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TAHITI, WHERE YOU *

You Do, Thal Is, if
You Act Quickly, for
Nearly All the Good
Hermit Sites Are Tak-
en and the Demand Is
Still Fresh to Brisk

HERE may be some avgument as to

E who really put Tahiti on the map.

Perhaps it duesii’t matter. Whether

it was Paul Gauguin or Plerre Loti or

W. Somerset Manugham or the anonymous poet

who dared to rhyme the place with “nightie,”

i the end 4t's all the same. Tahiti is on the
map.

And yet, if you pushed the averagze man in
the corner and made him tell all he knew
ahont Tahiti at the point of & gua, he'd prob-
gbly stumble into the simple explanation that
it's the place where people go when they get
tirad of this world and aren't quite ready to
take their chances on either of the nesi two
worlds.

Except for o few persons who go in for
geographical accuracies and the closer follow-
rrs of Fraderick O'Brien, Tahiti is just a place
where being a hermit has been reduced to its
simplest form. According to the accepted
theory, being a reciuse in Tahiti ia casier than
eing a bean-eater in Boston. The mere at-
mosphere of the place permits no other sched-
ule of existance.

Persons who want to pet saway from the
talephons and the mailman, from railwaye and
motor cars, from tax collectors and credit
house altorneys, trom Lhe basgeball seandal and
the peace treaty wrangle, from the thousand
and one trials and tribulations of modern civ-
ilizution —thoge with the nerva and the tempo-
Tary incentive pack a few dallars and clothes
in a Gladstonn bag and head for Tahiti

Bank embezzlors line up to buy their tickets
alongsido of long-lalred writers who have
notions of perpetrating the great American
novel. Yodts sud painters, disappointed poli-
ticiang and broken down crecks, wife deserterz
2z alimony dodgers, all have had the good
word passed along that Tahifi is the magie
land where nothinz matters.

Summed up briefly, residence in Tahiti has
besn reparded a3 a leave of absence from
the werld, with foll privilepes of recurning
after ¢ decent interial has elapsed and taking
up the thread of life apgain with tha dismal
past wiped completely off the slite. As
an isle of lasl resort it was sapposed to Lava
no equal

The great Gauguin started the rumor some
thirts yedrs ags. Back in '81 this modem
artict, whoso fame had hardly penotrated be-
vond e borders of France, becime slightly
Sed up witk the ways of his fellow mon.
There wasn't any one item that disturbed
him most, but eversthing seecmed all wrung.
So Le packed up his easel and 4 few brushes
and made off without leaving any forwarding
address wilh the HWore folks. A fow who
were in on the secret knew that he was di-
vecting himself {oward the Snuth Sea Islands,
with intention of choosing the most isolated
of the lot and setiling down for life. That
was the cnly clew to his whereabouts

Just why Canguin stepped off the ship at
Tahiti mo ome has heea allz to figure accu-
rately. It may have been the stirring re-
ception of the npatives, or the lack of it, or
the fashion of the women's headdress that
cezaght lhis Anyway, Gaugunin dis-
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Poets and painters, disuppointed politicians and broken-down crooks, wife deserters and alimony dodgers, all have had the word passed along
that Tahiti is the magic land where nothing matters

embarked hastily and disappeared inland.
Two yenrs later he came out of the wilder-
ness, a healthy coat of tan on the back of his
neck and a flock of finished canvases tucked
under hisg arm. He waas on his way back to
eivilization.

France and the world failed Lo assess {he
HSouth Sea paintings at anything above face
value. Gaupuin thought they were great .and
said so. He implied that his work had b2en
inspired by the climate and the Tahitian moan
(whatever that was). The world sniffed and
began talking about other things

Gaugnin repeated emphatically that Tahiti
was a great place to paint and a splendid
placa in which to die. Ha weni back and did
both things; that is, he painted for some eight
or nine yesrs and then died without breaking
into the headlines of the cable reports.

A fow yearz after hia death, which bringa
the story up to the approximate present, the
art  connoisseurs ‘“digeovered”  Gauguin.
Heatteved about the continent in second-hand
furmiture stores and junk shops, paintings
began to pop up bearing the now famouos
Gaugnin eignature. The dizspute over which
were and which weren't authentic Gaugulns
waxed furionsly and the price of the genuine
article soared lremendously.

Soma one located a shack on Tahiti that
had been all painted up by the eccentric artist.
An attempt was made to move the thing

bodily to Paris. The connoissears congidereil
there was too much art to it to be wasted on
the Tahitians

Then it was that people began remember-
ing about Gauguin and Tahili, One person
recollected that it was to that remote island
the artist had given eredit for hia inspiration.
Another brought wup the Tahifian moan.
Hoftly about the world, artistic and other-
wise, it was whispered: On to Tahili!

Artists, poets, novelists, inventors, any one
with a suppressed genius to develop, tonk up
the trail and started toward the South Sea
Islands: What Takiti had dene to one man
it might do to another.

In case the world was forgetting, W. Somer-
gsat Maugham brought out The Meon and
Sixpence two summers ago. He incorporated
the theme of the weird artiat and his Tahition
seance in the eharacter of Charles Strickland.
He made Strickland vather a disagresable sort
of person; but, tur and wide, he spread the
gospel of the Tahitian solitode and what iy
could do for a person.

Besides turning eut something more than p
best, sellor, Mr. Maugham gave fresh impetus

to the grand rush on Tahiti. The faint
whisper had grownm to uan  echoing roar:
ON TO TAIITI!

That's the situation toeday. All roads

streteh out toward the Tahitian solitude. The
Cook's Tour people book a passage as though,

MONG the defénaive openings that
are useiul in avplding usdesirable
el suits iz one that iu very litile used.

During the many vears that [ have
played at one of the leading bridge clubs in
New York | de not recall & gingle instance in
whirh it was resorted to by an average play-
er, and only once or twice by players of any
claps,

This is the criginal lead of a trump right
up tu the declarer, What is the objectivn to
it? That it is leading up to strength., Thut
it will probably XKill an hopor in your purt-
ner's hend.,  That he might have used one of
nls trumps if you had not led them. 1 have
heard all this time and again; but the fact
remaing that it 8 a very useful defensive
opsning, if your partuer understands it

It shows conclusively that not only one,
but all the plain suits are had ones to lead,
a4 they are headed by high cards that are not
‘n gequence.  This leads to the natural infer-
ence that the pariner, if He gets in, can lead
up to any of these plain suits with confidence
that it will be protected,

As Lo killing an honor in tha partnor's
hand, he does not have to play the honor
The lead of a trump is not made to win
tricks, but to forco some ane elie to lead the
plain wuits, which they raust do eventually.
Nine times out of ten the honor In the part-
ner's hand would have been catzht in any
tase. If he thinks the declarer cannut catoh
i, why play it? The fael “hat his partner
has played before dummy doos not ablige him

" .0 throw a way a high trumyp.

Here 2 a dedl played in a duplicate gama
faat winter In which I found 1 was the only
player that led the trump oripinally, Bome
opened one hlack suit, some the other, (Sea
eut at the bottor of second column.)

"7 dealt and bld 4 heart. A daubled, ¥
passed and B called the clubs, Z or Y q'yfmg
to two Rearts, whieh held, At the tabled nt
which A led the zmall club this is what hap-
peneds

% won the trick with the ten, retuming tha
king or Jack, which A covercd and Y trumped

Dummy then led a amall trump, and the

AUCTION

finesse of ths ten held. The remaining high
dlub, king or jack, was led and covered and
trumped. establishing the eight for 7.

When dummy led the diamonds, B put thoe
ace right un and led the fourth elub, which
Z won with the eight, dummy discarding o
digmond. A sgmall spade allowed dummy to
finesse the ten, which is quite safe, as game
seems pure. A diamond was returned and
trumped. Another spade and the jack forced
the ace. Another diamond is trumped, and
the losing spade puts A in, so that % makes
both ace and queen of trumps, five by cardy
and game,

At one of the tables that did not doubla
with A's cards the opening lead was a small
spade, which Z won with the nine. The
diamond waa led, A putting on the king.
Then, seeing that he could not hope for two
club tricks while dummy eould ruff, he laid
down the ace of ¢luls, and followed with
the ten of diamonds, which Z trumped.

The jack of clubs was covered by the
quecn and trumped. Then dummy led Juck
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after all, it weren't much of an adventuic.
New linea tonch at Tahiti that never heard of
the queer litfle island in ordinary times. Trans-
portation companies boast openiy in their
booklets: “Through passage from Titus Falls,
Tows, to Tahiti, with only nineteen changes.’”
Passing on through the fud and fancy stage,
Tahiti has become firmly intrenched in the
heartas of the whole people. Ils doings form
a legitimate part of the news of the day. Ita
manners and customa are common knowledge;
its climate pusses a3 adequate drawing-room
chatter; ity olitics make excellent cracker-box
pos4ip.  For an island only eight miles across
the chest and a bary hundred miles to its
winding seacoust frame, it has managed to
gather more than its shars of publicity.

As a net result of all this propaganda and
loose talk we are ofiering up the opinion for
any who care to consume that Tahiti is slight-
ly overrated as an isle of last resort. A thumb-
nail sketeh of the place as it appears to the
modern traveler shows some appalling dis-
crapancies to the legend as handed down in
the history of Poul Gauguin,

Besides the few lhundred
"rench oflicials who make up the regular popti-
Jution, Tahill i congested sumnier and winter
with “hermits,” both amateur and professional,
You find them stacked four deep in the hotel
rooms; swarming the provincial sidewalks and
crawding the cows nut of the pastures. A cob

natives and the

bed in Tahiti—or o Lhey cay-—had been held
at g premiom for th: last eighteen months and
parking area is alnost bevond the means of
the average mun. 1u relieve matters, the local
authorities have even ronsidered gathering in
a faw of the adjacent nds and renaming
them BEast Tahiti, Upper Takiti, and so forth,

The natlives; prolitie as they are in their
own tonpgue, fail o understand quite all that
iz going on, yet they are mulking the must of
the oroy and reaping the proverbial hiprvest.
While the hermit business lagte they are miss-
ing none of the tric
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Tahiti Is Where Peo.
ple Go When They Get
Tired of This World
and Are Not Ready to
Take a Chance on
Either of the Next Two

side of the town the more elite “hermits" store
their =pare trunks. Otherwise, a well-to.dy
bond thief might find himself in with a lot of
low-hrow poets who burn incenze and drink
ten in the forenoon: Still it is rather diffeuly
1o think of evervthing in the first half hour
on shore.

Next in the path of the alien invader come
the rows of hotel busses and stray hacks. o
the man who is trying to “get away from the
world” this may be a disappointing spectacle,
It may saver too much of Asbury Park, N. J.
or Saratoga Springs, N. Y. But when he dis
covers that in rvemote Tahiti he can pick
{rom a long list of hostelries starting with an
A No. 1 palatial hotel, golf course inchided
on the premises, and sloping down lo a third
rate pension with eggs extra for breakfas,
he may decide that his notions of a hermit's
life are old-fashioned and that it's ell right
{0 be comifortable as long ss the folks baek
home don't know.

And after he has selected hLiz partienlar
bellhop and is joggling ever the cobbles up
through the town he has another coriés of
surprises. Ha notices that there are movie
houses to entertain the “hermits,” department
storeg closing out bargains in full “hernlt”
equipment and sightsceing bus lines taking
in all the points of interest on the island,
including the Taul Gauguin shack and the
Pierre Loti menument.

He saes that they go in for scetional her-
mit associations in Tahiti. A big banner
flonting from a second story window uarzes:
“0Ohio Hermits! Register here.” He nlso ia
informed that the South Atlantic Stules Her,
mits, Chapter 49, are staging a clambake on
the following Tuesday p. m.

Later he wanders into & big open alr park,
providing wecreation grounds for several
thousand. A band plays in the center mom-
ing, afterncon and evening. Quoits, roque,
dominges and chesg are all indulged in freels.
For enterteining ita visiting strangers St
Petershurg, Fla., isn't in it with Tahiti,

Just where the wild life and the Tahitisn
moan enter inte the proceedings it ia difeull
for him to imagine. And the Tahitian soli
tude is somehow missing.

The second morning at breakfast he bumps
into bis wife's cousin from Topeks, a dy=nep-
{ie individual who carries around bran muin:
in his coat pocket. 1f he mingles at ali, ke
12 sure to run into other unpleasant remindit
of his former misfortunes; the man who gave
him the bad tip on July cotton last sunuer,
a neighbor from down the street whose lawn
mower he broke und never returned, & warld
politician whoge fingers he had never greased,
a boess who had fired him once.

After the first few days he becomes ac
cnatomed to these petty annoyances and e
tles down to take things as hi 5 then,
He doesn’t write howe and tell abont his dis
appointments either, and by the time ke galt
back he has forgotten most of thor
larges on the thrill of leading the herm

But actunlly, vou see, being a recluse
Tahiti isn't so darn casy, If your are ¢
serious about getting away from the worll,
try Hoboken or the upper Bronx
in the long run.

1 anden

It's safer

N

BRIDGE---PLAYERS SCHOOL

By R. F. FOSTER
Awthor of Foster en Auction, Auction Made Easy,
Foster’s Complete Hoyle, Etc.

and another trump, % dropping the king on
the third round, and making his two eclubs.
The only other trick for A and B was the
spade king, so that 7 won four by cards and
the game againgt the spade epening.

At the table at which the trump was the
original opening there wus no doubling, the
contract remaining at one heart. Dummy
put on the jack sceond hand, and B coverad
with the king, which he saw was lost in any
cage and he does nol want diamonds led
through him by dummy,

Z now maps out the hand for a cross ruff,
but in order to et a elub from the weak
hand he put dummy in with the spade ace.
The finesge of the club ten went to Als queer.
and A led another trump, which Z won with
the seven. The king of clubs foreed the
ace, and Y trumped.

The diamond went to B's ace, and he led
the eight of spades, the nine and jack falline.
A led the king of diamdnds and Z tramped,
4 picked up B's trump and led the top eluh,
but failed to drop the nine, losing a spade
and a club at the end, making only two odd,
mstead of four or five by cards.

Here is the solution of Problem 7. 68,
given last week, in which hearts wern Tou np,
Z to lead and Y-7 to win seven tricks,

7 ptarts with the diamond. Tf A ecovors,
the solution im simple, but if A passed the
juck holds and 2 follows with a small club.
Y wins thiz and leads the Winpg of dinmonds,
B can trump or discard the king of cluba. if
he sheds the club, Z gets vid of the spade
queen and Y leads a4 epade. This 7 trumps
and leads a club, which Y trumps with the

ten, leaving the diamond for Z to trump with
the aece, losing a trump at the end.

IfT B trumps the king of diamonds, 7 over-
trumps with the jack, and leads the ace and
six of c¢lubs, which allows Y to win the third
vound, catching A's queen, while 7 discards
the spade queen. Now Y makes the nine of
diamonds, and loses the last irick to the ace
of spades.

Questions and Answers
AUCTION BRIDGE

Question—At no score dealer bids a dia-
mnoend, second hand a spade. Third and fourth
hands both pass. Dealer goes to two diamorids.
Should seeond hand eall two spades, holding
these cavds: Six epades to the king, queen,
nine; three hearts to the king, jack, jack and
one diamond and two small ¢lubs.?7—1J. B, §.

Answer—The hand i8 not strong enough to
Tehid, and it is better to wait for the partner
to say something. Unless he can help the
spades, pame (3 hopeless,  On the other hand,
the dealer, whose partner has already refused
help for the diamonds, cannot win the game
unless he 18 strong enough to bid game.

Question—The declaration is in spades. A
leads o livart, and after dummy and third
hand both follow wguit the dealer trumps i,
turning down the trick. Beéforoe leading to the
next trick the dealer discovers that he had a
heart. 1s it too late to correct tha error or
nobT—W. B. .

Answer—Turning down the trick i not
cnough Lo eomplete thoe revoke, but if the
dealer ling quit any contact with it after it
is turned down the revoko is cstablished. Re-

moving the fingers from it is guitling under the
rules.
PMINOCHLE

Question—TIn pluay ng two-hand, can a play=-
er make a meld with the last cand he takes up
from the steck, his opponent not veli having
taken up the lust of allT—8. F. G.

Ansawer-—No. It is 1o prevent such a meld
that a player who is afraid of sume big scare,
such as 100 aces or 100 trumps, will lead out
at the end several eavds that are either sure
to win the trick or breoak up the feared nield.

Question—In melding, A objrets to the high
bidder's making his mld {iest and lying out
for the widow afterward. What difference does
it make, as he has only the ecighteen cards to
select from at any time?—C. €. L.

Answor—The hidder 18 not allowed to lay
away any part of hisz ameld; therefore he is

Bridge Probler: No. 69
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Hearts are tromps and Z leads, Y
and Z want four tricks. How do they
get them? Solutiop next weelk.

-

abliged fo diseard before he shows the meld
cards. One of the fine points of 1l
in remembering what cards the hidder show
for a meld and inferring what the olhops 812
from the course of the play.
POKIER

Question—A opens a jack pot, [, Cand i)
all stay and draw eards. When the openes
bets B sees him, but O raises the liuit, upon
which all drop out. As he takes In the pot U
shows his hand to D, whereupen A comanus
that he also shall see it on the pround that le
has as much right as D—H. M. .

Answer—No cue at the table bas an
1o see the winning hand, as it wis ne
and C was not the opener. If O cf
it to D thet was between those two. If A wasd
s0 anxious to know what C had he should have
called hinw

Question—A opens and B draws ngaing
him. When A hets B calls and A shows s palr
of queens, whereupon B says: "I can beut
that” and shows a pair of kings, tossing tha
rest of his hand into the deadwood and start-
ing to take in the pot. A says: “Hold en; [
have another smail pair.” which he shows. B
says he also had a small pair and proceeds 1o
dig them out of the discard. Can he do this
after abandoning his band?—L. W.

Answer—No. The rules demand a chow of
all five cards. If B threw up his hand or any
part of it before seeing five he loses,

CINCH

Question—In this game, who counts low?—
L. D.

Answer—Usually the rule is fo count it 1a
the player who wins it in tyicks, This saves
all disputes, as the deuce is not always in plafy
and no one remembers whit was low.

ROULETTE

Question—Is there any book that gives A
record of the run of numbers as they have
come up at Monte Carlo?—3S. G. M.

Answer—There is a book indexed in tht
Congressional Library: Roulette at Monid
Carlo, by Frederick Lake, N. Y., 1601, whic}
gives 5,356 numbers, classified and arrangedy
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