless of the consequenee*
(t) him personally. It is thia one gt***
[quality in General Wood which has e*3'

Ideared him to millions of his country*
men, and.vour selection of him »» *"*'
of your edviscrs would prove to yo°r
eountrymen that you agree with ¦*.
in their estimate of General Woot.

Very respectfully,
(Signed) O. E. CHANEY-*

History Repeats?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: "It ls reported on excellent »*

thority that General Wood will be *.**
to assume the Govorner GeneralshiP «

the Pliilippiiies." History tl'«ltefl
States) repeats itself. If there is * w*n

in the offing remarkiible only for Wn*

osty and elhciency. by all means let «»

remove him as far as possible fj**
Washington. M. E. WOOR
Geneva, N. Y., Jan. 15, W21.


