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Russia's Impoverishment
And Russia had no Joseph.not

even a Pharaoh who, though despotic,
was intelligent enough to seek an in¬
terpretation of the dream of the lean
lane which devoured the fat kine.
So what Secretary Hughes has de¬

scribed as the progressive impover¬
ishment of the masses of Russia has
continued, and they have arrived at
the present appalling tragedy. The
consequences unescapably flowed
from the conditions that were artifi¬
cially established. Lenine's polity
was not up to the level of that of the
squirrel which stores against future
need. Lack of rain precipitated the
famine, but its cause lies elsewhere.
Bolshevism reduced production to the
verge cf extinction, and there was

do reserve when nature turned
slacker.
Dimly Lénine has recognized

whither he was heading the Russian
people. Conquest of political power,
by his group, he declared in an early
manifesto, was the first step, equita¬
ble distribution the second ; but these
things, he acknowledged, would
count for little unless there was ade¬
quate production.
But though Lénine saw the truth

he did net stick to it. Profoundly
ignorant of the laws of production,
as most socialists are, he clung to
the mad doctrine that he would take
from men the fruits of their toil and
still have them go on working.
Power wa_ sweet to him and he hung
on any way and anyhow. So Russia
starves. A great people, placed on

the table of a cruel vivisectionist,
perishes before the world's eyes.
Pompeii when destroyed was

haried, but Russia, though destroyed,
is not buried.is seen festering in
sad depths. She is a mighty warn¬

ing. She has verified the saying of
Arthur Young that a bit of paradise
becomes a desert when its cultivator
loses the results of his labor, while a

barren rock blossoms like the rose

when it is a worker's own. The les¬
son is as simple as it is old.
But men do not study social laws

with the assiduity they disclose in
the study of physical laws. Yet eco¬

nomic truth is as important as scien¬
tific truth. Russia attests the pun¬
ishment that comes when the estab¬
lished habits of the human animal
are ignored. It fills few mouths to
argue that men should act otherwise
than they do. It is conceded that
the institutions of private pi*operty
are not beautiful in all of their
Vrorks. The time may come when re-

iigious motives or supreme enlight-
irnment will induce men to labor for
all with the zeal they display when
laboring for themselves, but this mil¬
lennium is not arrived. While the
human species is as it is, to attempt
to usher in a new era by force is
supremely wicked. The outside world
could have saved the Russian people.
"When the Czecho-Slovaks were on
the Volga an opportunity beckoned.
Again it did when Yudenitch was in
the suburbs of Petrograd, and again
when the Poles drove back the Bol-
shevist- and the road to Moscow lay
open. But the outside world was
confused by the clatter of its radi¬
cals and did nothing. Never did a
small number exercise a more malefi-
cent influence. Surel3T there is no
reason to envy the thoughts of the
parlor Bolshevist as he reflects, as
¦reflect he must, on his responsibility
if ¡" Russia's present misery.
The calamity is so engulfing that

all the outside world can now do is
relatively little. It will take many
years for Russia to recover, even

though the Bolshevists be expelled
to-morrow. The most effective help
«a to think straight and to avoid re-

re_t;*'a*, if a door to doing practical
gcod open., the weak mistakes of the
lac..

In the main the Russian remnants
r.iust work out their own salvation.
l»ut once there is an end of a tyranny
which is vicious and an abandonment
«f a preposterous economic system
" ". '1 is worse, there will be a begin-
*"*-.¦._. fc*' better days and Russia, one

of the world's great grain store¬
houses, will cense to he a mendicant
for bread.

Poor Washington!
Between now and the meeting of

the disarmament conference much
mention of "entangling alliances"
may be expected and much quota¬
tion of Washington.

But one Washington quotation
is not likely to be stressed.the
one which reads:

Mj* first wiah is to see this pingue
to mankind (war) banished from
the earth, and the sons and daugh¬
ters of this world employed in more

pleasing and innocent amusements
than in preparing implements and
exercising them for the destruction
of mankind.

Washington was author of the
maxim that a way to avoid war
was to be prepared for it. But this
was not all of Washington's
doctrine. He was not pleased to
see mankind "preparing implements
and exercising them for the de¬
struction of mankind." No one can
doubt whither his influence would
go if in President Harding's place.

It isn't fair to the great founder
to present him as opposed to all
alliances. It was only the "en¬
tangling" kind he objected to. The
qualifying word was -deliberately
employed. Its use showed that he
distinguished between agreements,
and favored unions for peace as
much as he disfavored unions for
war. Yet those who have a liking
for misrepresentation will doubtless
continue to misrepresent.

Scientific Tariffs
The Senate Finance Committee is

on the right track if it is going to
require "more facts and fewer gen¬
eralities" from witnesses who'have
asked to be allowed to testify as to
tariff duties. Senator Reed moved
on Friday to strike from the record
the testimony of a chemical manu¬
facturer who declined to give in¬
formation about his firm's produc¬
tion costs, earnings, taxes and divi-
dends. These are factors of the
first importance in determining the
amount of protection which an in¬
dustry needs. Protective duties are

supposed to be laid to equalize con¬
ditions of production at home and
abroad and to prevent destructive
foreign competition. But the dif¬
ferential cannot be determined by
ab&tract reasoning. It must corrs-
spond to the margin of safety dis¬
closed by the operations of the home
irdustry.

This margin fluctuates, and the
really efficient tariff is the one which
adapts itself easily to economic
changes. For that reason a tariff
commission is a most valuable gov¬
ernment agency. Congress usually
legislates under the spell of some

generalization. It is for a commis-
íüion to see from year to year how the
tariff rates fixed by Congress affect
each industry and to what extent the
margin of safety is being increased
or diminished. Manufacturers who
withhold information as to the pros-
perity or non-prosperity of their en¬

terprises defeat the intention of the
law, which is to shield them from
such foreign underselling as will
break down home industry, but not
to give them undue profits.
What the country needs is a sci¬

entifically adjusted tariff, pliable at
all times, capable of alteration
through Executive action when cir¬
cumstances make modification de¬
sirable. The Fordney act's chief
merit is that it intrusts a good deal
of discretion to the President for
bargaining purposes. Export trade
must be stimulated as well as domes¬
tic trade. Some day, perhaps, we

shall have a tariff administered in
the light of expert knowledge and
capable of securing a healthful ex¬

pansion of both exports and imports.

Passports for Immigrants
Whatever restriction may or may

not be placed upon immigration,
there are both humane and economic
reasons why the winnowing should
be applied at the ports of departure
instead of being withheld until ar¬

rival. A bill now before Congress
would require intending immigrants
to have their passports vised before
embarking for this country, and
would permit consuls to visé them
only after thorough medical and
other examination.
That there should be such exam¬

ination goes without saying. We
are now practicing it, in difficult and
unsatisfactory circumstances, at El¬
lis Island. Certainly it would seem

to be\to the advantage of all con¬

cerned to have it done on the other
side. It would cost our government
less. It would be better for the
immigrants. It would be better for
the steamship companies, for it
would mean fewer to be taken back
at the companies' expense.

It is obvious that a would-be im¬
migrants moral record and other
circumstances bearing upon his fit¬
ness for American residence and citi¬
zenship can be as readily and as

thoroughly investigated abroad as

here. The consular service would
need to be strength«?xied, but this
would be a good thing^'for many rea-

sons. There would still, of course,
have to be some examination at our

ports, but most of the work would
have been done. With a competent !
consular service nine-tenths ci
those who are now rejected and ex¬
cluded at Ellis Island would be re¬

jected on the other side, and wouM
thus be saved a fruitless journey,
It is not pleasant to think of human
cargoes held in close quartern
while the immigration administra
tion counts quotas.

The Surgeon's Surtaxes
The board of Johns Hopkins Hos¬

pital, anticipating Congress by de¬
creeing the modification of the sur¬
taxes levied by surgeons against the
rich, attacks a long established cus¬
tom of the medical profession.

It has been esteemed the glory of
the medical profession that it per¬
formed prodigies of service, often¬
times without charge, for the poor,
while the rich were taxed all the
traffic would bear. The successful
surgeon is a leveller of material pos¬
sessions. He has been a respecter!
of persons.not in the Biblical sense,
but in reverse, as specially solicitous
for the purseless. In law one man j
may be as good as another, but in
hospitals parts of some persons are
more valuable than parts of others.
Two of America's most distinguished
surgeons, the Mayo brothers, have
followed the practice of ascertaining
a patient's annual income and tax¬
ing him 10 per cent if their aid was
invoked. Robin Hood'?, memory was

long revered in rural England be¬
cause he took from the fat to give
to the lean, and the statutes of the
medical code are born of a similar
feeling,

Johns Hopkins Hospital fixes the
maximum price for an operation at
$1,000. Its argument is that the
medical profession has been getting
too greedy and mercenary. But the
regulation ignores half of the prob¬
lem. Will not the surgeon be forced
to be less lenient to the indigent
when he can't recoup from the
wealthy?
The Baltimore ruling doubtless

has been carefully considered, but it
is improbable that it will secure gen-
eral imitation. It seems at war with
the spirit of benevolence which has
so long marked the medical profes¬
sion, and this spirit will not yield
tamely.

Not Alone
New Yorkers are not the only

ones to be heat stricken. London-
ers are reported taking to iced drinks
.a barbarism heretofore righteously
shunned. A Parisian judge has
suspended sentence on a man who
appeared in the streets sans clothes,
whose defense was that he was jus¬
tified. The Rhine has been almost
dry, and in snow-capped Switzerland
the heat has been so intense that J
glaciers are dissolving and the postal
union conference has moved itself
to lofty Zermatt. A Swiss parlia-
mentary commission is meeting on

top of the Rigi, at an elevation of I
almost six thousand feet. Bathers
in glacier pools report that the water
ir> tepid. Alpine lakes that are usu¬

ally frozen all summer are eagerly
sought by swimmers this year.

Apparently only Briggs is cool, as

he stands before the fire in his camp
in Maine. And all the world will
agree with him that that sure is a

"grand and glorious feeling!"

Uncut Pages
When is there to be a blue law

against selling books with uncut
pages? Such volumes are a trial to
the indolent, a waster of time for the
energetic, a justification of the anger
of the choleric, and for all persons
in hot weather an abomination.
Only one reader out of every forty-
seven, statistics tell us, possesses a

paper cutter. Only one out of every
470 can find the paper cutter when
needed. And as short hair is now

the style for both sexes, the female
of the species cannot resort to the
useful hairpin as easily as in the
Victorian era.

Pocket knives nearly always cut
badly. If they are too sharp they
rip at their own free will. If dull
they fray the pages. A postal card
will cut a dozen leaves, but there¬
after is limp and pulpy. To the
possessor of a golden toothpick the
task is less burdensome. But how
many men in a thousand wear gilt
toothpicks to-day? A match is dis¬
tinctly inferior. An envelope is
worse than a postcard.
And any one knows what happens

when the finger is used to plow a

way along the crease. The book
becomes gnawed and beavered.
Though the process be ruthlessly
hastened, even the most reckless will
shrink from destruction and leave
half the book unread.
And why do publishers continue to

to avoid trimming edges? It is a

rudimentary survival. another in-
stance of a praciice outliving the
reason that gave it birth. Time was
when book printing and book bind¬
ing were not associated crafts. The
buyer was assumed to have personal
preferences about coverings, as in
Prance to-day. Then the bibliophile
came aiorsg with his influence and

A LIFETIME OF PROGRESS IN FOREST PRESERVATION
Copyright, lüisi, .now fork Tribuna lnc

assigned a higher value to uncut
copies. But not one in a thousand
now gratifies his individual taste in
binding, and the bibliophile sniffs at
modern books, with their wood pulp
paper and their huge editions. Yet
publishers, under the dominion of
custom, persist in trying the temper
of their customers.

Censorizing
The appointment of the motion

picture censors relieves anxieties of
those who felt morals were in deadly
peril. The vampire is no longer a

menace, but what will the censorizing
triumvirs do as to other things?
Are artists in Paris studios, no

matter what the hour, still to be
permitted to wear evening clothes?
Will "movie" "walking gentlemen"
be forced hereafter to take off their
silk hats in the house, and what is to
be done about the heroine who, as a

street waif, tries to reënter her
father's mansion, has to lacerate her
hands beating down the copper gate,
and is then chased through the mag¬
nificent intricacies of the formal gar¬
den by the hard-hearted chauffeur
who fails to recognize her?
For some time now we have been

regaled by the rubber mallet and the
hilarious siphon of seltzer, by the
hybrid clothes of the butler and the
sport suits of the lover, by the cari¬
catures permitted of clergymen and
the fantastic scenery of some of the
dinner tables. Will anything be done
about these and other" things? We
are fairly immune to all kinds of
immorality; we recognize it and it
does not interest. But we still
shudder when in a Scotch village
we recognize the sand dunes of Long
Island or gaze at some Oriental vista
which comes, as they say in time
tables, "via" Los Angeles.

One feature is to be noted with re¬

spect to the mayoralty tussle. The
nomination is deemed worth getting.

The Wethersfield Elm
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In a letter to The Tribune
Elias Vosseller,' of the Huntingdon
County (New Jersey) Historical Society,
wrote about an oak tree in the Presby¬
terian churchyard at Basking Ridge,
N. J., said to be 400 years old, and
described as twenty-eight feet in cir¬
cumference at the base and the limbs
having a reach of 128 feet.

It might be of interest in this con¬

nection to mention that there is in
Wethersfield, Conn., an elm tree to
which is attached the following in¬
scription:
"Largest elm tree in United States

of America. Age (1916) 250 years.
Height, ninety-seven feet. Diameter
spread, 147 feet. Circnmference,
twenty-eight feet." Why not include
this tree as eligible to the ball of
fame? There are many things his¬
torical in Wethersfield well worth
knowing. HENR* C. BUCKHCUT.

Brooklyn, July m, 1921.

A -Veit- Naval Program
By Quarterdeck

Naval conservatism gasped when the
Ostfriesland wsnt down. And well it
might! Minds that had controlled out-
naval policy and building program, re¬

sisting every modern conception, obsti¬
nately clinging to iive-year-old ideals,
were suddenly jarred into a partial
realization of their folly. But extreme
conservatism always dies hard. Like
the doomed paralytic, it may survive
several strokes. Obstinacy often grows
with inevitable defeat staring it in the!
face. The bomb of progress and com-

mon sense must blow it to smithereens
before it will cease to harp upon its
one lone ancient chord!

A Neto Naval Era
The advent of the Monitor in the

Civil War wrought a change in naval
architecture, nothing more. It simply
introduced the turret into the battle¬
ship, where it still remains as the one

salient element of power in the dread¬
nought of to-day. But the sinking of
a destroyer, a cruiser and a battleship
by bombs alone will exert an influence
i.pon warfare afloat und ashore vastly
more far reaching in its consequences
than the invention of the Monitor. It
will not only force a change in battle¬
ship design, but it introduces a now

..nd dominating force.a veritable navy
of the air.

A New Capital Ship
The airplane carrier has suddenly

forced itself upon the navy as a capital
ship. Its three principal weapons.
the bombing plane, the mine-laying
plane and the torpedo plane.which are

interchangeable, have a range of one

hundred miles or more, while the guns
of a dreadnought or battle-cruiser have
a maximum effective range of only fif¬
teen miles, and even this cannot be at¬
tained without the aid of airplanes to
note and report the fall of their shells!

Will conservatives now contend that
a 2,000-pound bomb or a twenty-one-
inch torpedo or a heavy mine will
not sink, or at least disable, a dread¬
nought or battle-cruiser? They must
not forget that the British dread¬
nought Audacious was sunk by a mine
or a torpedo; that the Hampshire, with
Kitchener on board, was sunk by a

mine; that sixty-two of the 142 British
men-of-war lost in the World War
were victims of the submarine; that
our cruiser San Diego was sunk and
our battleship Minnesota was disabled
by a mine.

Moreover, we must realize that the
airplane will soon carry a 4,000-pound
bomb, and the plane as well as the
submarine may easily carry a thirty-
inch torpedo with a charge of 1,500
pounds of TNT. Will the battleships
and battle-cruisera of the 1916 pro¬
gram survive these charges of high ex¬

plosives? Remember the Ostfriesland!

No More $45,000,000 Ships
It is folly to claim that the aviator

cannot hit a battleship under way. The
air men declare that it is easier to hit,
a moving ship than one that is
anchored. They know what they are

talking about. And they assert that

anti-aircraft guns, will not deter them.:
They will use poison gas and smoke
screens against the ship's gunners and
v, i 11 choose their own time to attack.

It must be remembered that a ship in
battle, with her magazines filled, her
boilers and engines, steering gear and
fire control in operation, is far more
vulnerable and may be more easily
sunk or disabled than an armored hulk
at anchor. One bomb may wreck her
steering gear or fire control and make
her useless.
Furthermore, the mine may be laid

as a barrage ahead of a fleet. The
fleet may be fenced in with mines, and
torpedo planes may attack from a safe
distance ahead.
The writer ha3 spent his life in con¬

tact with and in training young officers
and men of the navy. Knowing the
mettle and absolute fearlessness of
these young men, he believes that if
they are told to go and put a 2,000 or

4,000 pound bomb, mine or torpedo on
board or under an enemy ship they will
do it. And it is reasonable to suppose
that there are young men in foreign
navies who will do the same thing.
They will choose their time and they
will do it. The fact is that sinking or

disabling men-of-war with bombs,
mines or torpedoes is easier than to
put them out of action with guns. The
545,000,000 big-gun ship is too expen¬
sive and too vulnerable. It can be sunk
by an airplane carrier 100 miles away
eighty miles beyond ¿je reach of its

guns.

An Up-to-Date Program
A new naval program may be briefly

outlined to meet modern conditions and
to prevent the waste of hundreds of
millions of dollars.
We now have eighteen dreadnoughts,

counting the California and Maryland
just completed. The Colorado, Wash¬
ington, West Virginia and South Da¬
kota are well advanced and should be
completed. This will provide a battle¬
ship force of twenty-two powerful
dreadnoughts. This is enough.
The Indiana, Montana, North Caro¬

lina, Iowa and Massachusetts are fronr
8 per cent to 29 per cent completed
Construction of these ships as battle
ships should cease and plans should b«
made to transform them into airplane
carriers, armored or otherwise, as maj
be deemed best. These carriers coulc
remain with the battle fleet to suppl*,
its protective and spotting pianei
while the faster carriers are sen

ahead to attack the enemy.

Carrier vs. Battle-Cruiser
There arc six battle-cruisers from

per cent to 15 per cent completed. Con
struction upon these ships as cruiser
should cease and they should be trans
formed into carriers. To be sure, ther
are many who emphasize the need o

battle-cruisers. If the3e ships wer
well advanced it might be well to com

plete them. But they are not. It i
submitted that the carrier can perforr
al! the functions of a battle-cruiser.

In this connection it must be born
in mind that the people and Congrei

simply will not give us the money to

complete all the ships of the 1916 pro¬
gram and in addition several hundred
millions for carriers. We must make
a choice. If we want carriers we must
surrender something that we do not
need.

It has been proposed to build one

or two carriers. This is not enough.
I', will not secure command of the air.
It will leave our fleet helpless.power¬
less. We need eight carri.rs. It is

only by transforming captai ships
that we can get them. It i_ the only
alternative.

Submarines
In outlining an up-to-jate program t

for a modern navy we must not for- I

get submarines. We mujit remember j
that the submarine neariy won the j
\\'orld War for the Germans against f

the navies of the civiliz.d world. It
is absurd to say that the submarine
was conquered. It war. not. The .

listening device has strengthened it.
New types have been developeJ.cruiser
submarines, fleet submarines and mine-

laying submarines. We must have

these types. Without them our navy j
cannot fight a winning war.

The worn-out ideas of 1016 must give
way to the demonstrated naval truths
ct 1921.

Public Library Vandalism
Need of Drastic Measures to Prevent

Book Mutilation
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Every constant reader of books
and magazines in the public libraries
must be amazed and provoked at the
mutilation of volumes, books and pam-
I Mets of every kind that is constantly
going on. Pages, paragraphs, pictures,
etc., are cut out by vandals, so that it
is now rare to find a magazine entire.

It is also the habit of many persons
to underline, cross out and otherwise
mark passages which are not to their
taste or which they believe require
notes. Some time ago I saw a reader,
with pencil in hand, marking almost
every other line, and when I called his
attention to the crime he seemed as

much astonished as provoked. It is
quite evident that any rules so far

adopted are inadequate.
The reference librarian informs me

that "arrests for mutilations have been
frequent and that in all cases the de-
fendants have been convicted and fined,
imprisoned or committed to insane
asylums, but all of little avail." He
noes not have any faith in "signs."
The whipping post would be a much
more effective remedy than fines, no

doubt.
Much of this petty vandalism is due

to insufficient teaching in the schools.
Almost every school book is mutilated.
It should not be difficult for the teach¬
ers to correct this evil.
As a mitigation of the evil of book

mutilation in the public libraries the
writer suggests that a notice in bold
type be placed close to every delivery
desk and window, that a somewhat sim¬
ilar poster be pasted on the outside of

every volume, and that the delivery
clerk call attention to it when he de¬
livers the book. A small but plain no¬

tice might be given to the reader when
he receives the book. A special room

detective should constantly supervise
the reading rooms. In the notice it
should be specified that each reader no¬

ticing mutilations must inform the de¬
livery clerks; otherwise he might be
held responsible.

I am certain that many readers
v.ould be willing to assist in the pro¬
tection of the public books and the
Police Department might provide for
such service, appointing volunteers
among those who are anxious to assist.

GUSTAVUS A. EISEN.
New York, July 28, 1921.

Type the Signatures
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In my large mail I find almost;
daily some signature which can't be
read which is not on the printed letter¬
head, and which often results in an¬

swers miscarrying or coming back
stamped "No such person found." It
is ignorance of conditions or a mis¬
erable affectation for people to send to
busy men these blind signatures. I
urge Tribune readers to help in a

campaign which will make it a gross
business discourtesy to send any docu¬
ment with an illegible name unless on

the same page it is in type.
In the great war the army was com¬

pelled to order all signatures typed to
prevent dangerous confusion and mis¬
takes. It is even more important in
the much wider domain of business to
adopt the same plan.

It has become so much a nuisance
that in self-defense we have to throw
into the waste basket many communica¬
tions which we would gladly answer if
it could be done without laborious in¬
vestigation to get a correct address.

IMPATIENT SUFFERER.
New York, July 28, 1921.

Willcox for Mayor
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Permit me to call attention to
the availability of William R. Willcox
as a candidate for Mayor.
A Republican should be nominated,

and there is no man in the city whose
Repbulicanism and ability have been
vouched for by higher authorities.
Mayor Seth Low appointed Mr. Will¬

cox President of the Park Department,
President Roosevelt appointed him
Postmaster, Governor Hughes ap¬
pointed him chairman of the Public
Service Commission and the Republican
National Committee selected Mr. Will¬
cox for chairman, after he had filled
the above mentioned official positions
with honor to the city. No man can

present higher indorsements.

¦.jTDSON G. WALL.
j New York, Jul.P_7, 1921.

A Week of Verse
To Earth
(From Poetry)

/AH, FORTUNATE the waiting thai
^^ shall end in wonder,
And blessed now the patience that ii

in thy biding;
For now are the herded clonds and the

wild rain's thunder
Over the roof of thy quiet seeds'

hiding.
We, too, O earth, shall need thy blessed¬

ness of waiting
For the green flowering of pastuxts,

when the panting
Storm shall cease; though blood be the

rain that is abating,
Ana men be the seeds of oar wild

planting.

Spring
THREES have a gesture of departure,

Yet forever stay;
Into what eager land they'd travel
No man may say.

In the spring they stand on tip-toe;
Yet, self-willed, remain

In autumn to let earthward
Their hopes like rain.

Yet forever a new spring cometh,
And their muteness swells

To the voice of one long risen
For long farewells:.

Who with steps of eternal patience.
In eternal quest,

Would venture a truth too lofty
To be expressed;

Whose heart at times is burdened.
When no dream consoles,

With a heritage too mighty
For rooted souls.

CHARLES R. MURPHY.

A Sign
From The Spectator, Lnndon)

¥¥UW shall I know when the end of
things is coming?

The dark swifts flitting, the drone-bees
humming;

The fly in the window-pane bedazedly
strumming;

Ice on the waterbrooks their clear chime-;
dumbing.

How shall I know that the end of things
is coming?

The stars in their stations will shine
glamorous in the black;

Emptiness, as ever, haunt the great Star
Sack;

And Venus, proud and beautiful, go
down to meet the day,

Pale in phosphorescence o? the green sea
spray-

How shall I know that the end of thing?
is coming?

Haply on strange roads I shall be, tiio
moorland's vague around me;

Or counting up a fortune to which Des¬
tiny hath bound me;

Or.Vanity of Vanities.the honey of
the Fair:

Or a greybeard, lost to memory, on the
cobbles in my chair.

How shall I know that the end of things
is coming.

The drummers will be drumming; the
fiddlers at their thrumming;

Nuns at their beads; the mummers at
their mumming:

Heaven's solemn Seraph stoopt weary
o'er his summing;

The palsied fingers plucking, the way¬
worn feet numbing.

And the end of things coming.
WALTER DE LA MARE.

A Dead Comrade
'From The Westminster Gazette.)

'¦'¦HERE is a name we have not said, so
long

That in our very hearts that name is
shy.

Yet who once loved him more than you
or I?

Oh, be more loyal to our love, and
strong!

Could we not name him, laughing, as of
old,

Here on the open hills this summer day,And tell again the things he used to
say.

Lest love too lonely laid grow sad and
cold?

Ah, it were grief indeed of a day came
When this familiar road and friendly

trees
And the gay memories all entwined with

these
Should make us only sighl And veriest

shame
If we who knew such days, and such a

friend,
^,Should not go proud and smiling te the

end!
M. H. WEIGALL.

Wool-Gatherera
I -THE TUBE CONDUCTOR
(From The f*mdon Mercury)W LONG for whales with flipping fins,

With snouts spume-jetting and sleek
skins

In jeweled seas all wild and warm.-
"Chalk Farm!"

Lagoons, the sea and shore between.
"No, other aide, Sir, (jaidera Greanl"

White-whiskered seals with teeth a«
white

Who bark and roll in salt delight,Oily and cool, bull-necked and brown
And sliding-muscled."Camden Town!"I long for sparkling, sunset seas.
"Euaton! Change here. Sir. Paaa 'long,pleaaa."

And coral."Con'i aland her; Sir".andSparkling and hissing sea and »¡and;Half-moon mouthed sharks sublimelystrange,
And tunnies . "Charing Cro$9, «.3changa!"

GEOFFREY DEARMEB.


