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Hylanism’s Exposure |
The terrific arraignment of the |
Hylan administration contained in
the resolution vesterday adopted by
the state Senate amply justifies the
investigation of the city's affairs

right wing is, therefore, in an | even
more perilous pogition than " the
Greek left wing. In the war of
maneuver Constantine’s raw coms
manders are making a sorry show-
ing against the undervalued Turks,
Buying at the Bottom

Governor Miller's special message
asking for an amendment to the new
traction act makes it impossible for
even the most suspicious to credit
the slander that the Goy rnov is
party to a congpirac; (o benef! e
traction interests at the expeisy of
the publie.

The Governor would have a fur-
ther safeguard to protect.the city.
He proposes, in brief, that the com-
mission when making the valuation
of traction property which must pre-
cede a new arrangement shall fix|
no higher value than is supportable |
out of present earnings with a five-
cent fare. This is to say that he
would acquire the property not on
the basis of prospective income hut
on the basis of to-day's income. He
would buy avhen prices are the low-
est and have all future gains acerue
to the public.

If the Governor’s recommendation
is studied doubt may arise as to
whether the companies will come in|
on his basis, bul ne reasonable per-|
son will longer believe nor any candid
person longer charge that he seeks to
serve private interests. He would
secure for the city at bottom costs a
property of almost limitless worth
and prevent any futurg group of
traction speculators fattening at the

which is ordered.

The Republican majority is war-
ranted in viewing with satisfaction
the fact that only two Republican
Senators vielded to the influence of |
local Republican 1@aders, notably
Jacob A. Livingston, of Kings,
who, for some undiscliosed reason,
sought to protect the Tammany-
Hearst administration,

The old days of bi-partisanship,
when the local Republican organiza-
tion, feeding on contemptible pottage
thrown to it, tock orders from the
Tammany boss, happily are gone.

Mayor Hylan, his aids and part-
ners must face the light of publicity.
They have squirmed for months to
keep in darkness. They have run
from screen to screen. ; But their
camouflage is pierced—their smoke
defenses are blown away, They con-
front exposure.

Waste, extravagance, inefficiency
and corruption characterize Hylan-
ism. It has headed the city toward |
insolvency by voling expenditures
and failing to provide revenue to

meet them. It has put the city's
eradit in peril. Many of its depart-
ments rec with graft, as the

twenty-five indictments returned by
the Whitman grand jury attest. All
signs are that it is rotten through
and through.

It is time to know the full truth.
And it is to be known, Insidious in-
fluences were able to delay inquiry,
but to prevent it was'beyond their
eraft, and pnee on it will be unstop-
pable.

The Greek Failure in Asia Minor
Constantine began his war on the
Turks without sufficient prepara-
tion. The Greek armies establiched
themselves last fall in Asia Minor on
a north and south line fronting the
Anatolian railroad, from Afiun-Kar-
ahjssar to Eskisher, and. then up
ard Ismid. They had been op-
erating in conjunction with British

and were helping to enforce submis-
sion by Mustapha Kemal to the pro-
visions of the Treaty of Sévres.

. Then came Venizelos’s expul-
gion and Constanfine's restoration.
France and Great Britain realized
that they couldn’t cotperate with a
man of Constantine’s record and
character. They decided to mollify
the Turks. The new Greek govern-
ment refused to accept the treaty
modifications authorized by the Lon-
don conference and started in to
enforce its own claims in Anatolia
by fighting Kema! single-handed
Constantine removed the Venizelist
generals who had conducted the suc-
cessful offensive of 1820 and substi-
tuted some of his own less experi-
enced partisans. He forgot, also,
that the French had been keeping a

public’s 'expense.

The San Antonio Case

Fuller information in regard to
the Supreme Court decision in the
San Antonio, Texas, traction ease
throws doubt on the accurvacy of the
newspaper summaries of the de-
cision.

The decision was presented as one

to the effect that a contract for =
five-cent fare is not binding when its
enforcement means a company isnot
carning a fair return on its prop-
erty., In fact, it seems to be merely
that the city of San Antonio did not
have power to contract—that thus
ithere was no contract, and hence
the five-cent clause in a non-binding
instrument was not enforceable,
It appears that the original San
Antonio Traction Company was or-
ganized by a special act of the
Texas Legislature in 1874, and that!
the Texas constitution of 1R76 pro- |
vides that “no irrevocable or uncon-
trollable grant off special privileges
or immmunities shall be made.” In
1899 San Antonio passed an ordi-
nance providing that street railways
operating in the city should not
charge more than five cents for a
continuous ride, But subsequently
the Legislature ordered the sale of
ticleets to school children at one-half |
the regular fare, The company re-
sisted on the ground that it had a
contract with the city whose terms
the Legislature had impaired, and
that therefore the Legislature's act
was void. The decision was that
there was no contract—that the city
had no power to make one, on ac-
count of the constitutional provision
mentioned above.

The litigation which ended on
Monday arose out of an ordinance
of the city forbidding an increase of
fares. Whereupon the company at- |
tacked the ordinance on the ground
that the city’s act was confiscatory.
The roles being reversed, the ecity
argued there was a contract and the
company that there was not. The
lower cou¥t decided there wasz no
contract, and this decision the Su-
preme Court affirms. The implica-
tion is that if there had been a con-
tract the mompany could not have
raised its fare,

In the Cleveland case in 1904 the
Supreme Court held that when a city
had a right to contract with respect
to fares, and a traction company
entered into such a contract, it could
not abrogate the contract on the
ground that the contract rates were
confiscatory.

Any case coming up from New
I York City will probably involve
questions not touched upon in efther
the San Antonio or Cleveland case.
Here we have contracts made in be-
half of the city by a state commis-
sion whose power to contract is not

part of Kemal's forces busy in
Cilicia and that they could he re-
leased by an accord between France
and the Turkish Nationalists.

. Constantine struck at the Turks
last month, and at first had an easy
success. His troops reached the
line of the Anatoliah railroad, occu-
pying Afiun-Karahissay, at the
south; Eskisher, in the center, and
Bilejik, at the north. Mustapha,
aowever, quickly countered. His
generals smashed the Greek left
wing, driving it back to its base at
Brusa. The center also recoiled and
the left was obliged to withdraw from
Aflun-Karahissar toward Ushak.

" The Greeks have tried to minimize
{heir defeat and have been talking
gbout another drive toward the Ana-
iq!t;n railroad, which is the only
Line connecting the Turkish Angora
front with the Adalia and Cilician
fronts. But Turkish troops from

west of Konia, threatening an en-
velopment of the Greek left wing.
The Turks are reported at Denizli,
marching northwest against Serai-
keni, which lies only forty miles

challenged. 'The issue with us is
whether the state, acting through
another commission as trustee for
| the city, ean modify a contract made
|by its predecessor when the other
party thereto agrees to the modifi-
cation.

|
|

Old Names Are Best

Our busy Board of Aldermen has
resolvéd in favor of Welfare Island
as against Blackwell's Island and is
contemplating the replacement of
Herald Square with Bennett Square,
We have already sighed over the
Pollyannish euphemism of Welfare
Island—why ahandon an old salty
name like Blackwell's for what is,
in the present sfate of penology and
human nature, a silly and hypoeriti-
cal pretense? &

The proposed elimination of Her-
ald Square rTaises similar emotions.
A good rhythmical mouthful is this
title, which George Cohan made
famous in his song about Broadway
and the matter of being remembered
to Herald Square. In these years
it has become an honored bit of
Manhattanese, and those who would
lightly alter it have little under-
standing of how an old tm;-n attains
flavor and mellowness and person-

of Aldermen does insist upon chang-
ing Herald Square, now that the
Herald Building ia at an end, there
are the best of reasons for naming
it Greely Square rather than Ben-
nett Square. Such was the old name

‘of the erossways, and Uncle Horace®

in bronze still surveys the scene
from the lower side of the square,
which has never lost his name,
reunion of the whole area under
the title Greeley Square would per-
petuate history and end confusion.
To have a Bennett Square facing «
Greeley Square across Thirty-fourth
Street would have its sardonic
humor in view of ancient personali-
ties of the Greeley-Bennett days, but
there is not much eise to bhe said
for the plan. Old names are best.

Legalizing Syndicalism

The New York Call, a radical So-
cialist publication which adroitly
labors to promote syndicalism; is in-
telligent enough to recognize it when
it sees it. So it vehemently op-
poses the Meyer-Martin bill, which
would plug up a hele in the anti-
trust act whereby syndicalism has
¢rept into New York law.

The Donnelly act forbids com-
bination tn control the price of any
article of common use. Construing
this statute, the courts have held
that products of the photo-engraving
industry are not of common use, and
hence the prohibition dees not apply
to it. Taking advantage of this in-
terpretation, the union of phgto-en-
gravers and their employers” have
combined to fix prices and to keep
new concerns out of the business.

This is syndicalism—1ihat is, a
mondpoly group of employees hag
seized control of an industry and
absolutely dictates what the public
shall pay for its products. Behold-
ing the nose of the camel of syndi-
calism thus in the tent, The Call,
with its principles, naturally resists
its expulsion. It hopes the whole
animal may get in. The issue is so
plain that it is strange Mr! Gompers,
who is against syndicalism, is willing
to journey to Albany to oppose the
Meyer-Martin bill.

The authors of the Donnelly act,
of course, never intended to author-
ize syndicalist monopoely in the photo-
engraving industry. They did not
dream that the courts would narrow
the phrase “of common use’” so as to
exclude products that merge into
and are a part of other articles.
But, construing the language of the
act in a forced way, there is exclu-
sion. The Meyer-Martin bill merely
puts the matter back where it was
thought to be. If the hill is not
passed syndicalism will continue in
the photo-engraving industry, as The
Call perceives,

Women in the Courts
That the cnds of justice will be
better served when women have a
larger share in the administration
of the law was the burden of the
recent speech of Judge Florence
E. Allen, of the Court of Common
Pleas, Cleveland, Ohio, before the
Women Lawyers' Association. Her
chief complaint against all-male
courts and juries is that their no-
tions of ‘‘chivalry"” get the better
of their/common sense when they
are dealing with women wrong-
doers.

“Criminals take advantage of
this fact,” she says; “they use a
woman to perform acts essential to
the committing of crimes, with the
feeling that she will be Tet off at
the same time that she serves the
purpofe of ‘ sereening them. It is
quite true that practically all men
—lawyers, judges, prosecuting at-
torneys, witnesses and jurors—
are disposed to be lenient with
women,” The leniency iz not de-
liberate, she seems to think, but a
matter of instinct. Pretiy women,
particularly, are all too likely to
make men lose their balance,

The woman criminal is;, of
course, ready enough to play up
her delicacy or her charms in the
hope of being treated as a child
and let off easy. But such exemp-
tions, as Judge Allen says, are an
undeserved reflection upon the
character and intelligence of the
sex, and women in general disap-
prove of them. A woman ecrook
before a woman judge is pretty
sure to get fair treatment—and
nothing more,

a hand in enforcing the law their
unsentimental way of dealing with
women lawbreakers doubtless will
have the force of an example. This,
certainly, is one of the reasons why
women should be enabled to serve
on juries. And there are other and
more obvious reasons, chief among
them being the consideration that
to. double the number of people
from whom jurors may be'recruited

now exists in obtaining Intelligent
Jury service.

There is need also of women
judges. So far only one woman
has held judicial office in this
state—Judge Jean Norris, who was

magistrates’ bench, and who has
been discharging the duties of her
post with eredit. New York would
do well to follow the precedent of
Ohio by placing a woman on the
bench of a court of general juris-
diction, The state has women
lawyers of distinction. Bertha
Rembaugh, for example, was nomi-
nated for 4he Municipal Court in
1919 and received the support

ality g

from Aflun-Karshissar. The Greek

Let it be added that if the Board of the Citizens Union, apd; there go

-

of all the bar associations and

Al

As women come to have more of |

will be to halve the difficulty that |

appointed by Mayor Hylan to the:

can be no doubt of her fitness
for a higher post than that
toe which a Tammany-ridden eclec-
torate failed to raise her. DMiss
Rembaupgh has been suggested as
a fit bi-partisan eandidate for one
of the next oecurring vacancies in
the Syppreme Court of this county.

The Revival of Baseball
There are seasons and seasons, but
(none that quite equals the baseball
idoings that began yesterday with at

least the usual uproar. Locally there
are pood reasons for an extra whoop
from the throats of the devoted.' The
| immortal Ruth stands up to the plate
again for another try at fate and
the unbelievable record of last year
' which he himself hung up. Never
| bafore have the Yankees presented so
| formidable a front as this year. The
| Giants have more uncertain and un-
tested spots, but they promise much.
The Dodgers start with a fine record,
a tried team and a world of good
will for their game and sueccessful
fight last year.

There has been a heavy mortality
of familiar faces since last year,
thanks to the clean-up of crooked-
ness. The race is opener than usual
las a result. There may be many sur-
[ prises before the season is done. In
| & very real sense baseball is starting
fresh, with a new lease of life*and
a revival of good will and oldtime
zest and applause:

Byt let no manager or owner or
player mistake the temper of the
fans, Suspicions long whispered and
long evaded or ignored proved to be|
the truth last year, and it would be
idle to pretend that the fan ap-
proaches the game this year with the
same old trust. The new era in
haseball must earn the eonfidence of
its patrons all over apgain, from the
ground up. There must be no
shadow of erookedness permitted,
There must be a rigorous obedience

to the  strigtest discipline. The
standards set by Judge Landis must
prevail in fact as in name. The

game must seem
straight or
a-borning,

straight and be
the revival will die

Bits of Real Life

Motion Picture Plots in the Day’s

News That Censorship Would Spoil
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your editorial “Aladdin’s Lamp
Realism” in to-day's {ssue with-
out perhaps intending it to
be such, one of the best and strong-
est arguments against the censorship
of motion pictures that could he ad-
vanced, . ’

As your editorial points out, it is
a fact that writers look to the daily
newspapers for bits of real life for
amplification or condensation into
novels, plays, motion pictures, ete,
But it is also a faet that in numerous
states such situations and hits of life
a3 you miention ate debarred from the
motion picture screen by politieally
appointed censors,

As one who writes for the movies T
agree with you that the gem of =all
the nebulous plots in (he group you
mention is the story regarding the
capsule containing §6,000 worth of
radium, which was lost by & hopspital
attendant and which is a deadly men-
ace to the finder who keeps it. It is
8 capital idea for what is known ag g
serial--a continued melodrama.

But if, as you suggest, a producer
were 1o make & picture in which this
radium was stolen by a bandg of ing
ternational thieves and ona by one
its members were attacked by the un-
suapected malignity of radium’s rays |
and suffered ugly, cancernus death, the
censers in many states would refuse to
permit the showing of such scenes
and would be very likely to condemn
the whele picture as exerting too
“wild” an influence on ¢hildren, or to
prohibit its showing for any one of &
hundred other “reasons.”

All of the other "bits of real life”
that your editorial mentions would
also be mangled by the censors’ scis-
sors, especially anything that even re-
motely suggests suicide,

It is well for the people of New
York to realize now that censorship
may keep from the screen such “hits of
Teal life” as your ediforia mentions,

BEN M. GRIMM,

New York, April 12, 1921,

“p

is,
your

de— . T
German Debts Due Americans
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: Some time ago I noticed an
article in some of the Papers by a
New York lawyer referring to the col-
lection: of funds from Germany dug
| American gitizens residing in Ameriea,

1 have in mind just such a case as |
was mentioned in the above article. It !
is the cese of a widow whose hushand
was an American citizen residing in
America and left her an income from
German propertiez, None of this motney
has been received since war was de-
clared by Germany and the widow is
in sore straits. She has been notified
by the German government that one-
half of thiz income will be taken by,
the government to PEY wWar indemnity.'
How about this?

It seems to me that it is high time
| something was dona to protect the
|rights of our vitizens in this matter,
| I cannot understand why the matter
| has not been taken up by our Senators.
! WILLIAM R. HOOPER.
| New York, April 12, 1821,

' The Penalty of Greatness

| (From The Louisvile Courier-Journal)
The optimist used to encourage the

struggling youth with the assertion

about there being always room at-the !

top. The pessimist nowadays cbserves
| that at the top there are taxes which
{lop off earnings like the scimitar of
|Saladin lopped off heads.

A Serious Drawback

{Erom The: Boaton Transerint)
Even in'the spring they don't play
If in the Utopia-of Soviet Russia,

! extracted a

ﬁhe Conning Tower

Copyright, 1921, New York Tribune Tne.
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SPEAKING OF OUR WASTEFUL LAND TENANTRY SYSTEM

BALLADE OF A SMALL SALARY
I do not know and I do not cars
A cuss where those ludies are to-day,
Alya and Ermengarde and the falr
Flora of raseally Vilion's lay;
The last year's snows are melted away,
Ag any idiot ought to know,
But not so ¢ompletely nn my pay—
Whera does my monthly salary go?

For long dead ladies I don't despair;
I'm well contented that they should
atay
Wherever
wear;
L know a lovelier lot than they;
But every one of them Sayé me nay;
Bonbons and roses I can't bestow,
Neyer & luncheon, never a play—
Where does my monthly salary go?

they are, whatever they

To fuss the flappers T do not dare;

Seldom T see them, for my array

Is ruinous and beyond repair;

My only trousers are all afray;

I belong in & field to keep at bay

The thieving and unmelodious crow;

Tailors are damned exponsive—and say,

Where does my monthly salary go?
L'ENYVOI

Tell me a mouthful, Queen, I pray;

Forget that query ahout the snow;

This iz my burden ever and aye,

Where does my monthly salary go?

C.W. w.

There is to
Belle of New York., but we doubt its
ability to enthrall ua as it did in 1897,
The voice af Dan Daly:-ﬂinging “Trom
far Cohoes, where the hopvine grows"
is inimitable; and his :iauci.pg shoes
are non-refilluble. =

It was at a performance of “The

Belle of New York" ‘that we “discov-
ered" similarity between tumes, The

fitst eight notes of the chorus of {hat |

song—"0[ course you can never be
like ug"—are the first eight of “My
Grandfather's Clock.”

Another Burst of Morality
the Grand Rapids (Mich.)
Journal |
The Muskegon Communily Council
announces that Mary DPickford and
Douglas IFFairbanks’s pictures will he

|From

barred because of their marriage after |

her divoree. Mack Sennatt's Bathing
Girls will be featured.

There was talk, a few years ago, of
changing the name of this nation to
the United States of Columbin. Our
choice is the U. S. of Puritania. For
President: Clayton R. Lusk.

Think of a Condition in Bourbon!

Sir: Down in Chile, South America,
in the National Agricultural Institute,
they teach the art of making wines,
liquots, ete. What a pleasure to be
honor man in Cognac-or what a con-

solation to flunk in Champagne! What!

an* imeptus the desire for learning
would get if our own Aggies boasted
such courses! ALONZO,

Ungentimental though we are, we
could not read without the proverbial
catch-in-the-throat that a large loft at
408 East Ninety-third Street, Utica, is
to let by [gulp] Adams Happel.

“With Thes Conversing T Forget All Time"
[From The Hovana Post]
AMERICAN GIRL—Wanted by well edu-

eated Cuban young man to exchange Eng-
lish and Spanish conversalion of any kind.
Apply A, W. H., P, O, 2088, Habana. 4-9

It is Jean's contention that it is tHe
impermanent wives who get the perma-
nent waves. And the best of women
linotypers says that the p. w. puts a
permanent crimp ir the pockethook.

Provoking:
Curly locks, curly lecks, wilt thou be-
have? P
Thou needst not to purchase a porma-
nent wave.

Haec Fibula Docet

Sirt Lying awake at night has noth-
ing, in the matter of continuity, on
lying in be®§ with a broken fibula. These
nuestions will reecur:

Oh, why should the spirit of mortal
be proud? Cen't think of a reasson.

Will you walk into my parlor? Can’t.

Where are you pgoing, my pretty
maid? WNowhere at all,

What's this dull town to me?
than nothing.
- What ails this heart of mine? Noth-
ing at all; it'ssmy ankle that's broken.

Who ran and kizszsed me when I fell?
Nobody.

Have you heard of the wonderful
one-horse shay? Yes, but I wasn't
built like that, C. W,

Suggested for The New Republic's
“The Band Wagon": “The American
public always deals with its affalrs
on the merita of the case."—Judge
Landis.

Lese

Subway Suspects

Suddenly she gave & start; the time
had eome, She looked about furtively.
No one was watching her. Swiftly and
silently she opened the black 'bag and
long, sharp implement.
Then she paused and once more making
sure that she was not being spied upon,
slowly raised the pencil and wrote in
her memo book “Get steak for dinner.”

Dy Vi N,

Even so careful a writer ax Mr. H. W,
Eoynton refers, in the current Weekly
Review, to “Miss Lulu Betts” and to
the chief character in Zell as “Herman
Zell,” \

The Greenwlich Golfer
Tis nice to live in Greenwich,
Where they have a 19th hole,
And when you've finished 18,
You slowly toward it stroll;

And sit there sad and gloomy
., And silent while you sip
A Cos Cob Rhubarb Cobbler
Or Mianus River Flip,
J. Q.
During the war he served as a Lieu-
tenant in the Untied States Army.—
Columbia Alumni News,
[Cries of “Treason!']

0f course, the freedom of the city
can be abused. Remember Gomorrah.

—

We are not one to oppose the Presi-
dent, but our policy is slightly in vari-
anice with his, of national economy and
astrong home defense.

=—
It's just the other way with us,
K. PoAl

be a revival of “The |
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The subjoined
looking to a eonsolidation of the
traction lines of the c¢ity, some of
whose features are in accord with

Tribune by one of the city's leading
traction experts. .

(1) A new company is to he farmr-di
to operate the various properties to be |
leased to it by the city. The company

of directors.

ol adjustment to be appointed by the
Governor, suclf estimate to be made as
follows: The future earnings of the
line should be estimated on the basis of
the b-cent fare and operating expenses |
on the basis of the average price of
materials and labor during some pre- |
scribed term of years, such prices to be
higher than during the pre-war period
but lower than those prevailing in
1020, These estimated future carnings
capitalized on a b5 or 6 per cent basis |
should then be made the basis for fix-
ing eapital value. The commission or
board of valuation should be required
in each case to take into consideration
probable future increase of traffic on
lines serving undeveloped districts of
the city and various other items cffect-
ing earning capacity.

The Right to Review

If the City of New York should re-
fuse to accept any such estimate of
earning capacity or of capital value
the city should be given the right to
& review of the estimate by some spe-
cially designated tribunal, whose de- |
cision should be binding. Probably
such an estimate could not be made |
legally binding upon a traction com- |
pany, but any company refusing to ac- |
cept the estimate would have no rights
under the plan or the enabling legis-
lation. S

If deemed advisable it could be pro-
vided that the estimated capital value
thus fixed for the subway shall in no
case be higher than the price at which |
the ¢ity is entitled under its present!
contracts to recapture the same and
that the estimated capital value of the
elevated lines and surface lines shall
in no case be higher than the esti-
mated cost of reproducing their|
physical properties, with due allow-
ence for depreciation.

3. The Interborough Rapid Transit

| Company and the Manhattan HElavated |

Railway Company are to,be reorgnn-l

izad as follows:

To effect the proposed reorganization |
the Interborough Company's properties
are to be sold &t receiver's sale, sub-
ject to the first and refunding mort-
guge, or, if found advisable, the mort-
gage i3 to be foreclosed and the prop-
erties are to be sold at foreclosure |
sale,

Manhattan Lease to Terminate
The leagse of the Manhattan elevated
lines to the Interborougn Rapid Tran-
sit Company is to be termingted. The
lease and contract between the city and
the Interborough Rapid Transit Com-
pany covering the subway lines is to be
vested in the new company, subject to
the existing first and refunding mori-
gage and other indebtedness of the In-
terborough Rapid Transit Company

{which are to be assumed by the new
compan?) and the lease is to be amend-

and its operations are to he subject to |
regulation by the Public Service Com- | 4
mission. The city is to have represen- | Contract covering the subways.
tetion upon the new company's board |

(2) The capital valde of ecach line |
should be estimated by the Public Sery- | properties (fixed as above provided) in |
ice Commission or by a special hunrd|

plan, If it should become necessary. to
foreclose the new mortgage a similar
neyw mortzage is to be exceuted by the

v S : | ; i 4
Governor Miller's specinl message of | iﬂc“ .Mmp:n}__a"d Ihrlmds securcdfthel;:-.
yesterdny, was prepared for The | 1y are to be iszued in exchange for the

rvesent bonds of the Interborough
company.

The lines of the Manhattan Elevated
Company are to be vested in the eity,
subject to the company’s indebtedness,

| and are to be leased to the new operat-

ing company under a lease and con-
tract similar to the amended lease and
The new company is to

issune its

| stock in exchange for the stocks of the
. | Interborough company and the Man-
Method of Valuation s

hattan Elevated Company on the hasis
of the capital value of their respective

excess of the indebtedness assumed,

\The Surface Lines

4. The various surface lines are from
time to time to be valued as ahove pro-
vided and to be taken over by the city

| and leased to the operating company in

the same manner as the Manhattan
elevated lines. In many ecases, prob-
ably, the debts of the surface lines
would exceed the capital value of their
properties and the whole of these debts
could not be assumed by the new com-
pany. It is probable also that some of
the surface lines cannet he operated at

uny profit and that they ave not really |
needed to serve the public. Such lines |

should be abandoned and the rails
taken up. Other surface lines may not
be capable of operation at a profit, but
are needed to serve the publie. Ip such
cases the city should have the right to
take over these lines at a price based

on their serap value, approved hy the {

Publie Service Commission or the
Board of Adjustment, and to lease
them to the new operating company,
the latter being protected against loss
by the provizions of paragraph 6.

B. R. T. Reorganization

5, The Brooklyn Rapid Transit Com-
pany is to be reorganized as follows:
The leage and contract relating to the

| company’s subways iz to be amended |

and to be vested in the new operating

company on the same basis as the lease |

and contract of the Interborough Rapid
Transit Company. Tha elevated and
surface lines of the Brooklyn Rapid
Transit Company are to ba dealt with
in the same manner as the other ele-
vated and surface lines,

(6) At the outset the new operating

company is to charge a F-cent fare on |

alk lines taken over by it, subjeet to
such transfers as may be preseribed
by the Public Service Commisaion.
However, it i3 to be the duty of the
Fublie Service Commission to increase
the G-cent fare whenever this may be

its properties represented by its out-
standing shares of stock, If in any

| Year the earnings should not be suf-

ficient to pay these sums the defi-
ciency should be made up out of future
earnings and the fare should be ad-
justed accordingly, If there should bhe
& surplus this surplus should go to
the city to be mpplied against the in-
terest and sinking fund charges of

the city upon all indé'btulneaa hereto- |

fore or hereafter incurred by the city
for the construction of traction lines
leased to the operating company.

Upon the application of the city
fares should Wa increased by the Pub-
lic Service Commission from time to

A Suggested Subway Plan

QOutline of a Method for Unifving City's Traction Svstem

gpecific proposal t'ed so as to make it conform to this

time to an amount sufficient to enable
the new company to earn not only ita
own charges and 6 per cent on the
portion of the agreed capital valus of
its properties represented by stock,
but also the whole or part of the in-
terest and rinking fund charges of the
¢ity upon all indebtedness incurred by
it for the construction of lines opersted
by the company. Any earnings in ax-
|cm<a of an amount sufficient to pay the
|interest and sinking fund charges of
{the city are to be divided between the
lcity and the new operating company
{on ome specified basis.

| The new company is to lease and
l:operate any additional lines con-
jatructEd. by the city, The new com-
| pany is to make such improvements as
the Public Service Commission may
direct cut of the proceeds of bonds or
other obligations issued and sold with
{the approval of the commission. Ine
| terest and sinking fund charges in re-
| spect of all such obligations are to be
included as part of the charges to be
provided for as ahove stated,

Recapture by the City

Provision is to be made glving the
city power to terminate all the leases
and to recapture all the properties
as an entirety. It would be desirable
| also to give the city a right instead of
| terminating the leases to acquire all
| the stock of the operating company st
| & fixed price, based on the agreed
capital wvalue of ils property repre-
sented by the stock, If the city should
ever take over the traction properties
they ought to be operated like other
city departments by elected or ap-
pointed eity officials. A better plan
would he to reguire the city to operats
them through a separate corporate
organization managed by a classified
board, consisting of, say, nine mem-
bers, of wham only one would he ap-
pointed each year. If all the tractlon
lines were operated by elected or ap-
pointed city officials like the other
departments of the city a dangerous
amount of patronage would ba vesteld
in the political party in contral and
ihe operation of the lines would be-
come both inefficient and extravagest.

1914 and After
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your correspondent
L. SBowter writes:

“If any nation or nations, for any
purpose they saw fit, wished to bring
about such a crisis as arose in 1914,
ilhe United States would be ready te
| do what it did in 1817
| May I refer Mr. Sowter tn the files
of The Tribune in the days preceding
|the war, so that his letter to you may
jnppear in its proper perspective? We
|were ‘“big enough, strong -enough,
brave enough” in 1914, but we waited

Frank

| necessary to enable the new company Iz:v?:::::? a:n;leﬂ;p:;li,“ﬂ:inf":;llfzu:::
| t¢ earn and pay its faxes, interest and e e t.‘e the-and ‘I:-:rl\'ﬂ’!-'
|sinking fund charges and, say, 6 per | _wmm; L ;ﬁ:‘{; “1!; ngom {ais Lo des
i(_,-pnt on the portion of the agreed cap- ‘-I c_' STl c. pe = nd
| ital value (fixed as above provided) of | & 2F® War on SeHpARY, OF gyeiae

Von Bernstorff home.

Once again 1 respectfully refer Mr
Sowter to the ediforials of The Trib-
une from the fall of 1914 onward. He
will not then feel like writing about
doing something in 1024 that we ought
to have done in 1919, namely, join the

league or be proclaimed the bully
among the nations.
JOHN M. F. HOWIE.

Buffelo, N. Y., April 12, 1821,

The Home Front
(From The Washington Post) ;
For safety from hold-up men, New

York's home-building boom should in-
rclude & line of forts.
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