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France Honors Haclkett

American Gets Decoration for Playing'

Macbeth; Elsie Janis and
Others in Paris

By Wilbur Forrest
From The Tribune's Europsan Bureau
PARIS, July 1.

OW that James K. Hackett is en route home, via England, with a

little red ribbon in his boutonniere, Paris looks forward to an

American stage invasion. James K.’s Legion d’Honneur for play-

ing Macbeth at L'Odeon is an honor, however, that goes few and
far between to actors, and any “invading force” will doubtless have to be
tontent with the benefit of the exchange rate on francs which actors and
iciresses who have invaded Paris of late will tell you is nothing to be
tontent with.

However, Elsie Janis is still invading Paris with some success, and
iow comes Kay Laurell, deseribed by the Paris papers as the “plus jolie
‘emms de Ziegfeld.” Mme. Laurell is scheduled to “play the gayest
le" in one of the boulevard theaters as one of the papers remarks.
Asida from that vanguard, along with Mary Miles Minter and a few
more “movie” folk doing annual migrations, the American summer in-
vasion of Paris is—generally speaking—still beyond the blue horizon of
the Atlantic.
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Faris, nevertheless, {s having its new
ekly thrill which spunds American,
WEln', This time it is Signor Russeli,
143t up from Italy with twenty-nine or
thirty new musical instruments which
}ﬁe World—or that part of it which in-
fabits the Champs FBlysees theater
nightly—ig seeing and hearing for the
frst time, There is musie in every-
thing, says the prophet Russeli, and he
U3 his two dozen-odd instruments to
Frove it Under the prophet’s touch
Machinery grinds harmoniously, trees
fiitle, brooks purl, or nearly so,
eritkety chirp, locusts fiddle in E and A
only, frogs crogk, the ocean woars,
d mea waves purr and even taxicab
::!‘lms tough karmoniously. Some of
¢ well known musicians and erities
7 inclined to believe with the prophet
:‘5 “all sound s melodious and all
Whination of sound is harmonious.”
lmm fiTe some who say the new music
h.:t;uture_, but jumping from music
T4 1t ean be recalled that there were
‘:!‘ht:rl‘“ﬂ“iti“ #tome years &go who
3 th futurist painters that

T;‘?"hiﬂz that is is beautiful.” ,
t' lhid_o!d _Comédie Frangaise,
MO8t rigid arbiter of artistic merit,
ibout.:,“! F’a.ris something to talk
iy ;h::“'lfging open the doors to
Barred !tain:t ::wun portals have been
€ master for a quarter

Peul],?ntnn." “The Enemy of the
Pe" eonsidered by many Ibsenites

._u th
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little doubt that others will follow.
Paris, however, ia not entirely ignorant
of Ibsen as the Comédie Frangaise
would have 1, At present “Hedda
Gabler” is on the boards at ome of
the smaller playhouses, but effete Paria
will bs more familiar with this play
when it comss to the Comédis, Paris

theatergoers of the old school being

just that prim,

In the meantime Paris cannot forget
the war, The handsome yomng Ameri-
can officer who paraded the boulevards
not so long ago is yanked back ms the
villain of the piece in “The Fire That
Did not Burn,” a comedy by Jean
Jacques Bernard, son of Tristan Ber-
nard, ons of France's most famous
playwrights. Here 1a the story:

Paris Has Its
American Villain

Andre Merin, & young French officer,
prisoner in Germany for four years,
comes home full of hope and finds
Blanche apparently sharing the hearth-
stone with the attractive young son of
Unecle Sam. Andre waxen jealous and
Blanche (Mme. Falconnetti), who has
really beén a good wife, merely renting
out a room to help keep the wolf away,
cannot convince Andre—with consider-
able good scting, incidentally—that her
one hope and prayer has been for his
return and that the American is just
a person who answered her “For Rept'
ad in The Matin. Despite everything

(Continued on page three)

Az
A.wz:.z}g;z‘o.rz a2
'Szvma»azg;yf/ys/

FOARD THAY

Stage Gossip|
PERFORMANCE that {s bound
g to be unusually interesting will!
be given st the Shubert Theater
Tharsday st midnight, when thirty
prominent membera of the Lamhbs
Friars, Players and Green Room
will stage the “All Star Idlers of
1821,” described as a two-act revue, by
Will Morrissey, Leon Errol is staging
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the dances and the ensembles are un-
der the direction of R, H. Burnside.
Victor Baravalle will be in charge of
the special orchestra. |

This will be the first of a series ofi
ongagements to be played by this or-|
ganization in and around New York,
principally at the summer resorts. This
performance guarantees thirty stars
on the stage and a thousand in the au-
dience,

Included in the east of ths “All Star
Idlers of 1921 are Ed Wynn, Wallace
MecCutcheon, Herbert Corthell, Tom |
Lewis, Fred Walton, Will Morissey, |
William B. Mack, Ned A. Sparks, Vie-
tor Morley, Wellington Cross, Robert
Woolsey, Lieutenant Gitz-Rite, Joe
Allen, Jed Prouty, Effingham Pinto,
Stuart Wilson, Robert Pitkin, Regi-
nald Barlow, Tom Walsh, Frank Bel-
cher, Cyril Ring, Jack Rutherford,
Robert Armstrong, Harry R, Allen,
Harold Woolf, Adin Wilson, Adrian
Rosley, Harry Short and Fred Manatt.

The East-West Players have been re- |
wwganized for the coming senson; which
hey are planning to make a very active
ne, beginning early in the fall. They
11l still restrict themselves to pre-
entations of one-act plays, and it is

(Continued on page aix)
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ﬁtm Theatrical Sfferings

MONDAY —At the Liberty Theater George White will present “Secandals
of 18921,” featuring Ann Pennington. The supporting cast: Aunt
Jemima, Olive Vaughn, Victoria Herbert, Jean Ford, Myra Cullen,
Christine Welford, Darry Welford, Geraldina Alexander, Pheebe Laa,
George Le Maire, Lou Holtz, Lester Allan, George Bickel, Charles

King, Harry Rose, Bert Gordonm, Lloyd Garrett and James Miller
A chorus of fifty.
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Castled Spain Interesting, but

.Not Restful, Says Otis Skinner
America all tuckered out, Blasco|States Ambassador Willard took him in

3 Ibifiez will be to blame for it. | tow and did the balance of the town

Mr. Skinner % to appear next season ! with him.
in “Blood and Sand,” a play by Tom| Of course he saw a bullfight. That
Cushing, founded on the novel of that | was one of the things he went for. But
same title by Ibafiez, and so, a8 soon as | he says he hasn’t had the courage to
his last tour in “At the Villa Rose” tackle the theaters. It's so hot that
ended in May, he set sail for Spain to | they den't begin the performances until
visit the famous mnovelist and get some | 10 o'clock.
pointers first hand on how a real cham- |
pion bullfighter ought to act,

Well, evidently Ibifiez gave America’s
foremost romantie actor a regular old-
home week reception, for Mr. Skinner
writes that he hasn't had a chance to
“lo any resting since lie's been there.
When lbdfiez had got through showing | Frohman, Inc., announces that the sea-
him all the sights of Madrid that he | son at the Empire Theater will ®
knew anything about—and Mr. Skinner opened on September 20,

Besides Madrid, he has visited San
| Sebastian, Seville and Granada, and th. y
are all hot but worth seeing. He ha
| picked up a lot of costumes and prop-
| erties 8f various kinds—all the -real
| thing—that will be used in the produc-
tion of the new play, with which Charles
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F OTIS SKINNER comes back to|says they wera quite a few—TUnited |

& I'rolic is to have more of speed and less
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EORGE WHITE'S “Scandals m'l
1921, the third of the series|

that has becoms a hardy annual,

will open at' the Liberty Theater Mon-
day night, a week ahead of schedule.
] In a six-day tryout in Atlantic City the

production was handled so quickly and

| played so smoothly that Mr, White
| yielded to the golden lure of Broadway,
| Reports from Atlantic City say the
young manager has dressed the piece
with lavish hand and that pictorially
it far exceeds his former efforts.

The hook is by Arthur (Bugs) Baer,
| the lyrics by Arthur Jacksom, the music
| by George Gershwin and the artistie
| effects -by Herbert Ward.
| TFor subject matter Mr. White has

selected current topies to srandalize
| and gleek idols to joust. hera are
| some twenty scenes and the speetator
will haye to do some imaginary travel-
ing te get it all. Bolshevist Russia,
| the South Sea Islands, ancient Porsia,
the Panama Canal Zone, are in the
geography of scandal, to say nothing
of familiar spots in New York City,
| ineluding Long Acre Square snd the
gymnasium of Madison Square Garden.
-

Ziegfeld's “Midnight Frolic” {s the

rnext member of the midsummer group
' S : ~ o
(—which also includes the “Greenwich

| Village ' Follies"—to fall The

| due.
| of stateliness, aceording to the spegi-
| fications vouchsafed—more of the jazz
[and less of the sarabsnd, The” new
show is listed for launching next week.
! No date has been named for the open-
ing of “Greenwich Village Follies,”
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John Henry Mears

The Three-Whirl Man: “T\lidn ight)”
“Broadway” and the Whirl Around
the Earth in Thirty-five Days

HIS isn’t exclusively a theatrical story, although it is dramatis
enough, for John Henry Mears kept & world-wide audience or
the anxious seat for more than a month just eight years ago
while he whirled around the earth in thirty-five days and therel;

broke all speed records, besides utterly disproving Einstein’s theory o
relativity long before it had heen announced, by landing right back o
the same spot from which he departed.

Although born in the Hub, Mears has always lived on the rim of
things. He travels fast and life for him is one big whirl,

To be more exact, life for him just now is the “Broadway Whirl’
that he set spinning at the Times Square Theater some weoks ago.

Mears always finds something to keep busy ahout. He had just go
over the excitement of a New York premier when he dizcovered that he
needed a pair of twins to add to the singers, dancers and comediang whe
support Richard Carle, Blanche Ring, Charles Winninger, Winona Winte
and Jay Gould. He told his troubles to the world through The Tribune
last Sunday, and now he is busy sorting out the twins and near twim
who have swamped him ever since.
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{though rehearsals are under way,

When You Could See
Blanche Ring for Five Pins

Mears is a graduate of the Boston
Latin School, but salthough he ah-
sorbed much of that dead language
he early proved to be a live wire. As
a boy he managed a theater in the
celler of his father's ‘house. Ons of
his stars then was that same Blaneche
Ring, who is one of his stars to~dny.|
She was gix then and proved that|
she was even then a real star by in- |
sisting upon a separate coal bin for |
a dressing room. Admission was five |
pins, but, as Tommy Gray, the libret- |
tist of “The Broadway Whirl,” re-|
marked the other day when Mears was
reminiscing, “cellars -wera not then
what they are to-day.”

|
After graduation Mears got a posi- |
tion as usher at the Park Theater, in |
his home town, and Tose to assistant
treesurer. But Boston was too small
for him, so he came to New York and |
started as office boy at Daly's Theater,
Within & year he had become tregsurer
of the theater, and finally road man-
ager of “The Runaway Girl"” That ap-
pointment came on Mears's twentieth
birthdey. Then Mears went to Chi-
cago where he was treasurer of |
Powers Theater, but the road Ilured |
him away and he joined the forces of |
Charles Frohman and was for several |
years manager for John Drew's tours. |
Lays His Plans for
Making Dash Around World
All this time Mears had nursed s
seeret nmbitipn—to beat all recprds|

| ning Sun, began on July

in cireling the globe. TFor severa
years he studied time tahles, loeal ané
foreign, and many a night he poree
over maps and books of travel, As
he journeyed from coast to coast wit)
the Drew company Mears econsultes

| railroad authorities, travelers of note

explorers, every one who had & mit
of_information, until finally, in 1913
he had his plans complete. Jules
Verne's mythical here, Phineas Fogp
had made the tri
lie Bly had done it in seventy-twe
days; . Andre Jager-Schmidt, with the
commission of a Parisian paper, did i¢
in 1911, in a few hours less than fort»
days. Mears declared that he coull
beat that by seversl days, and he din
To be exact, Mears circled the eartd
in thirty-five days, twenty-one hour
and thirty-five minutes., The trim
taken under the auepices of The Eve
2, 1913, ane
ended at the office of that newspaper
on August 6,
Some of the High Spots
That John Henry Hit

No idle jaunt, this. Time tables
proved mere fables. Fogs and accidents
threatened more thun once not oniy 8¢
make the record impossible, but ts ene
the career of the zdventurer. He lab
the Sun Building with a suitcsse, »
camera and an overcoat, and fourtees
minutes later wes on the steamshij
Mauretania, which he caught by a mar
gi’ﬁ of less than a second. He arrives
in London on July 8, vad reached Pagh
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