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LANCING over the moming mail in

the breakfast room last Wednesday

wa discovered a most unusual com-

munication. It was written on pale
white stationary. The postmark was Pat-
chogue.

“Dear Madam,” thus it ran, “can yon throw
some light on a matter which has a wvital
wearing on our social position in this com-
aavity? One mumt be psychic to be really
gmart these days. So I would like some in-
formation on the proper method of address-
ing ghosts. Every third Thursday I am at
home to a few expert table-tippers. Phillips
Brooks, William James and others have al-
ready given us afternoons. But there are a
sumber of points on which I need guidance.
: “For instance, what is the correct method
of salutation for disembodied spirita? Should
the hostess stand while receiving her guests?
If the visitors from the other world appear
in negligee, should the hostess wear full dress?
Shonld masculine spirits be invited to in-
formal afternoon affairs? What is the really
correct thing to say when ghosts sre leav-
ing?
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WHAT’S GOOD FORM WHEN RECEIVING GHOSTS?

A Branch of Deportment, Long Neglected, Becomes Suddenly of Paramount Importance.
Week Will Be Held the First International Congress for Psychical Research and Much Valuable
Testimony May Be Lost to the World Through Mortal Ignorance of Spiritland Etiquette
By SUSIE SEXTON
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Spirit Illustrations by RALPH BARTON

without any difficulty. Fancy how many hus.
bards will henceforth invoke the shade of
Periander! Doubtless he could give them
many another valuable tip if he only would.

Every established rule for receiving ghosts
demands that they be humored in any such
whims as that of Periander's wile.

Housewives in their astral form have often
been known to worry over unpaid laundry
bills. If you ever meet a ghost with werries
like this one, pay the bill for her. It will be
to your credit. A woman of Perth, who died
in 1838, left a grocery bill of three shillings
and ten pence. She kept appearing for days
until some one wiped out the indebtedness.

Many a student of the psychic is at a loss
to know how to act when a ghost has been
offended. Such instances have occurred and
are really quite embarrassing.

We recall the delightfully polished manner
of that ghost Imperator. He belonged to the
very highest tier of ghostly society. And a
gentlemanly shade he was, if ever one re-
turned to earth. No Walter Raleigh had more
courtliness or charm.

“Is it good form to count the raps out
{oud? How many spirits can be invited to
one sitting without erowding? Which is more
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Henry Holt, writer of ghost classics, quotes
passages from an accepted authority to show
that Imiperator once absented himself from s
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stylish—direct or indirect lighting?

#1f a ghost leaves unexpectedly in high
dudzeon. how can it be brought back?

“Should the mest illustrious shades be en-
tertained 4 deux or ensemble?

“Your opinion is anxiously awaited.'

It iz only natural that we should feel some
reticence about assuming this role of Beatrice
Fairfax to the ghost fans. But, as our corre-
spondent says, some light should be thrown
on the subject at once, Correct social usage
in relation to the spirit world is the question
of the hour. And although it is Tumored that
an encyclopedia of ghostly etiquette, contain-
ing a complete course of instruction in good
form, style and deportment, is even now on
its way to the printer. we have not heard
the date of publication.

Unfortunately, we are unable at thia time
to give the lady in Patchogue authentic views
of our greatest living psychic researchers on
the subject. An unreasonable prejudice to-
ward the light-headed press seems to prevail
in ecertain quarters. After =mome weeks of
diligent research we are, however, able to
qaate precedents from the weightiest classics
of psychic literature,

The following random hints and don'ts are
therefore presented as reliable:

Always speak to a ghost when it calls.
Never permit it to stand willy-nilly on the
doorsill for any length of time. This little
courtesy is only its due. The oldest traditions
of the spirit world demand it.

Make your salutation perfectly natural.
Otherwise your visitor may feel gauche and
ill at eaze. Act az if you had an appoint-
ment and the ghost had kept it to the minute.
Say carelessly and sort of offhand: “Hello,
old man! What can I do for you?" Or, if the
spectre is a lady: “So sweet of you, dear, to
come,” Thiz will start things off pleasantly
and cpen the way for confidences. You will
1l sut what the call is all about, any-

s6an
way.

Our favorite authority on psychic matters,
Hereward Carrington, writes in True Ghost
Stories:

“Some of them (ghosts) prove helpful;
others seem to wish to right a wrong; some
even sesrn to have a sense of humor! So there
are all =orts of ghosts, just az there are all
sortz of people, and the variety is as great
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Never turs yeur bBack on a ghost while it is in the room.

physical poise when a ghost iz ealling. Gne of
the veasons for the moeager data available on
ghost etiquette iz the fact that so many per-
gons favored with apparitions have quite for-

gotten themselves. They act exactly like the
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an electric switch. Your experience will be valueless if you do

how to make the peach cobbler, which was
such a favorite of his.

Such conduet shows lack of breeding and
cxperience. We cannob urge you top strong-
Iy to anpear perfectly natural when receiving

to bring the ghost of a lady who was always
braggy about her virtues as a wife and mother
into impediate contaet with the spirit
of a notorious flirt,

Either

form

way wvou are apt tn find yourself

iress

rlothes.

of- Periander,
One day he had to consult his wife's
sSpIrit on A most Important matter.

he epuld not find out

Or s

If it calls at midnight, after you have retired, never, under any circumstances, push

where he

o5

the

{arinthian

Probably

had put his

that sort,

certain meeting at which spirit messages were
received. It was plainly a case of pique. A
certain Deoctor Speer had offended him. Later
Imperator, having somewhat recoversd his
social balance, attended another meeting. He
was questioned about his previous absence.
Very readily he admitted that he had stayed
away because he was deeply offended. Dr.
Speer again apologized. This time Imperator
showed that he was a thoroughly well bred
ghost. The original text reads that he re-
ceived this apology with “a series of stately
raps suggestive of hows.”

A little group of earnest thinkers and table
tippers in New York is seriously considering
the question of referring this entire question
of the proper method of addressing ghosts
top the First International Congress for
Psychical Research, which will be held in
Copenhagen August 26 to September 2, in-
clusive. Invitations to attend the meeting
have been sent to all of the greatest psychical
researchers in the world. Their opinion on
this matter would be invaluable.

At present the program for discussion at
the congress contains the following: (1) The
Relation of Soul and Body; (2) The Nature
of Telepathy; (3) Mediumnity, Conscious and
Unconscions; (4) Origin and Nature of
Psychical Phenomena, Levitation, Telekinesis,
Dowsing Rod, Materialization, etc.; (5) Na-
ture of Hypnotism, Whether of Origin Psychi-
cal or Physiological; (6) The Question of the
20-Called Human Aura.

The committee will also debate the possi-
bility of prohibiting public shows of hypno-
tism, ete., and the foundation of a permanent
international office in Copenhagen for the
collection and distribution of results of
modern experimental psychical roscarch

Walter F. Prince, director of psychical re-
search and editor of The American Society
for Psychical Research, will go from New York
to attend the conference and will speak on
“Telepathy vs. Spiritism as an Explanation of
Evidential Mediumistiec FPhenomena.” Mr.
Prince is one of the newly elected executive
officers of the American society.
nlate list includes W

The c¢om-
lliam MeDougall, presi-
dent; Willilam C. Peyton, vice-president: Mr.
Prined, acting director of research and editor:
HErie J. Dingwall, director of department of
peyehical phenomena; Lawson

Purdy, treas-
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